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Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Primary Phase Update 
 
As you will know, following the advice from its scientific advisors, the Government has announced its 
intention to allow primary schools to re-open in a phased approach from 1 June.  It is our intention to stagger 
a re-opening of the Primary Phase as we are satisfied that this is the right thing to do for our community.  
Whatever we put in place, we will be ensuring that we are implementing, in full, what the government’s 
scientists have concluded is safe and appropriate for the school environment.  
 
Whilst it is expected that Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will return from 1 June, there is currently no 
date set for when pupils in other year groups will be able to return.  I will continue to update you and all 
other parents as our planning develops. 
 
Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 
 
Speaking to parents and staff over the past couple of days, I know that many people are feeling a mix of relief 
and some anxiety.  We are all relieved that, after so many weeks at home, children will be able to return to 
school and be with their friends and teachers.  However, I know that some parents and children will be 
anxious about returning after such a long time and with the on-going concerns about COVID-19 very much in 
our minds. 
 
In its advice, the government has set out a ‘hierarchy of controls’ - 5 important areas that schools can act on 
to significantly reduce the risk of infection.  Our plans consider all of these: 
 
1. Minimising contact with those who have or live with someone with symptoms of COVID-19 
2. Increasing pupils’ and staff personal hygiene 
3. Ensuring good respiratory hygiene 
4. Increased cleaning of surfaces and equipment 
5. Re-organising pupils and the school day 
 
The biggest change to school life that we are planning for now is how we can effectively manage the number 
of pupils and staff that your children play and learn with.  In order to make class sizes smaller and minimise 
unnecessary contact between groups of pupils and staff, we have organised classes as follows: 
 
◼ Year 6 will be split in to 6 bubbles of 10 children 
◼ Year 1 will be split in to 4 bubbles of 15 children 
◼ Reception will be split in to 4 bubbles of 15 children 
◼ Nursery will be split in to 4 bubbles of 13 children 
 
You will receive a year group letter by the end of this week which outlines what a return to school will look 
like for your child.  This will detail the safety measures put in place and what the school day will entail. 
 

Cont’d…



William Hulme’s Grammar School is part of United Learning.  United Learning comprises: UCST 
(Registered in England No: 2780748. Charity No. 1016538) and ULT (Registered in England No. 
4439859. An Exempt Charity). Companies limited by guarantee.   VAT number 834 8515 12. 
Registered address: United Learning, Worldwide House, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough PE3 6SB. 

Principal: Peter Mulholland BA Hons (Oxon), MA 
William Hulme’s Grammar School, Spring Bridge Road, Manchester, M16 8PR 
Tel: 0161 226 2054   Email: enquiries@whgs-academy.org    
Website: www.whgs-academy.org 

   

- 2 - 
 
 
Years 2 – 5  
 
We will be continuing to run our full online programme until further notice, and I would urge you to 
encourage your children to continue to engage with this.  
  
Whilst we have a great deal to do to ensure that school is ready for those who are due to return from 1 June, 
our commitment and level of support to Years 2 – 5 will not waiver.  Your children remain an equal priority 
to me and to staff across the school.  In the meantime, thank you for your continued support for your child’s 
online learning.  
 
I know that many parents will have questions, but I would urge you to be patient as we continue to update 
you over the next few days. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

   
Mrs K M Heaton Mr S Worrall  Mr P Mulholland 
Primary Phase Headteacher Primary Phase Deputy Headteacher Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 


