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Welcome to the Early Years Foundation Stage at 
William Hulme’s Primary Phase

At William Hulme’s Grammar School, our Early Years Foundation Stage caters for children 
from age 3 to 5 years.  We currently have two full time Nursery Classes and two full time 
Reception Classes.

Learning in the Early Years

We follow the curriculum guidance set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework.  
Children will acquire new knowledge and learn new skills through 7 areas of learning and 
development.  These consist of three Prime Areas which are essential in nurturing a child’s 
natural development and four specific areas.   The Prime Areas are:
 
•	 Communication and Language - development involves giving children opportunities 

to experience a rich language environment; to develop their confidence and skills in 
expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations.

•	 Physical Development - involves providing opportunities for young children to be 
active and interact with their environment whilst  developing  co-ordination and control 
in both their fine and gross motor skills.   

•	 Personal, Social and Emotional Development - involves helping children to develop 
a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop 
respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; 
to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own 
abilities.

The specific areas are:

•	 Literacy - involves encouraging children to use their phonic knowledge to help them 
read and write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials 
(books, poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest and encourage early 
comprehension skills.

•	 Mathematics - involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve 
their skills in counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition 
and subtraction problems; and understanding mathematical patterns.
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•	 Understanding the World - involves guiding children to make sense of their natural 
world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about 
people, places and the environment, both past and present. 

•	 Expressive Arts and Design - involves enabling children to explore and play with a 
wide range of media and materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement 
for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, 
movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.

In our Foundation Stage, we want children to be independent learners and the classroom 
layout reflects this, with resources being freely available to support children’s learning both 
indoors and outside.   Children are encouraged to play and explore and be active.  The 
staff’s role is to engage with the children to develop their creativity and foster critical 
thinking.  The children are expected to tidy up after themselves which promotes care and 
respect for the equipment and gives children a sense of responsibility.  There are sessions 
through the course of the day where the children get together for more formal teaching of 
new skills.

Each term we plan activities based on a different theme.  The theme is usually planned for 
from the interests of the children and it provides opportunities for learning in all areas of 
development.  Areas of the classroom are enhanced to support this topic.   More information 
about the work we are doing will be given in half termly newsletters and displayed on the 
parents’ board.

Behaviour

The children are expected to adhere to the school’s Respect Charter.  Also, part of the 
Personal and Social Curriculum is to teach the children how to build relationships, learn 
about rules and boundaries, and consider their own and other people’s feelings.  In Early 
Years, the staff will embrace day to day incidents and use them as a teaching moment to 
teach important life skills. 

Progress

During the year there will be formal opportunities for you 
to come into school to talk about your child’s progress and 
to discuss progress.  However, staff are always willing to 
talk to you about any individual concerns.  

If you do want to speak 
to the teacher, it is always 
better to meet with them 
after school as mornings are 
rather busy and the children 
are our primary concern.
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The Beginning and End of Sessions

Entrance to the Primary Phase Building is off Springbridge 
Road.  All the classrooms have their own door for dropping 
off and picking up.   It is very important that you are 
punctual for the start of your child’s session and on time 
to collect your child at the end; it is very distressing for a 
child if he or she is the only one left waiting for you.

We encourage all parents to come into school with the 
children.  You are welcome to stay to see your child settled 
to an activity.  Once you are ready to leave please make 
sure you tell your child that you are leaving.

All Early Years children must be brought and collected by an adult.

It is very important that you let us know at the start of the session if someone different 
will be collecting your child at the end. If arrangements change, please ensure that you 
telephone the school office to let us know.   We will not let a child go with someone if we 
have not previously been informed.  Children in Nursery and Reception must be collected 
by an adult.  (Reception children can only be collected by a sibling if prior arrangement has 
been made and they are in Year 10 or above.)

It is always very busy in the 
playground when picking 
up your child so please 
avoid crowding around 
the door and try to stand 
in a similar place in the 
playground each day so that 
the teacher can see you and 
so can your child.  This helps 
enormously and speeds up 
the process for everyone!
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Appointments, Absence and Sickness
Please let us know if your child is going to be late for a session due to a medical appointment.   
It is also important to let us know by telephone if your child is going to be absent due to 
illness. A letter to confirm why your child has been absent is also required when he/she 
returns to school.

If your child has been sick or has had diarrhoea he/she should not return to school until at 
least two full days after symptoms have stopped.

If your child is taken ill at school we will contact you at home or at work.  Please ensure that 
we have an up to date phone number and the number of a relative or friend who could be 
contacted in your absence. If you change your number you must inform the school.

Medicines in School
If your child requires medicine, you may arrange with the school office to administer it, as 
and when required.  Any medicines containing aspirin will not be given, unless prescribed 
by the doctor.

Inhalers for asthma, any antihistamines and completed dosage forms will be kept in class 
and will be administered at the appropriate times by a designated member of Early Years 
staff.

School Meals
Children in Nursery are not entitled to a free school meal and parents will need to pay for 
these.  Our method of payment is ParentPay.  No cash is accepted in school.

We strongly encourage all our Nursery and Reception children to have a school dinner.  There 
is evidence that eating a hot cooked meal at lunchtime does improve a child’s learning.  

Children in Reception are entitled to a free school meal 
under the Government’s Infant Free School Meal Scheme.  

Our meals are cooked on the premises and are planned to 
provide children with a balanced diet.  It is important that 
you let us know if your children have any allergies that we need to be aware of.

To find a copy of the weekly 
menu, please go to the 
school website.
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Snacks and Drinks

The children are entitled to free school milk up until their 5th birthday.  When your child 
starts school we will ask you to complete a claim form for milk so that we can recoup 
the cost.  Once your child is 5, the cost of milk is 36p per day, which needs to be paid in 
advance.  Children who don’t drink milk are offered water as an alternative. 

The school is part of the National Fruit Scheme, so all children under 7, including Early Years 
children, are given a piece of fruit each morning. 

Birthday Treats
Many parents like to send in something for other children to share when it is their child’s 
birthday.  As part of the Early Years Curriculum is to teach children about keeping healthy, 
we would ask that birthday treats are a different type of fruit ie. raisins, strawberries, etc.  
Please note that any form of lollipop is absolutely forbidden on the grounds of 
Health and Safety.  Alternatively, you could send in a book for the class to keep, and we 
could put a certificate in the front saying that it was donated by your child and the date it 
was donated.

Early Years Fund
We ask all parents to contribute £1 per week/or the half termly equivalent towards Early 
Years Fund. This will be collected on a Monday/or the beginning of term and will be used 
to buy baking ingredients, play-dough ingredients, sand, resources for our sensory play, 
healthy snacks for the afternoon, topic related resources, etc.

School Uniform
The Early Years Foundation Stage is a part of the school and all children are expected to 
wear school uniform. 

The school jumper, polo shirt and book bag are avaialble online from johnlewis.com.  All 
other items of uniform which do not carry the school crest may be purchased from your 
supplier of choice.

•	 Boys - Black elasticated trousers / grey shorts for summer (optional)
•	 Girls - Black elasticated skirt or trousers / blue gingham dress for summer (optional)
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•	 White polo shirt with school emblem
•	 School jumper with school emblem
•	 School coat - any colour
•	 Plain black school shoes with Velcro fastening (no laces please)
•	 Crested book bag (Reception only)

PE Kit (Reception only)

•	 Drawstring PE bag
•	 Plain white t-shirt (no collar)
•	 Navy blue shorts
•	 Black pumps (no laces)                            

Please make sure that your child wears suitable shoes 
for running and climbing as this is an integral part of our 
curriculum.  Shoes with Velcro fastenings are essential so 
that children can learn to put them on and take them off 
themselves.  

The children will also spend a considerable amount of time outside in all weathers, so 
please bring a pair of wellingtons that can be kept in school and waterproof clothing, ie 
waterproof trousers and jacket.

In summer, please make sure that your child has a sun hat and that sunscreen is applied 
before school.

We expect all children to be toilet trained.  Please dress your child in clothing that he/she 
can easily manage (eg. trousers with an elasticated waist).  There will understandably be 
accidents and we would ask that you provide your child with a spare set of clothes to be 
used in these circumstances.

Phased Start

In order to help the children settle in at the beginning of their Nursery year, we operate 
a phased start, e.g. they will build up their hours gradually over a number of weeks.  This 
allows us to spend lots of time with every child on their first few days in school to ensure 
that they feel happy and secure in their new environment.  

Use sew-in or iron-on name 
labels in EVERYTHING! 
Thirty black William Hulme’s 
jumpers all look the same 
and pen often becomes 
illegible or wears off after 
a few washes!  We cannot 
be held responsible for 
tracing lost or mislaid items 
of clothing which are not 
clearly labelled.
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School Hours

Both Nursery and Reception classes will start at the same time as the rest of the Primary 
Phase: the classroom doors will be open at 8.35am and will finish at 3.00pm (Nursery)
and 3.05pm (Reception).    

Key Person

Once the children have all started, they will be allocated a key worker.  This key person 
enables your child to have a familiar adult and settle more quickly into the school routine.  
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The Respect Charter 

All children in school are expected to keep the following rules. 

1.  To speak with respect

2.  To behave with respect

3.  To respect the school environment

4.  To have respect for your own learning

5.  To have respect for other students’ learning

Staff Members

Mrs Kate Heaton           Head Teacher of the Primary Phase
Mr Steven Worrall                  Deputy Head Teacher of the Primary Phase

Mrs Clair Halsall                    Head of EYFS and Nursery Teacher
Mrs Gina Fletcher-Orr      Nursery Teacher and Parental Engagement Champion

Mrs Kass Arnold    Reception Teacher and Early Reading Champion
Miss Alice Fisher    Reception Teacher



Contact Details

The academy’s address is:  William Hulme’s Grammar School
      Spring Bridge Road
      Manchester
      M16 8PR

Telephone number:   (0161) 226 2054

E-mail address:    ppreception@whgs-academy.org

Website address:    www.whgs-academy.org.uk 


