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 Our Ref: 

Date: 
PM/start_of_term_jan2020 
20 January 2020 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Now that we have settled back into the new term, I am writing to update you with any new developments 
and to ask for your support in the smooth running of our school. 
 

Whole School Information 
 
◼ Parental Involvement:   

We always welcome parental involvement in our school life and I would like to encourage parents to visit 
our school website (www.whgs-academy.org) where you can keep up to date with news, events and 
activities within the school.  In particular, there are a number of areas where we would appreciate your 
support: 

 
• Parent/Carer Contact Details:  

As many important notices are now sent to parents by text or email (via SIMS InTouch), it is essential 
that we have your current email addresses and mobile ‘phone numbers.  If you have recently changed 
these contact details, we would be grateful if you could notify the school Reception reception@whgs-
academy.org as soon as possible. 

 
• Parking:   

Please park and drive around the school with consideration to local residents, pedestrians and other 
traffic, particularly on Spring Bridge Road and local side roads.  In particular, please observe the 
20mph speed limit, do not park on double yellow lines, double park, or park in such a way that other 
drivers’ line of sight is blocked, and remember that we have many young children crossing roads.  
Inconsiderate parking is putting lives at risk. 
 

• Image Consent for Students 
We take privacy very seriously at WHGS and that includes taking great care with images of our 
students.  Sometimes we take photos of students enjoying their learning, to share with the school 
community and beyond.  We require your consent to use images of your child in this way.  If you 
have not done so already, please complete our online form to ensure we have your consent.   
 

◼ Attendance: 
We are delighted that attendance has improved throughout the school but there is still room for further 
improvement.  There is a strong link between pupil attendance and achievement and it is imperative that 
pupils attend school as regularly as possible.  Students are expected to aim for an attendance of 100% 
and currently we stand at just under 96% across the whole school.  This is above the national average, 
but we want it to be even better in 2020 and 2021. 
 
More information is available on the website: www.whgs-academy.org/Info-for-Parents/Day-to-Day-
Matters/Attendance-and-Absences  
 

◼ Term Dates 2020-21: 
The term dates for 2020-21 have been approved by the Local Governing Body.  We do appreciate you 
taking note of these when booking your holidays so that we can maximise pupil attendance at school – 
see above. 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/
mailto:reception@whgs-academy.org
mailto:reception@whgs-academy.org
http://www.whgs-academy.org/image_consent
http://www.whgs-academy.org/Info-for-Parents/Day-to-Day-Matters/Attendance-and-Absences
http://www.whgs-academy.org/Info-for-Parents/Day-to-Day-Matters/Attendance-and-Absences
https://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/key-dates#tab_754_361
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◼ Expectations for Students – the Five Respects 

In assemblies we have emphasised our high expectations for students and we have included them below 
so that you can reinforce our message at home.  The William Hulme’s Way has been introduced 
throughout the whole school to reinforce everyone’s rights and responsibilities as part of the school 
community and to emphasise our high expectations of all students.  This is explained fully in the new 
school planner and on the website: 
 
• To speak with respect 
• To behave with respect 
• To respect the school environment 
• To have respect for your own learning 
• To have respect for other students’ learning 

 
◼ William Hulme’s Way:    

One of our key priorities is ensuring we are developing the whole child through widespread participation 
in House and Co-curricular activities.  We have made great strides in providing more leadership 
opportunities for students in academic, pastoral and House roles.  For example, we conducted rigorous 
interviews at the end of last year to appoint student house leaders and new Year 11 prefects and they 
are playing a big part in driving our student led focus on leadership.  I am confident that the calibre of 
students will ensure that our ethos will really set us apart from other schools in Manchester.  Obviously, 
this is all in addition to our outstanding range of co-curricular activities. 
 

Primary Phase Information 
 
◼ Start of the Day Routines:   

Please note that Primary Phase students will be greeted in the main playground and will line up to start 
the day at 8.35 am.  Staff will be on hand to support this from 8.25 am.  Don’t be late! 

 
◼ Assemblies:  

These are as follows: 
• Monday – KS2 
• Tuesday – KS1 
• Wednesday – Class assembly (parents of the class presenting can attend) 
• Thursday – Singing KS1/2 
• Friday – Learning Power Celebration assembly (parents can attend)  
 
Look out for your child’s class assembly date, to be held on Wednesdays.  Information will follow to 
parents. 
 

◼ Contacting the Primary Phase: 
We are always here to help.  Any queries or concerns should be addressed to the class teacher in the first 
instance.  In addition, each Key Stage has its own Leader who is also a Director on the school’s leadership 
team and any issues arising can be raised with them.  Their names and contact details are as follows: 
 

Year Director Email address 

EYFS and Key Stage 1 Miss Dalton Leigh.Dalton@whgs-academy.org  

Key Stage 2 Mr Carr Jonathan.Carr@whgs-academy.org  

 
◼ Behaviour:  

Behaviour has continued to improve and is now excellent in lessons.  Where behaviour is unacceptable, 
we will continue to take firm action.  Students in Years 4-6 are removed into isolation and remain there 
for a session (half a day) to remind them of what is expected.  If a child’s behaviour is not satisfactory in 
isolation, then they will have a Fixed Term Exclusion from school.  We appreciate your support with 
tackling unacceptable behaviour. 
 

https://www.whgs-academy.org/secondary/extra-curricular-programme
mailto:Leigh.Dalton@whgs-academy.org
mailto:Jonathan.Carr@whgs-academy.org
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◼ Uniform:  
The school website has clear details of what is expected: www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-
day-matters/uniform.  This has recently been reviewed, so we would encourage parents to read it. 

 

Secondary Phase Information 
 
◼ Reports – Behaviour for Learning and Age-Related Grades   

The Behaviour for Learning measurement on our reports calculates your child’s approach to their studies 
and whether they are doing all that they can to achieve their best grades.  It is measured as follows: 

 

Behaviour for Learning 

This measure takes into account your child’s active engagement in study, his/her meeting of deadlines 
and whether he/she is on time and correctly equipped to lessons.  Broadly, the score will indicate: 

1. Always meets all these requirements 
2. Usually meets these requirements 

3. Often fails to meet all the requirements 
4. Rarely meets all the requirements 

Quality of Work produced in class and at home 

1. Outstanding 2. Good 3. Requires Improvement 4. Inadequate 

 
At Key Stage 3, we use a system of reporting your child’s Age-Related Grade.  For detailed information 
about what this means, please visit: www.whgs-academy.org/Secondary/Reporting-and-Assessment 

 
◼ Student Behaviour: 

The Binary Behaviour System was introduced to eliminate low level disruption in lessons in the Secondary 
Phase.  This has been extremely successful and continues to be embedded.  Our new focus is to ensure 
that behaviour outside lessons is just as good.  Any Secondary Phase student reported behaving 
inappropriately around the school site will serve a same day after school detention that will last for 30 
minutes or a Community Payback on Fridays for behaviour that directly and negatively impacts on the 
school environment of one hour.  Parents/carers will be notified by text. 

 
◼ Uniform:  

All students are expected to arrive in full and correct school uniform to school each day.  Any Secondary 
Phase student not arriving in the correct uniform will serve a same day after school detention that will 
last for 30 minutes.  Parents/carers will be notified by text.  The school website has clear details of what 
is expected: www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-day-matters/uniform.  As this has recently 
been reviewed, we would encourage parents to read it. 

 
◼ Planner: 

Any Secondary Phase student arriving without their planner will serve a same day after school detention 
that will last for 30 minutes.  Parents/carers will be notified by text. 

 
◼ Equipment: 

We expect all students to have the basic minimum equipment needed in school.  This consists of a 
planner, a pen, a pencil, a ruler and a scientific calculator.  In addition, there are other subject specific 
requirements, such as PE Kit and food ingredients.  Your child will receive an appropriate sanction, such 
as a planner comment or a lunchtime detention, for repeated offences from the class teacher. 

 
◼ GCSEPod for Year 10 and 11 Students: 

As you are aware, we subscribe to the award-winning GCSEPod service to give your child access to 
thousands of hours of professionally produced, audio-visual content at home which will benefit them 
throughout the coming year.  GCSEPod has over 5,000 teacher-written, audio-visual pods which have 
been produced specifically for learning, homework and revision.  Consistent use of just 10-minute chunks 
is proven to support achievement and the pods can be viewed on mobiles, tablets and PCs and 
downloaded for offline viewing.   

 
Your child has activated their account in school and they can browse the Pod library and create their own 
playlists.  We recommend that you discuss GCSEPod with your child to ensure that they have activated 
their accounts and encourage them to make use of this service throughout the summer.  For more ways 

http://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-day-matters/uniform
http://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-day-matters/uniform
http://www.whgs-academy.org/Secondary/Reporting-and-Assessment
https://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-day-matters/uniform#tab_836_89
http://www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/day-to-day-matters/uniform
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you can help support your child using GCSEPod, visit www.gcsepod.com/parents where you’ll find lots 
more information and resources.  So far this academic year, our students have downloaded over 10,000 
Pods. 

 
◼ Heads of Year:   

Our pastoral team supports your child throughout their time at our school.  Any queries or concerns 
should be addressed to the form tutor in the first instance.  In addition, each year group has its own head 
of year and any issues arising can be raised with them.  Their names and contact details are as follows: 
 

Year Head of Year Email address 

7 Mr Steinman luke.steinman@whgs-academy.org  

8 Mr Hughes michael.hughes@whgs-academy.org 

9 Mr Green robert.green@whgs-academy.org 

10 Miss Bretherton milaina.bretherton@whgs-academy.org 

11 Mr Lindley                                        richard.lindley@whgs-academy.org 

12 Mr MacCallum robert.macallum@whgs-academy.org  

13 Mrs Hilton susanna.hilton@whgs-academy.org 

 
Finally, I would like to thank you all for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland 
Principal 

http://www.gcsepod.com/parents
mailto:luke.steinman@whgs-academy.org
mailto:michael.hughes@whgs-academy.org
mailto:robert.green@whgs-academy.org
mailto:milaina.bretherton@whgs-academy.org
mailto:richard.lindley@whgs-academy.org
mailto:robert.macallum@whgs-academy.org
mailto:susanna.hilton@whgs-academy.org

