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Message from the Principal - 
Mr P Mulholland

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your support, and congratulate our staff 
and students for another excellent term’s work.

As you are aware, we are emphasising and 
enforcing our high standards and expectations 
from January 2016, and we believe that this 
drive will make our school outstanding.  

In addition, GCSE and A Level students will have 
mocks next half-term and it is vital that all our 
students prepare thoroughly and attend every 
additional revision session.  

I hope that you all have 
a merry Christmas and a 
relaxing holiday.”

Manchester Homeless Shoebox 
Appeal

For most people, December is a time of happiness.  
Whilst the days are getting darker and colder, 
for many, this signifies a time to be spent with 
friends and loved ones, celebrating the last year 
and looking forward to the year ahead.

Sadly, this is not the case for everyone. The number 
of people who are homeless in Manchester 
has doubled in the last year. The city has more 
rough sleepers than anywhere outside London. 
For these individuals, December means freezing 
nights, sleeping rough, hunger and loneliness.

This year, William Hulme’s Grammar School took 
part in the Manchester Homeless Shoe Box Appeal.  
We managed to collect a fantastic 77 shoeboxes.  
Thank you to everyone for your generosity.  Your 
contribution will make a difference to those in 
need.

Mrs C Lloyd Williams
Head of Year 7 and 

Transition Leader

Refugee Action Collection

Well done 
to our Sixth 
Form students, 
who collected 
80+ tonnes of 
unwanted clothing 
for the refugees of Syria, who are fleeing their 
country from war and persecution.

Well done all of you who donated!

Mr M P Jones 
Assistant Principal



Exam News

Please take some time to look at the exams pages on the WHGS website,  here you will find useful 

information for both students and parents/carers: www.whgs-academy.org/Secondary/Exams-Area.

The guidance notes are particularly helpful, with information of procedures such as what you should 

do if your child is ill on the day of an exam.  There is a very helpful checklist in the guidance notes with 

advice about exam protocols.

Also on the website you are now able to view exam timetables for upcoming exam seasons as well as 

links to all the Examination Boards we use. 

Useful Dates for your Diary

•	 Thursday 7 January 2016 - Results Day for November 2015 exams.

•	 Monday 11 January 2016 - BTEC Travel and Tourism external exam – The UK Travel and Tourism 

Sector (9.00am in M2).

•	 Friday 12 February 2016 - Y11 internal mock results will be published.  

•	 Thursday 14 January 2016 - Cambridge National Sports Science external exam - R051 (1.30pm 

in D11).

•	 Monday 18 January 2016 - iGCSE English external exam – Paper 1 (9.00am in D11).

•	 Monday 25 January - Thursday 4 February 2016 - Y11 Internal Mock Exams and also includes 

Y10 science mocks as they have an external exam in the summer exams.

•	 Wednesday 27 January 2016 - iGCSE English external exam – Paper 1 (9.00am in the Main 

Hall).

•	 Monday 22 February - Friday 4 March - Sixth Form Internal Mock Exams.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to come and see the Exams Team in the Back Office, 

during the following times:

Exam queries opening hours: 8.00am - 8.30am / during morning break / lunch / 3.30pm - 4.00pm

Miss A McNicholas

Examinations Officer

anne.mcnicholas@whgs-academy.org 
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Functional Skills Exam 
Success

Year 10 students; Walid Abdul, 
Faizaa Akhtar, Waleed Alyas, Warda 
Ibrahim, Malik Mahamoud, Aisha 
Naeem, Jahanzeb Shafqat and 
Raeesah Yusuf all passed their 
Level  1 Functional Skills English in 
the May 2015 exam.  

They all worked extremely hard to 
accomplish this achievement and were delighted when the letters arrived to inform their parents that 
they had succeeded in their exams.

They are hoping that they will achieve the same in May 2016 with obtaining Level 2.  They know that 
this will help them when applying to colleges for courses.

We are extremely proud of them and especially the way that they conducted themselves in wanting 
to succeed.

Well done all of you!
Mrs L Bartlett

Functional Skills Co-ordinator



Seasonal Crafts in the LRC

Students from both Primary and Secondary Phase made 
creative use of some of the books that were ready to 
be recycled, in the Library this term.  Members of the 
Sixth Form were on hand to demonstrate how to make a 
seasonal book tree, teaching students to fold the pages 
of a book to create an unusual and striking decoration, 
which they could then take home.  Origami stars were 
added for the finishing festive touch.  Examples of the 
students’ work will remain on display in the LRC throughout January.

This event was so successful, we have decided to hold a regular ‘Book Craft’ session when we 
return after the holidays.  Further details to be announced.

Join us in the LRC
Thursday, 21 January 2016

3.15pm

We are reading ‘The Mind of Winter’ by 
Laura Kasischke
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Staff and Sixth Form

After a long and patient wait, Year 7 finally 
received their Bookbuzz books this half 
term. The books were given out to students 
in Library lessons and in the classroom, to 
much excitement.  

The most popular title this year was Cuckoo 
Song, by Frances Hardinge - a dark and  
menacing chiller, that offers the reader lots 
of twists and turns. 

We will be running 
a Book Review 
competition after 
Christmas, for pupils 
to review their chosen 
Bookbuzz books.

Miss C Daly
LRC Manager/Librarian

Did you know...? 

The title that was borrowed 
most frequently from the 
LRC in 2015 was Awful 
Auntie, by David Walliams, with 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid: The Long Haul, by 
Jeff Kinney in second place.

Christmas Competition Winner

Congratulations to Aisha Mohamed (13J) 
who correctly counted 18 holly sprigs on 
the Library slides that are displayed on the 
plasma screens.  Aisha wins a book and a 
box of festive biscuits!

Thank You

A huge thank you to all of the Library Volunteers from Sixth Form and Year 10, for the support received 
this term - your help has been invaluable and as a result of such a great team effort, the LRC is  
becoming a vibrant and welcoming place to be! 



Nursery Trip to the Hindu Temple

As part of Nursery’s learning about the World Around Us, we 
visited a Hindu Temple.  We were invited by Kayur Sharma’s 
dad, who is the priest there.

Mrs R Fletcher Orr
Nursery and PPA Teacher

Prim
ary Phase

Children in Need Fundraising

The total raised for Children in Need on Friday, 13 November, was over 
£800.00, when students had a Non-Uniform Day.  

In Primary Phase, students were invited to dress as Superheroes!
Mr M P Jones

Assistant Principal



Making the Right Choice

A group of students visited Old Trafford Cricket Ground to listen to a presentation 
by two serving prisoners.  They were developing their presentation skills, as 
they neared the end of their sentences. They clearly explained the process they 
had been through; from their initial arrest, up to their time in prison.  Once 
sentenced they were led from the court directly to the prison van with no time to say goodbye to family.   
One of them explained that his crime had meant he had lost his wife and two daughters.  

In prison there are strict rules that have to be followed, and they showed us some of the basic food 
and clothing that they have to suffer.  There is no way a prisoner is going to become fat or comfortable.

The prisoners accepted that they deserved to be punished and clearly regretted what they had done.

The moral is to take responsibility for your actions; make the right choice and do not be persuaded by 
others to do something that you will regret for your whole life.  

Job prospects are not very good for criminals.
Mr H N Veevers

Director of Careers

The University of Manchester Gateways 
Programme - Skills for Success Day

On Thursday, 22 October, a group of Year 11 students attended a Skills for Success day at Manchester 
University.  The idea was to give them a sample of life at University and gain some skills along the way.
 

”Would you tell me, please, which way I ought to go from here?” said Alice
“That depends a good deal on where you want to go” said the Cheshire Cat.

The day started with a session on the different ways to take notes, from mind maps, to the skeleton 
system, to the Cornell system (look it up, it is good!)

This was followed by a lecture on the effects of the volcanic eruption on Montserrat.  The groups each 
received research packs containing research, a guidance sheet and an iPad.  They then had to decide 
what information was relevant, analyse the evidence and select the vital research that they needed to 
present to the rest of the students on the course.  This was an example of enquiry based learning that 
is commonly used in Universities.  It helps develop transferable skills, essential for employers, such as 
leadership, team-work, communication, creative thought and problem solving.

The day finished with excellent presentations from the groups and a good deal to reflect on for the 
future.

Mr H N Veevers
Director of CareersCa
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Geography and Geology Field Course - Isle of Arran 

On Saturday, 14 November, the Upper Sixth Geology and Geography group set off for Arran.  The first 
part of the rail journey was on a train packed with Rugby League fans on their way to an International 
match.  Once they had fallen off the train at Wigan, we settled down for the journey to Glasgow, then 
Ardrossan to catch the ferry to Arran.  We arrived on Arran at 7.00pm on the Saturday evening and it 
was raining. It rained for the rest of the week!

Fortunately, the students listened to advice and borrowed waterproofs and wellingtons; that turned 
out to be standard gear for the week.  Arran is very different than Manchester; with no street lights, no 
traffic lights and stags strolling down the main road! 

The Geology group studied the varied geology of Arran and prepared coursework reports on cross-cutting 
dykes and the palaeo-environment of deposition of a Devonian conglomerate deposit.  The geographers 
concentrated on developing their fieldwork sampling techniques.  They looked at ecosystems, footpath 
management, weather and micro climate.  The major study was on the long profile of a river that 
proved to be a challenge.  The river was not where it was supposed to be, on account of the rainfall 
causing it to leave its channel and flood the surrounding area.  However, discharge was worked out 
and pebbles were measured despite the damp, cold conditions.  It was interesting that, after a couple 
of days, the students carried on recording information and did not seem to notice the rain.  

The sixth formers enjoyed the wild scenery of Arran, met other students, proved their resilience and 
even presented me with a fine bottle of the local malt whisky.  A week out in the field is a real test of 
character, especially in such poor weather.  

I was very impressed with the attitude of the group and their enthusiasm to learn.  I hope that 
their enthusiasm is reflected in their results in the summer, so that they can carry on their studies at 
University.

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers/Head of Geology
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Barclays Life Skills

On Wednesday, 25 November, we were fortunate to host a Life Skills session provided by Bernie and 
his team from Barclays. These employees had left work for a day to come in and help introduce our 
pupils to the personal skills that all employers are looking for.

Students were made aware of the need to give a positive image of themselves, as body language is, by 
far, the most important message picked up when you meet someone at an interview.  They were also 
asked to prepare an answer to a very difficult question:

“Please could you tell me about yourself?”

We are often not the best at talking about ourselves and yet this is a perfectly sensible question.  How 
would you reply?

Students were also introduced to the STAR model, dealing with how to explain your skills on an 
application form or at an interview.

Situation Describe what was happening and where, eg. making a cake 
Task  Explain what you were doing, eg. in a competition
Actions Describe what actions you took and the skills you used, eg. created a special cake
Result  Describe the outcome and what you achieved, eg. Came second in the competition   
  and thought about how I could improve for the next task 

This is an excellent model for any application form including applying to University through UCAS.

Many thanks to Bernie and his team for a thought-provoking, entertaining and inspiring workshop.

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers

Key 103 Apprenticeships

On Wednesday, 18 November, the Key 103 Media Bus paid a visit to the school to promote 
Apprenticeships to some of our Year 10 and 11 students.

The single decker bus,  fully equipped with recording facilities, enables students to produce podcasts, 
radio commercials and interviews.  

Once on board, students were able to gain some hands on media 
experience.  They had a lesson about apprenticeships and recorded 
rich audio, reflecting on the benefits of being an apprentice.  Students 
were encouraged to be as creative as possible in their script writing. 
Then in teams they recorded their ideas and the audio.

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers



Careers 
School Leaver Programmes

Many large employers are now looking to recruit employees directly from school. Most of the large 
Accountancy firms are very keen to widen their social diversity and recruit directly from school as well 
as recruiting from the long-standing graduate entry programmes.

Charlotte and Tamia from Grant Thornton came into school to talk to Year 13 students about the 
opportunities available.  Grant Thornton is an ambitious, global organisation that delivers audit, tax 
and advisory services to clients worldwide.  They stress that they are down to earth and keen to recruit 
individuals who have a passion for business.  They are looking for people who have developed a range 
of personal skills that will enable them to work closely with their clients.  

School leavers on the Accelerate programme will be doing real work from the outset with clients in 
a wide range of sectors. Alongside this you will get the structured training and support you need to 
become professionally qualified.

Grant Thornton stress that personal qualities are more important than academic qualifications and 
neither Charlotte nor Tamia had studied maths at A level.

School Leaver programmes are a great way to gain experience, gain professional qualifications and 
earn money at the same time. Have a look at the websites and come and collect a leaflet from the 
Careers Room. 

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers
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Christmas Concert – 
Thursday, 10 December

This year’s Christmas Concert explored a range of 
various ensembles and classic Christmas hits. 

From the Ukulele Orchestra performing their 
signature tune ‘Mele Kalikamaka’, to the Staff and 
Upper School Choir performing ‘Santa Baby’, and 
Primary Theatre group performing ‘I Just Can’t Wait 
To Be King’ to the more traditional congregational 
carols. 

The evening showcased all efforts of each of the 
department’s music groups and primary phase 
groups. £115 was raised for Beachwood Cancer 
Care. Well done to all students! 

Mrs G J Goodier
Head of Music

Siemens Christmas Markets – 
Thursday, 3 December

On Thursday, 3 December, our school steel band 
and choir performed at the Siemens Christmas 
Markets at the international style building on 
Princess Parkway. 

Singing hits such as ‘All I Want for Christmas is 
You’ and playing ‘Winter Wonderland’ on the 
steel pans, employees of Siemens watched from 
the various floors / balconies and all musical acts 
were gratefully received. 

Mrs G J Goodier 
Head of Music
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Be In A Band / Russley Lodge 

On Tuesday, 20 October, Salford University students 

(Adam, Jack and Sam) showcased their talents and 

offered a unique opportunity for Year 7 students to 

learn invaluable skills related to vocals, bass, guitar 

and drums. 

Work undertaken in the Music Department every 

Wednesday night culminated in a performance in 

the local community, Russley Lodge (care home for the elderly) on Thursday, 17 December.  The choir 

and rock band members impressed the residents of Russley Lodge with their musical talents. 

Thank you to Adam, Jack and Sam who have given up their time to make this project possible. 

Mrs G J Goodier 

Head of Music



A Christmas Carol - The Pantomime!

On Thursday, 17 December, students from the Year 7 and 8 Drama Club and Year 9-11 Drama Club 
performed their version of A Christmas Carol - The Pantomime! to friends, family and members of staff.  

Cameron Morgan did an excellent job of performing as the infamous ‘Scrooge’ and all students 
had great stage presence and confidence.  They then finished the show by getting everyone into the 
Christmas spirit by singing ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas,’ followed by mince pies and non-alcoholic 
mulled wine!  

Fantastic job done by all. 
Mrs A-M Purcell
Head of  Drama

Pe
rf

or
m

in
g 

A
rt

s



Prim
ary Phase

Family Literacy Course

Over the last 10 weeks, some of our Reception 

class parents, carers and grandparents have been 

coming into school to participate in a training 

course entitled ‘Family Literacy’, provided by 

Manchester Adult Education. 

On the course they learnt skills for helping their 

children at home in:

•	 reading

•	 writing 

•	 speaking

•	 listening

 It has been a great success, with parents reporting 

that it has improved their own skills in English, has 

made them feel more able to help support their 

child’s learning at home and has increased their 

social network with other parents. 

We hope to run more courses for parents in the 

future.  

Watch this space! 

Ms J Haslam

Deputy Head of  Primary Phase
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Thank You and Goodbye!

We would like to say a big thank you to Simone Hemmersbach, 
who has worked in the MFL department this term as part of 
her internship for her university course in Münster, Germany.

She has been a fantastic help to the department, working 
with all German classes from Year 7 to Year 13.

Simone’s overall impression of the school was “a wonderfully 
harmonious multicultural working environment” where she 
thoroughly enjoyed assisting and teaching. 

We wish her the best of luck in her next 4 years at university 
and hope that she returns to England very soon.

Mrs H Sackfield
Head of MFL Faculty

Larissa’s Winning Post for Cambridge 

University Blog!

“She Talks Science” is a blog from Murray Edwards 

College, University of Cambridge, for young women 

with the insight to question and the imagination to 

find answers. 

We would like to congratulate Larissa Aravantinou, 

one of our Year 12 students, who wrote a winning 

entry on the topic ‘What is Chemistry?’.

You can view her winning blog at: 

http://shetalksscience.com/2015/11/05/what-is-

chemistry/

Miss A S Bunting

Head of Chemistry



Year 7 
Year 7 MCFC Resilience Course
On Thursday, 10 December, a group of Year 7 students who have been 
on an 8-week resilience course with Manchester City in the Community, 
had the opportunity to visit Manchester City’s Etihad Stadium as a 
reward for good behaviour on the course and around school. 

They had the chance to go on a tour around the ground, which took 
them into the players’ lounge and changing rooms, and to sit in the 
dugout.  Afterwards, they had the opportunity for a game of football as 
an extra reward for good behaviour. 

Their behaviour was excellent and they were a credit to the school.

Mr K West
Learning Support Assistant

Year 7 MOSI Trip

On Thursday, 19 November 7W were lucky enough to visit the Museum of 
Science and Industry.  We all took the tram from St Werburghs in Chorlton to 
Deansgate Castlefield. For some of us it was our first time on the tram and 
we loved it.  We walked from the tram stop to The Museum itself and saw 
how busy Central Manchester can get!

Whilst at the Museum we had a very informative talk from Jamie  - who was 
an expert in cotton mills and the cotton industry.  We were able to 
see the machines working and feel the cotton at every stage of the 
process, it was very interesting. 

After lunch we were able to go to the 4D cinema, it was awesome! 
We felt like we were in the movie! 
We really enjoyed our day.

Mrs Lloyd Williams said “7W were a credit to the school”

Jay Moore, Jamie Black and Zakariyah Othman (7W)
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Italian Evening - Thursday, 3 December 
2015

Over a number of weeks members of the Year 7 and 
8 After-School Cooking Club planned, prepared 
and stored their food in the freezer, culminating in 
a lovely evening shared with parents, carers and 
siblings, invited to their ‘Italian Style’ restaurant.

Menu:
Focaccia Bread served with Olive Oil and 

Balsamic Vinegar
Mushroom, Spinach and Onion Lasagne

Pesto Pasta
Italian Salad

Tiramisu
Mrs E Cowell

Food Technology Department

Henshaws Christmas Visit

On Tuesday, 1 December, our guests from Henshaws 

joined us for a Christmas buffet and sing-a-long.  

Henshaws is a charity that provides care, advice and 

training to anyone affected by sight loss.  

Many thanks to Mrs Goodier and Mrs Doran for organising 

the students, who provided the music, carol singing and 

ukulele entertainment for our guests.

Mrs H Sackfield

Head of MFL Faculty
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Expansion News - Progress So Far...

To keep you updated on the Expansion programme, 
here is a summary of what has happened since 
the Contractors arrived in July:

•	 The car park has been removed.
•	 The attenuation tank and CCTV pole have 

been re-sited.
•	 The bund, trees and shrubs have been cleared.
•	 A new boundary fence has been erected.
•	 The stone piling and foundations have been 

finished.
•	 Most areas have been levelled and stoned. 
•	 The erection of the steel frame has commenced.

It’s hard to believe when looking at the photos 
that we are still on track to start using the building 
next July/August. 

Mr M Hey
Facilities Manager
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Remembrance Day Service - November 

2015

The CCF took a delegation of staff and cadets to Salford 

Cenotaph in November, to pay tribute to those who had taken 

the ultimate sacrifice and died during conflicts around the world.

In addition, we also took part in a Service of Remembrance at 

Manchester Cathedral.

Both services were moving and Cadets and staff alike were 

honoured to take part.

2Lt Chris Denholm
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Centenary Service and New Colours 

Banner - December 2015

Braving near-torrential rain, Cadets, families and VIPs 

celebrated the bestowal of a new Colours Banner to 

the School’s CCF on Saturday, 12 December, in this, the 

Corp’s centenary year.

The Banner was presented by Her Majesty’s Lord 

Lieutenant of Greater Manchester, Warren J Smith, JP 

Esq during a special service at the school.

Lt Col M P Jones

Contengent Commander
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WHGS Sixth Formers Up In Court!!

...But for all the right reasons!!

On Saturday, 28 November, a group of 14 
enthusiastic (and very nervous) sixth formers met 
at Manchester Crown Court 
at Crown Square to take part 
in the Sir Rhys Davies Schools’ 
Mock Trial Competition.  They 
had spent time during the 
preceding weeks working 
with barristers Huw Edwards 
and Alex Langhorn to prepare 
their cases and arguments 
ready to present in court, and 
this was the day of judgement.  

Not only were the students able to experience 
first-hand what it is like to be in court and how 
the proceedings work, but they all played an 
active part in a trial.  Some took on the role of 
defendant, witness, court clerk, jury member 
or usher, and six students acted as barristers, 
either for the prosecution or the defence.  All of 
this took place in front of a real working judge, 

who then gave his or her verdict on the students’ 
performances, including awarding points to total 
up throughout the competition.  

Particularly worth mentioning are Sana Akhtar, 
who was commended by the judge for the way 

she tore the witness to shreds 
with her cross-examination, 
Fazeel Babur, who brought 
a tear to our eyes with his 
portrayal of the defendant, 
Ming Merciless, and Aamna 
Chaudury, who reversed the 
tables completely as a witness 
and made the barrister who 
was cross-examining her feel 
very uncomfortable!  

Unfortunately, WHGS did not score enough points 
to go through to the final, but all our students 
acquitted themselves very well and we were very 
proud to be with them to witness their successes. 

Mrs B M Schouten
Head of Primary Phase

Sixth Form Christmas Gathering

To celebrate the Festive Season, the Sixth Form 
organised a Christmas Party, with pizza and drinks 
and some special DJ’ing from DJ Meds and Jarvis.

A great time was had by all.

Amina  Gaddah (13B)
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Year 3 had their fabulous finish at the end of term and invited the parents and 
some distinguished guests to appreciate their amazing work.  

The children had been busy this term learning about the Romans.  Year 3 went 
to the Dewa Roman Experience in Chester and saw first-hand some of the 
Roman ruins and artefacts that had been left behind.

The children put on an exhibition of their amazing art that they had created 
during their Art and Design sessions.  We were able to use so many different 
materials and make so many things.  It’s hard to believe how much was 
achieved in such a short time. 

The children made mosaics, pots, tunics, swords, jewellery and even managed 
to write a non-chronological report on their iPads using Pic Collage. 

A big thank you to our wonderful parents who turned up on a grey Friday 
afternoon to celebrate their children’s work.

 Mrs T Shah
Year 3 Teacher

Primary Nativity Play
Primary Phase performed their Nativity Play during the last week of Term.  The Reception children were 
shepherds.

 Mrs T Contel Gonzalez
Reception Class Teacher
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Girls Active - United Learning Xelle

Last year, a selection of girls attended a ‘Girls 
in Sport’ days led by 4-time Winter Olympian, 
Chemmy Alcott.  Since this point, the girls have 
been striving to develop sport and physical  
activity at WHGS, in order to increase participation 
within school. The group have been working 
continuously with PE staff and other adults on training days to improve the curriculum and 
extra-curricular opportunities, and have created a Girls Active Group. The girls all have different 
roles to contribute to the weekly updates of the group and jobs that need to be completed:

Year 7 
Preparing to be interviewed

Year 8 
Courtney Anderson - Blogger 
Aliyah Usman - Promotion 
Fudia Kamara - Promotion 
Grace Griffiths Smith

Year 9 
Teri Devlin - Profile Pictures 
Siobhan Demuck - Pictures 
T’Shari Ward - Promotion 
Macy Essue - Promotion 
Amenah Shahid 
Atenah Nazami 

Year 10 
Ayana Superville Blackford - Promotion 
Iyanla Downer Rose - Promotion 
Brittany Nhumaio - Promotion

New Initiatives that they have helped to create:

•	 Zumba within year 10 and 11 PE lessons
•	 Street Dance Classes started from Thursday, 12 November (£1 per session - Dance Teacher 

comes in)

Miss R J Clayden
Lead Teacher of PE and Girls’ Games
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GB v Italy - Women’s Basketball  

On Wednesday, 25 November, students 

at WHGS had a great opportunity to 

watch and support GB Basketball by 

watching the women take on Italy in 

the EuroBasket Women’s Qualifying 

Rounds at The Amaechi Centre 

(Whalley Range). 

With GB leading in the first quarter 

Italy produced a decisive response in 

the fourth quarter to secure a 60-48 

victory against Great Britain. 

Students managed to meet players at 

the end to get autographs.

Miss R J Clayden

Lead Teacher of PE and Girls’ Games

French Indoor Grand Prix

Oliver Pollitt (7RLM), took part in the French 
Indoor Grand Prix International in Holland in 
November 2015.  He competed against a lot of 
other European skiers and managed to gain Third 
Place.  

Well done Oliver!

(Oliver is pictured second from the right).

Mrs C Lloyd Williams
Head of Year 7



Autumn Term 2015
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Tuesday, 1 September 2015
Induction Day (Year 7 and 12 pupils) and 
Primary School INSET 

Wednesday, 2 September 2015

Term starts for all other pupils Thursday, 3 September 2015
Staff INSET (whole school) Thursday, 24 September 2015 (school closed for all pupils)

Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 26 October – Monday, 2 November 2015 inclusive
School re-opens for pupils Tuesday, 3 November 2015
Assessment Day Friday, 4 December 2015 (school closed for all pupils)
Term ends for pupils Friday, 18 December 2015, 2.00pm finish

Spring Term 2016
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Monday, 4 January 2016
Term starts for pupils Tuesday, 5 January 2016
Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 15 February – Friday, 19 February 2016
School re-opens for pupils Monday, 22 February 2016
Term ends Thursday, 24 March 2016, 2.00pm finish

Term Dates for the School Year 2015-2016

Summer Term 2016
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Monday, 11 April 2016
Term starts for pupils Tuesday, 12 April 2016
May Bank Holiday Monday, 2 May 2016 (school closed)
Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 30 May – Friday, 3 June 2016
School re-opens for pupils Monday, 6 June 2016
United Learning Staff INSET (whole school) Friday, 1 July 2016 (school closed for all pupils)
Term ends for pupils Friday, 8 July 2016, 2.00pm finish

Please forward any articles for the Newsletter to the Communications Officer (gina.murphy@whgs-academy.org)


