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26 September 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to inform you about the praise system that is in place at William Hulme’s Grammar School, to 
celebrate the daily achievements of our pupils and to inform both home and school about how well your 
child is doing on a daily basis. We call this system ‘The Praise Code’ and you need to be aware of the following 
information and how it will involve you.  
 
The Praise Code 
The Praise Code is built around the use of the school planner which is one of the most important pieces of 
equipment that your child will have this year. It is a personal organiser, log book and contact book which 
must be brought to school every day.  
 
The Planner 
The planner must be placed on the desk during morning form registration, when your child’s form tutor will 
check that they have it. If your child forgets their planner, a planner sheet will be issued during morning 
registration and checked by the form tutor the following day; should your child forget their planner again the 
following day, they will be issued with, and charged £5 for, a replacement.  
 
Stamps 
Every lesson, your child will be awarded a stamp in their planner for being ‘on time, on task and on side’; the 
stamp is a recognition that your child has been doing everything that is expected of them.  Stamps may also 
be awarded for: 
 
 Effort and/or attainment 
 Written praise in exercise books 
 100% attendance and punctuality 
 Conduct around school 
 
At the beginning of each week, form tutors will award stamps for a ‘clean slate’ centred around: 
 
 Good behaviour 
 Being equipped for lessons 
 Completion of homework 
 Correct uniform 
 Having planner signed by parent / carer 
 
Stamps for involvement in extra-curricular activities and contributions to school life may also be awarded, 
for example participating in or helping out with sports teams, drama productions, music productions and 
charity events. 
 
Stamps may also be awarded around school by any member of staff for positive behaviour. Each week, form 
tutors will select pupils who have performed exceptionally well to receive further praise from the Principal, 
which is indicated in the planner by the Principal’s stamp. 
 

cont’d… 



William Hulme’s Grammar School is part of United Learning.  United Learning comprises: UCST 
(Registered in England No: 2780748. Charity No. 1016538) and ULT (Registered in England No. 
4439859. An Exempt Charity). Companies limited by guarantee.   VAT number 834 8515 12. 
Registered address: United Learning, Worldwide House, Thorpe Wood, Peterborough PE3 6SB. 

Principal: Peter Mulholland BA Hons (Oxon), MA 
William Hulme’s Grammar School, Spring Bridge Road, Manchester, M16 8PR 
Tel: 0161 226 2054   Email: enquiries@whgs-academy.org    
Website: www.whgs-academy.org 

   

- 2 - 
 
 
During a dedicated Praise Lesson each Monday, pupils will have the opportunity to count and keep a running 
total of the stamps that you have been awarded that week.  Form tutors will check these and they will be 
entered onto your child’s progress file and contribute towards the House Championship. Certificates and 
awards which acknowledge how many stamps a pupil receives will be presented at the end of term Award 
Ceremonies. 
 
The Award Certificates: 
 Bronze Award ........................................................................... 200 stamps 
 Silver Award ............................................................................. 400 stamps 
 Gold Award .............................................................................. 600 stamps 
 Platinum Award........................................................................ 800 stamps 
 Diamond Award ..................................................................... 1000 stamps 
 Principal’s Award ................................................................... 1200 stamps 
 Principal’s Outstanding Achievement Award ...................... 1400+ stamps 
 
Planner Codes and Comments 
If your child does not receive a stamp during a lesson, this indicates that they have not been working: on 
time, on task, on side.  They will receive a specific planner comment instead, which will explain the problem 
to you and their form tutor.  These will also be recorded each week and will be dealt with accordingly.  Each 
negative comment will also lose vital points in the Championship. 
 
The following levels of consequence may be recorded in the planner.  They refer to the levels of behaviour 
identified below. 
 

Consequence 
Level 

Behaviour Examples of Behaviours 
Example of Appropriate Class Teacher 

Sanction 

C1 

Actions that have 
negative impact on a 

student’s own learning 

Forgotten equipment 
Forgotten homework 

Lateness to lesson 

Planner comment 
Teacher detention 

Teacher phone-call home 

C2 

Actions that have a 
negative impact on the 

learning of other 
students 

Disruptive behaviour 
such as: 

 
Failure to follow 

instructions at the first 
time of asking 

Disrespectful responses 
to staff e.g. What? etc. 

Refusal to engage in the 
learning process 

First C2 offence will result in the teacher 
issuing a verbal warning and 

this will be noted in planners as VW 
 

Second C2 offence will result in a planner 
comment and SLT intervention leading to 
removal to Internal Isolation for 24 hours 

Teacher phone-call home on the same 
day and the 

Information recorded on the SIMS 
behaviour module 

C3 

Breaches of the 
behaviour code with a 

profound impact on the 
school community 

Bullying 
Fighting 

Verbal abuse towards 
staff 

Impact Centre Placement 
Internal exclusion room 

Fixed term exclusion 
Temporary transfer (step-out) 

C4 

Illegal or profoundly 
anti-social activity 

Theft 
Assault 

Possession of narcotics 

Fixed term exclusion 
Temporary transfer (step-out) 

Permanent exclusion 
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All of the above information will be available in your child’s planner, but we recommend that you keep this 
letter for future reference.    
 
We are very pleased with the success of this system and hope you agree that it helps us recognise the 
achievements of those pupils who always do the right thing and enable us to take much more targeted action 
with those for whom it is more of a challenge. It is also a more useful way for you to monitor how well your 
child is doing on a daily basis and we look forward to your support in helping us ensure that WHGS is a great 
place to learn. 
 
Yours sincerely  

  
Mr R J Green  Mrs C A Hewitt  
Head of Year 7 Transition Lead  


