


Y10 Gateways

On Thursday, 19 September 2019, a group of
Year 10 students undertook the Gateways visit
to the University of Manchester. Our school was
joined by two other schools from Greater
Manchester.

The Year 10 Exploration Visit was an opportunity
for learners to realistically consider their future
options, own identity and their preferences,
skills and strengths. A ‘Researching Your Future
Options’ workshop gave students an
introduction to the research process, through
thinking about their own options at age 14-16 by

exploring progression routes into careers and
courses they are interested in.

During the afternoon, learners were given the
opportunity to work in groups and create a
political Campaign to become the Heads of the
Student Union. The students thoroughly enjoyed
this opportunity, with one of our students, Rhea,
particularly impressing the University
Ambassadors with her Student Safety App design
that helped track students at the University.

At the end of the day, students took part in a

Q&A session with current undergraduates to find
out more about university life. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed their visit, with one student
commenting “It’s been such fun today and I’ve
learnt so much. The day just seemed to pass so
quickly”.

View this article on our Website…

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3364/y10-gateways


Presentation Evening

View this article on our Website…

The annual Presentation Evening of academic and school prizes was held in the
Great Hall onWednesday, 25 September 2019, and was a huge success.

Our guest speaker this year was Mr Frank McCarron, Executive Principal from
United Learning. Mr McCarron gave us a very personal but inspirational address
on how to overcome adversity in order to reach our goals. Mr McCarron spoke
of his own personal experiences, determination and resilience which helped him
to achieve success.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3368/presentation-evening


On Tuesday, 24 and Wednesday, 25 September,
approximately 90 GCSE geographers travelled 40
miles north of Manchester to the seaside town
of Blackpool and nearby Cleveleys, to take part
in compulsory physical and human geography
fieldwork for their Paper 3 examination on 11
June 2020 (this is worth 15% of their final
grade!).

Students were able to surmise that these sites
had been chosen as Blackpool has been a
popular tourist destination within northern
England for over 200 years, while Cleveleys
exemplifies how sediments are transported
along beaches, with their installation of wooden
groyne in the 1920s and rock groynes in 2013
trapping sediment frommoving along the beach.

After an 80-minute drive, students began their
day in Blackpool, where they were investigating
whether tourism had been having
environmental impacts throughout the town.
Students had hypothesised that tourism does
have an environmental impact on Blackpool’s
surroundings and so set out to either prove or
disprove this point. To collect data, students
visiting four sites, stretching from the sea front
at Coral Island to the residential housing of
Albert Road. To assess any environmental
damage, students conducted an environmental
quality survey at each site which sought to
measure how noisy, clean, congested and well-

maintained tourist, retail and residential areas
were as we progressed further away from the
seafront and the influence of tourism. Each
aspect was ranked as being more positive or
negative, and back in lessons students will plot
this data into a Radar diagram to allow
comparisons between sites.

Students spent the other half of their day at
Cleveleys beach, where they were investigating
whether coastal sediments such as rocks,
pebbles and sand were being transported
northwards along the beach. Using rulers,
students measured the height of sediment on
the northern and southern sides of five of
Cleveley’s groynes. The difference in height
between these two sides of each groyne
informed the students which direction
sediments were being transported by longshore
drift. We expected greater amounts of
sediments to be found on the southern side of
each groyne, however students discovered that
several of our groynes had a greater build up of
sediment on the northern side. This is something
we will explore further in lessons; however, it
still provides evidence that transportation is
occurring.

Following all our measurements and data
collections, and while waiting for bus to pick us
up again, there was even time for fish and chips,
skimming stones and writing in the sand on the

beach!

We cannot wait to see the result of student’s
effort during the day in class and this August.

GCSE Geography Trip

View this article on our Website…

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3369/gcse-geography-trip-to-blackpool-and-cleveleys


Henshaws Visit (October)

View this article on our Website…

Tuesday, 1 October, saw the first visit of this academic
year from the Henshaws Society. As usual, members
were provided with a tasty buffet lunch and some
scintillating conversation from Sixth Form volunteers - all
followed by a lunchtime variety concert.

Despite most clubs only having had 3 weeks to rehearse,
over 30 pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 volunteered to
perform.

The concert opened with The Grace Notes Choir, who
sung a version of 'Hallelujah' (originally by Leonard
Cohen). Then came our first solo vocalist - Leena from
Year 7, who performed 'Circle of Life' from the Year 6
Summer Show The Lion King.

Next came the Junk Orchestra - performing a
composition formulated in the weekly rehearsals. The
fact that this was played on an array of old pots, pans
and dustbins brought much amusement to the audience
- although they were very impressed with the resulting
rhythms!

The Gospel Choir then sung 'Royals' by Lorde, followed
by the Ukulele Orchestra who gave a great rendition of
George Ezra's 'Shotgun'.

All in all - it was a wonderful concert that was greatly
received by those who attended - so yet again, a big
thank you to our wonderful WHGS musicians.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3374/henshaws-visit


Primary Tag Rugby Competition

View this article on our Website…

The Primary Rugby event held at WHGS on Monday was
a competitive event for primary schools within the local
area. There were ten primary schools invited and WHGS
students were engaged in leadership roles throughout
the tournament.

We had student volunteers from Year 8, 9, 10 and 11, all
of whom had completed leadership elements in their PE
lessons.

All primary schools commented on how strong the
leaders were when officiating the games and supporting
students when they were unsure on rules of the sport.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3375/primary-tag-rugby-competition


Open Evening

View this article on our Website…

Our Open Evening on Thursday, 3 October 2019, for prospective Year
7 students was a great success.

Over 400 families came to have a look around the school, meet the
staff and students, and hear Mr Mulholland talk about his high
expectations of every student.

Highlights of the evening were the cooking of multi-flavoured scones
in the Food & Nutrition Department, the array of soft drink cocktails in
Maths and the great hands-on experiments in the Science
laboratories.

A number of parents also commented on how smart the Sixth Form
students looked, especially wearing their gowns.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3377/year-7-open-evening


Maths Help from Sixth Formers

View this article on our Website…

Every fortnight a group of our Sixth Form Mathematicians kindly give up
their Tuesday morning time to help out Year 7 with their Maths -
Tuesday was our first session!

We had seven Sixth Formers assigned to 4 students each. The students
completed a wide range of maths problems in preperation for their end
of half term exam. Tasks included a fun code breaker, using their
rounding skills, loop cards, real-life problem solving (with hard addition
and subtration) and tricky perimeter questions involving compound
shapes!

The atmosphere in the classroom was brilliant, with all of our students
working extremely hard on their different maths problems.

Many thanks to our Sixth Formers; Tananka, Faheem, Mohammed, Alim,
Will, Haaris and Ali.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3378/sixth-formers-help-out-in-maths


Y10/Y11 Prison Peer Mentoring

View this article on our Website…

On Tuesday, 8 October, twenty-five Year 10 and 11 students visited Lancashire
County Cricket Club to hear a talk by The No Way Trust (more commonly referred
to as Prison! Me! No-Way!), which is a nationally registered charity.

For over 25 years, the charity has provided an ever evolving, diverse and
unparalleled range of interactive, area specific, educational and innovative
programmes for children and young people, with a commitment to helping the
neediest, vulnerable and underprivileged; inclusive of all.

The students met ex-prisoner 'Manny' who gave a talk about his life and how he got
into crime and how he found redemption - a thoroughly compelling story that had
all the students 'hooked' from the first minute.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3379/y10y11-prison-peer-mentoring-programme


Y8 Boys' Football

View this article on our Website…

Our Year 8 Boys' Football Team have had two games this
week.

On Monday, we drew 1-1 with KD Grammar. Zayne
scored our only goal and Omar was Man of the Match.

Last night, the Team won 8-0 against Burnage High.
Scorers were Harry (2) Ismael (3) Bailey (2) and Zayne.
Man of the match for that game was Zavier.

Well done to them all!

Our Year 8 Boys' Football Team were involved in a
thrilling game on Wednesday night against Manchester
Enterprise Academy in the League.

The boys were 3-1 down, then 4-3 up, then 5-4 down
and ended up drawing 5-5. Goals from Karim, Bailey and
a hat trick from 'Man of the Match' Harry.

Well done to all the boys involved; Matthew (C), Levi,
Pierre, Caleb, Romain, Jake, Harry, Omar, Zayne, Bailey,
Karim and Abdullah.

View this article on our Website…

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3380/year-8-boys-football
https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3392/y8-boys-football


World Mental Health Day

View this article on our Website…

Staff got World Mental Health Day off to a good start on
Thursday, 10 October, with a tea, toast and talk
breakfast.

We had lots of healthy delights... and a few not so
healthy! It was a lovely chance for colleagues to have a
chat and catch up, which promotes everyone’s well
being and makes for a positive start to the day.

At lunch, the Mental Health Team held a cake and chat
lunch for pupils and staff. It was really well supported by
pupils across the school who came for a cake, drink and
a sit down, to start conversations with each other and
new faces.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3477/world-mental-health-day


Y5 Great British Bread Off

View this article on our Website…

Year 5s most fun day this term was, by far, the day when
they took part in the "Great British Bread Off".

Children researched breads around the world and they were
put into groups to follow instructions to bake bread. They
mixed the ingredients and kneaded the dough. Then they
left the dough to rise for at least an hour before they
brought their designs to life.

After shaping their dough, they put their bread designs in
the oven to cook for approximately 20 minutes.

Look at how much fun they had and what they came up
with!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3487/y5-great-british-bread-off


WHGS Wins Healthy Schools Award

View this article on our Website…

William Hulme's Grammar School were proud to attend the Annual Health
Improvements Award Ceremony this week to celebrate the 180 schools in
Manchester that have engaged with the Manchester Healthy Schools programme.

We were very pleased to receive a Bronze award in recognition of our school-wide
programme of promoting; public health priorities, healthy eating, fitness and
exercise, relationship and sex education, emotional health and wellbeing and
awareness of drugs and alcohol.

In addition to this, we were awarded with a Special Commendation award for our
Partnership Project with Manchester Mind Peer Mentoring programme. Our peer
mentors have received expert training from Manchester Healthy Schools to equip
them to support pupils in the school in need of mentoring. The partnership with our
school has lead to the development of the new Healthy Schools Peer Mentoring
Programme and we are proud to support and deliver such a valuable service for our
pupils.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3381/whgs-wins-healthy-schools-award


Y10 Girls’ Football

View this article on our Website…

Our Year 10 Girls Football Team
played at Levenshulme High on
Tuesday, 22 October, in the Quarter
Finals of the Year 10 Cup.

Our well deserved 4 - 0 victory came
after Matilde scored the first goal,
but then had to come off with a
hamstring problem. Paige, the elder
'states person' of the team then went
on to score a hat-trick.

All the girls put in a shift, and with
seven Year 8's and two Year 9's
playing in a Year 10 cup match, the
girls were fantastic.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3391/y10-girls-football


WHGS Scoops Top Sporting Award

View this article on our Website…

William Hulme’s Grammar School (WHGS) is celebrating after achieving the School Games Silver Mark
Award for the 2018/19 academic year.

The School Games Mark is a government-led award scheme, facilitated by the Youth Sport Trust, to
reward schools for their commitment to the development of competition across their school and into
the local community.

WHGS was given this prestigious award for its exceptional sporting offer which includes an incredibly
wide range of sports. From football, netball and rugby to badminton, skateboarding and yoga, the
school offers sporting activities to meet every student’s abilities and interests.

The school calendar is brimming with fixtures of competitions taking place within school and against
other local schools. All sporting successes are celebrated within school and each year group has its own
Health and Wellbeing Ambassadors who promote sport and healthy lifestyles amongst their peers.

Rachel Clayden, Subject Lead PE at WHGS, said:

“We are delighted to have achieved this award for the third year in a row. Sport is such a central part of
WHGS and it is fantastic that so many students are actively involved in our extracurricular clubs and
teams. We would not be able to offer students such a wide range of high-quality sports without our
fantastic PE staff who are out in all-weathers with our teams giving them the very best training possible.

“Our sporting offer is a key way in which we deliver an Education with Character. We constantly strive
to give our students an education with nurtures team spirit, perseverance and the confidence to always
challenge themselves. Sport does exactly this and more and it is wonderful to see the way in which our
students are developing into confident, ambitious and determined young adults.

“Whilst we are really buoyed to have achieved the Silver Award again, our sights are now firmly set on
achieving the coveted Gold Award next year!”

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3403/on-the-mark-whgs-scoops-top-sporting-award


RP Visit to Alton Towers

View this article on our Website…

The Resourced Provision students enjoyed a spooky trip
to Alton Towers this October.

We were attending to try out the new disability services
available for schools with disabled students.

The Resourced Provision students planned the trip
themselves, as part of their social skills sessions and
even made all the phone calls!

A great day was had by all, despite the awful weather.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3404/resourced-provision-visit-to-alton-towers


WHGS Eco Group

View this article on our Website…

William Hulme's students have started up an Eco Group!
Our vision is to make our school more eco-friendly and
do this by raising awareness of current ecological issues.

We want to work with students and staff to promote
recycling, improve biodiversity in the school grounds,
reduce the use of plastics and reduce our energy usage.

We have had our third meeting already with over 30
students attending from across the Secondary Phase.
One of our next steps is to link with the Primary Phase
and other schools to tackle the ecological issues we care
about the most!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3407/whgs-eco-group


Y6 Forest School

View this article on our Website…

In September and October, Year 6 attended Forest School every
Tuesday for 6 weeks. Forest School develops skills that are hard to
teach in the classroom.

Both classes were involved in practical hands-on learning in a natural
environment on-site in our school grounds and at Adlington Forest in
Macclesfield.

They attended Addlington Forest on the first week and the last week of
the 6 week programme. The first time they arrived at the forest, they
were a little uncertain about all the mud. However, when they left they
loved it! As the children gained confidence in the outdoors, they
developed a respect for the environment, a resilient attitude towards
problem-solving tasks and a well-established set of skills in the use of
tools and lighting fires.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3480/y6-forest-school


Y9 Manchester Schools Cup

View this article on our Website…

Our Girls' Football Team played The Barlow High School
in the Manchester Schools Year 9 Cup on Tuesday, 5
November. We had only two Year 9's playing, the other
girls being from Year 7 and 8.

After a very close first half, the final score was 1-1,
Matilde scoring the WHGS goal. The Barlow scored right
at the start of the 2nd half and, unfortunately, this was
how the game finished, in a very close contest.

Excellent match by two evenly matched teams.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3408/manchester-schools-year-9-cup


Anti-Bullying Week

View this article on our Website…

This year’s Anti Bullying Week took
place from Monday, 11 November
to Friday, 15 November.

During our PSHE lessons, the
Primary classes focussed on anti-
bullying and looked at the theme
“change starts with us”. We also
took part in odd socks day –
spreading the important message
that we are all different and unique.

It was great to see so many children
and staff in odd socks!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3471/anti-bullying-week-2019


Function Skills Level 1 Success

View this article on our Website…

A group of our students have studied hard and achieved their Functional Skills
Level 1 Qualification. They gained their qualification in August 2019, when they
were in Year 9 and they are now in Year 10.

Mrs Bartlett, our Functional Skills Co-ordinator, is especially pleased with the
results and was impressed with their attitude to learning. They all applied the
skills needed in their exams and were well behaved during both exams, showing
respect to all members of staff.

Well done in achieving this qualification.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3432/functional-skills-level-1-success


7T Build Castles

View this article on our Website…

7T have been learning about the Middle Ages in
Humanities this term.

We have learnt about different types of castles and put
our learning into practice by building Motte and Bailey
castles. We designed them, built them out of recycled
materials and painted them to include the defensive
features that we had learnt about. These included a
moat, drawbridge, merlons and a keep.

It was an activity enjoyed by all!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3483/7t-learn-about-the-middle-ages


Challenge4Change Prefect Team Building

View this article on our Website…

Our Year 11 Prefect team had the opportunity to visit Challenge4Change on Thursday, 10
October.

Challenge4Change is a team building facility and aims to help groups work together and
change the mindset of working in a team. It was great for our Prefect teams to get to know
each other and build as a team. Without a doubt, it was a lot of fun with daring challenges,
such as harness walking and the logical conundrums had us puzzled.

Overall Challenge4Change was a lot of fun and was a great way for our Prefect teams to
understand what it meant to work together as a group, and it was a great boost for the
mindset of all the Prefects.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3433/challenge4change-prefect-team-building-day


Y13 Geography NEA Field Trip

View this article on our Website…

Last week four Year 13 Geographers travelled up to
Grange-Over-Sands to complete fieldwork for their NEA
coursework.

For the first couple of days, they studied practical
fieldwork techniques in urban areas of Grange and
Morecambe, and in a post-glacial environment of
Coniston Coppermines valley. Despite the cold and
(sometimes) rain, they all kept up great spirits walking
up and down mountains!

Wednesday evening was spent planning a study of their
own, which (despite the late night on Wednesday) they
all carried out on Thursday in the urban area of
Morecambe. Their study areas included a range of
regeneration strategies that have been put into place in
Morecambe and looking at differences in the levels of
deprivation in different areas.

All four students got a lot out of the trip, looking at
concepts they have studied class in a real life context,
and collecting their data ready to write up some great
pieces of coursework!

A huge thank you to the FSC Castle Head where we
stayed, and our tutor Mel for all of her help and
support!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3434/y13-geography-nea-field-trip


Primary Phase Growth Mindset Fundraiser

View this article on our Website…

The growth mindset team have been fundraising for a
visit from a surprise inspirational person.

This half term, Miss Marshall and the Mindset Monitors
planned and hosted The Lion Cinema night in the
Primary Phase.

The night was a huge success: All six cinema rooms were
fully booked and the children and staff enjoyed popcorn
and drinks whilst watching their favourite films.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3478/primary-phase-growth-mindset-fundraising-event


Y11 Taster Day

View this article on our Website…

On Thursday, 14 November 2019, our Year 11 students
took over the Sixth Form Centre for the day enjoying
their choice of A-Level lessons. Students took part in the
following:

• Psychology - Exploring issues such as destructive
authority and eye witness memory

• Law - An insight into recent crimes
• Business Studies - Learning about business mergers

and takeovers
• English Literature - A masterclass in poetry
• Biology - Fish dissection
• Chemistry - Investigation to find the identity of a

missing molecule
• German - Learning about the German Democratic

Republic
• Sociology - Crime and deviance in society
• Politics - Marginals, mandates, manifestos and

majorities
• History - Looked at the Civil Rights Movement in the

USA in the 1950's and 60's
• Geography - Place is more than just a location
• Computer Science - How to program recursion and

write a program to calculate the factorial
• Economics - Population and wealth distribution and

the economic issues caused by wealth and inequality
• Design - Explored computer aided manufacturing

machinery
• Spanish - Analysing scenes of an Almodóvar film in

terms of themes (death and life, women
empowerment, traditions in Spain) the importance of
colours and socio-cultural background

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3445/year-11-taster-day


Y11 Manchester College Taster Day

View this article on our Website…

On Thursday, 14 November, a group of Year 11 students went to
The Manchester College for a taster day, to see what life would be
like as a college student.

Students took part in taster sessions, including Hospitality and
Catering, Art and Design, Creative Digital Media and Automotive
Studies. The College also showcased its new scholarship courses
in Construction and Sports Studies.

Our Year 11 students had the opportunity to meet current
students at the College who were undertaking further studies in
Ethical Hacking and ask them questions about their course and
what student life at university was like.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3441/y11-taster-day-at-the-manchester-college


Y8 Manchester Schools Cup

View this article on our Website…

Our Year 8 Girls' Football Team beat TEMA 3-1 on
Thursday, 14 November on a very cold night in the
shadow of The Etihad Stadium.

After a closely contested first half, which ended at 0-0,
TEMA scored within 30 seconds of the restart. Most
teams at this point may of struggled to get back into the
game, but it literally spurred WHGS on! We hit the post
three times in the space of two minutes, then finally a
quick double by Matilde put us 2-1 up. Tia added the
third to secure a well deserved win.

Special mention goes to all the girls, but in particular
Duaa and the captain Maria, who were first to every
second ball and drove the WHGS team forward.

The girls are now through to the Year 8 Cup Quarter
Finals. Absolutely fantastic!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3442/y8-girls-football-manchester-schools-cup


Y3 Trip to Bolton Museum

View this article on our Website…

Year 3 had an amazing time on our trip to Bolton Museum on Thursday, 14 November, to take part in an Ancient Egyptian
Workshop.

The Museum was full of amazing artefacts and we especially loved seeing the replica tomb, which included a real 3000 year old
mummified man!

We learnt about the process of mummification and pretended to mummify some children from the class.

Thank you to the staff at the Museum for making it a fantastic and informative day! We learnt a lot and it encouraged our curiosity!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3446/year-3-trip-to-bolton-museum


What Did We Do?
Our first morning was spent in the Memorial Museum located in
Passchendaele, Belgium. It was extraordinary to see the bombs and
artefacts recovered from World War One. We also saw how it affected
people by walking through replica trenches and dugouts. On that same
day, we went to Tyne Cot British Commonwealth Military Cemetary and
Langemark Cemetery to explore the war graves, paying respects to men
from all over the world who fought, including two WHGS alumni. We
wondered which Principal our boys had studied under and what their
favourite subjects may have been. In the evening, we watched a play
called 'Journey’s End', which showed us how scared and broken the most
perfect and strongest men can be. After that, we went to the Menin Gate
to experience the Last Post ceremony, which has taken place every night
since the war. We watched in silence as people and students lay wreaths
in respect. We were lucky enough to find another name engraved on the
Menin Gate wall of someone who went to William Hulme’s Grammar
School: D M Hicks.

The next day, we went to the Sunken Lake and Hawthorn Crater, where
we watched the attack by the Lancashire Fusiliers on the 1st July 1916, as
part of the Battle of the Somme. We recreated going ‘over the top’ and
discussed how the soldiers would have felt watching their comrades fall
around them. We then went to a unique place called the Beaumont-
Hamel Newfoundland Memorial Park, where we got to see one of the
battlefields and loads of the original trenches. At the Caterpillar Valley
Cemetery, we gazed upon hundreds and thousands of names of men
from all over the world including India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and China.
We discussed the amazing contribution these men gave which led the

Western Powers to victory. Later that day, we went to the Thiepval
Memorial where we discovered the name of another young man who
had studied at William Hulme Grammar School and lay a memorial cross.
During our time, we were comparing the experience of soldiers during
WWI and now, looking at their equipment, food they ate and what
badges they earned.

Armistice Day was spent at Le Hamel, where we learned about it’s huge
battle and the lessons learned for the attack on 8th August 1918. We
finished our time at the Sir John Monash Centre, named after a brave
Australian Commander, where we got to interact with technology to
understand the events of battle. Villers Bretonneux Military Cemetery
was where when we all had our Minute of Silence and really thought of
howmuch men at the time sacrificed for our today.

- Mustafa Hussain, 9JES

Y9 WW1 Centenary Battlefields Trip

cont’d…

Over the weekend of 8-11 November, four of our Year 9 students took part in a World War One Centenary Battlefields trip to Belgium and France with
the History Department. Here is their accounts of the weekend.



Y9 WW1 Centenary Battlefields Trip

View this article on our Website…

Why Was Our Trip Important?
It was important to visit the WW1 battlefields because, despite the
First World War being 100 years ago, we still have to remember the
people who fought for us. “For your tomorrow we gave our today”
is a quote that shows how the soldiers from the war died for our
freedom. It was surreal for us to visit the battlefields, as the people
who walked the same corridors as us and stood where we stand
everyday went to fight for their country. It also gave us all a deeper
connection as they were just ordinary school kids like us. By
remembering their service and their sacrifice, we recognise the
tradition of freedom these men and women fought to preserve.
They believed that their actions in the present would make a
significant difference for the future and hopefully we can ensure it
does. It doesn’t matter what country you are from, lots of us will
have ancestors who were affected by it.

“In our solemn remembrance to those who have died, may we
learn the lessons they learned, and God save us from learning them
in the way they had to.”

- Amelia Ali (9SRM)

What Were Your Thoughts on this Trip?
In my experience, this trip was better than I could have expected. We visited
multiple places in the span of four days and although it was tiring, everyone
involved was friendly and enthusiastic. The activities were very engaging and
most definitely eye-opening. It was unbelievable and surreal standing where
the soldiers stood and walking in their footsteps, literally. A shocking
moment was seeing the similarities in soldiers then and today, you wouldn’t
believe it! For example, the dugouts with the small rows of multiple beds and
terrible conditions were some of the things that I knew were there, but I
didn’t understand the extremity it reached until I saw it for myself. On the
flip side, a positive surprise was seeing the multiple ethnic backgrounds on
the memorials and how they worked together for one goal. Although there
were some sad moments, where we were told the soldiers stories and the
amount of casualties, overall, this was a memorable rollercoaster of an
experience that I would no doubt recommend to anyone who has the
opportunity.

- Dana Al-Jamal (9DTE)

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3448/y9-ww1-centenary-battlefields-trip


Y7/Y8 Italian Evening

View this article on our Website…

On Tuesday, 12 November, the Food &
Nutrition Department hosted their annual
Italian evening.

We had a fantastic group of students
provide staff and parents with an array of
fantastic Italian dishes. Each student
recieved their Food and Nutrition Extra-
Curricular Achievement badge.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3449/y7y8-italian-evening


KS3 'Bebras' Challenge Success

View this article on our Website…

This year, once again, we entered all of our Key Stage 3
students in the international "Bebras" Computational
Thinking Challenge. The Challenge introduces
computational thinking to students. It is organised in
over 40 countries and designed to get students all over
the world excited about computing.

I am proud to say we smashed last year’s total of 10
students through to the next round. This year a
whopping 19 students made the cut, which is the top
10% of all scores in the competition.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3482/bebras-computational-thinking-challenge-success


Y9 Subsea Engineering Challenge

View this article on our Website…

On Monday, 11 November, a team of six Year 9 students
took on the challenge of designing an underwater
remotely operated robot at the Museum of Science and
Industry.

They demonstrated an incredible level of resilience and
innovation in what was a very difficult task! The end
product was a robot that could be operated by
computer coding to avoid deep sea debris at the bottom
of the ocean.

Well done Team!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3490/y9-subsea-engineering-challenge


School Show – Back to the 80s

View this article on our Website…

The school production of 'Back to the 80s' was a huge
success and we are very proud of the cast, band and
technical students involved in the rehearsals and shows.

The cast worked tirelessly on their acting, choreography
and singing to ensure that the audience were thoroughly
entertained. This has to be the kindest and most helpful
cast that we have ever worked with; they did everything
they could to help, from rehearsing outside of allocated
rehearsals to helping us paint the set.

We would like to thank the students and staff that were
involved in the production and we hope to have the
same enthusiasm and dedication in the next school
production!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3450/school-show-back-to-the-80s


Y11-Y13 Discover Computer Science

View this article on our Website…

Computer Science students in Years 11, 12 and 13
visited PwC’s fabulous new offices in Spinningfields on
Tuesday, 12 November, for their Discover Computer
Science Day, in partnership with Isaac Computer
Science.

The students heard from computing professionals
working at employers, including PwC and GCHQ, learned
about Artificial Intelligence and robotics, and had an
opportunity to meet and question current university
students and apprentices.

It was a brilliant day and our students came away really
enthused about Computer Science courses and careers.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3452/y11-y13-discover-computer-science-day


Homeless Shoebox Appeal

View this article on our Website…

This year, our Year 10 charity is LifeShare, which is a
homeless charity based in Manchester. Through this link,
our Year 10 Charity Committee have been real drivers in
promoting the appeal this year - collecting, filling and
wrapping the boxes.

We had a total of 93 shoe boxes donated to the
homeless charity this year, which is the most they have
ever had donated by one school.

We would like to thank all the students and staff who
have contributed to the appeal this year.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3451/homeless-shoebox-appeal


Road Safety Week in Primary Phase

View this article on our Website…

WHGS Primary Phase children learnt how to make better
choices to ensure they are safe when they walk to
school or cross roads.

During the week of 25-29 November, we went out on to
Spring Bridge Road to practise crossing safely. Our Heads
of School also campaigned for change and ticketed cars
parked dangerously or selfishly.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3469/whgs-road-safety-week


Y12/Y13 Princes Soft Drinks Factory Tour

View this article on our Website…

Our Sixth Form Product Design students visited the
Princes Soft Drinks factory in North Manchester to
experience, first-hand, the making of orange juice.

Princes is one of Europe’s largest food and drink groups
and is owed by Mitsubishi. They specialise in sourcing
and manufacturing quality products and, as a leading
international grocery supplier, millions of consumers
across Europe buy their brands and products every day.

The purpose of the trip was to see how complex and
well planned the production of a mass-produced
product is for a company in order to meet client needs.
Students observed the different areas of production and
packing of juice, and all of the state-of-the-art
automated machinery. This visit also allowed our
students to witness the Health and Safety and Quality
Control procedures in a factory setting.

Students had the opportunity to see all the jobs involved
in the making of the juices, ranging from ingredient
mixers, quality control supervisors, scientists, machine
operatives, maintenance engineers and marketing
managers.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3458/y12y13-factory-tour-of-princes-soft-drinks


Y8 Gateways

View this article on our Website…

On Tuesday, 26 November 2019, a group of Year 8 students were
involved in a 'Familiarisation' Visit to the University of Manchester, as
part of the Gateways Programme.

There were three other schools at the visit, Smith Hills High School,
Longdendale High School and Flixton Girls' School. This visit focused on
the large and diverse range of disciplines offered in Higher Education.

Students participated in the Alphabet Challenge activity, designed to
getting them thinking about the range of subjects on offer at the
University. In the morning session, students worked in school groups
and interviewed current students about four aspects of student life:

• Studying and Learning
• Social Life and Societies
• Living Away from Home
• Job and Career Prospects

The majority of the visit was spent in mixed-school groups, undertaking
three 30 minute workshops:

• STEM
• Biology, Medicine and Health
• Humanities

These workshops showcased a specific aspect of studying this subject at
University.

The students found the event insightful and informative, as well as
being enjoyable. One of the students commented, “The activities were
really fun and I enjoyed working with other students from different
schools.”

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3460/y8-gateways


Mohammed Speaks at The Royal Society

View this article on our Website…

Last month, a William Hulme’s Grammar School student was
one of only two students from across the country to speak at
the prestigious Royal Society.

Mohammed Al-Kalbani spoke to a large audience of
secondary school teachers and students. He presented the
findings of his research project into the effects of coffee on
exhaled breath which he had conducted during his Nuffield
Research placement last summer.

The Year 13 student had found that drinking coffee led to an
increase in someone’s breath of dimethyl disulphide – an
organic chemical compound. As a result of this research,
doctors at the Manchester Breathomics Group have begun
advising patients not to drink coffee before diagnostic breath
tests as this could affect the results.

Mohammed spoke to a captivated audience in London about
his findings which could be used in disease detection.
Speaking about his experience, Mohammed said:

“This experience did not just nurture my research skill as a
scientist but also improved my public speaking skills and it
gave me an opportunity to defend my findings when
challenged by known professors and scientists.”

Peter Mulholland, Principal at William Hulme’s Grammar
School, said:

“As the world’s oldest independent scientific academy, the
Royal Society has been addressed by some of history’s most-
renowned scientists. It is therefore quite something for
Mohammed to have been invited to speak there.

“Mohammed’s research project was of university standard and we are
incredibly proud of his achievement. The fact that the Manchester Breathomics
Group have taken notice of his findings is testament toMohammed’s incredible
talent for scientific enquiry and robust analysis.”

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3459/too-much-coffee-whgs-student-speaks-at-the-royal-society


Joseph Coelho Poetry Workshop

View this article on our Website…

On Tuesday, 26 November, students from Year
3 and Year 7 travelled to Central Library for a
very special poetry event, by award-winning
performance poet and writer, Joseph Coelho.

As a result of our wonderful partnership with
Manchester Libraries and Read Manchester, we
were invited to take part in the event through
our commitment to ensuring our students
engage with literacy in a variety of creative
ways. The event was designed to introduce the
idea that poems can contain even the most
everyday concepts, demonstrating that writing
can be an enjoyable process that is accessible
to all.

Joseph enjoys exploring poetry with a young
audience in a way that makes it fun, accessible,
relatable and achievable. His warm, friendly

manner allowed our students to understand,
absorb and begin to express thoughts and
emotions within an enthralling and highly
interactive session. Students broke down
barriers to poetry by taking part in wordplay,
throwing their own imaginative ideas out into
the room to weave together and discuss new
poetic forms.

Joseph then went on to tell the children about
his life, growing up in a tower block in a small
suburb of London, writing stories and poems,
but never believing he would turn this creativity
into a career. He continued to write through an
Archaeology degree and a host of different
jobs, before his first collection of poems
Werewolf Club Rules! was published in 2015,
winning the Centre for Literacy in Primary
Education Poetry Award (CLiPPA). During the

session, Joseph read from one of his later
collections - Overheard in a Tower Block - which
uses themes of suburbia, family breakdown,
loneliness and libraries, to tell the story of one
boy’s life from childhood through adolescence
to adulthood.

As the session drew to a close, the children
were hugely inspired and were particularly
delighted to discover they were able to ask
Joseph questions and go up and speak to him in
person. A huge thank you to Joseph for taking
the time to perform and talk to WHGS students
and to Manchester Libraries for organising the
event and allowing us to participate. It was a
fabulous morning, enjoyed by staff and
students alike!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3463/joseph-coelho-poetry-workshop-at-central-library


Y12/Y13 Bar Mock Trial

View this article on our Website…

On Saturday, 30 November 2019, sixteen of our Sixth Formers took part in the annual Bar Mock Trial at
Manchester Crown Court.

They played the role of advocates, witnesses, ushers, clerks and jurors in a number of trials and did really well.

The day provided a fascinating insight into the way the legal systemworked and was great fun.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3466/y12y13-bar-mock-trial


Henshaws Visit (December)

View this article on our Website…

How time has flown! On Tuesday, 3 December, we had our final festive
visit of 2019, from the Henshaws Society. After enjoying a buffet lunch
(both the sausages and chicken legs were huge hits!) the Grace Notes
Choir entertained them with a relaxed carol concert.

Starting off with the beautiful and challenging three part harmony
versions of The First Snow and O Holy Night, we soon upped the tempo,
handed out the sleigh bells and encouraged the audience to join us in our
Jazzy version of Santa Claus is Coming to Town (a clear favourite of ours!)
and ended with a rendition of Merry Christmas Everyone.

Following the choir, two talented members of Year 10 (Amina and Amina
K) sung a beautiful ukulele and vocal duet, and finally Charis in Year 9
performedWinter Wonderland.

It was a wonderful concert, enjoyed by all - and certainly kicked the
festive season off very well!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3467/henshaws-christmas-visit


Y2 Forest School

View this article on our Website…

Year 2 have thoroughly enjoyed their Forest School
learning this half term.

They have taken part in a range of activities, such as
den-building, fire-making, team-building activities and
making items out of natural resources. They have
developed their resilience, ability to cooperate with
others and demonstrated a love of the natural world!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3479/y2-forest-school


RP Coffee Morning

View this article on our Website…

On Thursday, 5 December, our Resource Provision for
pupils with autism held a Christmas coffee morning for
parents and family members.

We had a lovely morning eating lots of cake that the
pupils, RP staff and parents made for the event. The
pupils really enjoyed being hosts at the coffee morning
and were extremely confident and sociable considering
they were meeting new adults.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3468/resourced-provision-christmas-coffee-morning


Y10 GCSE Light Painting Workshop

View this article on our Website…

During this Autumn Term, our Year 10 GCSE
Photography students had a Light Painting workshop
where they practiced using a slow shutter speed (30
seconds) to capture movement of light with torches and
string lights. Over the course of the term, students have
perfected their art.

These are some of the most creative outcomes.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3470/y10-gcse-light-painting-workshop


Mcr City U14s Girls Football Tournament

View this article on our Website…

WHGS Year 8 Girls Football Team, along with their coach Paige Molloy, participated
in the Man City CITC U14s Girls Football Tournament at the Etihad Stadium (all our
girls were under 13).

The girls played in seven 10 minute matches against other schools from Greater
Manchester. The top four teams progressing into the Semi Finals.

WHGS won 2, drew 4 and lost 1, but this, unfortunately, was not good enough to
make the last four. Just too many draws I guess!

The girls involved were Maria, Duaa, Kashmala, Rafiha, Reema, Tia, Mehak, Matilde
and Areeba.

Well done to all the girls.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3472/manchester-city-u14s-girls-football-tournament


7T Science and Industry Museum Trip

On Tuesday, 10 December, 7T visited the Science and Industry Museum.

Having researched the trip and planned the route, we walked from
school to St Werburghs Road tram stop. We travelled on the tram to St
Peter's Square, where we enjoyed seeing some of the Christmas lights.
We walked to the Museum and when we arrived enjoyed the first
'Science Showdown' all about inventions in Manchester. Several of us
volunteered to take part and did a brilliant job! We watched a
demonstration about the cotton mills and answered lots of questions.
We also visited the Air and Space Hall, the hands-on experiment gallery
and learnt about the sun.

We finished with a treasure hunt around the Museum looking for
different objects, before walking back to Deansgate and catching the
tram back to school.

It was a fantastic day out and enjoyed by all.
View this article on our Website…

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3473/7t-trip-to-the-science-and-industry-museum


Y8 Track Cycling

View this article on our Website…

Twelve of our Year 8 boys and girls have been track
cycling at The National Cycling Centre over the last four
weeks - and I am happy to say that they beat Chorlton
High, Loreto and Chorlton High South to make the finals
which will be in the Summer term next year!

This keeps up the WHGS tradition of making the finals
for the last six years. Last year we finished runners up
and in 2017 we were champions.

Hopefully this group of talented Year 8s can emulate
them.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3474/y8-track-cycling


Switch Off Fortnight in Primary Phase

View this article on our Website…

Children in the Primary Phase have been learning about saving energy.
This half term, they took part in an event called "Switch Off Fortnight".

The Eco Team, learned about what impact using too much electricity is
having on our planet. Children throughout the school have been thinking
of ways we can save energy and have made posters.

Our Year 6 children had to complete a fact finding mission, finding the
answers for questions such as "What is the National Grid?" and "What can
be used to store renewable energy?"

Some of the information they found out are:

"Burning fossil fuel for the production of electricity can cause massive
pollution that goes into the atmosphere." (Wassi Yr 6)

"Using ing less electricy helps us to conserve natural resources and keep
clean air." (Hussain Yr 6)

"Save electricity for less pollution and fewer greenhouse gases." (Isa) .

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3489/switch-off-fortnight-in-primary-phase


Y7 Christmas Cake Workshops

View this article on our Website…

For the past three weeks, some of our Year 7 students
have attended the after school Christmas Cake
Workshop.

At their last session on Monday, 9 December, they had
made and decorated some lovely cakes that they are
now taking home as gifts.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3481/y7-christmas-cake-workshops


Primary Phase Social Action Group

View this article on our Website…

The Primary Phase Social Action Group have had a busy term.

They collected up foods at harvest time to donate to families who really
need them. They then took part in the United Learning Student Leadership
Programme and learnt what it takes to be a good leader and to make
changes in our communities. Then towards the end of the term, they’ve
collected up ay massive 145 shoeboxes filled with food, toiletries and winter
clothes to donate to the Penny Appeal! These shoeboxes will be given out in
Manchester, Wakefield and London in the run up to Christmas.

Wait until you see what they’ve got planned next!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3485/primary-phase-social-action-group


Y9 Boys Football Celebrations

View this article on our Website…

The first half of the football season ended well for our
Year 9 Football Team, after they won 5 - 2 against
Barlow to progress to the next round of the Manchester
Plate Competition.

The team celebrated at their Christmas party in KFC
after the game last night!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3476/y9-boys-football-celebrations


GM Mounted Police Visit 7T

View this article on our Website…

During a recent school trip, students in 7T aided the
police in apprehending a suspected criminal who was on
the run through the town centre.

The students were in the right place, at the right time to
cause an obstruction, which led to the police catching
their suspect.

Huge congratulations to Amina and the rest of 7T for
their role in assisting the police. Their contribution did
not go unnoticed, with the mounted police personally
attending the school on Thursday, 5 December, to thank
Amina and the rest of the class for their efforts.

Well done 7T!

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3475/gm-mounted-police-visit-7t-crime-busters


Y2 Nativity Play

View this article on our Website…

Year 2 have been looking forward to performing It’s a
Baby! Christmas nativity this week.

The children have worked extremely hard rehearsing
their play all term and are extremely excited to perform
to parents/carers onWednesday and Thursday.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3484/y2-it%e2%80%99s-a-baby-christmas-nativity


U13s Manchester Schools Table Tennis

View this article on our Website…

WHGS entered the U13s Manchester Schools Singles Table Tennis Tournament at Our
Lady's High School on Wednesday.

There were over 40 boys from various schools competing - it was an extremely strong
competition. Our players were Ismael, Romain, Joshua, Mohammad, Jake and Nevin.
They acquitted themselves really well, with Mohammad reaching the quarter finals.

All the boys will be playing in the Manchester Schools Team Competition in January
2020.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3488/u13s-manchester-schools-table-tennis


Primary Phase Learn about Hanukkah

View this article on our Website…

This week the Primary Phase has been learning
about Hanukkah.

There was an assembly to teach the children all
about the story of Hanukkah and how Jewish
people celebrate this festival.

We are also running a menorah competition and
each class are making menorahs using different
materials.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3486/primary-phase-learn-about-hanukkah


Carol Singing at Russley Lodge

View this article on our Website…

On Thursday, 5 December, fifteen members of the Grace
Note Choir walked the short distance up the road to
Russley Lodge Residential Home to perform a selection
of Christmas songs for the local residents.

This was greatly appreciated by both staff and residents
who were singing and clapping along. Students spoke to
the local residents and lifted spirits by singing hits such
as 'Merry Christmas Everyone', 'All I want for Christmas
is You', 'Step in to Christmas' and many more.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3491/christmas-carols-at-russley-lodge


WHGS Christmas Concert

View this article on our Website…

Tuesday, 10 December was the night of the WHGS Christmas
Concert. Students from both the Primary Phase and Secondary
Phase entertained with renditions of many Christmas classics
and popular songs. A diverse range of ensembles on offer left all
of the performers and audience tapping their feet and leaving
with a spring in their step.

The WHGS Primary Choir opened the show singing Silent Night
and Last Christmas. This was their first ever concert! The Choir
was only formed in September with students from across Key
Stage 2, and they have been rehearsing after school every
Thursday. They also sang a Queen Medley, which they have
been learning for the Young Voices concert, which will be their
next event in January! (For Young Voices, they will be part of a
choir of over 6,000 other children from across the North West,
singing at the MEN Arena).

Another new group; the KS4/5 Vocal Ensemble also made a big
impact on the evening, but also old favourites such as the Steel
Band, Grace Notes Choir, Percussion and Ukulele Orchestra
made it a fantastic night of music making.

From the All Stars Cuban Band and their fantastic renditions of
‘Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, Jump in the Line, Rockin
Robin and Le Freak’ to a collaboration of all musicians and
vocalists singing ‘Merry Christmas Everyone’, with all students
up and dancing by the end - all acts really helped set the
Christmas celebratory mood.

All parties helped raise near to £100 for local charities.

Well done to all staff and students involved.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3492/whgs-christmas-concert


Carol Singing at RMCH

View this article on our Website…

The Grace Notes Choir were invited to perform at the Royal
Manchester Children's Hospital on Wednesday, 11
December, and the occasion did not disappoint, with even a
visit from Santa and some elves from the RAF.

Located by the main entrance, the Choir got to sing to all
patients in the main auditorium and on the balconies of the
wards, and many children, parents and carers came out to
listen to the choir and sing along to hits such as; 'Santa Claus
is coming to Town', 'Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas',
'O Holy Night' and many more.

They sang fantastically and represented to school excellently
in a beautifully decorated auditorium. Members of the local
community shared lovely comments.

Well done to all students involved.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3493/carol-singing-at-royal-manchester-childrens-hospital


Primary Phase Christmas Fair

View this article on our Website…

WHGS Primary Phase enjoyed their Christmas fair on
Thursday, 12 December.

We had a wonderful time at all of the stalls. There was
face painting, chocolate tombola, cake stall, tinsel pull
and you could even visit the special man himself...
Father Christmas!

Not only did we all have a great time, but we raised
money for our school.

Thank you to all who donated and attended our fair. We
greatly appreciate it.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3494/primary-phase-christmas-fair


Y11 Christmas Markets Visit

View this article on our Website…

As a reward for their continued hard work, a group Year
11s were invited on a trip to Manchester Christmas
Markets.

They celebrated with some hot chocolate and a good
look around the stalls!

After this they headed over to the National Football
Museum to take part in some interactive activities.

https://www.whgs-academy.org/news/latest-news/artmid/532/articleid/3495/y11-manchester-christmas-markets-trip



