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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Weekly Update from the Principal  
    
I hope that you and your families are keeping well and that you had a relaxing half term break.  I also hope 
that families who celebrated Eid had a lovely family occasion.  We are all adapting to a new way of living at 
the moment, and our school will continue to do everything we can to support you and your family.   
 
I have written to all parents about our plans for a partial re-opening of the Primary Phase for Nursery, 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils this term and how we will organise contact with Year 10 and 12 students 
from Monday, 15 June.  As you know, the safety of pupils, staff and parents is at the top of my list of priorities 
as we seek to make plans.  I want to assure you that when pupils do return, they will come back to a school 
that is fully prepared and meets the hygiene and social distancing requirements that the Government’s 
scientists advise is necessary.  Please remember that if your child is feeling unwell or has any symptoms of 
Coronavirus, you must not send them into school.  Should there be any staff shortages, I will inform parents 
as soon as possible if a group or bubble of children cannot attend.  Attached, please find a Risk Assessment 
and here is a link to all the letters that have gone home to parents: 
www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/mailings-to-parents  
 
Arrangements in school for key workers’ children and vulnerable pupils will continue.   We are emphasising 
a strict protocol for Secondary Phase pupils as follows: 
 
◼ They will use the hand sanitizer when they enter Reception and sit at separate tables in the school 

Dining Hall until they are escorted to D11 and D12, using the back stairs 
◼ They will be in school uniform 
◼ Normal school rules apply – especially with regard to the use of mobile phones 
◼ They must wash their hands regularly  
◼ They must conform to 2 metre social distancing when they are in D12 and D11, the Dining Hall and 

around the site 
◼ They will work on school laptops on individual desks 
◼ They will use the staff toilets on the 1st floor of the Donner building – one at a time 
◼ At breaks and lunchtime, they will be escorted down the back stairs to the Dining Hall 
◼ They can only be in the Dining Hall or areas at the back of the school building at break and lunchtime 
◼ They will do PE and games in the afternoon 
 
I would like to emphasise that we aim to ensure that whether in school or at home, pupils receive a high-
quality education that enables them to progress through the curriculum.  Pupils who are continuing to learn 
at home will continue to be a focus of staff attention and care, particularly where they are known to be 
vulnerable. 
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Learning from Home   
In the meantime, we are continuing with Learning from Home with more live teaching in the Secondary Phase 
in the final half term.  Please be aware that due to the partial re-opening of the Primary Phase, there may be 
less engagement because of more teachers being on site.  Our staff will be in touch to support your wellbeing 
and help out if your child(ren) are struggling to access and complete their work.  It is important that your 
child(ren) are engaging with the work that has been set and responding to feedback from their teachers.  I 
hope that you are talking to your child(ren) about how their home learning is going.   
 
We are also providing additional support and alternative timetables for children with EHCPs, and parents/ 
carers have been contacted about this.   
 
We have purchased 100 Chromebooks to support families with home learning.  The first wave has been 
allocated to all Pupil Premium pupils in Year 10 and all looked after children in the Secondary Phase.  We 
have let eligible parents know and they are being collected safely from Reception.   
 
There are some spare devices in school, so please email me if your family does not have access to a device 
and I will see what I can do.  My email address is peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org. 
 
To improve support for pupils and their families who are learning from home, we have created a new email 
address for the Secondary Phase remotelearning@whgs-academy.org.   
 
Year 11 and Year 13 Students 
We are delighted to announce the launch of a Post-16 Transition page on the school website:   
www.whgs-academy.org/sixth-form/a-level-transition-resources  
 

 
 
This page provides A Level Bridging courses for students, aiming to attend our Sixth Form, with preparatory 
course materials for the A Levels that they hope to study in September.  For those pursuing vocational 
courses, the page provides course information and materials from local colleges, such as The Manchester 
College.  Our Careers Team (Mr Kathrada, Head of Careers, Ms Bhaimohmed, Impact Centre Manager and 
Mr Lindley, Head of Year 11) will also be contacting students who have not yet confirmed their choices for 
September.  
 
In Year 13, Miss Smith and Mrs Hilton and the rest of the Sixth Form Team are available to support our Year 
13 students in their applications to university or apprenticeships. 
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Wellbeing and Safety 
If you would like support with school work, please contact the relevant teacher or Head of Year.  If you feel 
you need any other type of support, please contact WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org or 
refer to the Safeguarding section on the school website (www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding) 
for a range of organisations that can offer help. 
 
There are also plenty of resources for all the family:  
Wellbeing: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/StudentWellbeing.pdf 
Keeping Active: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/KeepingActive.pdf  
 
The school's website provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with guidance about online safety 
(www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding - open the Online Safety tab).  The webpage also 
includes recent newsletters, as well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance.  
 
Free School Meals  
The National Free School Meals voucher scheme is now in place across the school.  We have also ensured 
that this scheme covered the half-term break as well.  If you have not received your vouchers yet, please 
contact the school via email address Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org  or telephone 0161 241 1469. 
 
Vulnerable Students and Children of Key Workers 
The school remains open for a small number of vulnerable pupils and those whose parents and carers are 
key workers.  Children who are in school are subject to normal school rules and follow a rigorous timetable 
of study supervised by teachers and Learning Support Assistants.  School is only open to these pupils between 
the hours of 8.30am and 3.00pm.    
 
William Hulme's Way Star Award 
The Primary Phase is continuing with its rewards as usual.  In the Secondary Phase, pupils will receive a Star 
Award certificate and Star Badge if they are awarded 5*s for their Home Learning.  The top student in each 
year group will receive a tablet.   We are celebrating excellent examples of work in the Primary Phase on our 
website and the Secondary Phase ‘WHGS Wall of Excellence’.  
 
House Competitions 
We want to make sure that we maintain our ethos during school closure.  We have a wide range of great 
competitions running across the whole school.  Further details are in the Learning from Home section 
(www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home): 
 
Two competitions have closed, and I have been so impressed with the quality of the entries across the school. 

◼ The Art and Photography competition is closed and there is a news article on our website, showing 
the winning entries: 
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4677/pupils-get-creative-in-at-
home-art-and-photography-competition 

◼ The History competition has also closed.  There are some remarkably moving pieces of work, and the 
winning entries can be viewed on our website: 
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4676/history-house-competition-
winners-announced 

◼ The Eid competition has now closed.  Here are the links to both the Primary and Secondary Phase 
entries: 

• www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4683/eidcommunity-
competition-primary-phase-entries 

• www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4682/eidcommunity-
competition-secondary-phase-winners 

◼ Winners will be announced shortly for the May Book of the Month competition. 
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There is still the chance to get involved in a number of other exciting competitions across the school: 
 

◼ The Sixth Form Eco Group has launched a competition asking for art and photography on the theme 
of ‘Our Environment’.  
https://www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/EcoCompetition.pdf  

◼ Key Stage 3 Wow virtual talent show.   
https://www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/WOWFactor_Virtual.pdf  

 
I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support at this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal 
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