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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Weekly Update from the Principal  
    
I hope that you and your families are keeping well and that the summer term continues to go well.  As always, 
our school will continue to do everything we can to support you and your family.   
 
Return to School: September 2020 
As you will know, the Government has announced the very good news that all schools will be re-opening in 
full, from September. 
  
We have now received the full Government guidance about how this will work and we are currently finalising 
our plans for how we will deliver this at WHGS.  At all times, the safety, health and wellbeing of pupils and 
staff will be of the greatest importance and we will be ensuring that everything needed is put in place over 
the Summer. 
  
Our intention is that the school will run as normally as possible within the guidance.  There will be a number 
of restrictions that will impact on this, however, and we will be writing to you before the end of term with 
specific details of how these will operate.  In that letter we will also confirm arrangements for the very 
beginning of term. 
  
We look forward to welcoming back all our pupils when the Autumn Term begins.  In the meantime, please 
do continue to ensure your child continues with their online learning or, if in Nursery, Reception, Years 1, 5, 
6, 10 and 12, that they attend school when required until the end of term. 
 
Primary Phase 
Thank you so much to everyone in the Primary Phase who has made the return to school a great success.  We 
now have children in Nursery, Reception, Year 1, Year 5 and Year 6 alongside 2 bubbles of key workers’ and 
vulnerable children.   
 
Secondary Phase 
Year 10 students are now back in school for one morning a week and have had 1:1 sessions to discuss their 
wellbeing and progress in their home learning.  There are now 3 bubbles for key workers’ and vulnerable 
children and Year 12 assessments are taking place this week.   
 
Should there be any staff shortages, I will inform parents as soon as possible if a group or bubble of children 
cannot attend.   
 
We have done everything we can to make our school as safe as possible.   You can view our Risk Assessment 
and all the letters that have gone home to parents on our website: 
www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/mailings-to-parents  
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I would like to emphasise that we aim to ensure that whether in school or at home, pupils receive a high-
quality education that enables them to progress through the curriculum.  Pupils who are continuing to learn 
at home will continue to be a focus of staff attention and care, particularly where they are known to be 
vulnerable. 
 
Learning from Home   
In the meantime, we are continuing with Learning from Home. 
 
In the Primary Phase, Sways and Teams work continue to be set each morning and we are generally pleased 
with the level of engagement.  Please be aware that there may be less engagement because more teachers 
are on site. 
 
In the Secondary Phase, the current engagement with school work is improving for most pupils and thank 
you for your continued support with this.  You should all have received a second engagement report and 
please discuss this with your child(ren).  We need to establish a better routine for all our students so that 
they follow their normal timetable in school.  It is vital that you help us with this and reinforce this message 
to your children.  All Year 10 and 12 students are receiving at least one live lesson a week in every subject 
and Key Stage 3 students will receive at least one live lesson a week in EBacc subjects (English, Maths, Science, 
Humanities and Languages) and one a fortnight in the Arts and Technology subjects.  This has proved to be 
very successful and popular. 
 
Our staff will be in touch to support your wellbeing and help you if your child(ren) are struggling to access 
and complete their work.  Face-to-face meetings with Pastoral staff have begun for Key Stage 3 pupils who 
are not engaging with their home learning.  I expect parents and carers to attend with them.   
 
We have provided additional support and alternative timetables for children with EHCPs, and parents/carers 
have been contacted about this.   
 
If your child is sharing a device or there are problems with your internet connection, then please email me if 
your child does not have access to their own device and I will see what I can do.  My email address is 
peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org. 
 
To improve support for pupils and their families who are learning from home, we have created a new email 
address for the Secondary Phase remotelearning@whgs-academy.org.   
 
Reports to Parents 
Primary Phase: Annual Reports will be sent home before the end of term. 
 
Secondary Phase: The 2nd Pupil Engagement Report has been sent home last week.  The 3rd and final 
Engagement Report will be sent home in the final week of term.  Subject Next Steps for Year 10 and Year 12 
will also be sent home at the end of term. 

 
Year 11 and Year 13 Students 
I will be writing soon to all parents explaining how exam boards will be allocating grades and our 
arrangements for Results Days.  
 
The Post-16 Transition page on the school website provides A Level Bridging courses for students, aiming to 
attend our Sixth Form in September.  For those pursuing vocational courses, the page provides course 
information and materials from local colleges, such as The Manchester College.  Our Careers Team (Mr 
Kathrada, Head of Careers, Ms Bhaimohmed, Impact Centre Manager and Mr Lindley, Head of Year 11) will 
also be contacting students who have not yet confirmed their choices for September.  
 
In Year 13, Miss Smith and Mrs Hilton and the rest of the Sixth Form Team are available to support our Year 
13 students in their applications to university or apprenticeships. 
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Wellbeing and Safety 
If you would like support with school work, please contact the relevant teacher or Head of Year.  If you feel 
you need any other type of support, please contact WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org or 
refer to the Safeguarding section on the school website (www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding) 
for a range of organisations able to offer help. 
 
There are also plenty of resources for all the family:  
Wellbeing: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/StudentWellbeing.pdf 
Keeping Active: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/KeepingActive.pdf  
 
The school's website provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with guidance about online safety 
(www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding - open the Online Safety tab).  The webpage also 
includes recent newsletters, as well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance.  
 
Free School Meals  
The National Free School Meals voucher scheme is in place across the school.  As you will be aware, Marcus 
Rashford’s campaign has ensured that this will also be available throughout the summer holidays.   
 
William Hulme's Way Star Award 
The Primary Phase is continuing with its rewards as usual.  In the Secondary Phase, pupils will receive a Star 
Award certificate and Star Badge if they are awarded grade 1s for their Home Learning.  The top student in 
each year group will receive a tablet.   Any excellent examples of work from across the subjects are placed 
on the WHGS Wall of Excellence. 
 
House Competitions 
These competitions have helped to maintain our ethos during partial school closure and there are some great 
examples of students' work across the whole school on our website:  
www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home  
 
PSHE Update 
In response to Covid-19 our emphasis in PSHE across the school in the Autumn term will be on health and 
wellbeing and supporting students as we recover from the pandemic.  I will be writing to you all in more 
detail about the PSHE programme later this week. 
 
End of Term Arrangements 
In the Primary Phase, there will be celebration Sways for all year groups and a socially distanced celebration 
for Year 6 outside in bubbles. 
 
In the Secondary Phase, there will be end of year celebration assemblies led by HOYs and we will try to send 
out a video to all pupils as well. 
 
School will be closed to all pupils over the summer. 
 
Arrangements for the Start of the New Academic Year  
A reminder of our term dates for the next academic year is available on our website:  
www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/key-dates.   
 
We will hold an Induction Day for the new Year 7 and 12 students on Friday 4 September, so that they can 
meet staff and get used to school routines.     
 
All pupils will then return to school on Monday 7 September.  
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I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support at this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal 


