A-Level Results Day 2020
I am writing to tell you about our A Level results this year. As you know,
the government has decided that students will receive their centre
assessed grades, which means that every student gets the grades that
they deserve. I am delighted for this year’s A Level cohort, who were a
delightful, hard-working and particularly able set of students.

We were pleased to see so many students on Results’ Day in person,
with social distancing in place. This meant that we could offer our
students advice and guidance and support about their futures. We are
delighted that most of our students have now gained places on good
courses at universities around the country, as you can see from our Sixth
Form tweets.
Over 20% of students are going on to Russell Group universities,
including one student going to Oxford University, and others going on to
study Medicine and Dentistry. We have a number of students who have
shown tremendous resilience in getting over personal setbacks and
barriers to get onto an excellent university course. Two students with
EHCPs are also off to university in September.
We are working closely with those students whose initial grades did not
get the university place that they had hoped for. We have contacted
their universities and the Sixth Form Team are available to support them.
Finally, we are also pleased that centre assessed grades will be used for
GCSE results this year. We hope that many of our Year 11 students will
want to stay on in our Sixth Form and our staff will be available to
provide all the necessary support on GCSE Results’ Day this Thursday.
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GCSE Results Day 2020
I am writing to tell you about our GCSE Level results this year. As you
know, the Government has decided that students will receive their
centre assessed grades, which means that every student gets the grades
that they deserve. I am delighted for this year’s GCSE cohort, who were
a superb year group.
We were pleased to see so many students on Results’ Day in person,
with social distancing in place. This meant that we could offer our
students advice and guidance and support about their futures. We are
delighted that so many of our students have chosen to take up places in
William Hulme’s Grammar School’s Sixth Form.
98% of our Year 11 pupils are staying in full-time education and 2% of
pupils have gained apprenticeships. Like at A Level, we have a number of
students who have shown tremendous resilience in getting over
personal setbacks and barriers to get onto an excellent A Level or
vocational course.
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Food & Nutrition Smoothie Maker
Competition Winner
A huge well done to Manas Prakash in Year 8 (now Year 9) for his
winning entry to the Smoothie Competition during the Summer holidays.
The Food and Nutrition Department want to thank everyone for their
entries. Manas your prize is ready to claim!
The smoothie is made of banana, strawberry, raspberry, orange,
blueberry, water and yoghurt. The decorations are whipped cream,
strawberry, blueberry, sprinkles and grated chocolate.

Manas Prakash (Year 9)
View this news article on the website…

WHGS Scoops Top Sporting Award
William Hulme’s Grammar School
(WHGS) is celebrating after achieving
the School Games Silver Mark Award for
the 2019/20 academic year. The School
Games Mark is a government-led award
scheme, facilitated by the Youth Sport
Trust, to reward schools for their
commitment to the development of
competition across their school and into
the local community.
WHGS was given this prestigious award
for its exceptional sporting offer which
includes an incredibly wide range of
sports. From football, netball and rugby
to badminton, skateboarding and yoga,
the school offers sporting activities to
meet every student’s abilities and
interests.

During the last academic year until Covid
19 there was a sport calendar brimming
with fixtures of competitions taking
place within school and against other
local schools.
Rachel Clayden, Subject Lead PE at
WHGS, said:

“We are delighted to have achieved this
award for the fourth year in a row. Sport
and physical activity is such a central
part of WHGS and it is fantastic that so
many students are actively involved in
our extracurricular clubs and teams. We
would not be able to offer students such
a wide range of high-quality sports
without our fantastic PE staff who are
out in all-weathers with our teams
giving them the very best training
possible. Our sporting offer is a key way
in which we deliver an Education with
Character. We constantly strive to give
our students an education with nurtures
team spirit, perseverance and the
confidence
to
always
challenge
themselves. Sport does exactly this and
more and it is wonderful to see the way
in which our students are developing
into
confident,
ambitious
and
determined young adults.”
“Whilst we are really buoyed to have
achieved the Silver Award again, our
sights are now firmly set on achieving
the coveted Gold Award next year and
we are working with Mr Mulholland to
achieve this!”
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Black History Month

Here is a snapshot of the many and varied wonderful activities and
events celebrating Black History Month at WHGS where everyone is
welcome, valued and cherished to be the best version of themselves.
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Anti-Racism Poster Competition
At WHGS we are committed to ensuring our pupils flourish academically
and socially. We support diversity and equality in all its forms.
We are a vibrant, dynamic and harmonious community and, as part of
Black History Month, we have highlighted the issue of race and racism.
Racism has no place in our school or wider society.
We asked our students to enter a competition to design an Anti-Racism
poster. There were so many great entries with powerful and uplifting
messages.

Please take a few moments to look some of the very best.
Well done one and all who entered the competition.
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World Mental Health Day 2020
On Friday 9 October, we celebrated World Mental Health Day in school by joining
in with the #helloyellow campaign.
Staff and students joined together to show that we all care about one another
and positive mental health by wearing an item of yellow clothing or a yellow
accessory.
So many people got involved and there was a really positive energy around
school. Our Heads of School in Sixth Form also produced a video about mental
health that all students watched during Form time and a House Competition
wordsearch and quiz saw Carla in Year 8 as the winner for Johnson House.
Mental Health is an extremely important topic and we all should know how we
can promote positive mental health in ourselves and others so it was fantastic to
be able to mark the day in such a colourful way!
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Dr Erinma Bell Visit
The House system is one of the most traditional aspects of William
Hulme's Grammar School. Pupils value their membership of a House
and are proud to compete for their House, both on the sports field and
in the academic world.
As 2020 has been a momentous year of change in many ways, we felt
that our House names no longer reflected our vibrant and diverse
school culture and, with that in mind, we made the decision to change
the them.
Our House Leaders were asked to research potential candidates who
were more relevant to our lives today, not that they had to be
contemporary, but had to reflect the qualities and values that we
aspire to. The whole school community, from Primary to Sixth Form,
voted and the new names for our Houses are Johnson (named after
Len Johnson, Boxer and Civil Rights Activist), Pankhurst (named after
Emmeline Pankhurst, Suffragette), Turing (named after Alan Turing,
OBE, Scientist) and Bell (named after Dr Erinma Bell, Peace Activist).
On Tuesday, 13 October 2020, we were delighted to welcome Dr
Erinma Bell to the school. Dr Bell met with students, toured the
school and delivered an assembly to the Sixth Form and Secondary
students.
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Film Club Student’s 5-Star Review
Many congratulations to WHGS Film Club member Ruqayyah in Year 8, who
wrote an amazing review of the animated film ‘Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron’
earlier this year. Her review was chosen by our partners at ‘Into Film’ as their
Review of the Week and was published on their website during lockdown.

Ruqayyah has been awarded a £10 Amazon gift card to spend on a film of her
choice for her thoughtful review of this lovely family adventure. Describing the
animation as ‘emotional and heart-warming’ and ‘full of imagination.’ Ruqayyah
recommends that Spirit is ‘one to watch with family and friends.’
You can read the full review on the Into Film website:
Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron – an emotional animation
Into Film is a charity that runs film-based educational programmes for children
and young people aged 5 to 19. They regularly provide resources and access to
events that allow our students to connect with cinema in a thoughtful, inspiring
and creative way. With the help of Into Film, we host our own Film Club at WHGS
that usually takes place after school in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC).
At the moment, Film Club only exists online, but fortunately there are lots of
resources being sent our way for students to use and a whole range of
competitions to take part in. The competitions are open to all students and not
just members of Film Club, so why not get involved… there are prizes to be won!
Visit the Into Film website to for more information about the charity and further
details of competitions and events, including Review of the Week:
www.intofilm.org/clubs/review-of-the-week
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Creative Art and Photography
Students have been creating fantastic structure
drawings inspired by Antonio Gaudi and insect nature
sketches. The Photography GCSE group have been
creating landscape edits and layering with their own
paintings.
Work featured in this article by Keven Varughese
(Y11) Inayah Qaiser (Y11), Iza Shaikh (Y9), Hooriya
Shaikh (Y9), Alice Henderson (Y8) and Fikayo Adiatu
(Y8).

View this news article on the website…

Recovery Curriculum in the Primary Phase
As we all returned to school, in the Primary Phase we knew how
important it was to recognise our experiences during lockdown
and then move forward to focus on our wellbeing and new
connections to teachers, other adults and children.
Year 6 released their worries through their worry monsters.
Year 5 thought of a worry buster for every letter of the alphabet.
Year 4 wrote about building relationships.
Year 2 designed Happiness buckets.

A Year 1 child thinking about how she can show that she cares.
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Learning from Home - Year 1
Year 1 have done some of their learning from
home this half-term. Even though they were at
home, they still made sure they were using all
of their learning powers to produce some
fantastic work.
Every day they did some phonics, handwriting,
English, maths and either science or
geography. The work carried on from where
we were in school, so we finished our
gingerbread man stories and work on ordering
numbers.
They were fantastic at being
creative with items from around the house,
like pasta, pens and toys, to help them with
their maths learning.
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Year 6 Forest School
This half term, Year 6 have been exploring the great outdoors. Every
Tuesday, Year 6 have taken part in Forest School, developing their den
building skills, a deeper understanding of nature and had practical, hands
on experiences of fire building and fire safety.
Year 6 have had an amazing 6 weeks developing their confidence, selfesteem, resilience and communication skills.
Alongside completing Forest School on site, Year 6 attended Adlington
Forest to continue their learning and emerge themselves in the great
outdoors even further. The children skillfully used knives to whittle
wood into camping pegs, toasted delicious marshmallows on a roaring
fire, learnt how to safely climb trees, made hilarious mud faces on trees
and had a blast in the outdoor rope course. The children all returned
very muddy but with huge smiles on their faces. Here is what some of
the Year 6 pupils had to say:
“I love Forest school! It is a place to be carefree and have lots of fun.”
Zunaira
“I really enjoy being outdoors and learning in the fresh air. The views are
breath taking too!” Sohaib
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Resourced Provision Round Up
On Friday, 4 September, the Resourced
Provision (RP) staff and pupils were reunited.
The RP looks a little different with social
distancing in place, but everything else feels
as though we’ve never been away! The RP
staff have been extremely impressed with the
positive, hardworking attitude of all RP pupils
since coming back to school.
Social Distanced Golden Time!
Who says we still can’t have fun whilst social
distancing? Thanks to Mr Aidan’s vintage
Nintendo Classic Mini and RP’s very own
Nintendo Switch, we have still been enjoying
Golden Time, whilst following social
distancing measures. Once a week, RP Room
1 enjoy Golden Time as a reward for their
great behaviour. The boys are being extra
careful making sure their chairs are far apart,
using plenty of hand sanitiser and cleaning
the controllers before and after gaming.

Getting Our Steps Up!
In the last week of half term, Miss Rhead
thought it would be an idea to get our steps
up during PE. Staff and the Year 8s walked at
least 1km on the field, and some of us walked
2.5km!
We spotted lots of mushrooms along the
way! We think this may be our new favourite
way to get active in PE.
Our New Twitter Page
We have officially joined social media!
Please follow us on twitter for updates on RP
daily life, trips and news.
Our Twitter name is: @RpWhgs

Table tennis is still used in Room 2!
Hello Yellow!
Staff and Students across the school spread
Mental Health awareness on Friday 9
October, by wearing something yellow. RP
staff and some RP students joined in - we saw
yellow trousers, socks, shirts and jumpers.
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Harvest, Autumn and Halloween in
Primary Phase
The Primary Phase have been busy celebrating
Harvest, Autumn and Halloween.
We could not celebrate in the normal way, ie.
assemblies and an activity day due to Covid, so Mrs
Fletcher Orr, who is our RE Co-ordinator, created a
Sway for the whole school to access.
The children have been doing a wealth of activities
such as: leaf collecting, leaf painting, writing poems
about being thankful and about Autumn and
dancing to Harvest Sambas and learning Autumn
songs. Nursery have also celebrated Halloween and
a few of them did a reverse trick or treat on Mrs
Heaton and Mr Worrall! They dressed up and gave
them a treat.
We have also collected donations for a local food
bank called Bridging the Gap and Early Years did
particularly well in sending in tins and cleaning
products.
Happy Harvest everyone and have a safe and restful
half term.
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Photography News
Year 11 have finished their Joiner Photography this half
term.
Images accompanying this article are by Mohsin, Rajvinder
and Niomi. They are created using a collage on Photoshop,
using thier own images taken of the school.
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Music Department News
The Music Department are looking forward
to the return of extra-curricular music
making after the half term break. It will be
in the form of 'Music Maestros' - an after
school club in Year Group bubbles from
Monday-Thursday.
It's great to see Steel Band, with its Musical
Director, Lucy Mansell, back up and running
with a newly formed Year 7 and Year 5
band.
Watch this space for virtual / online
performances near Christmas time, where
you will get to cast your vote over which
song you want the Music Department to
perform.
If you would like to be involved or take up
music lessons, please contact Mrs Goodier
or Mrs Martin.
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Remembrance Day Commemorations
The school took time to pay tribute to the fallen on Remembrance Day (Wednesday, 11
November 2020).
In honour of Remembrance Day last week, pupils in the Primary Phase were encouraged to be
creative at home and create a Remembrance pebble, or Remembrance artwork.
Everyone was extremely resourceful, as you can see from all the amazing art that was produced.
What a lovely way to pay tribute to all the soldiers who have lost their live since World War 1!
In the Secondary Phase, there were virtual Remembrance Assemblies and Mrs Goodier (Head of
Music) played The Last Post, which was followed by a 2 minutes silence.
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Seeing Red Day

On Friday 13 November, our Secondary Phase students took
part in the ‘Seeing Red’ Day organised by the Wellbeing Team.

Staff and students wore an item of red to raise awareness of
anger management. Earlier in the day there was an assembly by
Ms Leather, our PSHE Lead, explaining about anger; what can
contribute towards it and some techniques in how to manage
it.
At lunch, volunteers from each Year Group led a ‘Seeing Red
Guess Who’ activity, in which students had to name the angry
characters and celebrities. There was also an opportunity for
Pupil Voice discussions about anger with Ms Butt from the
Wellbeing Team.
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Design a Christmas Card Competition
Primary Phase Winners
Students at William Hulme's Grammar
School have been busy creating amazing
designs for the WHGS Christmas Card
Competition 2020. We had brilliant entries
from both Primary and Secondary
students this year. A massive "thank you"
to everyone that submitted their amazing
artwork!
Winners were selected from both Primary
and Secondary Phases, and we are happy
to announce there are three winners from
each:
Primary
1st Samia I in 5K
2nd Anya S in 3A
3rd Ayra in 5K
Secondary
1st Rolina 7X2
2nd Alice 8Y1
3rd Mishaal 7X2
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Sixth Form Maths Inspiration Day
Our Sixth Form students recently took part
in a Maths Inspiration Day.
Maths Inspiration is a national programme
of interactive maths lecture shows for
teenagers. We gave our Sixth Formers a
chance to experience the UK's most inspiring
maths speakers presenting mathematics, live
in the context of exciting, real-world
applications.
As part of the event, we had the chance to
hear from a range of different speakers who
had used maths along their career paths.
We played some statistical games with the
hosts, during which we were given the
opportunity to analyse different strategies
using a range of mathematical methods and
involving computer programming to find
solutions more quickly.
David Stevens, the CEO of Admiral Car
Insurance made a guest appearance and
talked to our students about the range of
mathematical
factors
taken
into
consideration when deciding insurance
quotes, as well as taking questions and
answers from the live audience.

In another application of mathematics, we
looked at mathematical modelling behind
the testing system for Covid-19. Brought to
us by a resident of Manchester Royal
Infirmary, they showed us how maths had
sped up the process to ensure test results
were given reliably and quickly. We also
looked at examples of data and had to give
our hypothesis about whether a test would
be regarded as positive or negative.
All in all, as well as being an enjoyable
afternoon, the speakers were well received
by our students and, as the day came to a
close, you could hear conversations from the
students about how their eyes had been
opened to the exciting career choices
mathematics had to offer.

"The section on positive and negative Covid
tests was really interesting and showed how
maths was used to show these results. I also
enjoyed the speech from the CEO of Admiral
Car Insurance; I found it really interesting
how many factors they had to consider when
deciding insurance policies." Luqman Ali
"The business side of maths was really
interesting it inspired me to pursue a career
in maths and continue my maths journey."
Livingston Pathmanathan

Students Quotes:
"It is interesting to see Maths applied to so
many real-life situations." Adeola Adeniji
"It showed how maths was used in everyday
life." Faseeha Nadeem
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Resourced Provision Christmas Day

As we cannot go on our end of term trip this year, we celebrated
the first day of December with our own event, 'RP Christmas Day,'
in the Resourced Provision.

The boys in Room 1 enjoyed making decorations, putting up the
tree, playing board games/Nintendo switch and watching a
Christmas film; whilst the boys in Room 2 had a full day FIFA
tournament on the XBOX.
Both Rooms enjoyed lots of snacks, pizza and cake!
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Y5 Meet Mr Afzal Khan, MP
Year 5 were privileged to meet Manchester Gorton MP, Mr Afzal Khan this half-term.
We excitedly bombarded him with questions about his job, his life, and his interests. He was extremely generous with his time and we
learned so many fascinating things about him.

We were lucky enough to discuss current issues with the very honest and forthcoming MP. He shared his views on how vulnerable adults and
children need to be kept safe online, which acted as a 'hook' for children to write persuasive letters addressed to The House of Commons,
imploring them to enforce laws on companies to carry out their duty of care towards users. He shared his thoughts on how climate change is
a global issue which must be addressed. He advised the children on how they could become successful learners, contribute to society, and
make our world a better place to live in.
The children were astounded when he told us about the different famous people he has met. The children were thrilled with their meeting
with Mr Afzal Khan; they created and emailed a word cloud to Mr Afzal Khan to show what they thought about him.
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Year 4 Forest School

This half term, Year 4 have had a fantastic time
at Forest School.

All the children really enjoyed their trip to the
forest, where they got extremely muddy! They
enjoyed climbing trees and going down the mud
slide.
Over the past few weeks, they have continued
to improve their forest skills at school. They
have learnt how to make a fire, whittle with a
knife and use bow saws. They have also become
excellent den builders.
Year 4 have shown a real love of the outdoors
and they have demonstrated a fantastic growth
mindset to have a go at all the different
activities!
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Alan Gibbons Virtual Author Session
In recognition of Anti-Bullying Week
(Monday 16 - Friday 20 November), we
were invited by our colleagues at
Manchester Libraries to participate in an
author event via Zoom, with local writer
Alan Gibbons.
Alan very kindly paid WHGS a ‘virtual visit’
on Thursday 19 November. Three Year 8
classes were selected to take part in this
unique experience and our students were
delighted as Alan ‘zoomed’ into their
English lessons for an interactive
presentation.
The talk began with an overview of Alan’s
childhood and later life, including his
transition from teaching to writing. He then
went on to discuss the inspiration for his
books, focusing on such titles as Shadow of
the Minotaur, An Act of Love and Home
Ground that demonstrate his fascination
with people, society and culture.
Of
particular significance in relation to AntiBullying Week was an exploration of Alan’s
book Hate.
Hate was based on an account of the

callous taunting and brutal murder of 20year-old Sophie Lancaster, purely because
of the way she dressed. Sophie and her
boyfriend, Robert, were attacked by a group
of teenage boys as they walked through the
park and Sophie subsequently died from
severe head injuries. Hate is a fictionalised
version of this tragic incident and tells the
story of Eve, who meets and befriends
Antony, 6 months after her sister Rosie was
subject to a vicious and fatal attack. When
she discovers that Antony was there the
night Rosie died and witnessed the event
but did nothing to help, Eve struggles to
come to terms with his actions.
As the presentation drew to a close, our
students were really inspired and eager to
hear more. After the session, everyone
agreed that Alan’s warm, friendly and funny
manner made the event accessible and
allowed us to understand and relate to the
subject matter, which in turn lead to some
insightful questions from our young people
around the topics of bullying in schools,
getting into creative writing and the
opportunities involved in becoming an
author.

Feedback from Year 8 was extremely
positive and confirmed that the session was
‘very interesting’ and ‘Alan was really
funny’, with Fatma telling us: "I want to be
an author when I'm older and it was good
to hear his [Alan's] opinions on books and
how he came to be a writer. I was really
happy to have that experience."
A huge thank you to Alan for taking the
time to speak to us and, of course, to
Manchester Libraries for organising the
session and inviting us to participate.
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Primary Phase Growth Mindset
This half term in the Primary Phase, we have been delving deeper into
our Growth Mindset learning powers.
Each week, we have focused in on one specific learning power and
explored how we use it. Take a look at some of the examples of our
children using their learning powers to achieve great things.
Year 6 have been curious learners and have researched the famous
scientist, Edward Jenner.
Year 5 have shown great concentration skills when learning about the
events that led to the Normans coming into power. They broke down
their events into key dates and times.
3A enjoyed their ‘art gallery’ afternoon! They looked at each other’s
work and wrote about what they liked. Everyone was proud that they
had used their “have a go” learning powers to complete their task!

2H have been using their imagination to act out and explore new
vocabulary!
Y1 have been doing lots of Read Write Inc phonics! Their reading keeps
improving!
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Staff Raise Money for Movember
Following a month of moustache-growing and charity-raising, the
William Hulme's Staff Team raised a very impressive £2615 for
Movember.

Movember is a charity, making a difference in mental health and suicide
prevention, prostate cancer and testicular cancer, and stopping men
dying early.
Mr Howarth led the way in raising the £330 by running, walking and
cycling 407km!

Mr Lindley ran the furthest, running 144km.
Miss Casimir and Miss Hewitt both ran over 80km and both raised over
£200, along with Mr Richardson and Mrs Likissa.
All the staff had a fantastic time and are looking forward to the next
charity challenge!
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Y11 Sixth Form Taster Day

On Friday 4 December, a group of our Year 11 students were invited to
take part in an A-Level Taster Day in our Sixth Form Centre.
The Taster Day was a great opportunity for students to find out what it
will be like studying A-Levels next year, and also to experience life as a
Sixth Form student here at William Hulme’s.
The feedback was very positive, with many saying the day helped them
finalise their A-Level choices. In fact, the only complaint we had was that
the day was too short!

We are glad the day was such a positive experience and we hope that
our Year 11 students choose to stay here!
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Y7 Bikeability

Over 80 students from Year 7 took part in a week-long Bikeabilty Level 1 and 2 courses at WHGS. Cycling confidently on the road is a life-long
skill that can be instilled at a young age, encouraging a healthy lifestyle, boosting confidence and developing independence.
Bikeability supports this, by teaching the necessary skills to ride confidently on today's roads.
The Year 7 students had a fantastic week, led by the very enthusiastic Bikeability instructors - in some very inclement weather - but, as well as
the safety aspect of the course, cycling is fun and great exercise and the Year 7's certainly had great fun - and were a credit to WHGS.
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Primary Phase Chocolate Tombola
This year, the Primary Phase could not have their usual Christmas Fair.
Usually, the chocolate tombola queue stretches across the Primary Hall
from the beginning of the Fair to the very end! We could not let the
children down, so we made some tweaks to allow some chocolate fun.
The Primary Phase had a non-uniform day, where all the children had to
bring in an item of chocolate for the privilege of wearing their own
clothes. We then sold raffle tickets to the children for a chance to win an
item of chocolate.
On the day of the raffle draw, the children entered the school to see the
corridors filled with chocolate! If their number was called, through our
virtual raffle, the child had to run into the corridor and grab the item of
chocolate that they wanted! As you can see, this was great fun and we
managed to raise £608.
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Christmas Jumper/Wellbeing Day
On Friday 11 December, WHGS Secondary Phase took part in
a Christmas/winter Jumper themed day to promote self-care.
Throughout the week various classes took part in a PSHE
lesson, focused on learning about self-care and its
importance, and looking at self-care activities they can
implement into their lives.
On the Wellbeing day itself, the students voted for the area
of self-care they thought to be most important, as part of the
Smart School Council. This information will be used to focus
on activities, information and support for students in the
future.
At break and lunchtime, some of the students took part in an
activity where they wrote positive messages on a bauble to
go on to the 'Positivitree'.
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Foodbank Collection
Every term, our House Leaders nominate which charities we will support
as a school and on the run up to Christmas, we knew that our local
foodbank, Manchester South Central Foodbank, run by the Trussell Trust,
was the right choice.
Across the week 7th-11th December, our pupils were asked to bring in
food and clothing items for struggling families and old people isolated
because of the pandemic and we were overwhelmed by the response:
we collected 406kg of food that equates to around 968 meals.
A massive thank-you to the members of our school community who
donated so generously and also Jo Warmington and her volunteers at
the foodbank, without whom this vital work would not be possible.
Heroes all. Merry Christmas and all the very best for 2021!
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Y11 Gateways
On Tuesday 15 December, a group of Year 11 students participated in
“The Skills for Success” (Gateways Programme) online (via Microsoft
Teams). The group participated in various activities with multiple
schools.
The “Skills for Success” day focused on improving learners’ awareness of
University life and the learning styles, through the completion of a group
research enquiry into topical issues. The students were able to ask
questions and developed good communication and group-work skills,
learning from each other’s experience.
The students worked in pairs and completed worksheets sent by the
University of Manchester. Students were set questions on many topics.
These included:
•
•
•
•
•

Aspirations
Teaching and Learning
Careers
University Accommodation
Sports and Leisure

Reflection was undertaken at each stage of the process; from working as
a group, to evaluating the resources. The aim of the day was to develop
reflective students who are aware of the process required to complete a
task and able to identify areas for improvement in all University life.
The students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, commenting, “I really
enjoyed the experience. I am sure that the knowledge and skills I have
learnt and developed will help me with my GCSEs, as well as at College,
and hopefully at University too”.
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Y10 Food & Nutrition Festive Bakes
Year 10 Food and Nutrition students created a variety of
festive cupcakes in class this week.

They were asked to research decorative techniques and
create their own designs.
They all did a fantastic job and the cupcakes looked very
professional!
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Virtual Christmas Concert
While a Music Concert could not take place in the Great Hall this year,
we were still keen to celebrate the success of all pupils and spread some
festive cheer.

From Monday 14 December to Thursday 17 December, musical pieces
will be available to watch on the website and on other social media
platforms.
This series of mini events, accumulating in a virtual Christmas Concert,
features the All-Stars Cuban Band, Year 10 Vocalists and Soloists, and
songs from our Primary Phase children. Everyone can access the
programme of wonderful musicians and pieces. We would like to also
take this opportunity to wish everyone well at the Henshaw's Society, we
are looking forward to providing entertainment in the not-too-distant
future.
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Music Exam Success
We would like to congratulate the following students for completing and
passing their musical exams this term.
•
•
•
•

Dominic for his Grade 7 Piano exam
Harry for his Grade 5 Violin exam
Alex for her Grade 5 Violin exam
Chandan for his Grade 2 Piano exam

All their dedication and practice to their studies has paid off and we are
extremely proud of them all.
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BookBuzz at WHGS
We’re extremely delighted that the Bookbuzz books our Year 7
students have been so eagerly waiting arrived at WHGS, just in time
for the Christmas holidays!
Bookbuzz is our annual reading programme for Year 7 that is
launched during the Autumn Term and presents an opportunity for
students to receive a free book as a welcome gift from the Learning
Resource Centre.

And after a short wait, the books are here! We’ve been giving them
out during library lessons over the past two weeks and many
students have already received a copy of their chosen title and taken
it home to share with parents and carers. If students have been
absent from their recent library lesson due to a period of selfisolation or because they were participating in the Bikeability
scheme, they will be presented with their Bookbuzz book as soon as
we return after the Christmas break.

Delivered by WHGS, in conjunction with our partners at BookTrust,
the scheme aims to help schools inspire a love of reading in 11 to
13-year-olds. Participating schools give their students the chance to
choose their own book to take home and keep from a list of 17
titles. The books are all carefully selected to ensure quality,
suitability and inclusivity. Most importantly, they represent a diverse
range of fiction and non-fiction titles that encourage reading for
pleasure.

Quite a few of our Year 7 students struggled to decide upon just one
title this year and were pleased to learn that they can borrow all of
the Bookbuzz titles from the LRC.

Students began selecting their books in November during their
library lessons. They watched a short film produced by BookTrust
which introduced the titles on the list and explained the scheme in
greater detail. In previous years we have shared library copies of
each title around the room to allow students to see the books and
read the blurbs, giving them a better idea of what they would
receive when their own copies arrive. This year, due to Covid-19
restrictions, although we were unable to share the books in quite
the same way, we still wanted to ensure that students had plenty of
information and gave each member of Year 7 their own Bookbuzz
pack to accompany the BookTrust film.

Any books requested during the Christmas holidays will be made
available for students when we return in January. We will also run a
Bookbuzz book review House competition in the Spring Term.

The full list of 17 Bookbuzz titles can be viewed and reserved on our
online library system Accessit by clicking on the link below:
Bookbuzz Titles for 2020
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