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Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Arrangements for Year 10 and Year 12 in the Final Half Term 
 
As we approach the half term break, I wanted to thank you all for supporting your children in their online 
learning since Easter and to update you on our plans for the phased return to school for Year 10 and Year 12. 
 
Over the past few weeks it has been heartening to see the level of participation by pupils across the school 
in their learning from home programme.  I know how hard staff have been working in developing materials 
and in running virtual lessons in all subjects.  I would like to thank them for their dedication and commitment 
to the school during this time.  
 
Also, we are all highly appreciative of the role that you as parents and carers have been playing in encouraging 
your children to learn online and for making the necessary adaptations to home life so that they are able to 
engage fully in their lessons. 
 
As you will know, the Government has announced that some children will be able to return to school from 
1 June, if it is safe to do so.  A final decision will be taken by the Government and its scientists on 28 May 
about whether its five tests around the controlling of COVID-19 are being met. 
 
Pupils in Year 10 and Year 12 are the only Secondary Year Groups that will be able to return before the 
summer holidays and, even then, they will neither return on a daily basis nor as a full Year Group. The 
Government has announced that, to begin with, those pupils who most need it should receive some face-to-
face time with teachers.  Their return will be used to build on what they are learning online at home. 
 
We have already spent a great deal of time planning for this and will be completing a full Risk Assessment 
before the school reopens to any pupils.  New cleaning and hygiene regimes will be in place for the 
foreseeable future and access will only be allowed to very specific parts of the school site. 
 
Our intention is to begin the reopening process slowly and carefully so that we can ensure that everything 
we do protects the health and welfare of pupils and staff. 
 
We will spend the week commencing 1 June focusing on a small number of pupils and then broadening this 
out in subsequent weeks.  
 
For the week commencing 1 June, Year 10 students may be invited in for face-to-face discussions to review 
how their wellbeing and academic progress has been since lockdown began.  These discussions will be by 
appointment only and will follow social distancing guidelines.  If you would like your child to have a 
discussion, please inform Ms Boustead (alyson.boustead@whgs-academy.org) or myself 
(peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org).  
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From the week commencing Monday 8 June, all Year 10 students will be invited into school for one day a 
week from 9.00am to 1.00pm.   They will be in a small group or ‘bubble’ of 10 students, with a maximum of 
30 students being in school on any one day.  The bubbles have been created from Form Groups and each 
bubble will attend on the same day each week and only come into contact with the same teachers.  Social 
distancing will be maintained while at school and the majority of the time will be spent in the classroom.  
They will continue to learn online using Microsoft Teams.  We have produced a detailed risk assessment and 
will write to you in more detail about how this will work during week commencing Monday 1 June.   
 
Year 12 students will continue to work from home on Microsoft Teams until further notice and will receive 
at least two live lessons per week in each subject.  They will be invited in for individual face-to-face 
discussions to discuss their wellbeing, academic progress, careers’ and UCAS applications.  We also anticipate 
that students will sit examinations before the end of the year to assess the work they have completed in Year 
12, including during the school closure.  The date of these examinations will be confirmed in due course. 
 
Whenever students are in school, they must adhere to the following: 
 

◼ Wear clean uniform every day that they are in school; 
◼ Remain within the group of pupils they have been assigned to – with no exceptions; 
◼ Remain within the area of the school they have been assigned to at all times; 
◼ Follow all instructions given to them by staff including on hygiene, use of school facilities, uniform, 

and arrival and departure from school. 
 
Any pupil who feels unwell or displays any symptoms of Covid-19 must remain at home.  You will be able to 
access a test from the NHS which will tell if they have the virus.  If your child does display symptoms, please 
do not send your child into school. 
 
As mentioned above, throughout this next half term, when Year 10 and Year 12 pupils are not in school, they 
will still be expected to follow the online curriculum.  Further details will be given to pupils about the 
timetable for this during week commencing 1 June. 
 
Thank you again for your support, understanding and encouragement at this time.  We look forward to 
welcoming our pupils back to school and ensuring that they finish this academic year well placed to begin 
their exam years in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
P Mulholland 
Principal 


