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19 October 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Principal’s Update – Week Commencing 19 October 2020 
 
I am writing to thank you for your tremendous support in getting children back to school.  We have had a 
great start with over 90% attendance across the school, which is higher than the national and local average.  
This is a remarkable achievement given the high rate of infection in the Manchester area.  Our students have 
continued to settle in remarkably well and behaved with great responsibility.  We have all had to adapt to a 
number of changes and the new systems have worked smoothly.  Here are some positive stories from an 
excellent first half-term. 
 
Black History Month  
 
At WHGS we are committed to ensuring our pupils flourish academically and socially. We support diversity 
and equality in all its forms. We are a vibrant, dynamic and harmonious community and, as part of Black 
History Month, we have highlighted the issue of race and racism.  
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4818/black-history-month-at-whgs 
 

 
 
Racism has no place in our school or wider society.  We asked our students to enter a competition to design 
an Anti-Racism poster.  There were so many great entries with powerful and uplifting messages.  Please take 
a few moments to look some of the very best under latest news on the website.  The winning poster was 
designed by a Year 7 student.  Well done everyone who entered the competition. 

Cont’d… 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4818/black-history-month-at-whgs
https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4819/anti-racism-poster-competition-winners
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House System 
 
The House system is one of the most traditional aspects of William Hulme's Grammar School.  Pupils value 
their membership of a House and are proud to compete for their House, both on the sports field and in the 
academic world.   
 
As 2020 has been a momentous year of change in many ways, we felt that our House names no longer 
reflected our vibrant and diverse school culture and, with that in mind, we made the decision to change the 
them.  Our House Leaders were asked to research potential 
candidates who were more relevant to our lives today, not that they 
had to be contemporary, but had to reflect the qualities and values 
that we aspire to.   
 
The whole school community, from Primary to Sixth Form, voted and 
the new names for our Houses are Johnson (named after Len 
Johnson, Boxer and Civil Rights Activist), Pankhurst (named after 
Emmeline Pankhurst, Suffragette), Turing (named after Alan Turing, 
OBE, Scientist) and Bell (named after Dr Erinma Bell, Peace Activist).   
 
On Tuesday, 13 October 2020, we were delighted to welcome Dr 
Erinma Bell to the school.   Dr Bell met with students, toured the 
school and delivered an assembly to the Sixth Form and Secondary 
students. 
  
www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-
news/artmid/532/articleid/4823/dr-erinma-bell-visit 
 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d… 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4823/dr-erinma-bell-visit
http://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4823/dr-erinma-bell-visit
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Recovery Curriculum in the Primary Phase 
 
As we all returned to school, we knew how important it was to recognise our experiences during lockdown 
and then move forward to focus on our well-being and new connections to teachers, other adults and 
children. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cont’d… 

Year 6 released 

their worries 

through their 

worry monsters… 

 A Year 1 child thinking 

about how she can show 

that she cares… 
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Year 1 have done some of their learning from home this half-
term. Even though they were at home, they still made sure they 
were using all of their learning powers to produce some 
fantastic work.  
 
Every day they did some phonics, handwriting, English, maths 
and either science or geography.  The work carried on from 
where we were in school, so we finished our gingerbread man 
stories and work on ordering numbers.  They were fantastic at 
being creative with items from around the house, like pasta, 
pens and toys, to help them with their maths learning.   

 
 
 

Cont’d… 

Year 5 thought of a 

worry buster for every 

letter of the alphabet. 

Happiness buckets (Y2) and writing about 

building relationships (Y4) 
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Year 6 Forest School  
 
This half term, Year 6 have been exploring the great outdoors.  Every Tuesday, Year 
6 have taken part in Forest School, developing their den building skills, a deeper 
understanding of nature and had practical, hands on experiences of fire building 
and fire safety.  
 
Year 6 have had an amazing 6 weeks developing their confidence, self-esteem, 
resilience and communication skills.  
 
Alongside completing Forest School on site, Year 6 attended Adlington Forest to 
continue their learning and emerge themselves in the great outdoors even further.  
The children skillfully used knives to whittle wood into camping pegs, toasted 
delicious marshmallows on a roaring fire, learnt how to safely climb trees, made 
hilarious mud faces on trees and had a blast in the outdoor rope course.  The 
children all returned very muddy but with HUGE smiles on their faces.  Here is 
what some of the Year 6 pupils had to say:  
 
“I love Forest school! It is a place to be carefree and have lots of fun.” Zunaira 
 
“I really enjoy being outdoors and learning in the fresh air. The views are breath 
taking too!” Sohaib 
 
World Mental Health Day 
 
On Friday 9 October, we celebrated World Mental Health Day in school by joining in with the #helloyellow 
campaign. 
 
Staff and students joined together to show that we all care about one another and positive mental health by 
wearing an item of yellow clothing or a yellow accessory.  So many people got involved and there was a really 
positive energy around school.  Our Heads of School in Sixth Form also produced a video about mental health 
that all students watched during form time and a House competition wordsearch and quiz saw Carla in Year 8 
as the winner for Johnson House. 
 
Mental Health is an extremely important topic and we all should know how we can promote positive mental 
health in ourselves and others, so it was fantastic to be able to mark the day in such a colourful way! 

 

 
 
 

Cont’d… 

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4821/world-mental-health-day-2020-helloyellow
https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4821/world-mental-health-day-2020-helloyellow


 

- 6 - 
 

 
  
Extra-curricular Programme 
 
At William Hulme’s we believe that participation in enrichment activities is key to developing a child’s 
character and is even more important in the current climate as to prepare our students for the challenges of 
the continually changing modern world.  We encourage every child to take part in an enrichment activity 
and, therefore, we are very pleased to announce that our after-school Enrichment programme will be starting 
after half term.  The Enrichment Programme will take place in Year Group bubbles and will follow the advice 
given by the Government.  Within the Enrichment Programme, we will continue to emphasise with both staff 
and students the importance of handwashing and hygiene, in line with the guidance about how best to 
prevent the spread of infection. The enrichment timetable can be found on the school website:  
www.whgs-academy.org/secondary/extra-curricular-programme 
 
Creative Art and Photography  
 
Students have been creating fantastic structure drawings inspired by Antonio Gaudi and insect nature 
sketches. The Photography GCSE group have been creating landscape edits and layering with their own 
paintings.  

 

 
 

 Cont’d… 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/secondary/extra-curricular-programme


 

- 7 - 
   
Sixth Form University Applications Have Started 
 
We are delighted that a high proportion of our Year 13 students are early applicants, which means they have 
applied for the most competitive courses at prestigious universities.  Two students have applied for Medicine 
and Physics at the University of Oxford and one for Engineering at the University of Cambridge.  In addition, 
a further six have applied for Medicine at a variety of other universities and two for Dentistry.  
 
Applying to these courses and universities requires a lot of support, and we would like to thank to our new 
Early Applicant Co-ordinator, Miss Kaufman, for her help and guidance with their applications and references. 
Good luck to them all. 
 
Thank you for your overwhelming support over the past few months.  Everyone at the school is delighted to 
have our students back.  We know that there is a great deal to do and that the year ahead may still be subject 
to some interruptions.  However, we are entirely focused on making sure that in every lesson, every day, 
every student continues to learn and thrive. Together, we will ensure that our school community comes 
through this period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future. 
   
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
P Mulholland   
Principal 


