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Dear Parents/Carers  
  
Easter Message for Parents 
   
I hope that you and your families are keeping well in very challenging circumstances.  I also hope that you will 
manage to have a break and some quality family time over the Easter holidays.  I appreciate how difficult it 
is to adapt to a new way of living at the moment, and our school will do everything we can to support you 
and your family. 
 
Learning from Home 
I would recommend that you spend time talking to your child(ren) about how their home learning is going.  
Our website has a great deal of information about how to access their learning as well as some help and 
guidance to help everyone’s well-being: www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home   
 
As I mentioned in my previous letter, most Primary Phase children are doing really well with their learning 
and thank you for ensuring that this is happening.  However, we are still finding that not all children in the 
Secondary Phase are engaging with their learning.  The Easter break is a chance for everyone to catch up and 
please let me know if your child(ren) need additional support for this.  I appreciate that there can be 
difficulties getting access to a family device, so please work out a rota for your children.  To understand more 
about how Microsoft Office365 and Teams work in Years 6-13 here are some user-friendly guides: 
 
◼ Parent Guide 

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/distance-learning-with-office-365-guidance-for-parents-and-
guardians-89d514f9-bf5e-4374-a731-a75d38ddd588  

 
◼ Student Guide 

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/remote-learning-with-office-365-for-students-eea3ee92-ba42-
4217-90d4-155f9a5477e4  

 
I would appreciate your feedback about how Home Learning is going.  You can send messages to me at 
peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org.  
 
Free School Meals  
For pupils on free school meals, a new government scheme will commence after the Easter holidays.  
Vouchers will be worth £15 per week per child.  If we have your email address, we will send an ‘eCode’ directly 
to you.  You will then need to choose an eGift card from a range of supermarkets.  If we do not have an email 
address for you, we will select an eGift card on your behalf, and print and post the eGift card to you. 
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Online Safety 
Online safety is an extremely important issue, and awareness of how to stay safe online is essential during 
this period of remote learning.  The best advice I can give you is to be aware of how frequently your son or 
daughter is accessing the internet and the types of apps and websites he or she is visiting. 
 
Below is the link to the school's website page that provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with 
guidance about online safety (open the Online Safety tab).  The webpage also includes recent newsletters, as 
well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance.  
www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding  
 
A particular App that has been drawn to our attention recently is House Party, and this is a good example of 
an App that needs to be used with caution and with high privacy settings.  If you have any concerns regarding 
online safety, please contact WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org and you can also report online 
abuse via the CEOP link on our website. 
 
Vulnerable Students and Children of Key Workers 
The school will remain open after the Easter break for a small number of vulnerable pupils and those whose 
parents and carers are key workers.  This will be on the same basis as before the holidays.  Children who are 
in school are subject to normal school rules and follow a rigorous timetable of study supervised by teachers 
and Learning Support Assistants.  School is only open to these pupils between the hours of 8.35am and 
3.05pm.   
 
A Levels and GCSEs 
The government has released guidelines for how A Level and GCSE grades will be awarded.  We are dealing 
with this and please do not contact teachers directly about predicted grades as this is not part of the 
government’s decision-making process.  In the meantime, the best thing you can do is to ensure that your 
children are completing work set by their teachers to the best of their ability. 
 
History House Competition 
The History Department has set up a competition for students to take part in over the Easter Holidays.  We 
are living in uncertain but ultimately poignant and historically significant times.  We would like our students 
to be part of the process of documenting our experience of the pandemic and life in lockdown.  The 
competition is on our website in more detail.  Winners will receive vouchers to WHSmith/Waterstones to 
allow them to purchase a book. 
www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/HistoryCompetition.pdf 
 
I would like to share with you what we would have shown to students in our end of term assemblies today.  
Although the term was cut short, the students still took part in some fabulous events and activities before 
the closure - we hope you will enjoy watching and listening with your children - follow the link below and 
enjoy!  www.whgs-academy.org/news/newsletters/spring-2020  
 
I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support in this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.   
Yours sincerely 

  
P Mulholland   
Principal  
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