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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Weekly Update from the Principal  
    
I hope that you and your families are keeping well.  Hopefully, you are adapting to a new way of living at the 
moment, and our school will continue to do everything we can to support you and your family. 
 
Learning from Home   
We are logging engagement across the school and our staff will be in touch to support your wellbeing and 
help out if your child(ren) are struggling to access and complete their work.  It is important that your child(ren) 
are engaging with the work that has been set and responding to feedback from their teachers.  I hope that 
you are talking to your child(ren) about how their home learning is going.  If you are having problems with 
internet connectivity and devices at home, please contact me directly.  We may be able to provide support 
for you, with Year 10 as the priority. My email address is peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org  
 
As a reminder, our expectation for how much work your child should do each day is as follows: 
 

◼ Nursery to Year 5 - Daily SWAYS outline our expectations – normally at least one hour a day plus a 
range of selected activities. 

◼ Year 6 - Daily Teams work outline our expectations – normally at least one hour a day plus a range of 
selected activities.  

◼ Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) - Where possible, pupils should follow their normal school timetable; if that 
is not possible, at least 2 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   

◼ Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) - Ideally and where possible, pupils should follow their normal timetable; 
if that is not possible, at least 3 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   

◼ Sixth Form - At least 4 hours a day using Microsoft Teams.   
 
We are also providing additional support and alternative timetables for children with EHCPs and 
parents/carers will be contacted this week about this.  Our website is regularly updated and has a great deal 
of information about how to access learning as well as some help and guidance to help everyone’s wellbeing 
(www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home).  You have also been asked for your views about Home 
Learning in a United Learning survey and I will be able to provide feedback from this survey in next week’s 
update. 
 
Wellbeing 
If you would like support with school work, please contact the relevant teacher or Head of Year.  If you feel 
you need any other type of support, please contact WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org or refer 
to the Safeguarding section on the school website (www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding) for a 
range of organisations that can offer help. 
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Online Safety 
Online safety is an extremely important issue, and awareness of how to stay safe online is essential during 
this period of remote learning.  The best advice I can give you is to be aware of how frequently your son or 
daughter is accessing the internet and the types of apps and websites he or she is visiting.   
 
The school's website also provides parents/carers and learners of all ages with guidance about online safety 
(www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding open the Online Safety tab).  The web page also includes 
recent newsletters, as well as links to organisations that can provide further help and guidance.  
 
Free School Meals  
The National Free School Meals voucher scheme is now in place across the school.  An email has been sent 
to all eligible parents asking that you confirm your email address so we can get these vouchers to you. If you 
haven’t already done so, please check and respond to that email or contact the school via email address 
Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org  or telephone 0161 241 1469. 
 
Vulnerable Students and Children of Key Workers 
The school remains open for a small number of vulnerable pupils and those whose parents and carers are key 
workers.  Children who are in school are subject to normal school rules and follow a rigorous timetable of 
study supervised by teachers and Learning Support Assistants.  School is only open to these pupils between 
the hours of 8.30 am and 3.00 pm.  A reminder that Friday, 8 May is a bank holiday, so school will be closed. 
 
A Levels and GCSEs 
The government has released guidelines for how A Level and GCSE grades will be awarded.  We are dealing 
with this and please do not contact teachers directly about predicted grades as this is not part of the 
government’s decision-making process.  In the meantime, the best thing you can do is to ensure that your 
children are completing work set by their teachers to the best of their ability.  We will shortly be moving to 
transition work for Year 11, so that they can start preparing for the next stage of their education.  I will provide 
more details in next week’s update. 
 
William Hulme's Way Star Award 
The Primary Phase is continuing with its rewards as usual.  In the Secondary Phase, pupils will receive a Star 
Award certificate and Star Badge if they are awarded 5*s for their Home Learning.  The top student in each 

year group will receive a tablet.   We are celebrating excellent examples of work in the Primary Phase on our 
website and the Secondary Phase ‘WHGS Wall of Excellence’ will be launched on Monday, 18 May.  
 
House Competitions 
We want to make sure that we maintain our ethos during school closure.  We now have a wide range of great 
competitions running across the whole school.  Further details are in the Learning from Home section 
(www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home): 

◼ In Art and Photography students and staff were asked to create some Wellbeing Artwork and 
Photography to express their creativity during 'lockdown'.  We have received many fantastic entries, 
and these will be showcased on our website.  Winners will be announced on 20 May.  

◼ In History, students can write personal testimonies about their experience of COVID-19 - they can 
write it however they wish, so long as it is personal and accurate to their experience. 

◼ In DT, students can enter our Eid Competition.  They can create their own 3D mosque / masjid, or 
place of worship, or a model of our school. 

◼ In PE, there is a “Keepie Uppies” challenge. 
◼ The LRC have launched the May book of the month competition. 
◼ Coming soon: an Eco Group Competition created by our Sixth Form students linking to 'Our 

Environment'.  More details will be provided in next week’s update.  
 

cont’d… 
  

http://www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding
http://www.whgs-academy.org/Parent-Info/Safeguarding
mailto:Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org
mailto:Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org
http://www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home
http://www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home


 

- 3 - 
 
 
 
 
Ramadan Mubarak 
We are now in the second week of Ramadan and we appreciate that this is a very significant for many of our 
families.  Please try to ensure that your child(ren) are still learning during this period. 
 
I will continue to update you with important information as we receive it.  I will communicate with you by 
email and text but please do regularly check on the school’s website.  Thank you for your overwhelming 
support in this difficult time and together, we will ensure that our school community comes through this 
period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
 
Yours sincerely 

  
P Mulholland   
Principal  


