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Dear Parents/Carers  
  
Start of Summer Term Message for Parents 
  
I hope that you and your families are keeping well in very challenging circumstances.  I also hope that you 
managed to have a break and some quality family time over the Easter holidays.  I appreciate how difficult it 
is to adapt to a new way of living at the moment, and our school will continue to do everything we can to 
support you and your family. 
 
Learning from Home   
From Monday, 20 April, we will be re-launching our Learning from Home strategy.  It is vital that your 
child(ren) are engaging with the work that has been set and responding to feedback from their teachers.  I 
hope that you spent time talking to your child(ren) about how their home learning is going.  A few parents 
did contact me directly and I will respond to any issues that you raise.  As a reminder, my email address is 
peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org.   
 
Our expectation for how much work your child should do each day is as follows: 
 

◼ Nursery to Year 5 - Daily SWAYS outline our expectations – normally at least one hour a day plus a 
range of selected activities. 

◼ Year 6 - Daily Teams work outline our expectations – normally at least one hour a day plus a range of 
selected activities.  

◼ Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) - Where possible, pupils should follow their normal school timetable; if that 
is not possible, at least 2 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   

◼ Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) - Ideally and where possible, pupils should follow their normal timetable; 
if that is not possible, at least 3 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   

◼ Sixth Form - At least 4 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   
 
Our website has a great deal of information about how to access their learning, as well as some help and 
guidance to help everyone’s well-being: www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home   
 
You will also be asked for your views about Home Learning in a United Learning survey, which will be sent to 
you in the week beginning Monday, 27 April. 
 
Free School Meals  
For pupils on free school meals, the new government scheme will commence from Monday, 20 April.  
Vouchers will be worth £15 per week per child.  If we have your email address, we will send an ‘eCode’ directly 
to you.  You will then need to choose an eGift card from a range of supermarkets.  If we do not have an email 
address for you, we will select an eGift card on your behalf, and print and post the eGift card to you.  
 

cont’d… 
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Online Safety 
Online safety is an extremely important issue, and awareness of how to stay safe online is essential during 
this period of remote learning.  The best advice I can give you is to be aware of how frequently your son or 
daughter is accessing the internet and the types of apps and websites he or she is visiting.   
 
Below is the link to the school's website page that provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with 
guidance about online safety (open the Online Safety tab).  The web page also includes recent newsletters as 
well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance: 
www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding  
 
Vulnerable Students and Children of Key Workers 
The school will open again today, Monday 20 April, for a small number of vulnerable pupils and those whose 
parents and carers are key workers.  This will be on the same basis as before the holidays.  Children who are 
in school are subject to normal school rules and follow a rigorous timetable of study supervised by teachers 
and Learning Support Assistants.  School is only open to these pupils between the hours of 8.35am and 
3.05pm.   
 
A Levels and GCSEs 
The government has released guidelines for how A Level and GCSE grades will be awarded.  We are dealing 
with this and please do not contact teachers directly about predicted grades as this is not part of the 
government’s decision-making process.  In the meantime, the best thing you can do is to ensure that your 
children are completing work set by their teachers to the best of their ability. 
 
House Competitions 
We want to make sure that we maintain our ethos during school closure.  We have two great competitions 
running.   
 

◼ In Art and Photography, students and staff are asked to create some Wellbeing Artwork and 
Photography to express their creativity during 'lockdown'.  We have already received some lovely 
examples and these are included at the end of the link below.  The deadline is Friday, 1 May 2020.  
www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/ArtCompetition.pdf  

◼ In History, students can write personal testimonies about their experience of COVID-19 - they can 
write it however they wish so long as it is personal and accurate to their experience.  
www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/HistoryCompetition.pdf  

  
Ramadan Mubarak 
Many of our families will begin Ramadan next week and we appreciate that this is very important for many 
families.  
 
I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support in this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
 
Yours sincerely 

  
P Mulholland   
Principal  
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