
Y12 Cambridge University Visit

Four of our Year 12 students, who are part of the 
HE+ programme, visited Cambridge University on 
Wednesday, 23 and Thursday, 24 March.

They were welcomed by Murray Edwards College, 
our Manchester link college.

They had the opportunity to stay in college overnight 
and to attend some subject masterclasses.  They also 
received information about applying to Cambridge 
University.  

On Thursday, we were able to visit Christ’s College, 
which is one of the older Cambridge colleges.  The 
students and I had time to explore Cambridge city 
and also visited Corpus Christi College.

Mrs V M Lees  
Registrar
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Message from the Principal -
Mr P Mulholland

“I hope that all our students 
have all had a good Easter 
break and have returned to 
school feeling refreshed.  

This is a very important term for the school, 
as we prepare our students for tests and 
examinations.  We will also be reinforcing our 
high standards and expectations of all students. 

I will be writing separately to parents/carers to 
update everyone about the ongoing expansion 
of the school and our planning for the future.  
There will then be a Parent Forum to discuss all 
of these issues later this term.”

Fundraising Achievement

Well done to all students who participated in 
Team Fundraising for Henshaws.  We raised a 
fantastic £183.63.  

This money means that Henshaws can continue 
providing life-changing support for people 
living with sight loss and other disabilities.

Well done everyone!
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Internal Exams

Year 7 - Year 10 will be run from Monday, 16 May – Friday, 27 May 2016  
The internal exams provide an essential opportunity for students to familiarise themselves with the 
format and content of the external exams.   Students who have access arrangements (eg. extra time, 
use of a laptop, etc) will have the same arrangement in these internal exams. 

There will also be additional tests in Maths for Year 7 and Year 8 as follows:

Time Venue Year Paper Duration
Monday, 6 June 2016 (Week 2)

8.45am
Main Hall Year 7

Non Calculator 1 hour (15mins extra time)
PAC2 7MA1

11.05am
Main Hall Year 8

PAC2 8MA1
Tuesday, 7 June 2016 (Week 2)

8.45am
Main Hall Year 7

Calculator
1 hour (15mins extra time)

PAC2 7MA1

11.05am
Main Hall Year 8

PAC2 8MA1
Personalised exam timetables to follow early May.

External Exam News!
Please have a look at the exam pages on the WHGS 
website, where you will find useful information 
for both pupils and parents/carers. The guidance 
notes are particularly helpful, with information of 
procedures such as what you should do if your 
child is ill on the day of an exam.  There is a very 
helpful checklist in the guidance notes with do’s 
and don’ts and advice about what pupils should 
bring with them and what can and cannot be 
taken into the exam hall.

Also on the website you are now able to view the 
timetable for the Summer 2016 exams and there 
are full details of post results enquiries services 
(re-marks, returned scripts etc) as well as links to 
all the Examination Boards we use. 

Students have received their final exam timetable 
with seat number and exam room details.  It is 
very important that this is checked carefully: 

•	 their name and date of birth (these are the 
details that will appear on their certificate)

•	 the exams they have been entered for - are 
they correct?  Are there any missing?

•	 exam clashes – please return the reply slip to 
the Exams staff in the Back Office

Useful Dates for Your Diary

Summer Exams commence on Monday 16th May 
and end on Tuesday, 28 June 2016.

Result Days:

•	 AS/A2  Thursday, 18 August 2016
•	 GCSE Thursday, 25 August 2016

If you have any queries regarding exams please do 
not hesitate to contact me.

Miss A McNicholas
Examinations Officer

anne.mcnicholas@whgs-academy.org 
0161 232 5523



Food Technology

Hercules Cakes

Cakes were made by Year 10 Home Cooking Skills BTEC 
students for the school’s production of Hercules and were 
decorated by some of the students from 8B2.

They went down a treat at the shows!
Mrs E Cowell

Food Technology HLTA

Sixth Form Food Technology Trips

The Sixth Form A-Level Food Technology students 
went on two trips last term to Martins Bakery in 
Newton Heath (Tuesday, 15 March) and McVitie’s 
factory in Stockport (Wednesday, 16 March). 

The aim of the trips was to look at product 
development, costing, manufacture, packaging, 
marketing, stock control and health & safety. 

We had a tour around both factories and saw them 
making Eccles Cakes by hand and the new online 
cookie delivery business at Martins Bakery. 

On a much larger scale at McVitie’s, we went into 
the Jaffa Cake ‘Arena’ where they make 2000 
Jaffa Cakes per minute on a continuous 24 hour 
production line!  We got to sample the freshest 
Jaffa Cakes straight off the production line! 

We also learnt how McVitie’s are relaunching the Trio 
bar and the processes they have been going through in 
order to make this a success.

At both factories we had to wear protective clothing, 
hair nets and special shoes to be able to go onto the 
factory floor. 

The students had a great time at both factories and 
came back with plenty of examples they will be able to quote in their exams; we also came back with 
lots of Eccles Cakes from Martins and packs of biscuits and Jaffa Cakes from McVitie’s.

Mrs E Cowell
Food Technology HLTA



Design Technology in Year 3

Lots of thinking, planning, evaluating and redesigning went into our DT projects last term.  To understand 
more about the Vikings and how they travelled, we 
made our own models of Viking long ships.  We 
thought carefully about incorporating recycling 
into the design and we came up with the idea of 
using plastic milk bottles as the base of our ship 
shape! 

Year 3 parents came to help the class with this 
project and we had a fabulous morning cutting out 
the shape from plastic 
bottles and beginning 
the tricky part of making 
the plastic bottle look 
like wood.

Mrs T Shah 
Year 3 Teacher
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National Opera Tour Comes to Manchester

On Tuesday, 1 March, students were given the chance to enjoy 

opera in their very own school. 

We hosted a performance by the English Pocket Opera 

Company as part of an exciting national tour which has just 

been launched with United Learning.

 

Students were treated to a performance of ‘Opera Blocks’; 

an engaging, interactive show designed to break down the 

building blocks of opera.  Students were introduced to the 

three basic ingredients of opera – action, words and music 

– and were taught the more technical side of the music, for 

example the use of libretto, arias and choruses.

A really fun and enjoyable afternoon was had by all.  Year 7 

and Gifted, Talented and Deserving musicians really embraced 

all elements of the workshop by singing and taking lead roles 

within the final production.  Even staff, including Mr Hughes 

and Mrs Lloyd Williams starred in their very own drama to the 

delight of the Year 7 group.   

When asked what they enjoyed about the assembly, Year 7 

students said: 

‘EPOC involved the audience which was really fun’, ‘The singing 

was amazing’, ‘Choosing our own story/ plot was enjoyable’, 

‘great acting and humour was created and I laughed a lot at 

the funny sections’.

Mrs G J Goodier

Head of Music
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National Careers Week (7-11 March 2016)

In order to launch National Careers Week, we hosted 
an ‘Inspiring Women Careers Event’, organised by One 
Education.

Naomi Timperley launched the event by telling all the young 
ladies to get up in a morning, stand up straight and say “I am 
Superwoman, I can do anything”! Naomi is a Dragon’s Den 
survivor and is recognised as one of Britain’s most successful 
business leaders. She is very keen to actively support the next 
generation of entrepreneurs. She stressed that anything is 
attainable with determination and perseverance.  William 
Hulme’s certainly has a good record of being the starting 
ground for many successful entrepreneurs, there is no reason 
that you cannot follow in their footsteps.

The opening speech was followed by four workshops. 
Leadership and Management was presented by a Senior 
Manager from a construction company. She introduced the 
concept of the Change Curve and explored examples of the 
differences between management and leadership.

Emma Fernando from Brown Bag Films spoke about 
unconventional routes into animation and the media as well 
as the challenges of management.

Jane Brown is an Educational Psychologist who spoke about 
what it means to be emotionally resilient and why emotional 
resilience is important. A series of activities focussed on 
promoting emotional resilience that could enhance feelings 
of success and positive wellbeing.

The Careers Speed Dating activity provided the opportunity 
to talk to a variety of people from different professions about 
their career and how they got there.

The students all benefitted from the experience and gained 
a lot of ideas about their possible futures.

Many thanks to One Education and the delegates for 
providing this great opportunity for our students. 

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers



Careers
Skills North West

On Tuesday, 8 March, a group of Year 10 students visited the Skills North 
West event at Event City. This very popular event gives students the 
chance to think about their futures by talking to employers, colleges and 
training providers.  Many of the major employers were there, including 
BT, the NHS, the Army and Royal Air Force. 

One of the growth areas being promoted by the Government is 
Apprenticeships.  The great advantage of an Apprenticeship is that you 
are paid as you learn with the company.  A huge 
range of employers offer Apprenticeships in a 
variety of sectors; from the Craft Apprenticeships 
to Higher Apprenticeships with firms such as 
BAE and accountancy companies.

It was interesting to see the number of stands 
promoting jobs within the Media.  ITV had 
a large stand promoting the range of jobs 
available in the sector.  They stressed that it 
was personality and enthusiasm that they were 
looking for.  Experience was often gained by 
voluntary work within the sector.  

Kaplan offer Accountancy and Financial Services 
Apprenticeships, alongside the chance of up 
to six weeks of work experience through the 
Internship Programme.  Many Apprenticeship 
programmes can lead on to Professional 
Qualifications and Degrees.

We are lucky that there is a large job market in 
the Greater Manchester area.  All the employers 
are looking for reliable, enthusiastic workers 
who are prepared to show the initiative to be 
successful. 

Make sure you have a good look around and 
prepare for an exciting future!
 

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers
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Year 10 Work Experience 
(14-18 March 2016)

‘The best of times and the worst of times’

It is always a challenge to organise work 
experience for a whole year group. We try to 
encourage students to find 
their own placements but 
this inevitably calls for a great 
amount of paperwork and 
Health and Safety checks. 
One Education helped with 
these and also manages the 
process, as well as providing 
placements for students that 
are unable to find somewhere to work.

The simple aim is to help the students experience 
a week of genuine work. It does not have to be 
associated with future careers, 
but it does help develop the 
skills that are so essential in 
the work place. Punctuality, 
initiative, determination, 
problem solving and getting 
on with other people are all 
vital if a successful career is to 
be followed.

A big thank you is due to all the staff who have 
been out of school to visit the work places. 
Pharmacies, Primary Schools and Charity Shops 
are always popular.  One student managed to 

arrange a week in Hong Kong and other students 
with relatives out of the area. I enjoyed many visits, 
including two students who gave me the full tour 
of Hulme Garden Centre to offices in Manchester, 
where one student was designing a block of 
flats! Many work places are careful to organise 
specific tasks for the students and we will all have 

to read Explode magazine 
(xplodemag.co.uk) to see 
what four of our girls have 
been writing about. Several 
employers commented that it 
was difficult to tell the work 
experience students from the 
regular staff!

Congratulations to all of Year 10 on completing a 
successful work experience week and developing 
some skills that they can put to good use in 
the future.  If you approach a challenge with 

determination, enthusiasm 
and a smile on your face you 
can be very successful.  It is 
not easy to be the youngest 
person in a place full of 
strangers.  Our students cope 
with the situation because 
they develop their personal 
skills by being punctual, polite, 

and responsible and are able to take the initiative 
when they have the opportunity.

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers

Sign2Sing

Congratulations to the 
Primary Phase who 
took part in Sign2Sing and raised £124.84.

The money raised will help SignHealth to give 
deaf children and adults a brighter and healthier 
future in the UK and in Uganda.

Well done to those who took part.

Show Racism the Red Card

Congratulations to Primary Phase students Victor, 
Kasim, Amina, Saarah, Saimah, Emell and Max for 
their amazing cake sale on Friday, 26 February.  
They raised £217.95 for Show Racism the Red 
Card.

Show Racism the Red Card were impressed with 
their efforts by tweeting a thank you on their 
Twitter feed (@SRTRC_England).
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Wendy Hallett, MBE

Through the Speakers for Schools 
Organisation, Wendy Hallett came 
up from her Head Office in London 
to speak to our Year 13 students. 

Wendy founded Hallett Retail Services in 1999, 
creating the opportunity for brands to be marketed 
in large Department stores such as Debenhams 
and House of Fraser. This brought the mix of 
jewellery, accessories and fashion all together 
under one roof. The business has now developed 
an e-commerce sector called efulfilment. The 
business has a warehouse in Manchester and 
now has a multi-million pound turnover.

Wendy spoke about her journey through life and 
how she has made the most of any opportunity that 
has come her way. She stressed the importance of 
any sort of work experience in developing skills 
and ideas that can be used in the future. 

After University there are many excellent Graduate 
Training Schemes that aim to fast track graduates 
into management positions. Wendy trained on 
one of these and ran the Oxford Circle Topshop 
and became an area manager by the time she 

was thirty. Two main lessons she 
learnt were that people are the key 
to success and if you have a setback, 
learn from it and be sure to carry on.

It is a massive challenge to set up 
your own business but it is amazing, 

rewarding and gives you the freedom to work 
how, when and where you want.

By getting work experience you can make the 
most of every opportunity and build up a strong 
network of contacts that may be useful in the 
future.

Her final message was to be courageous, be 
passionate and live life to the full.

A question and answer session followed and 
some students took the initiative to come and 
speak to Wendy personally.

Many thanks to Wendy for giving up her time to 
encourage our sixth formers and to try to give them 
the confidence to build a future, be successful and 
be proud of their achievements. 

Mr H N Veevers
Director of Careers

WHGS Supporting Unicef

Congratulations to the school for raising a whopping 
£2,346.55 for Unicef’s vital work for children.

Unicef works in over 190 countries protecting children from dangers such as violence, disease, hunger, 
war and disasters.  They make sure more of the world’s children are fed, vaccinated, educated and 
protected than any other organisation.

Very well done to all who participated in activities that raised this amazing amount for a very worthwhile 
cause.
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World Book Day at WHGS

Students and  staff  from  across  the  school celebrated 
World Book Day on Thursday, 3 March, by taking  
part in a host of activities and competitions,  
in order to promote literacy and reading.  

Pupils from the Primary Phase wore their pyjamas and onesies to 
school, ready for a bedtime story, whilst  Secondary Phase students 
took part in an inter-form World Book Day Challenge and a  
Dickensian Murder Mystery Trail in honour of the theme of the day; 
19th Century Literature.

Staff threw themselves wholeheartedly into the spirit of World 
Book Day, donning fancy dress and arranging special events within 
departments to mark the occasion.  

Students were invited to a Mad Hatter’s Tea Party in Food Technology, 
where they made elaborate sandwiches and baked crazy cakes; 
they created their own Victorian Villains in English, using extracts 
from 19th    Century texts to identify key character features, and 
conveyed expression through the use of masks in Drama.  Mood, 
personality and creativity in the novels of Lewis Carroll and Charles 
Dickens were explored in Art and Music.  In Science, students 
considered the scientific, futuristic themes found throughout the 
novels of Jules Verne.  Maths embarked on a statistical analysis of 
the differences between 19th Century and contemporary literature 
and in Geography, inspired by Treasure Island, map skills were put 
to the test in an attempt to find buried treasure.

Sincere thanks to those staff who arranged a departmental event 
and to all students who took part in the activities.  It really was a 
fantastic day, enjoyed by everyone right across school. 

Many congratulations to the following competition winners: 

•	 World Book Day Inter-form Challenge: Elizabeth Bada, 
Aiman Hussain, Fudia Kamara and Hannan Salim (all 8SWO)

•	 Murder Mystery Trail: Kasim Rehman (9H)
•	 Fancy Dress Challenge: Junayd Saied (10H) and Tanaka 

Taderera (8CMB)

Miss C L Daly
LRC Manager / Librarian
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Join us in the LRC
Thursday, 28 April 2016

3.15pm

We are reading ‘Sweet Caress: The Many 
Lives of Amory Clay’ by William Boyd

Staff and Sixth Form

Spooky Stories

Following the successful Year 9 visit to see author 
Alan Gibbons at Manchester Central Library in  
February, we were delighted to hold another 
engaging literacy event to coincide with World 
Book Day week.  

On Monday, 29 February, Stephen Delaney, son 
of renowned author Joseph Delaney (Spooks  
Apprentice series), came in to WHGS to work with 
students from Years 5, 6 and 7.  

Stephen delivered his ‘Spooks Workshop’, a three-
hour whirlwind of drama and creative writing 
activities that enabled students to participate in 
literacy in a new and interesting way.  

In full costume as ‘Spook Johnson’, complete with 
cloak and staff, Stephen took the groups through 
the world of the Spooks Apprentice and allowed 
them to develop an extended narrative, using 
various writing techniques.  The highlight of the 
session was an opportunity to make ‘blood-cakes’ 
and use instructional writing to compile a recipe.  

The horrified expressions on the faces of the 
students as they watched ‘Spook Johnson’ 
eat a blood-cake (made from flour, cold 
spaghetti and tomato sauce) was priceless! 

Students from Years 5 and 6 remarked that the 
event was ‘...amazing... and makes reading better 
than usual’.

Miss C L Daly
LRC Manager / Librarian

Joseph Delaney Visit 

Stephen Delaney will be returning to WHGS on 
Monday, 18 April, to repeat his ‘Spooks Workshop’, 
engaging more students from Years 7 and 8.  This 
time he will be accompanied by his dad, Joseph, 
who will be speaking to various year groups 
throughout the day about his life, his books and the  
inspiration behind the themes and characters found 
in the Spooks series.  There will be an opportunity for 
students to purchase copies of Joseph’s books, which 
he will sign on the day.

Further details about arrangements for the day, as 
well as book prices, will be 
sent out by letter when we 
return after Easter.

Miss C L Daly
LRC Manager / Librarian

Tuesday Club

Make your LRC a fantastic place to be; make 
suggestions for books, create some eye-
catching wall displays and help promote the 
Library to other students, by signing up for 
‘Tuesday Club’ (starting Tuesday, 26 April).  
Letters will be sent out when we return after 
Easter.
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Year 3 Learn About Egypt

Year 3 had a great time learning about the ancient Egyptians last half term.  We 
dressed up as people from ancient Egyptian times.  We made Egyptian death masks.  
Our parents came to see what we had been learning about and had lots of questions 
to ask.  

As part of our topic we went to the Manchester Museum to learn more about 
Ancient Egyptians and Rocks.  We were able to handle real artefacts from the Ancient 
Egyptian times.  It was fantastic!

Mrs T Shah 
Year 3 Teacher

Year 4 WOW Day - Bones and Fossils

As part of Year 4’s WOW day about bones and fossils, Tony North from 
TimeTrips came into school. 

We spent 
the morning 
looking at fossils and making and painting 
our own fossils. 

In the afternoon we made a life-size T-Rex 
and learnt about how the bones in its body 
had very similar jobs to our own.

Mr J Carr
Year 4 Teacher
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As part of their Humanities lesson, 7W made some medieval Motte and Bailey castles.
  

Mrs C Lloyd Williams
Head of Year 7

William Hulme’s Skiing Champion

Some of you will already know that one of our Year 7 students, Oliver 
Pollitt, is a very talented skier and has been splitting his time this year 
between coming to school here and training in Austria.  Oliver’s mum 
has been keeping us updated on his progress and wins...

Having just competed in the English championships in Italy, Oliver 
gained a 3rd place.  This was a great achievement as there were 95 
boys in this race and he was 1st in his year of birth.  The two boys 
who came 1st and 2nd were two years older than Oliver.  Oliver 
was also part of the winning team of ‘night time pro slalom race‘, 
(pictured with his two girl team mates).  There is also a picture of the 
whole team, who won the overall team championships in Italy.

Mrs C Lloyd Williams
Head of Year 7
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Henshaws Visit

On Tuesday, 8 March, our guests from Henshaws were treated 
to songs and music from our students, whilst enjoying their 
buffet lunch.

Morris Loveland, who organises these visits on behalf of the 
Henshaws guests, thanked us again for the visit.  

“Please pass on thanks to all staff and students who 
contributed to an enjoyable lunch-time.  We did enjoy the 
‘junk band’.  We are very aware that people are giving up 
their break time to be with us and add something to the lives 
of the members of the group.  It is much appreciated”.

Morris also thanked us for the bag of used postage stamps 
- keep saving them as they are converted into cash for 
Henshaws!

Mrs H Sackfield 
Head of MFL Faculty

The Penny Appeal Charity Assembly

On Tuesday, 15 March, our Year 11 students were 
given a talk by The Penny Appeal on volunteering.  
Mr Khalil Benkhalil, the Fundraising Manager for the 
North West, came and talked to the students about 
the charity (www.pennyappeal.org), what they do 
and how they can get involved if they are interested. 

Voluntary work involves helping fundraise at events, 
organising your own events, meeting up to discuss 
upcoming tours, going out to give aid in areas of the 
UK (Cumbria floods) and making contacts outside 
of school.

It also helps boost confidence (through meeting other volunteers) and is a good way of putting any 
ideas forward.   Many people have already signed up and are actively involved in the charity work that 
Penny Appeal do.

Mr R Lindley
Head of Year 11
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Skill at Arms and 

Classification Competition 

- Saturday, 5 March 2016

March is usually the time of year we 

head up the M6 to Cumbria but due 

to circumstances out of our control 

this wasn’t to be.  Instead we 

arranged for a day of Skill at Arms 

and a classification competition 

on our No.8 Rifles. 

The SAA was to bring our senior cadets up to date on one of our weapons 

systems, ready for annual camp prep over the coming weeks.  All of them passed with flying 

colours. 

Our Year 9 cadets were first to put their mark on the classification shoot, all gaining scores 

over 60/100, which is a pass.  Special mention to Teri Devlin for sheer determination, 

Michael Ryder for consistency and Usmaan Masood for his vast inprovement over an hour 

of 1-2-1 coaching. 

After lunch it was the seniors’ turn to see what they could do.  With the senior cadets, 

we put them through the next star level criteria which was a bit of a challenge at first. 

However, all managed to pass with some very high scores.  Once all of the cadets had fired, 

we were locked in a two-way tie.  Now, under normal circumstances this wouldn’t have 

been  a  major  issue but house pride was at stake, Cadet Sgt Max Caddick versus Cadet  

L/Cpl Ayana Superville-Blackford. 

Tied at 90 points each, we went into a shoot off.  Cadets were given time with a  coach on 

a 1-2-1 basis to advise and then it was game on.  A very close run battle with a difference 

of 5 points being the winning margin; 5 points may seem a lot but in the context of the 

shoot it’s literally millimetres.  Max Caddick took the victory and his house, Bonnick, were 

the overall winners on the day. 

As a bit of fun and light relief, the cadets then watched the staff have a fun shoot which I 

can say was a very close run thing and was classed as a tie. 

Over the course of the day the cadets vastly improved and I would say all had a great time 

and enjoyed themselves.  I certainly did. 

I would like to thank all the cadets that attended and also a mention to my staff for the day, 

as I couldn’t run the event without them. 2Lt C Denholm
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Year 8 Physics Day

On Tuesday, 22 March, 30 Year 8 students were 
invited to attend a ‘University Physics Day’ event 
at the University of Manchester. 

The event showcased many different aspects of 
Physics research and involved several interactive 
workshops. 

This was an exciting opportunity for students to 
further their understanding of Physics beyond the 
classroom. 

Dr L A Deignan 
Teacher of Science
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‘Science of the Mind’

William Hulme’s Grammar 
School and Manchester 
Academy students took 
part in a workshop with 
University College London 
(UCL) neuroscientists

The ‘Science of the Mind’ was 
revealed to students from WHGS 
and Manchester Academy on 
Tuesday, 8 March, when they 
took part in a workshop led by 
the University College of London 
(UCL).

Hosted at Bolton School, 
the event saw staff and PhD 
students from UCL give the 
Year 10 students an insight 
into neuroscience – the science 
behind how our brains work. 

WHGS and Manchester 
Academy students enjoyed a 
lecture introducing them to 
neuroscience and were invited 
to join in with a series of short 
experiments. This included the 
‘stopped clock illusion,’ which 
shows how the brain can 
change the perception of time. 
The lecturers explained why 
these changes in perception 

happen and why time 
can therefore seem 
to slow down during 
intense moments – like 
life-threatening events. 

Students learnt how 
studying the brain can 
help scientists understand 
more about human behaviour. 
They also heard about some of 
the amazing medical advances 
that have helped people with 
paralysis communicate; for 
example by controlling cursors 
on a computer screen or using 
robotic arms. 

As part of the day, students 
divided into smaller groups for a 
series of workshops run by the 
neuroscientists. Topics included 
the ethics around neuroscience, 
visual illusions, drugs, common 
myths and facts and the anatomy 
and structure of the brain. There 
was also a workshop on memory, 
with UCL’s neuroscientists 
giving students handy tips for 
improving memory and recall to 
help them with their revision. 

Finally, students got the chance 
to quiz the neuroscientists about 
their studies at A Level and 
university, what an ‘average’ 

day looks like to them 
and where technology 
and science might lead 
the world next.

Commenting on the 
event, WHGS student 
Britney Nhumaio said: 

“Before this workshop, I didn’t 
really know what research in 
neuroscience involved, but from 
the question and answer session 
with the PhD students, it was 
clear that it involved a lot of 
computing and programming!”

Fellow WHGS student Ayana 
Superville Blackford was also 
impressed with the workshop 
and said: 

“The part of the day that I 
enjoyed the most was the 
interactive session looking at 
optical illusions. It was amazing 
to see how our brain tricks us into 
‘filling in the blanks’ and seeing 
things that aren’t actually there. 
We were also given some very 
helpful tips for revision as we 
learnt about the different ways 
our brain stores memories.”
 
Peter Mulholland, Principal 
at William Hulme’s Grammar 
School, added:

“We really value enrichment 
activities such as the ‘Science 
of the Mind’ event, as they 
help to broaden the minds and 
experiences of our students.”
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Planetarium Visit at Chorlton High School

On Thursday, 25 February, 7U went to Chorlton High School to 
go and look at their planetarium.  When we all arrived, everyone 
was excited.  As we all got taken towards the planetarium 
(which was in the theatre), we were all scared but excited at 
the same time.  

As we went in, it was amazing!  It was a white dome; a big 
dome in fact.  In the dome was a projector showing us the 
constellations and the solar system.  The most amazing part 
was when we were told about the background of the planets 
and constellations.  The constellations were fantastic as well.  
We had to point out all the constellations and it was very fun! 

Saffah Rana (7MJC)

Young Persons Poster Competition

On Wednesday, 9 March, Osawaru Garrick (11B) entered the Institute 
of Physics Young Persons Physics Poster Competition at Manchester 
Metropolitan University. 

Osawaru produced a fascinating piece of work on the search for extra-
terrestrial life, and was able to talk confidently and knowledgably about 
the subject to the judges, fellow entrants and University students. 

Although he didn’t win this time, the judges were very impressed with 
the high standard of Osawaru’s entry, and hope he will be back next 
year!

Mr M J Church 
Teacher of Physics

Latin Reading 
Competition 2016

We all left the school at 1.30pm 
on Wednesday, 24 February, 
anxious yet excited for the big 
Latin Reading Competition.  
There were five of us in total, all 
prepared (mostly) and ready to 
crush the competition.

When we got to Bolton School, 
it seemed more like a university 
than a secondary school.  The 

buildings were huge and their 
school field was enormous.  After 
admiring the school facilities, we 
got to a small hall completely 
filled with other students, all as 
hungry for victory as we were.  
Luckily, not everyone was in 
the same section as us as there 
were multiple events going on; 
including Greek and English 
Reading Competitions for 
different age groups.  Then, after 
a brief talk from the school’s 
Assistant Principal, we made 
our way to the room that we 

were to perform in; a classroom 
dedicated to teaching Russian.  
Mr Gracey was displaying his 
linguistic talent by pointing out 
all the different Russian football 
teams’ flags displayed on the 
walls.

It was an anxious wait.  Listening 
to the other competitors really 
put us on edge!  Just the pause 
as  the two judges deliberated 
on all our performances was 
enough to send tingles down 
all of our spines. Eventually, 



WHGS Students 
Pioneer New 
Qualifiation

Students in Year 7 and Year 9 have successfully been 
involved in piloting a brand new qualification for 
speaking and listening.  Working with the London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts (LAMDA), 
students were given the opportunity to pilot the 
new qualification through learning the skills of 
group discussion.  One of the most important 
aspects of school life and the world of work,  
group discussion forms half of the qualification, 
the other half being an individual presentation.  

The students were required to discuss an important 

issue, such as animal testing, making use of the 
skills they had learned, such as listening and 
responding to others and building on what others 
had to say to achieve a successful conclusion.  

Students in both Year 7 and 9 enjoyed the chance 
to achieve something that, hopefully, will become 
an official qualification and which they can put on 
their CVs, just like GCSEs.   Although the results are 
not officially out, LAMDA has highly commended 
WHGS students on their performance and have 
indicated that 7 students achieved Distinction 
level in particular with many more achieving merit.  

Mr J R Wise 
Head of English Faculty

A
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Arts and Crafts Club

This term our focus was on Easter.  
Students made beautiful flowers 
using tissue paper and buttons, 
bunny footprints using felt and 
they did lots of colouring in. 

I would like to praise Tergelmaa 
Sukhbaatar in Year 7 and also Talha Jamshed in 
Year 10 for their contributions to the craft wall. 

I would also like to thank the Old Hulmeians’ 
Association, for kindly providing the funding of 

materials for the Arts and Crafts 
Club.  The Club has enabled 
students to use their imagination 
and be creative, whilst giving them 
the opportunity to tackle problems 
that arise when making something.  
It  has also given students a chance 
to socialise with one another.

If anyone would like to join, Craft Club runs every 
day at lunchtime in Z17.

Miss F Khan 
Learning Support Assistant

after what felt like a lifetime 
of waiting, the judges asked 
to hear four students perform 
again, one of them being WHGS 
student, Fareema.  We weren’t 
sure why they wanted to hear 
those students again, but had 
our suspicions that they might 
be runners-up or even winners!

At the end, we went to a 
small buffet back at the hall, 
laid out with cupcakes and 
refreshments, all of which were 
delicious.  When we finished 

stuffing ourselves with the cakes 
and pastries, the judging had 
finished and the winners for 
all the competitions had been 
chosen.  The wait was nerve-
racking, as we heard the other 
winners, one after the other until 
finally it got to our category.  The 
tension was so thick you could 
have cut it with a Roman spoon!  
The winner was... our very own 
Fareema Fassihi! We all clapped 
as, not only was this a personal 
victory, but also a victory against 
private schools, who usually take 

away most of the prizes.  On 
her victory, Fareema remained 
modest as ever, stating that she 
“enjoyed listening to the playful 
Greek poetry performances” 
and that it meant she could buy 
“even more books”. 

We got back on to the bus, 
still praising the victor, but we 
couldn’t have done without our 
Latin teacher Mr Gracey. Thank 
you, sir!

Year 11 Latin Group
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School Production of Hercules

The school’s production of Hercules was performed to audiences 
across 3 nights (Wednesday, 9 to Friday, 11 March).

The cast and crew had been working on this since January and 
had fantastic support from all staff.  The students performed 
amazingly and the show was a huge success.  

Our thanks to the cast and crew on another great masterpiece!

Mrs R J Moore
Teacher of Maths and Drama
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United Learning Rugby Competition

On Wednesday, 9 March 2016, the Year 
8/9 Boys’ Rugby Team travelled down 
to London Irish’s training facility for the 
United Learning Rugby 7s finals. 

They competed very well finishing 4th 
and the highlight was beating local rivals 
Manchester Academy 15-5 with tries 
from Martin Wan, Tariq Pywaston and 
Tenghis Sukhbaatar. 

Well done boys!
Mr R D MacCallum

Teacher of PE and Games

Match Report - WHGS v Manchester Academy

The Year 8/9 Boys’ Rugby Team travelled the short distance to Manchester Academy on Tuesday, 
22 March, to play in a conditioned friendly match, designed to put to good use all of the skills 
they’ve been working on since January. 

It was an excellent effort from both sides, played in the true spirit of rugby.  Even though WHGS 
only had a team of 9 players and were against 11 from Manchester Academy (plus subs!), they 
ran out comfortable winners in the end, scoring a total of 10 tries.  

As the WHGS team settled into the match, their communication and handling vastly improved, 
allowing them to find space on the wings to run in the tries.  Some excellent pressure in defence 
and superb tackles on our own try line prevented Manchester Academy from putting any points 
on the board. 

The try scorers for WHGS were: Eyaan Arshad (x3), Tenghis Sukhbaatar (x2), Ahmed Abdul-
Majeed (x2), Uzayr Irfan (x2) and Tayyub Alam.

The match was great preparation for the developing schools RFU tournament which the team 
will be entering after Easter, and hopefully this will give them the chance to develop their play 
even further as they are bound to face some tough opposition. 

WHGS Team: Jake Grainger, Andrew Jones, Tenghis Sukhbaatar, Khalid Alghanmi, Uzayr Irfan, 
Eyaan Arshad, Tayyub Alam, Ahmed Abdul-Majeed and Mohammed Abdul-Majeed.

Mr R D MacCallum
Teacher of PE and Games
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Under 13’s Girls Football 
Tournament

On Wednesday, 16 March, the Year 
7/8 Girls’ Football Team travelled to 
the Etihad Campus to take part in the 
Manchester City Premiership Under 13s 
Girls Football Tournament.

There were 38 teams that entered the 
competition.  Our girls performed to 
their max but, unfortunately, they were 
knocked out in the group stage.

Mr R Lindley 
Teacher of PE and Games

Sport Relief

An amazing £875.28 was raised for 
Sport Relief during the week of 14-
18 March 2016.  

Sport Relief is when the great British 
public gets active and has fun to help 
change lives. 

Our school’s aim was to get every 
student involved in some form of 
extra sport this week.  There were 
numerous challenges taking place 
at lunch times and within PE lessons 
that students got involved with, as 
well as competitions and bake offs.

Year 8 Girls’ Handball

Great job to the Year 8 Girls. They competed in 
the Manchester Schools Handball Tournament at 
Parrs Wood and came 2nd from 6 teams. 

The PE Department are very proud!

Miss R J Clayden 
Teacher of PE and Games



Autumn Term 2016/2017
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Thursday, 1 September 2016 (school closed for all pupils)
Induction Day (Year 7 and 12 pupils) and 
Primary School INSET 

Friday, 2 September 2016

Term starts for all other pupils Monday, 5 September 2016
Staff INSET (whole school) Friday, 23 September 2016 (school closed for all pupils)

Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 24 October – Monday, 31 October 2015 inclusive
School re-opens for pupils Tuesday, 1 November 2016
Assessment Day Friday, 2 December 2016 (school closed for all pupils)
Term ends for pupils Wednesday, 21 December 2016, 2.00pm finish

Spring Term 2016/2017
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Monday, 9 January 2017 (school closed for all pupils)
Term starts for pupils Tuesday, 10 January 2017
Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 20 February – Friday, 24 February 2017
School re-opens for pupils Monday, 27 February 2017
Term ends Friday, 31 March 2017, 2.00pm finish

Term Dates for the School Year

Summer Term 2015/2016
Term starts (Whole School INSET) Monday, 11 April 2016 (school closed for all pupils)
Term starts for pupils Tuesday, 12 April 2016
May Bank Holiday Monday, 2 May 2016 (school closed)
Half Term (school closed for pupils) Monday, 30 May – Friday, 3 June 2016
School re-opens for pupils Monday, 6 June 2016
United Learning Staff INSET (whole school) Friday, 1 July 2016 (school closed for all pupils)
Term ends for pupils Friday, 8 July 2016, 2.00pm finish

Please forward any articles for the Newsletter to the Communications Officer (gina.murphy@whgs-academy.org)


