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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Centre Assessed Grades and University Admissions 
  
I would like to thank and congratulate all of you for your patience, resilience and understanding over the 
past few days.  Everyone at WHGS appreciates how unsettling last Thursday’s awarding of grades was for 
many students and we have been incredibly impressed by how our Year 13s have coped with the situation 
and its potential impact on the next stage of your education. 
  
As you will know, Ofqual announced yesterday that Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) will now be used as 
A Level grades for this year where these are higher than the grades you received last week.  CAGs are the 
grades that your teachers here believed you would have received had you been able to sit the exams this 
summer.  A great deal of work went in to allocating these and we believe they are a fair reflection of how 
your hard work and exam preparation would ultimately have been recognised in your grades this summer.  
 
Yesterday’s announcement will be helpful, I hope, for those of you who so far have been unable to secure 
either your Firm or Insurance choice of university.  Thankfully many of you were able to take up your first 
choice offer and other students have already accepted offers elsewhere.  If you are happy with the choice 
you have made then you need take no further action.  If, however, the awarding of CAGs now mean that you 
have successfully met your Firm or Insurance choice offers, there is a strong chance that you will now be able 
to take one of these up.  
  
The advice we are receiving is that you should contact the Admissions Department of your university of 
choice, as soon as possible, to inform them that you are now able to take up their offer.  Due to the scale of 
the issues being resolved, however, there is no guarantee that you will be ultimately be successful so please 
do not cancel any offer you have accepted elsewhere before your first choice place has been confirmed.  The 
Sixth Form team at WHGS are here to help you with this and to talk through your options with you.  If are 
not already in contact with them, please do get in touch with Miss Smith or Mr Howarth as soon as possible 
so that we can help you finalise your next move. 
  
Over the next few days, you will receive the official confirmation of your grades for this year, but please do 
not wait for these before contacting your university of choice.  If you have any questions about your grades 
please do contact Mr Howarth.  
 
There are still plenty of places in the system as Clearing was not as busy as expected and some universities 
are still offering places with relatively low grades requirements.  In this case, please contact universities 
through Clearing with your Centre Assessed Grades and make sure you use these as evidence for your 
suitability of a place on that course. 
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We have been advised that a student with grades of BCC or above might have a chance of gaining a place 
through Clearing at a Russell Group university, but this will depend on the course.  In particular, students 
might want to try the following universities: 
  

◼ Sheffield 
◼ Nottingham 
◼ Glasgow 
◼ Queen Mary 
◼ Cardiff 
◼ Bristol 
◼ Southampton 
◼ Newcastle 
◼ Liverpool 
◼ Warwick 
◼ UEA 
◼ Sussex 

 
Everyone at WHGS is incredibly proud of you all and wish you the very best for the future.  The changes 
announced yesterday remove a great deal of the unfairness that was apparent last week and should benefit 
those of you who were so disappointed on Thursday. 
  
Do please let us help you and do not hesitate to contact Miss Smith, Mr Howarth or myself for assistance at 
such an important but complex time. 
 
Best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal 


