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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Weekly Update from the Principal  

    

I hope that you and your families are keeping well.  Hopefully, you are adapting to a new way of living at the 

moment, and our school will continue to do everything we can to support you and your family.   

 

In the light of the Government announcement on Sunday, Mrs Heaton and myself have written to all Primary 

Phase parents this morning.  We are producing a plan for a re-opening of the Primary Phase for pupils in 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 after May half-term and hope to circulate the plan later this week.  I want to 

assure you that when pupils do return, they will come back to a school that is fully prepared and meets the 

hygiene and social distancing requirements that the Government’s scientists will advise is necessary.   

 

Learning from Home   
In the meantime, we are continuing with Learning from Home.  Our staff will be in touch to support your 

wellbeing and help out if your child(ren) are struggling to access and complete their work.  It is important 

that your child(ren) are engaging with the work that has been set and responding to feedback from their 

teachers.  I hope that you are talking to your child(ren) about how their home learning is going.  We are now 

able to allocate Chromebooks to all Pupil Premium pupils in Year 10 and all looked after children in the 

Secondary Phase.  They are due to arrive this week, and we will let eligible parents know the arrangements 

for collection in due course.  

 

Year 11 and Year 13 Students 
As you know, we believe that keeping our Y11 and Y13 students in good study habits during lockdown is the 

best preparation for their next stage of study.  As GCSE and A-level course content has been delivered in the 

majority of subjects (A-level Further Maths students will continue to work on their course for another week), 

our Y11 students are now able to focus on the transition to the next stage of their education.   

 

To this end, we will be launching a Post-16 Transition page on the school website on Monday, 18 May.  This 

page will provide students, aiming to attend our Sixth Form, with preparatory course materials for the 

A-levels that they hope to study in September.  For those pursuing vocational courses, the page will provide 

course information and materials from local colleges, such as The Manchester College.  Our Careers Team 

will also be contacting students who have not yet confirmed their choices for September.  

 

In Year 13, Miss Smith and Mrs Hilton and the rest of the Sixth Form Team are available to support our Year 

13 students in their applications to university or apprenticeships. 

 

Support for Parents in the Secondary Phase 
Elevate is an award-winning organisation that has been working with our school to help your child become 

a more effective learner.  They are hosting an exclusive webinar for parents at schools that they work with, 

across the UK, to show you how you can help your child study most effectively.  Details of the event are as 

follows:  
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Title:  How to help your child study effectively without becoming the enemy   

Date:  Tuesday, 12 May 2020  

Time:  6:00pm – 7:00pm  

Cost: Free  

Sign up Link:  https://www.elevatecoaching.info/webinar-uk-1/  

 

Parent Surveys 

The United Learning survey of Secondary Phase parents highlighted the following strengths and areas for 

development which we will address.  There will be a second survey later this month that will also include 

Primary Phase parents.   

 

Strengths 

1. The learning tasks are challenging for your children. 

2. The school cares about you, your child and your needs. 

3. Your child can generally do all the work their teachers are setting. 

 

Areas where we can improve 

1. We need to ensure that all families are being supported in Home Learning.  There will be more devices 

available soon for homes where there is no access to technology and staff are contacting all parents 

whose children are not engaging to offer help and support. 

2. We also need to ensure that we strike the right balance between academic work and wellbeing activities.  

There are PSHE lessons being set as well as a wide range of activities on our website that focus on 

wellbeing and keeping active: 

Wellbeing: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/StudentWellbeing.pdf 

Keeping Active: www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/KeepingActive.pdf  

 

We are also providing additional support and alternative timetables for children with EHCPs and 

parents/carers have been contacted about this.   

 

Wellbeing and Safety 
If you would like support with school work, please contact the relevant teacher or Head of Year.  If you feel 
you need any other type of support, please contact WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org or 
refer to the Safeguarding section on the school website (www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding) 
for a range of organisations that can offer help. 

 
The school's website also provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with guidance about online safety 
(www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding - open the Online Safety tab).  The webpage also 
includes recent newsletters, as well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance.  
 
Free School Meals  
The National Free School Meals voucher scheme is now in place across the school.  An email has been sent 

to all eligible parents asking that you confirm your email address so we can get these vouchers to you.  If you 

have not already done so, please check and respond to that email or contact the school via email address 

Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org  or telephone 0161 241 1469. 

 

Vulnerable Students and Children of Key Workers 
The school remains open for a small number of vulnerable pupils and those whose parents and carers are 

key workers.  Children who are in school are subject to normal school rules and follow a rigorous timetable 

of study supervised by teachers and Learning Support Assistants.  School is only open to these pupils between 

the hours of 8.30am and 3.00pm.    
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William Hulme's Way Star Award 
The Primary Phase is continuing with its rewards as usual.  In the Secondary Phase, pupils will receive a Star 

Award certificate and Star Badge if they are awarded 5*s for their Home Learning.  The top student in each 

year group will receive a tablet.   We are celebrating excellent examples of work in the Primary Phase on our 

website and the Secondary Phase ‘WHGS Wall of Excellence’ will be launched on Monday, 18 May.  

 
House Competitions 
We want to make sure that we maintain our ethos during school closure.  We now have a wide range of great 
competitions running across the whole school.  Further details are in the Learning from Home section 
(www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home): 
 
Two competitions have closed, and I have been so impressed with the quality of the entries across the school. 

◼ The Art and Photography competition is closed and there is a news article on our website, showing 
the winning entries: 
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4677/pupils-get-creative-in-at-
home-art-and-photography-competition 

◼ The History competition has also closed.  There are some remarkably moving pieces of work, and the 
winning entries can be viewed on our website: 
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4676/history-house-competition-
winners-announced 

 
There is still the chance to get involved in a number of competitions across the school: 

◼ In DT, students can enter our Eid Competition.  They can create their own 3D mosque / masjid, or 
place of worship, or a model of our school. 

◼ In PE, there is a “Keepie Uppies” Challenge. 
◼ The LRC has launched the May book of the month competition. 
◼ Coming soon: an Eco Group Competition created by our Sixth Form students linking to 'Our 

Environment'.  More details will be provided in next week’s update.  
 
We can also celebrate the success of some of our Year 10 pupils.  Last term 46 members of the year group 
took part in an online international Biology competition.  In total, 23,695 students took part in the 
competition from 367 schools worldwide.  All of our pupils represented the school at a high level with eight 
pupils achieving the ‘Commended’ award and nine pupils achieving the ‘Highly Commended’ award.  In 
addition, four pupils scored highly enough to gain the Bronze award and one student excelled and achieved 
the Silver award.  All pupils should be incredibly proud of their achievements! 
 
Ramadan Mubarak 
We are now in the third week of Ramadan and we appreciate that this is a very significant time for many of 
our families.   
 
I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support at this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal      
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