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 Our Ref: 

Date: 
PM/Mailings/Jan2022_SP_StartofTerm.docx 
5 January 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Start of Term Update  
 
Thank you, as always, for all your support last year and I hope that you all had a relaxing break over the 
Christmas period and wish you all a very happy New Year. 
 
All students have returned to school today (Wednesday 5 January), and we will do everything we can to 
ensure that they can all attend school at all times.  We have revised the Risk Assessment in the light of recent 
government guidance and please ensure that all pupils in Year 7 and above come to school with a mask.    
 
Staffing levels 
As you are aware, the Omicron variant is spreading very quickly through the country and current rates in 
Greater Manchester are very high.  This will inevitably have an impact on staffing.  If we have a shortage of 
staff, we may have to educate some year groups remotely.  If this is the case, we will give you as much notice 
as possible and work will be available on Teams.  If you do not have access to a device for your child(ren) 
please email me at peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org. 
 
Lateral Flow Tests will take place for all students with parental consent in the first week back.  Sixth Form 
students were invited in on Tuesday 4 September during the Inset Day.  Testing for Years 7-11 will take place 
on Wednesday 5 January and Thursday 6 January.  It is also vital that pupils in the Secondary Phase take two 
Lateral Flow tests at home each week, ideally on a Sunday and Wednesday evening. 
 

Tuesday 4 January Wednesday 5 January Thursday 6 January 

Sixth Form:  
Drop-in to the Medical Room  
from 9.00am to 1.00pm 

Period 1: Year 7 (start at 9am) Period 1: Year 11 

Period 2: Year 9 Period 2: Year 8 

Period 3: Year 10 
 

 
Lunches in the Secondary Phase 
We will continue with the new school day times in the Secondary Phase, although we will have to restrict 
access to the Dining Hall while local Covid rates are so high.  At the start of term, Years 9 and 10 will access 
the Dining Hall and Years 7 and 8 will have lunches in classrooms.  Year 11 will use the Zochonis Pod as usual.  
We will review this later this half-term.  
 
Meetings in School 
Given the current Covid situation, if you wish to meet with a member of staff please contact Reception with 
your enquiry.  The member of staff will contact you by telephone or email to resolve the matter raised.  If 
this is not possible then a meeting (on Teams or in person) will be arranged.  You will need to complete a 
Track and Trace form, wear a mask and follow social distancing so that meetings in school can take place 
safely. 
 

Cont’d…

https://www.whgs-academy.org/Portals/0/Covid/COVID-19_RA_Jan2022.pdf
mailto:peter.mulholland@whgs-academy.org
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Thank you for your continued patience and understanding.  We know that there is a great deal to do and that 
2022 may still be subject to some interruptions, but we are entirely focused on making sure that in every 
lesson, every day, every student continues to learn and thrive. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
P Mulholland 
Principal  
 


