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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update – End of Term Arrangements and COVID Updates 
 
I am writing to thank you for your tremendous support in getting children back to school this term and to 
inform you about arrangements for the last day of term, Thursday 17 December. 
 
Thursday 17 December 
We will have a staggered end to the term to ensure that all pupils have left school by 2.00pm: 
 
◼ Primary Phase will leave after lunch as follows: 

 

• Year 3 and Nursery at 1.00pm 

• Years 1, 2 and 4 at 1.10pm 

• Years 5, 6 and Reception at 1.20pm 
 

◼ Secondary Phase will leave after lunch and remote assemblies as follows: 
 

• Year 7 at 1.30pm 

• Year 8 at 1.35pm 

• Year 9 at 1.40pm 

• Year 10 at 1.45pm 

• Year 11 at 1.50pm 
 

◼ Sixth Form will leave after Period 2 at 12.25pm 
 
COVID Updates 
◼ Firstly, it is essential that everyone – students, parents and staff – continue to follow the NHS guidance 

and that they do not come into school if they are experiencing any symptoms.  Thus, we would ask every 
parent to keep any child displaying symptoms of COVID-19 at home and immediately inform the school 
at WHGSAROUNDCOVID19@whgs-academy.org.   

◼ Likewise, if any member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, please keep your child at home 
and inform us as soon as possible.  Here is a really useful link to help you: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/9
06663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf  

◼ We are still having incidents of parents sending their child to school whilst a parent is waiting for a test 
result. This results in some parents getting a positive test result and their child has been in school.  This 
can result in school closures.  EVERYONE must stay at home in your family if ANYONE goes for a test. 

◼ If a student becomes unwell at school with a high fever, new continuous cough or has a loss of, or change 
in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home.  We will arrange for them to 
be looked after safely, separately from others, until they can be collected.  They will be expected to self-
isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a COVID-19 test. 
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◼ Should we experience a confirmed case of COVID-19 within our school community, we work closely with 

the Department for Education (DfE) and our local Health Protection Team to ensure the situation is 
managed quickly and effectively.  We have put in place stringent control measures as per the DfE’s 
guidance in order to minimise the need for larger groups of children to self-isolate should there be a 
positive case within school.  

◼ In the event of any students having to self-isolate, they will have access to online learning and live 
teaching from the following morning.   

◼ The DfE has told all schools to continue to ‘track and trace’ any positive cases for up to six days after the 
end of term and inform parents if their children are affected.  If your child tests positive or develops 
symptoms within 2 days of them being in school, please notify the school at: 
WHGSAROUNDCOVID19@whgs-academy.org.  

 
Thank you again for your overwhelming support over the past few months.  Everyone at the school is 
delighted to have had our students back and I will send you an end of term newsletter next week with many 
positive and uplifting stories from the autumn term.    
 
Together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this period of uncertainty positively and 
well prepared for the future.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
P Mulholland   
Principal 
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