
 

 
 Our Ref: 

Date: 
PM/start_of_term_autumn2015 
4 September 2015 

Dear Parent/Carer  
 
I am writing to welcome you to the new school year, update you with any new developments and ask for 
your support in the smooth running of our school. 
 
We are delighted with all our end of key stage assessments and examination results and I would like to 
congratulate all our pupils and staff for all their hard work last year.  This year we are aiming for even 
better at each key stage.  
 

Early Years Foundation Stage WHGS Manchester National 

Good Level of Development 50% 53% 59% 

 

Key Stage One WHGS Manchester National 

Phonics Test  77% 72% 77% 

Level 2+ in writing 74% 82% 88% 

Level 2+ in reading 74% 83% 91% 

Level 2+ in maths 88% 89% 93% 

 

Key Stage Two WHGS Manchester National 

Level 4+ in writing, reading and maths 85% 77% 81% 

 

GCSE WHGS Manchester National 

5 A*-C grades including English and maths 64% 46% 54% (tbc) 

 

A Level WHGS Manchester National 

A*-E  Grades 98% 97% 98% 

 
 
Whole School Information 
 
 Expansion:  Planning permission for the new Primary Phase Building is now in place and building work 

will commence later this month, ready for completion by July 2016.  Plans are being finalised this half 
term for the Secondary Phase and Sixth Form Centre and building work will start in the Sixth Form 
Centre in July 2016 and completed ready for January 2017.  In the Secondary Phase, building work will 
be ongoing from September and will be ready by September 2017.   
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 New Staff:  This term we welcome the following new members of staff:- 

o Ms Sheel  Assistant Principal (United Teaching North and Year 7) 
o Miss Bretherton Teacher of PE & Girls’ Games 
o Mrs Cooper  Teacher of Art and Design Technology 
o Miss Deignan Teacher of Science 
o Miss Foster  Teacher of English 
o Miss McGhee Teacher of Maths 
o Dr Meyer  Teacher of Physics 
o Mr O’Driscoll Teacher of English 
o Mr Carr  Primary Phase Teacher (Year 4) 
o Miss Walker Primary Phase Teacher (Year 1W) 
o Miss Adeniji Data Assistant 
o Miss Daly  Librarian / LRC Manager 
o Mr Haynes  Learning Support Assistant 
o Miss Hume  Primary Phase Teaching Assistant (Year 1B) 
o Mr McGrath Primary Phase Teaching Assistant (Year 2) 
o Miss Mattis  Primary Phase Lunch Time Organiser (Year 5) 

 
In addition, as part of the United Teaching Programme, we are pleased to welcome the following 
teachers:- 

o Mr Bailey  Religious Studies 
o Miss Chester Design Technology 
o Miss Cox  Chemistry 
o Miss Croden English 
o Miss Evans  ICT 
o Mr Llewellyn English 
o Mr Normand Physics 
o Mr Scholes  Biology 
o Mr Sexton  Primary Phase (Y1B) 

 
We always welcome parental involvement in our school life and I would like to encourage parents to visit 
our new school website (www.whgs-academy.org) where you can keep up to date with news, events and 
activities within the school.  In particular, there are a number of areas where we would appreciate your 
support: 

 
 Parking:  Please park and drive around the school with consideration to local residents, pedestrians and 

other traffic, particularly on Montcliffe Crescent, Springbridge Road and the other side roads.  In 
particular, please observe the 20 mph speed limit, do not park on double yellow lines, double park, or 
park in such a way that other drivers’ line of sight is blocked and remember that we have many young 
children crossing roads.   Inconsiderate parking is putting lives at risk. 
 

 Parent/Carer contact details:  As many important notices are now sent to parents by text or email, it is 
essential that we have your current e-mail addresses and mobile ‘phone numbers.  If you have recently 
changed these contact details we would be grateful if you could notify the school Reception 

reception@whgs-academy.org as soon as possible. 
 

 Attendance:  We are delighted that attendance has improved throughout the academy, but there is still 
room for further improvement.  There is a strong link between pupil attendance and achievement and 
it is imperative that pupils attend school as often as possible.  If it is necessary for your child to miss 
school, please contact us before 8.30 am to report the absence.  Frequent absences or patterns of 
absence may be investigated by the school’s attendance officer.  Holidays arranged in term time will 
not be authorised.  More information is available on the website by following this link: www.whgs-
academy.org/Info-for-Parents/Day-to-Day-Matters/Attendance-and-Absences. 
 

cont’d… 
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 Eid-ul-Adha: this will take place on either Thursday 24 or Friday 25 September and I would remind you 
that it is school policy to allow only one day off school for religious observance.  School will be closed 
on Thursday 24 September for a Staff INSET day.  If Eid does fall on this day and your child is celebrating 
Eid, then we expect them to be in school as normal on Friday 25 September.  Students are not entitled 
to take an additional day off school for Eid and the absence will be registered as unauthorised.  Your  
co-operation in this matter is much appreciated. 

 
 ParentPay: this is an easy to use online payments system which we would like to introduce as the main 

way for parents/carers to pay for school trips, lunches and miscellaneous items such as books, 
equipment and breakages.  Card payments can also be made by telephone (or in person) if you have 
activated your ParentPay account.  ParentPay allows you to:- 

o make all necessary payments to school without the need for cash or cheque transactions 
o check the transactions on your child(ren)’s catering account as well as keep it topped up 
o see a full record of all payments made and removes the need to keep paper receipts or go 

through bank statements to find cheque payments 
o be reminded if instalments are due for school trips 
o make payments at times convenient to you without the need to visit the school finance office 

ParentPay are launching a new mobile app this year and this will make payments to school 
even more convenient when it becomes available.  We urge you to activate and use your 
ParentPay account as the preferred way of paying the school.  If you have any queries, please 

e-mail the bursary at bursary@whgs-academy.org 

 
Primary Phase Information 

 Mrs Schouten will be writing a separate letter to Primary Phase parents shortly. 
 

Secondary Phase 

 Opening and Closing Times:  Please note that secondary phase students are not allowed on site until 
8.00 am, while at the end of the school day children are only allowed on site if they are involved in an 
extra-curricular activity or working in the LRC.  The LRC will be open from 8.30 am until 4.30 pm from 
Monday to Friday.  It is essential that we enforce this in order to secure the site and ensure the safety 
of the children taking part in the activities.  School Reception will close at 5.15 pm every day. 

 
 Punctuality: It is vital that pupils arrive at school on time, as repeated lateness does have a damaging 

effect on your child’s learning.  Lunch time detentions will be issued for repeated lateness and parents 
will be notified of this in the Student Planner.   

 
 Student Planner: All students are required to have their planners in every lesson and to use them to 

assist their organisation.  The planner enables you to see what homework has been set and view a daily 
record of your child’s attitude to learning by checking how many stamps they have earned.  Your child 
should aim to receive a minimum of 5 stamps per day in lessons.  If a stamp is not earned in a lesson, 
there will be a planner comment which explains why this is the case.  Students will also earn 
stamps when they attend an extra-curricular activity, also recorded in the planner.  Every stamp earned 
contributes towards the School House System.  It is important that you read your child's planner daily, 
sign it at least once a week and use it as a means of communication with your child’s form tutor.  If a 
student does not have a planner they will receive a lunchtime pastoral detention.  Our Praise and 
Behaviour Code can be viewed by following this link www.whgs-
academy.org/Portals/0/Policies/WHGS%20Praise%20and%20Behaviour%20Code%202014-
2015%20FINAL.pdf  

 
 Extra-curricular Programme:  We are very proud of our extra-curricular provision at WHGS and hope 

that every pupil at school becomes involved in at least one of the many teams and clubs which we have 
to offer.  We would be very grateful if you could encourage your child to participate and the latest 
extra-curricular programme can be found on www.whgs-academy.org/Secondary-Phase/Extra-
Curricular-Programme.  
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 Heads of Year:  Our pastoral team supports your child throughout their time at our school.  Any queries 

or concerns should be addressed to the form tutor in the first instance.   In addition, each year group 
has its own head of year and any issues arising can be raised with them.  Their contact details are as 
follows: 

 

Year Head of Year Email address 

7 Mrs Lloyd-Williams ceri.lloydwilliams@whgs-academy.org  

8 Mr MacCallum robert.macallum@whgs-academy.org  

9 Mrs Wright sarah.wright@whgs-academy.org 

10 Mr Atherton or Mr Williams matthew.atherton@whgs-academy.org or 
mailto:mark.williams@whgs-academy.org 

11 Mr Lindley                                        richard.lindley@whgs-academy.org  

12 Mrs Vickers joanna.vickers@whgs-academy.org 

13 Miss Burnett stephanie.burnett@whgs-academy.org 

 
 Expectations for Students: In assemblies we have emphasised our high expectations for students and 

we have included them below so that you can reinforce our message at home. 
 

1 I am a resilient learner – I always try my hardest and learn to the best of my ability 
2 I do as I am asked, the first time I am asked 
3 I am always in the right place at the right time doing the right thing 
4 I am a reflective learner - when someone is speaking, I always listen and give my full attention 
5 I always have the right equipment for my lesson (pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, planner, books, PE kit) 
6 I always look smart and am ready to learn (correct uniform, no chewing, no swinging on chairs, no 

mobile phones, headphones or i-pods in lessons) 
7 I am responsible for my learning and the learning of others – this  means I work well independently 

and with others 
8 I respect others 
9 I take pride in my work including the presentation of my work and exercise books 
10 I keep my hands, objects and inappropriate comments to myself 

 
 Remote Learning:  Every child in the Secondary Phase can access their school computer files from 

home.  They can do this using RM Portico, a web-based system that allows students to download and 
upload files to and from the school ICT network.  Students can log in to RM Portico by clicking the "RM 
Portico" button on the ‘Secondary Phase’ drop down menu of the school website, or by navigating 
directly to https://portico.whgs-academy.org.  They need to log in with their network username and 
password.  

 
 Parent Gateway (Years 7 to 13):  WHGS has invested in the SIMS Parent Gateway which allows parents 

to have secure access to information concerning your child’s attendance, assessment reports, timetable 
and term dates.  To enter the Parent Gateway visit https://slg.whgs-academy.org/slg/parent.  All 
parents should now have a username and password.  If you have any problem in accessing the system 

or have mislaid your login details, please e-mail reports@whgs-academy.org 
 

I hope that your child(ren) has settled in well to the new term and please get in touch with us if there is 
anything you wish to discuss. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland 
Principal 
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