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Dear Parents/Carers   
 

Christmas Message from the Principal  
 
As we move towards the Christmas break, many of us are thinking about celebrating together as a family and 
enjoying the festive season.   
 
Our school community has recently celebrated together with a Christmas lunch and our annual Christmas 
Concert which showcased the wonderful musical talents of a number of our pupils.  It was a pleasure to see 
so many of you there to support them.  
 
It has been a very busy, successful term for our staff and pupils.  In the midst of our teaching and learning, 
preparation for all our matches, concerts, musical celebrations and community activities, we have still had 
to time to run many fantastic co-curricular events.   
 
It has been another busy term for our Sixth Form students.  Alongside keeping up with their A-Level studies, 
Year 13 are ensuring their UCAS application forms are complete.  Our Oxbridge candidates have been put 
through the rigours of interview practice, as have our Dentistry and Medicine applicants.  We are pleased to 
report that several offers at prestigious institutions have already been received. 
 
The House Leaders have also been responsible for getting social action groups and charity fund-raising events 
off the ground, and the House Leaders are due to present their updates to the school’s leadership team this 
week. 
 
In Sixth Form extra-curricular life, a team of Year 12 students took part in the Bar Mock Trial in November 
and did the school proud in the competition at the Manchester Crown Courts.  A group of Year 12 and 13 
students are currently busy preparing for the Model United Nations competition at Manchester High School 
for Girls in January, and we wish them the best of luck.  There has also been a full programme of House 
sporting events during Senior Games, and as ever there has been fierce competition between the Houses.  
The new format of mixed male and female teams has proven to be very popular. 
 
We are also very pleased to report that the Sixth Form have surpassed the school attendance target of 96% 
for this term.  This is testimony to the commitment our students show to their studies.   
 
In the Primary Phase, we have had an excellent term and we are the most over-subscribed Primary school in 
Manchester.  Growth mindset is continuing to embed with a great visit from Hannah Russell, a Paralympian 
swimmer. The children took part in sports and growth mindset sessions, being sponsored to complete an 
assault course which raised over £2000! 
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Our writing adventure, using the Talk 4 Writing approach has really taken off. Children’s writing skills are 
improving each and every day and there is a real love of writing spreading across the primary phase. Well 
done children! 
 
We have also entered a number of competitive sporting events this term. Lots of children have been involved 
in football, tag rugby, tennis and multi sports tournaments. Our children make us very proud with their team 
spirit and we have had some great successes. 
 
Finally, our Christmas celebrations have been in full swing with the KS1 Nativity, the PTA Christmas Fair, the 
KS2 Carol Concert, our panto “Aladdin” and the EYFS sing song in their outdoors area. All were lovely events 
enjoyed by all. Thank you for the support from the PTA, the staff and parents – without which this would not 
be possible. 
 
In the Secondary Phase we continue to be the highest achieving and most oversubscribed school in the whole 
of Manchester.  Whilst we are continuing to set very high academic standards for all our pupils, we are also 
keen to develop the whole person.  More pupils have achieved the prestigious Star Student award this term 
and I am really proud of our contribution to charity fundraising such as the Shoebox Appeal.  We collected 
an amazing 59 shoeboxes for the Homeless Christmas Appeal and thank you to everyone who donated.  There 
has also been an impressive amount of trip and enrichment experiences for our pupils as the link to the end 
of term review illustrates. 
 
As we look forward to a Spring term of new challenges and successes, we say ‘Goodbye’ to Mrs Vickers, Miss 
Tomkins, Miss Douglas, Mrs Lockett and our sixth form students from Switzerland and wish them well in their 
future ventures and ‘Hello’ to Miss Leather, Mr McAleese, Miss Rhead, Mr Steinman, Miss Cleverly and Mr 
Tromans.  In addition, Mrs Begum and Mrs Purcell will commence maternity leave at the end of term and we 
wish them all the very best. 
 
As the Y11 mock examinations are fast approaching, now is a good time to remind you that we have 
subscribed to the award-winning GCSEPod service to give your child access to thousands of hours of 
professionally produced, audio-visual content using their devices at home.  So far this academic year, our 
students have downloaded over 25,000 pods. 
 
A Spring date for your diaries is 13-15 March 2019 when we will be staging our school production of the play 
‘Our Day Out’ by Willy Russell.  The play centres around a hilarious and chaotic school trip to Conwy Castle 
in North Wales.  Pupils from years 8 – 13 will be involved with acting, stage managing and technical theatre.  
Tickets will and will go on sale in January. 
 
Finally, on behalf of all of our staff and governors, I would like to thank you all for your continued support 
this year and I hope that you all have a relaxing Christmas break.  School re-opens for pupils on Tuesday 8 
January 2019. 
 
Yours sincerely 

  
P Mulholland 
Principal 
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