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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Welcoming all our Students Back to School 
 
I am writing to remind you of the arrangements that we have put in place to ensure that your children can 
return to school safely this term.  We are looking forward to all pupils returning from Monday 7 September.  
This means that every Year Group will be able to attend, every day.  This is vital for children’s education and 
wellbeing and is something that we know will be welcomed across the school community.  There will also be 
an Induction Day for the new Nursery, Reception, Year 7 and Year 12 students on Friday 4 September. 
 
Following the publication of the Department for Education’s (DfE) guidance for reopening schools, we have 
updated our risk assessment so that we can reopen for everyone in line with the Government’s and 
scientists’ advice.  Key to this will be ensuring that everyone in school follows stringent hygiene practices and 
that we are careful about the number of different people that students come into contact with at school.  I 
wrote to you all last week about the changes in the Primary Phase and Secondary Phase and this link will take 
you to these letters on our website: www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/mailings-to-parents  
 
One major change is that because of local lockdown measures in Manchester, pupils in the Secondary 
Phase and Sixth Form must wear face coverings in communal areas such as corridors.  Please ensure that 
you provide a mask for your child each day and a plastic bag for them to store it in when not in use. 
 
Travel To and From School: 

◼ If you are dropping your child off by car, please do not park on Spring Bridge Road or wait outside the 
school gates so that we can preserve the safety of all members of the school community.  Primary Phase 
pupils (Nursery to Year 4) can be brought and collected from school by one parent. Year 5 and 6 pupils 
will be left at the school gates but can be collected at the end of the day.  There is a one-way system on 
the school site for parents. 

◼ Secondary Phase pupils will be able to travel to and from school as normal, but we would request that, 
wherever possible, they travel with pupils in their Year Group bubble and practise social distancing.  If 
they are travelling on public transport, they will be required to wear a mask. 

◼ Staff will be on duty to welcome your child and wish them well at the end of the day.  
 

Attendance: 

◼ We know that all students will require some degree of catch up after the disruption of the past few 
months.  It is, therefore, essential that every pupil attends every day from the beginning of term so that 
we can quickly return to normal curriculum content.  

◼ Attendance will be required at school and will be monitored as it has been in the past.  Unauthorised 
absence will be treated as such and followed up accordingly. 

 
Cont’d… 

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/4714/welcome-back-to-school
https://www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/Library/PDF/Mailings/WHGS%20RA%20Aug31.pdf
http://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/mailings-to-parents
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School Routines and Expectations: 

◼ A full curriculum will be offered to all students. 
◼ We know that students thrive best when they have routine, consistency and stability around them.  We 

will, therefore, be doing everything we can to ensure that, wherever possible, school life is as close to 
what they are used to as possible.  Thus, all the academy’s existing policies and expectations on issues 
such as behaviour and uniform will be in place, as normal, with updates as required to reflect adherence 
to safety and hygiene measures. 

◼ Pupils must not act maliciously in relation to social distancing measures put in place (such as deliberately 
coughing, spitting, sneezing at others or making physical contact especially aggressive behaviour). Such 
behaviour will not be tolerated and the school will deal severely with any such instances. 

 
Food: 

◼ For health and safety reasons, we will only be able to offer grab bags in the first half-term at lunchtime 
and no snacks at break.   

◼ Also, the cash machines are a real COVID risk, so these will have to be switched off and all payments 
must be on ParentPay, by cheque or standing order. 

◼ The food offer will be a sandwich (cheese, tuna, ham or egg), water and a dessert (cookie, flapjack or 
fruit pot). 

◼ For pupils in EYFS and KS1, grab bags will be delivered to rooms.  Pupils can select their choice of filling 
every Monday for that week. 

◼ For pupils in KS3, grab bags will be delivered to rooms.  Pupils can select their choice of filling in the 
extended form period on Monday 7 September.   

◼ Pupils in KS2 and KS4 will select grab bags from the dining rooms or the POD. 
◼ Sixth Form students will use their café as usual. 
 
Meetings in School: 

◼ Parents wishing to meet with school staff must first contact Reception with their enquiry.  Reception staff 
will email the details to relevant staff member(s) to respond. 

◼ Stage 1 - staff will contact parent by telephone to resolve the matter raised.  If this is not possible then 
it will be escalated to Stage 2. 

◼ Stage 2 - Parent meeting will be arranged at a time convenient for staff and in line with social distance 
guidelines. 

◼ Parents must not arrive at Reception without an appointment. 
 
COVID Precautions: 

◼ The Government’s scientific advisors have also set out what will happen if any student or member of 
staff displays symptoms of COVID-19.   

◼ Firstly, it is essential that everyone – students, parents and staff – continue to follow the NHS guidance 
and that they do not come into school if they are experiencing any symptoms.  Thus, we would ask every 
parent to keep any child displaying symptoms of COVID-19 at home and immediately inform the school.  
Likewise, if any member of your household tests positive for COVID-19, please keep your child at home 
and inform us as soon as possible. 

◼ If a student becomes unwell at school with a high fever, new continuous cough or has a loss of, or change 
in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home.  We will arrange for them to 
be looked after safely, separately from others, until they can be collected.  They will be expected to self-
isolate for at least 10 days and arrange to have a COVID-19 test. 

◼ Should we experience a confirmed case of COVID-19 within our school community, we will work closely 
with our local Health Protection Team to ensure the situation is managed quickly and effectively.  Using 
NHS Test and Trace data, they will advise us on what next steps – if any – we will need to take as a school.  

◼ We will be putting in place stringent control measures as per the DfE’s guidance in order to minimise the 
need for larger groups of children to self-isolate should there be a positive case within school.  

Cont’d… 
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◼ In the event of any large number of students having to self-isolate or in the event of a local lockdown 
that means we are required to close the school, we will immediately revert to the online learning that 
worked well last term.  We very much hope that we do not need to return to any form of lockdown, but 
if we do, we are confident that we will be able to continue with all students’ learning from home.  Once 
again, the support of parents in ensuring children access these resources will be vital. 

 
Finally, we know that some students will feel apprehensive about returning to school after such a long time 
away.  This is completely understandable and is something that we expect will be more widespread than one 
might think.  We will, therefore, be taking particular steps to ensure that our pastoral support for each 
student allows for this and provides time and space for any worries or concerns to be addressed, so that each 
student is able to enjoy being back at school. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding over the past few months.  Everyone at the academy is 
looking forward to welcoming our students back.  We know that there is a great deal to do and that the year 
ahead may still be subject to some interruptions.  But we are entirely focused on making sure that in every 
lesson, every day, every student continues to learn and thrive.  I will continue to update you on a weekly 
basis with written and video messages. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
P Mulholland   
Principal 
 
  



 

Appendix 1 – Primary Phase School Day 
 

Year Group Bubble Start of school time Breaktime Lunchtime End of school time 

Nursery bubble 9.00am - 11.30am - 12.30pm 2.45pm 

Reception bubble 8.35am - 11.30am - 12.30pm 3.05pm 

Year 1 bubble 8.45am 10.15am 11.30am - 12.15pm 2.55pm 

Year 2 bubble 8.45am 10.15am 11.30am - 12.15pm 2.55pm 

Year 3 bubble 9.00am 10.30am 12.00pm - 12.45pm 2.45pm 

Year 4 bubble 8.45am 10.30am 12.15pm - 1.00pm 2.55pm 

Year 5 bubble 8.35am 10.45am 12.45pm - 1.45pm 3.05pm 

Year 6 bubble 8.35am 11.00am 1.00pm - 2.00pm 3.05pm 

 
Appendix 2 – Secondary Phase School Day 
 

Times Activity 

8.30am - 8.45am Registration 

8.45am - 10.25am Period 1 

10.25am -10.45am Break in zones 

10.45am -12.25pm Period 2 

12.25pm - 1.05pm Lunch in zones 

1.05pm - 2.55pm 

Period 3 
 

Year 7 leave at 2.35pm 
Year 8 leave at 2.40pm 
Year 9 leave at 2.45pm 

Year 10 leave at 2.50pm 
Year 11 leave at 2.55pm 

After school Intervention (online initially) 

 
Appendix 3 – Zones for Year Groups in the Secondary Phase 
 

Year Group Zone 

Year 7 Main Quad 

Year 8 Science Quad 

Year 9 Astroturf 

Year 10 Dining Hall and Hard play area 

Year 11 Zochonis Quad 

Sixth Form Sixth Form Centre 

 


