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11 February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Community Testing for Covid-19 is Taking Place in this Area  
 
Thank you for supporting the school and your child with their learning this half term during the national 
lockdown.  We are writing to you now as we know that there are families in our community who will live in 
the area, which has been asked to be part of a testing programme.  This includes parts of Moss Side, Hulme, 
Whalley Range and Fallowfield.  
 
The testing which is taking place in our area is to help our Manchester Health Teams to find out more about 
how the Covid-19 virus is changing over time.  A small number of cases of a new Covid-19 variant, first found 
in Kent, have been found in parts of Manchester.  It is good that they have been identified – this means that 
action can be taken at an early stage. 
 
Everyone who lives and works in the area has been asked to take a test to find out more about the virus.  
Schools within the area have also been asked to take part.  
 
The testing is being done to see if there are any more cases of this new variant in our area.  Public Health are 
asking a large number of people who do not have any symptoms to take a test.  This is called surge testing.  
It means that we can spot cases of the new variant early and stop it spreading. 
 
There are now extra testing sites in areas of Moss Side, Hulme, Whalley Range and Fallowfield.  
 
Street Teams will be knocking on doors to ask people over the age of 16 who live in certain postcode areas 
to take a test.  To find out if your street is included, and for more information about the programme, you can 
check the Manchester City Council website: 
 
https://secure.manchester.gov.uk/info/500362/covid-19/8126/enhanced_community_testing_for_covid-

19_in_moss-side_hulme_whalley_range_and_fallowfield 

 
Anyone over the age of 16 who lives in these areas and does not have coronavirus symptoms can get a test 
at one of the new testing sites over the next few days. 
 
If you are housebound or shielding at this time, you can take a test at home.  Local Health and Social Care 
Teams will be in contact with you.  
 
We know that this information can be worrying, but this testing is being done to find out more about how 
the coronavirus is working.  We know that all viruses change over time.  This is happening to the coronavirus 
too, which means there will be new strains detected.  There is no reason to be concerned that this strain is 
more serious than others – or that vaccinations will not work – but it is important that Public Health England 
can track how any new variants are spreading.  
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In the meantime, it is really important that everybody continues to follow the lockdown rules to keep us all 
safe and remember to wash your hands regularly, wear a face covering and maintain distance from people 
who do not live with you. 
 
We wish you and your family a safe and happy half term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

        
 
P Mulholland      K M Heaton 
Principal      Primary Phase Headteacher  

 


