
Christmas Message from the Principal 

– 17 December 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers   

As we move towards the Christmas break, many of us are thinking about celebrating together as a 

family and enjoying the festive season.   

Our school community has recently celebrated together with a Christmas lunch and our annual 

Christmas Concert which showcased the wonderful musical talents of a number of our pupils.  It was 

a pleasure to see so many of you there to support them.  

It has been a very busy, successful term for our staff and pupils.  In the midst of our teaching and 

learning, preparation for all our matches, concerts, musical celebrations and community activities, we 

have still had to time to run many fantastic co-curricular events.   

Alongside keeping up with their A-Level studies, Year 13 are ensuring their UCAS application forms are 

complete. Our Oxbridge candidates and medics have been put through the rigours of interview 

practice and several offers at prestigious institutions have already been received.  A team of A Level 

students also took part in the Bar Mock Trial at the Manchester Crown Courts and did the school 

proud. 

The children in the Primary Phase are benefiting from the introduction of Forest School; by spring, 

Years, 2, 5 and 6 will be taking part and we are determined to spread the message about how 

important being outdoors is for all children.  Our after-school sports clubs are also busier than ever.  

Our Primary Phase Social Action Group have been busy supporting “Penny Appeal” this term.  They 

encouraged children to donate food items at Harvest time and have just handed over an incredible 

147 shoe boxes to be distributed to homeless people in Manchester.  

Finally, in the Primary, our Christmas celebrations have been in full swing with the KS1 Nativity, the 

Christmas Fair, the KS2 Carol Concert, our panto “Beauty and the Beast” and the EYFS sing song in 

their outdoors area.  Thank you for the support from the staff and parents, without which this would 

not be possible. 

In the Secondary Phase we continue to be the highest achieving and most oversubscribed school in 

the whole of Manchester.  Whilst we are continuing to set very high academic standards for all our 

pupils, we are also keen to develop the whole person, with more pupils achieving the prestigious Star 

Student award this term. 

I am really proud of our contribution to charity fundraising such as the Shoebox Appeal, when we 

collected an amazing 90 shoeboxes for the Homeless Christmas Appeal. Our Heads of School and 

House Leaders have also run a number of events, such as charity sports matches, bake sales and an 

own clothes day to raise money for homeless charity ‘A Bed Every Night’; thank you to all who have 

donated. 

There has also been an impressive amount of trip and enrichment experiences for our pupils as the 

link to the end of term review illustrates. 

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/newsletters/autumn-2019


As the Y11 mock examinations are fast approaching, now is a good time to remind you that we have 

subscribed to the award-winning GCSEPod service to give your child access to thousands of hours of 

professionally produced, audio-visual content using their devices at home.  So far this academic year, 

our students have downloaded over 25,000 pods. 

As we look forward to a spring term of new challenges and successes, we say ‘Goodbye’ to Mrs 

Brandwood, Miss A Daly, Mr Roberts, Mr Dutton and our sixth form students from Switzerland and 

wish them all well in their future ventures.  We are also saying ‘Hello’ to Dr Talukdar, Ms Park, Ms Butt 

and welcome back Mrs Bostock and at the end of January, Mrs Turan. 

Finally, on behalf of all of our staff and governors, I would like to thank you all for your continued 

support this year and I hope that you all have a relaxing Christmas break.  School re-opens for pupils 

on Tuesday 7 January 2020. 

Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland 
Principal 
 

 

 

 


