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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update – Week Commencing 12 October 2020 
 
I am writing to thank you for your tremendous support in getting children back to school.  We have had a 
great start with over 90% attendance across the school, which is higher than the national and local average.  
This is a remarkable achievement given the high rate of infection in the Manchester area. 
 
Our students have continued to settle in remarkably well and behaved with great responsibility.  We have all 
had to adapt to a number of changes and the new systems have worked smoothly.   
 
I have sent a Greater Manchester COVID-19 guide to you all and here is a reminder of our school procedures: 
 

◼ Firstly, it is essential that everyone – students, parents and staff – continue to follow the NHS 
guidance and that they do not come into school if they are experiencing any symptoms.  Thus, we 
would ask every parent to keep any child displaying symptoms of COVID-19 at home and 
immediately inform the school.  Likewise, if any family member displays symptoms of COVID-19, 
your children must stay at home and immediately inform the school. 

◼ Secondly, if a child or a family member has had a test, whilst they await the result, you must all stay 
at home.  Likewise, if any member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, please keep your 
child at home and inform us as soon as possible. 

◼ If a student becomes unwell at school with a high fever, new continuous cough or has a loss of, or 
change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home.  We will arrange 
for them to be looked after safely, separately from others, until they can be collected.  They will be 
expected to self-isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a COVID-19 test. 

◼ Any students who are self-isolating will have work set by the school: 

• In Nursery/Reception and KS1, Microsoft Sways will be set. 

• In KS2, Secondary Phase and the Sixth Form, all work will be set on teams with live lessons 
wherever possible.  

◼ Should we experience a confirmed case of COVID-19 within our school community, we work closely 
with the DfE and our local Health Protection Team to ensure the situation is managed quickly and 
effectively.  Using NHS Test and Trace data, they advise us on what next steps – if any – we will need 
to take as a school.  We have put in place stringent control measures as per the DfE’s guidance in 
order to minimise the need for larger groups of children to self-isolate in the event of a positive 
case within school.  

◼ In the event of any large number of students having to self-isolate or in the event of a local lockdown 
that means we are required to close the school, we will immediately revert to the online learning 
that worked well last term.  We very much hope that we do not need to return to any form of 
lockdown but, if we do, we are confident that we will be able to continue with all students’ learning 
from home.  Once again, the support of parents in ensuring children access these resources will be 
vital. 

 
Cont’d… 

 

https://www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/Library/PDF/Mailings/Covid%2019%20Advice%20for%20Parents%20in%20GM%20(1).pdf
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Here are some updates from each phase of our school: 
 
Whole School 
 

◼ House System Update – As 2020 has been a momentous year of change in many ways, we felt that 
our House names no longer reflected our vibrant and diverse school culture and, with that in mind, 
we made the decision to change the names.  Our student House Leaders were asked to research 
potential candidates who were more relevant to our lives today, not that they had to be 
contemporary, but had to reflect the qualities and values that we aspire to.  The whole school 
community, from Primary to Sixth Form, voted and the new names for our Houses are Johnson, 
Pankhurst, Turing and Bell.  Please read more about them on our website: 
www.whgs-academy.org/about-us/the-house-system  

 
Primary Phase 
 

◼ Please ensure you drop off and pick up your child at school at the allocated stagger times.  You must 
not be late.  In this current climate, it is more important than ever that children arrive on time.  Please 
do not stand around the playground or leave your child unattended. 

◼ Parents must always socially distance from each other whilst on site. 
◼ Nursery parents who need to be close to any members of staff to hand over an unsettled child, MUST 

wear a face covering. 
◼ Year 3-6 parents need to purchase a PE kit from www.swischoolwear.co.uk if you have not already 

done so.  It is compulsory for children to wear this kit. 
 
Secondary Phase 
 

◼ Please ensure that your child does not arrive too early.  We open the gates at 8.00am.   
◼ Masks must be worn whilst students are waiting to enter the site and on corridors. 
◼ Please purchase a reusable mask for your child rather than using disposable ones. 
◼ Physical contact between pupils is strictly forbidden to help keep everyone safe. 
◼ Please do not stand outside the school gates at the end of the day as this inhibits parents using the 

pavement with ease to collect pupils from the Primary phase of the school. 
◼ Please pay for school lunches on ParentPay, on-line banking (contact the Finance Office) or by cheque 

made payable to WHGS with your child’s name and year group on the back of the cheque. 
 

Sixth Form 
 

◼ Please remember that we have amended the school day for Sixth Form students, so they now only 
need to attend when they have lessons.  This includes remote lessons in the event of a staff absence. 
Students are welcome to use the Sixth Form Centre for private study during the day and until 5.00pm 
in the evening. 

 
Thank you for your overwhelming support over the past few months.  Everyone at the school is delighted to 
have our students back.  We know that there is a great deal to do and that the year ahead may still be subject 
to some interruptions.  However, we are entirely focused on making sure that in every lesson, every day, 
every student continues to learn and thrive.  Together, we will ensure that our school community comes 
through this period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  
  
Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/about-us/the-house-system
http://www.swischoolwear.co.uk/

