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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Summer Term Update from the Principal 
 
The new term continues to go extremely well, and it feels like a school again.  We are doing everything we 
can to ensure that pupils can have a broad and balanced education whilst keeping everyone safe.   
 
Masks, Routines and Home Testing 
◼ As you know, our main aim is always to keep our community as safe as possible.   
◼ Therefore, given the high local infection rates with the Delta Variant, we will continue to insist that 

Secondary Phase and Sixth Form pupils wear masks in communal areas, corridors and classrooms.  This 
will be the same for staff.   

◼ Please support the school by providing a mask for your child(ren) every day. 
◼ Students are still expected to remain in zoned areas with their year groups and, where possible, the 

school will make use of the field for designated year groups. 
◼ Key Stage 3 pupils are still required to line-up in the mornings and at the end of break and lunch each 

day. 
◼ All students are still required to follow the established one-way system in school buildings. 
◼ All students are still expected to immediately leave the school site when dismissed at the end of the day. 
◼ Please emphasize to your children the importance of social distancing and please continue with regular 

home testing every Sunday and Wednesday evening.  More details about home testing can be found on 
our website: www.whgs-academy.org/lateral-flow-test   

 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion  

◼ Diversity, equality and inclusion are high on the school's agenda.  The school regularly articulates 
messages of respect and acceptance to students across all phases of the school.  

◼ Senior leaders regularly deliver assemblies on diversity, equality and inclusion.  For example, the 
Remembrance Day assembly focused on the contributions of people from the UK and the 
Commonwealth to the war effort in 1914-18 and 1939-45. 

◼ National diversity, equality and inclusion projects are championed and celebrated at the school, such as 
Black History Month.  This year there was a focus on the great contributions from the past and present, 
including Mary Seacole, Maya Angelou through to Marcus Rashford.  The school was commended on its 
excellent work by local MP, Afzal Khan. 

◼ Religious studies lessons focus on the remarkable stories of inspirational leaders, such as Walter Tull, 
Martin Luther King, Malala Yousufzai and Mother Teresa. 

◼ PSHE lessons emphasise the importance of respecting all members of the school, local and wider 
communities and developing positive and healthy relationships.  

◼ Senior leaders meet regularly with pupils to capture their views on diversity, equality and inclusion.  As 
a result, there will be a Culture Day this term when pupils will be permitted to wear clothing 
representative of their rich and diverse heritage. 
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Extra-Curricular Activities  
◼ Extra-curricular activities are up and running in the Primary and Secondary Phase, with each year group 

having one evening a week dedicated to extra-curricular activities.  There is a great offer which you can 
find here  and please encourage your child(ren) to attend. 

◼ The CCF is up and running with over 75 pupils already involved.  The CCF offers a wide range of activities, 
camps and qualifications such as First Aid and is a great opportunity for our school. 

◼ Primary Phase extra-curricular activities are being led by our new Sports Coach, Mr Garside. 
◼ Year 2 and Year 5 are also enjoying Forest School visits and activities this term. 
 
End of Year Assessments for Years 7-10 and Year 12 
◼ Timetables for end of year assessments for all pupils in the Secondary Phase can be found here.   
 
Year 11 and Year 13 Update 
◼ We have written separately to all Year 11 and 13 parents and we will continue to work with pupils on 

their next steps. 
◼ Teacher assessed grades (TAGs) have now been submitted 
◼ Here is a DfE document explaining the process for awarding grades and appeals in the summer 
◼ Unfortunately, due to Covid restrictions, we have had to postpone our plans to hold a Prom in a marquee 

on site for Year 11 pupils, but we hope to hold it instead on Saturday 11 September. 
 
Parent Survey 
◼ You all received a link to a survey in the final week of the last half-term. 
◼ The main aim of this survey was to understand how you feel about the return to school, your child’s 

progress and communication from the school.  
◼ Below are the headlines from the Parent Survey.  Only 50 parents responded, and we are offering as wide 

a range of extra-curricular activities as we can under the current restrictions. 
 

Best responses Areas for development 

Strong levels of satisfaction with the arrangements 
that have been put in place to support children’s 
remote learning, should this become necessary. 

The level of extra-curricular activities (eg clubs, 
trips, sports) available to my child 

If parents contact the school about my child, they 
are confident that this will be acted on. 

 

The plans for children’s learning if they cannot 
attend school have been clearly communicated to 
parents 

 

 
Attendance 
◼ School attendance became mandatory from 8 March 2021 when the Government reopened all schools 

for all pupils.  There are some circumstances where pupils cannot attend school due to coronavirus 
(COVID-19), however, the usual rules on attendance still apply, including:  

• parents’ duty to ensure that their child of compulsory school age attends regularly. 

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence. 

• the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, in line with local authorities’ codes of 
conduct. 

◼ Applications for leave of absence will only be authorised in exceptional circumstances and will not be 
granted for holidays.  Where exceptional circumstances exist, an application for leave of absence should 
be made to the Principal or Primary Phase Headteacher in writing before any arrangements are made.  
This must be received by the school with a minimum of 4 weeks’ notice. 

◼ Where a pupil of compulsory school age has not returned to school for ten school days after the end of 
a leave of absence or is absent from school without authorisation for twenty consecutive school days, 
the pupil’s name can be removed from the admission register.  
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COVID Precautions 
◼ Please keep any child displaying symptoms of COVID-19 at home and immediately inform the school at 

WHGSAROUNDCOVID19@whgs-academy.org.   Likewise, if any member of your household tests positive 
for COVID-19, please keep your child at home and inform us as soon as possible. 

◼ If a student becomes unwell at school with a high fever, new continuous cough or has a loss of, or change 
in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they will be sent home.  We will arrange for them to 
be looked after safely, separately from others, until they can be collected.  They will be expected to have 
a COVID-19 test and self-isolate until they know the result. 

◼ Should we experience a confirmed case of COVID-19 within our school community, we will work closely 
with our local Health Protection Team to ensure the situation is managed quickly and effectively.  Using 
NHS Test and Trace data, they will advise us on what next steps – if any – we will need to take as a school.   

◼ We will be putting in place stringent control measures as per the DfE’s guidance in order to minimise the 
need for larger groups of children to self-isolate should there be a positive case within school. 

◼ In the event of any students having to self-isolate they will be able to access their lessons on Teams. 
 
Thank you for your continued patience and understanding.  Everyone at the school is so happy to have our 
pupils back in school and we are entirely focused on making sure that in every lesson, every day, every 
student continues to learn and thrive.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
P Mulholland   
Principal 
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