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Dear Parents/Carers 
  
Coronavirus Concerns and Update 
 
As you know, at William Hulme’s Grammar School, we continue to take the health and safety of our pupils 
and staff very seriously.  Although government policy is not to close schools at this time, there is a possibility 
that this policy will change in the near future.  I would like to assure you that we have put into place our 
contingency plans to manage such a situation.  The school is following the advice from the Government 
through both the Department of Education and Public Health England and I will let you know immediately if 
the situation changes.  
 
Currently, it is business as usual.  This means that we expect all pupils to attend school unless they develop 
a new and persistent cough and/or have a temperature of 37.5˚ or above.  If they have either or both of these 
symptoms, they should stay at home in self-isolation for a period of 7 days from when the symptoms started.  
 
The examinations watchdog OFQUAL is also monitoring the situation and will give us guidance for the 
upcoming examination season should it be needed.  I would also like to assure you that should the situation 
arise when we are asked to close the school, teachers will be able to continue to set learning tasks through 
the school website (www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home) and Microsoft Teams. 
 
Students will also have the opportunity to submit work and have it assessed.  This should ensure that all 
students can continue to learn whilst not in school.  All students will need some internet access for this and 
it would be very helpful that, if they don’t have this facility at home, you let us know as soon as possible, so 
that we can make some alternative provision. 
 
Meanwhile, I can assure you that the school is undergoing rigorous cleaning to prevent the spread of any 
virus.  We are continuing to remind students to wash their hands regularly and keep to the common-sense 
rules for avoiding the spread of a virus whilst continuing to attend school and enjoy their learning. 
 
Preventing the Spread of Infection   
  
Please ensure you and your children follow these general principles to prevent the spread of any respiratory 
virus:   
 

◼ Wash your hands often - with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, or use an alcohol-based 
sanitiser if soap and water are not available  

◼ Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands   
◼ Avoid close contact with people who are sick   
◼ Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in a bin  
◼ Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces in the home  
◼ If you are worried about your symptoms, please call NHS 111 – do not go directly to your GP or other 

healthcare provider 
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Where to Find the Latest Information  
  

◼ Updates on COVID-19:  
www.gov.uk/coronavirus    

 
◼ Guidance for educational settings:   

www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19   
 

◼ Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas:   
www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus    

 
◼ Latest Department for Education information:   

twitter.com/educationgovuk   
www.facebook.com/educationgovuk/     

 
Department for Education Coronavirus Helpline 
 
The Department for Education coronavirus helpline is now available to answer questions about COVID-19 
relating to education and children’s social care.  Staff, parents and young people can contact this helpline as 
follows: 
 
Phone:  0800 046 8687 

Email:  DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk  

Opening Hours:  8.00am to 6.00pm (Monday to Friday) 

 
As previously stated, this is a changing situation and we will continue to follow the official advice.  We will 
keep parents informed via email and by updating information on the school website as required. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
  
P Mulholland 
Principal 
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