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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Attendance and Punctuality  
 
At William Hulme’s Grammar School, we believe that regular school attendance and punctuality is the key to 
enabling children to maximise the educational opportunities available to them.  We expect every student to 
achieve a minimum of 96% attendance and strive for 100% during an academic year.  
 
Students who attend 96% and above have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not 
have regular attendance.  If a student has an attendance figure of 90% or below, they are categorised as a 
persistent absentee and their attendance is a cause for serious concern. 
 

Attendance Percentage Days Missed Weeks Missed Hours Missed 

100 0 0 0 

95 9.5 1.5 57 

90 19 3 114 

85 28.5 4.5 171 

80 38 6 228 

 
As a school we are working very hard to make sure pupils do not have gaps in their learning.  
 
The pandemic has made regular attendance for our pupils a priority.  We would like to take this opportunity 
to encourage you to send your child to school as regularly as possible and to remind you that you should not 
book holidays or go abroad in term time, as this has a significant impact on a child's progress.  
  
Absence During Term Time 
 
You are required under the Education Act (1996) to ensure your child attends school regularly.  If your child 
accrues 10 consecutive sessions (equal to five days) of unauthorised absence, you may be liable for a penalty 
notice. 
 
As a Principal/Headteacher, I am unable to authorise absence unless there are exceptional circumstances 
and, in the majority of cases, absences will not be approved.   
 
You should also be aware that taking too much time off school can result in your child losing their school 
place.  I must also advise you that should your child lose their place here, you will be required to apply to the 
Local Authority for readmission to William Hulme’s Grammar School.  It is unlikely that your child will be 
readmitted to William Hulme’s Grammar School due to the high demand for places. 
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William Hulme’s Grammar School prides itself on the resilience of its students and their families.  During the 
COVID-19 pandemic many of you worked tirelessly to ensure that your children attended regularly and 
accessed the best education possible.  It has been a source of great pride to see students consistently access 
their lessons remotely and to witness them striving to catch up where gaps may have been left.  
 
We would like to take the opportunity to sincerely thank and acknowledge all of you who have, against all 
odds, followed guidelines and sent your children to school as regularly as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely  

  
Mr P Mulholland  Mrs K M Heaton 
Principal Primary Phase Headteacher 
 
 


