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 Our Ref: 

Date: 
PM/GLM/Feb2021_wc1.docx  
1 February 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Principal’s Update – Week Commencing Monday 1 February 2021 
 

I hope that the term continues to go well and thank you for your ongoing support, it is very much appreciated.  

As you will know, the Government has announced that a return to school may be possible from Monday 8 

March, so until then we will carry on with live teaching with school open to vulnerable pupils and children of 

key workers. 
 

Arrangements in School 

We have had on average 150 vulnerable pupils and children of critical workers in school each day last week 

and social distancing is in place throughout the school.  Children in school are all accessing live lessons, just 

as they would at home, and we have ensured that catering and regular cleaning are in place. 
 

Learning from Home 

You should all be receiving a contact at least once a fortnight from school to check on your welfare and how 

well home schooling is going.  As you are aware, we can now provide live lessons and work on Teams for all 

year groups from Year 1 to 13.  Please make sure that you talk to your children about their work and check 

our website regularly.  There are a great deal of resources on our Learning from Home page that you can 

access and KS3 timetables are also available. 

 

Over 80% of Secondary Phase and 90% of Primary students continue to access live lessons every day, which 

is a great improvement on the first lockdown last March. 

 

We have given out nearly 300 Chromebooks across the school since the start of term.  If you need a device 

or are having difficulty accessing the internet, please let me know and we will do everything we can to help 

you.  My email address is peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org.   
 

Our Expectations for Home Learning 

Phase Work Set by the School 

EYFS Daily work set on SWAYS. 

KS1 and KS2 Live lessons on Microsoft Teams. 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) 
Pupils should follow their normal school timetable using Microsoft 

Teams.  Live lessons will take place wherever possible. 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) 
Pupils should follow their normal school timetable using Microsoft 

Teams.  Live lessons will take place wherever possible. 

Sixth Form 
Students should follow their normal lesson timetable using Microsoft Teams 

and study for at least 5 hours a day 

 

It is vital that all children keep up with their work and parents will be alerted by text/telephone call if your 

child misses two or more live lessons.  Secondary Phase parents should have received an engagement report 

this week and we will send a second report in the last week of this half-term. 

Cont’d…
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Use of video for live lessons in the Primary Phase 

We have been trialling the use of video cameras during live lessons in Year 4 and, due to its success and the 

children’s enjoyment of seeing their friends, we are now ready to roll this out in every Primary Phase year 

group.  This will be launched on Friday 5 February.  More detailed communications will follow. 

 

Year 9 Options 

We had a very successful Live Broadcast on Teams, in which Dr Stokes explained the Options process.  

Frequently asked questions from the meeting and a range of video and written resources about Options can 

be found on our website: www.whgs-academy.org/secondary/curriculum-areas/gcse-options-for-year-9.   

We also had a very good uptake (83%) for the Year 9 Parents Evening on School Cloud. 

 

Exams Update 

The government has said that assessment for A Level and GCSE grades will be different this year and we hope 

to hear about the final plans soon.  We do know that there will be some form of assessment involved, so we 

must continue with work as normal.  The best thing you can do, is to ensure that your children are completing 

work set by their teachers to the best of their ability.   

 

Parents’ Evenings 

We have rescheduled some Parents’ Evenings, so please note the following: 

◼ Year 13 Parents’ Evening will be rescheduled for Tuesday 23 February.  This is because of the School 
Cloud outage on Thursday 14 January.   The school has been assured by School Cloud that they have 
taken steps to ensure that there is no repetition. 

◼ Year 11 Parents’ Evening will be rescheduled for Wednesday 10 March, by which time we will know more 
about the arrangements for awarding grades this year. 

◼ Year 8 Parents’ Evening will be postponed until May, as we hope there may be a chance of having face-
to-face meetings by then. 

 

Wellbeing and Safeguarding 

If you would like support with school work, please contact the relevant class teacher or Head of Year.  If you 

feel you need any other type of support, please contact: WHGSSAFEGUARDINGTEAM@whgs-academy.org. 

 

You can refer to the Safeguarding section on the school website for a range of organisations that can offer 

help: www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding. 

 

Online Safety  

This is an extremely important issue, and awareness of how to stay safe online is essential during this period 

of remote learning.  For further guidance please visit: 

www.whgs-academy.org/parent-info/safeguarding/online-safety-newsletters  

 

Dealing with Stress 

A useful resource to support students can be found here:  

www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/StressManagement.pdf  

 

Resources to Support Families 

There are also plenty of resources for all the family:  

◼ www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/StudentWellbeing.pdf  
◼ www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/KeepingActive.pdf   
 

Free School Meals 

I am delighted to say that a voucher scheme is in place across the school.  All eligible families will receive £15 

vouchers regularly this half-term (backdated to Tuesday 5 January).  If you have any questions, please contact 

the school via email: Susan.Healey@whgs-academy.org or telephone 0161 241 1469. 
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William Hulme’s Way Star Award (Secondary Phase Only) 

Pupils will receive a Star Award certificate and Star Badge if they are excelling in their Home Learning.  

  

◼ The Star Award recognizes pupils who: 

• Work to the best of their ability and take pride in their work, even when it is challenging. 

• Show determination and resilience during difficult circumstances and focusing on their Home 
Learning. 

• Pupils who submit work that is of a high standard and make the most of the resources that are 
available from their teachers. 

◼ The top pupils in each Phase will receive a tablet.    
 

Enrichment  

As well as academic rigour, the school ethos has a strong emphasis on Enrichment.  

 

In the Primary Phase, there is a wide range of activities and suggestions on our website.  

www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home/primary-phase 

 

In the Secondary Phase, we are sending students weekly emails about ‘Lockdown Enrichment’.  This 

comprises of tasks and competitions based on a different positive theme.  We would encourage all our 

students to take part in the ‘Lockdown Enrichment’.  More information can be found on the school website 

www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home/secondary-phase  

 

There is also a range of competitions planned for Lockdown.  Here is a link to the Holocaust Memorial Day 

competition in the Secondary Phase:  

www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/LearnfromHome/Holocaust%20Competitions.pdf 

 

Wellbeing Day 

This week is Children's Mental Health Week.  The Primary Phase will be launching video cameras being turned 

on during live lessons and will play wellbeing games to support children’s understanding of this important 

concept.  The Secondary Phase will be holding a virtual ‘wellbeing day' based on superheroes and influential 

people.  Anyone who wishes to participate can draw their person or send in a picture of something that 

represents them.  Entries are being taken up until Friday 5 February at 12 noon and should be sent to 

studentwellbeing@whgs-academy.org. 

 

Lateral Flow Testing 

We have set up Lateral Flow Testing and we are currently testing staff on a weekly basis and have tested 

Secondary Phase students once.  The plan is for all staff and Secondary Phase students at the school to be 

able to access regular Covid-19 testing when they return to school.   This increases the chances of finding 

asymptomatic cases.  I shall write to you separately about consent for this testing as the need arises. 

 

Thank you as always for your support and co-operation.  Together, we will ensure that our school community 

comes through this period of uncertainty positively and well prepared for the future.  

 

You can also find a video version of this message on our website: 

www.whgs-academy.org/news/principals-blog/artmid/884/articleid/6893/week-commencing-monday-1-

february-2021 

 

Yours sincerely  

 
P Mulholland  
Principal  
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