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United Learning Football Competition

On Friday, 13 January 2017, our Year 9 Football Team were

fortunate enough to be invited to travel down to St George's

Park (England Football Team's training ground), to face

Lambeth Academy from London.

This was part of the United Learning Football Competition,

with both teams qualifying as finalists from their respective

areas (North vs South). Due to severe weather, we were

relocated to their indoor facility, with a 3G pitch the same

size as the one at Wembley.

Unfortunately, this ended up being an advantage for

Lambeth Academy, whose size, strength and speed

eventually told against our Year 9 team. However, the lads

battled manfully throughout the game and were praised at

the end for their technical prowess. The last 10 minutes

made the scoreline seem more one-sided than the game

actually was (8-2), but well done to Lambeth Academy who

were deservedly crowned United Learning Champions for

2016.



U16's Manchester Schools Table 
Tennis Tournament

Students from WHGS competed in the U16's
Manchester Schools Table Tennis
Tournament at Our Lady's High School on
Wednesday, 18 January 2017.

WHGS were joint winners of the
competition; the first time we have won a
Gold at Table Tennis. The team played in the
first group stages and won their group,
having to play 4 singles matches and two
doubles matches, winning them all.

They then went into the top seeded group
for the Final and played Our Lady's and King
David High Schools - finishing joint winners
with Our Lady's.

This was a tremendous achievement for the
four WHGS students who have been
competing in these competitions since Year
7. They are not only great Table Tennis
players, but are also fantastic young men,
with superb attitudes to both this sport and
school in general.

Congratulations go to Martin, Ahmad, Arun
and Tenghis, all Year 10 students.



Indian Cooking - Pakoras



Y9 Star Student

On Tuesday, 31 January 2017, Mentors from the University of
Manchester engaged our Year 9 pupils in a game of STAR STUDENT,
where human counters move around the board, as each team answers
questions about university.

Some feedback from our pupils included:

"Good fun game, especially answering the questions and dancing.“

"Had fun at the end - lots of information about colleges and university.“

"They answered all the questions at the end, which was really useful.“

"Good to know that you need to think about more than just getting 
your results when thinking about university.“

"Good to be on a winning team.“

"Was good to talk to students from a university."

http://www.manchester.ac.uk/


Year 9 WOW Event 
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

The Food and Nutrition Department invited Year 9 studcents into the Department after school, to find out more about the GCSE in Food Preparation and
Nutrition, in the run up to choosing their options.

There were lots of activities for them to try out, giving them an idea of the new exciting practical element of the new course. These included molecular
gastronomy experiments, making butter from cream, predicting which conditions yeast needs to ferment and making eggs on toast! They also watched the
current Year 10s in action, making a high skill dish of choux pastry profiteroles.

For further information on this new course, please see Mrs Thomas, Miss Bodenham or Mrs Cowell.



Drama Trip - The Curious Incident of 
the Dog in the Night-time

On Thursday, 2 February 2017, students
and teachers from William Hulme's
Grammar School watched a spectacular
performance of 'The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-time' at the Lowry
Theatre.

The play is adapted from Mark
Hoddon's best-selling novel and
explores what life is like for a boy who
has autism.

Students and teachers loved the
performance and would definitely
recommend others to go and watch the
show. Students were especially
impressed the exciting set, lighting and
special effects.



Art Award Winner – Safiya Embashi

Safiya Embashi has won an Art Award,
organised by the National Student Association
for Medical Science (NSAMR) and the
Manchester Medical Research Society.

The students were asked to express how they
think medical research will be carried out in the
future in the form of an artwork, poem or
essay.

Safiya entered the painting featured. The
winners attended a Conference on Saturday, 11
February, at the University of Manchester,
where they met renowned researchers and
medical students from across the United
Kingdom.



KS2 / KS3 Slidin’ About Trombone 
Quartet Concert

On Friday, 3 February, KS2 and KS3 students were entertained by the multi-talented and
award winning Slidin' About Trombone Quartet in two fabulous concerts.

Students had the opportunity to hear a varied programme of music, including 'Can't Stop
the Feeling', as well as playing alongside the musicians and conducting the group.

Thank you to Live Music Now and the United Learning Partnership Fund who made this
possible.

Mrs Goodier will be handing out letters to any students that would like to follow in the
footsteps of these great musicians.



Y10/Y11 Inter-House Cooking 
Competition



Henshaws Visit

We were delighted to greet guests from Henshaws on
Tuesday, 14 February, who joined us for their first visit
of 2017.

Our guests were treated to light refreshments, whilst
listening to performances by our students. There were
piano recitals from some of our Primary Phase
children, the Choir sang some songs, and the Ukulele
Band and Junk Band both played a couple of pieces.

Our guests thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon and
appreciated the effort and commitment made by our
students and staff, helping ensure another successful
visit.



Manchester Schools Track 
Championships

Twelve of our Year 8 pupils attended a training session and then competed in three races against other Manchester schools; MCA, MCMA and
Our Ladys, over a four week period. Each rider raced another pupil from a different school, completing one lap of the track.

We won all our races, earning a place in the finals, to be held at the Manchester Velodrome in June.

It’s a great opportunity to spend time on the historic track, which has been home to British Track Cycling since the 2002 Commonwealth
Games and seen many legends of the sport, such as Chris Hoy, Bradley Wiggins and Laura Trott train and compete there.

Our students performed fantastically, showing courage, effort and ultimately power. Read more on these Championships
at www.nationalcyclingcentre.com.

http://www.nationalcyclingcentre.com/track/young-riders-upto-15yrs/manchester-schools-track-championships/


Manchester United v St Etienne

On Thursday, 16 February 2017, Mr Haynes and Mr Lindley took fourteen
Year 9/10 boys and girls to Old Trafford to watch Manchester United beat St
Etienne in the Europa Cup, last 32 first leg. The score was 3 - 0, with a
Zlatan Ibrahimovic hat trick.

All the students had a great night, a few of them visiting Old Trafford for the
first time. With 70,000 fans attending the match, all students behaved
responsibly and maturely and had a thoroughly entertaining evening.



I CAN “Talk About Talk” 
Communication Skills Workshop

On Friday, 3 February 2017, after a year of
training and hard work, Junayd Saieed, Camron
Phelan, Adra Sheikhilmi, Tyler Wilks Wells,
Aisha Naeem, Iqra Saieed, Yusef Ackah and
Jahanzeb Shafquat, successfully delivered a
workshop on communication skills to an
audience of local businesses and higher
education providers.

The workshop was part of a pilot study called
“Talk About Talk Secondary”, developed by 'I
CAN', the children’s communication charity. I
CAN trained the eight students to become
experts in the communication skills needed for
employment, as well as teaching them how
individuals with speech language and
communication needs (SLCN) can be supported
to overcome difficulties. Members of the
Learning Support Team were also trained to
support the students on this journey,
encouraging the self-awareness of their own
communication strengths and areas to develop,
such as team working skills and presentation
skills.

Throughout the pilot scheme, staff and
students continuously learnt about the
importance of communication skills; I CAN
explained that year on year, employers state
that the young people they employ lack the
communication skills necessary for the work
place. Those taking part also learnt how to

prevent barriers to communication; I CAN
surveyed over one hundred young adults with
SLCN and found that “saying too many things at
once” was the most common reason
individuals gave for not understanding a
message.

Students then shared this knowledge to local
employers and businesses in the form of a
workshop. The workshop was a huge success,
and audience members were able to take away
ideas on how they could immediately support
communication in their own setting. Feedback
from the session included: “highly informative
and authentic”, and “a fantastic presentation
delivered brilliantly”.

The professional manner, confidence and
knowledge the students demonstrated during
the workshop was superb. The trainers were
thrilled by their achievements and felt they had
all developed a variety of skills they would
need for a successful future.

The pilot scheme was a huge success and
something the Learning Support Team are keen
to continue with the next cohort of students.

For more information on the work I CAN do to
support children’s communication
development, visit www.ican.org.uk.

http://www.ican.org.uk/


CCF Field Day

On Saturday, 4 March 2017, seven Senior 
and 16 Recruits had an excellent shooting 
Field Day, at Holcombe Moor, Bury. Firing a 
mixture of 3 rifles (air, No 8 and L98), the 
Cadets were complimented on their weapon 
handling skills, marksmanship and military 
conduct.



Thursday, 2 March, saw a whole-school appreciation
of World Book Day – the national celebration of
books and reading. Staff and students throughout
Primary and Secondary Phase got involved by
throwing themselves into character, taking part in
quizzes and competitions, and experiencing some
very creative lesson time.

Our chosen theme for the day was the Top 20 Books
of the 20th Century, reflecting the significance of
World Book Day, on its 20th Anniversary. Costumes,
lesson plans and competitions were all designed to
link back to the Top 20 books and included
references from such gems as Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone, Lord of the Rings, Charlie and
the Chocolate Factory and The Gruffalo.

To set the tone, a World Book Day Inter-Form
Challenge was launched at the beginning of the
week, giving students the opportunity to complete
sections of a literature quiz each morning in form
time and gain House points for participation.

On World Book Day itself, much excitement was
caused by the Top 20 Books Trail, which students
followed around school at break and lunch times.
They were asked to use their skills of observation
and deduction to complete the book title clues and
crack the code that revealed a reading-related
phrase.

In Primary Phase, there was a riot of colour and

creativity, as students and staff came to school
dressed as their favourite book character. It was
wonderful to see so many children taking part and
enjoying themselves.

Secondary Phase staff received some strange looks
as they came into school in fancy dress. With Oompa
Loompas in the Drama Department, giant rabbits in
the English Office, terrifying Ring Wraiths lurking in
the Maths corridor, Harry and Hermione in Art and
Design and a Gruffalo and Little Brown Mouse hiding
out in the Music rooms, staff really got into the spirit
of the day. Students were in for a treat when staff
got together in the LRC for a group photo. They
were delighted to see the various characters in one
place, which also made working out the answers to
the Guess Who competition a little easier!

Throughout the day, students were highly engaged in
themed learning. Many departments selected a
particular book from the Top 20 list on which to
focus their lessons and reinforce literacy, enabling a
more creative approach to highlighting the
importance of reading.

All in all, it was a wonderfully fun-filled day, that
would not have been possible without the continued
support of students and staff. Students from Year 8,
Year 10 and 6th Form helped enormously in the run-
up to the event, and contributed to the success of
the day itself.

World Book Day



World Book Day



World Book Day



World Book Day



SafeDATE Healthy Relationships 
Workshop

On Friday, 17 February, we were joined by SafeDATE, who conducted a session on healthy relationships for selected Year 9 pupils.

In an interactive session, pupils learnt about a range of sensitive topics and reflected on real life case studies. The pupils were mature tackling these
issues and many commented on how their views had changed throughout the session.

A huge thanks to SafeDATE for coming into school and for the goodie bags they distributed to pupils.



U13 Girls Football Tournament

The Manchester City Premier
League U13's Girls Football
Tournament took place on
Thursday, 9 March, at The Etihad
Training Complex. Forty schools
took part from across Greater
Manchester councils. There were
8 groups of 5 teams - the winners
of each group going through to the
Quarter Final knockout stages.

WHGS were drawn in a group with
Wright Robinson, Hathershaw
College, The Barlow and Fairfield
Girls' School. We won all our
matches, apart from the game
against Wright Robinson, who won
3 games and drew 1 - so they went
through to the Quarter Finals by
one point!

All games were very close and
played in a very good spirit. The
eight Year7/8 students involved in
the competition were Salma,
Minnie, Haneen, Kaisha, Farah,
Anna, Mulaikah and Paige.



United Learning Apps Competition

As we had to get to London by 9.00am, we had to get
to school early (5.15am precisely). When we got to
the train station, there was hardly anyone there. You
would have thought we would have slept on the way
there, but we were too excited, so we decided to
practice our presentation.

London is very different to Manchester. Everyone is
rushing to get to work or school. We had to get on
the tube, which was packed. After that, we walked to
the IBM building. At the start, David (the presenter)
was explaining everything to us and then we had a
competition/game. The aim was to make a tower out
of spaghetti. Ours flopped and finished standing at a
whopping 5cm!

Before we did our presentation, an IBM intern
watched us practise and helped us with it. When we
were about to start the presentation, I was a bit
nervous but I calmed down and said my part boldly
and confidently.

When they were giving out the prizes, we got Best
Presentation. We were so happy that our hard work
had paid off. After all the awards had been given out,
we left and went to the train station. Nearby, there
was a Nandos and we got some yummy food. Next,
we waited for quite a long time for our train to come,
but finally we got back on the train to Manchester.

Elizabeth Bada (Year 9)



Y10 Work Experience Week

Our Year 10 students have had a fantastic week
at Work Experience. All 116 students
successfully completed their placement.

Thanks for all your help and support, especially
to those who visited students.



Primary Football – Etihad Stadium

On Friday, 24 February, some of our students from Years 5 and 6 represented our school in a
football tournament at the Manchester City Etihad Stadium.

The children spent a full afternoon playing football, supported by Manchester City's
experienced coaching staff and winning a number of their matches, leaving happy and inspired.

Well done to all those who took part and showed both outstanding sportsmanship and
attitude.

Miss Stuart



Primary Futsal Competition at 
Trafford Powerleague

On Friday, 17 March, some of the
Year 5 girls represented our
school in a Futsal tournament at
Trafford Powerleague.

Futsal is a variant of
football, which includes a smaller
and much heavier ball, which the
girls quickly adapted to and took
in their stride. The girls had a
great time and showed great
teamwork and resilience. This
resulted in a few wins and a
fantastic afternoon of active fun.



Y5/Y6 Women’s Football Cup Match

On Saturday, 18 March, Mrs Lomas, Mr Lomas and Mr
Shah took some Year 5’s and Year 6’s to go and see a
women’s football match at the Etihad Stadium.

The two teams who played were Manchester City
Women and Reading FC Women. It was a cup final
match. It was brilliant! There was a lot of shouting!

Manchester City won 1-0.

Daisy Burden (Year 6)



John Kirk visits Primary Phase with 
‘The Twits’

On Tuesday, 21 March, continuing our
celebration of World Book Day month, all
KS2 Primary Phase students and selected
students from Secondary Phase were
invited to watch a special performance of
Roald Dahl’s hilarious tale, The Twits.

Delivered by actor-storyteller, John Kirk, the
event by turns delighted and surprised the
audience, with each element of the tale
carefully crafted to ensure maximum
enjoyment. Mr Kirk’s use of simple props
and music enhanced the story and it was
wonderful to see the children enthralled by
the enthusiastic and very silly nature of the
performance.

It was a fully interactive session, with
students asked to volunteer to stand up at
the front of the room and take part in an
‘upside down circus’. There were frequent
squeals of laughter from the children as
they (and their class teachers – particular
apologies go to Miss Marshall, Mr Rolls, Mr
Carr and Mr Witkin!) were showered with
‘hugtight sticky glue’. The loudest laughs
were reserved for the conclusion of the tale
as the audience discovered just how Mr and
Mrs Twit got their comeuppance.

Following the performance, Mr Kirk spoke
to the children about the power of reading
and the importance of using libraries in
order to widen access to stories. He
explained how he himself had struggled at
school and only relatively recently became
involved in storytelling. Students listened
intently to the inspirational message that it
is never too late to realise a dream or
ambition, no matter what that might be.

During the visit, Mr Kirk was full of praise
for the warm welcome he had received
from William Hulme’s. He was highly
impressed by the excellent behaviour of the
students, their willingness to get involved
and has said that he would certainly love to
come and see us again!

"That was so funny, Miss. He was great. I 
really enjoyed it!"

Year 8 student

"Thank you for letting us come and see The 
Twits.  Will John Kirk be able to visit us again 

soon?"
Year 3 pupil



Y10 Maths Feast

On Tuesday, 28 March, two teams of our students took part in the Year 10 Maths Feast,
organised by the Further Maths Support Programme.

The event took place at the University of Manchester and was an exciting competition
for students in Year 10, testing mathematical, communication and teamwork skills. It
was an enjoyable and challenging afternoon and our students did themselves proud.

There were five rounds in total: Starter, Amuse-Bouche, Main, Dessert and Petits-
Fours. Despite this, we still had to take our own packed lunch!

There was a lot of stiff competition from the other Greater Manchester schools, but our
two teams worked extremely hard, gaining the best score for the “Main Course”, which
was a comprehension activity relating to tables of squares.

Well done to all those involved!



Science Week 2017

Science Week 2017 was celebrated at WHGS through a number of activities across all Key Stages
in the Secondary Phase.

Key Stage 3 worked on various projects within lessons, from making insulated houses to creating
slime! Some enjoyed Rewards Trips to a number of locations across Manchester, for their
fantastic effort so far this year in Science.

Key Stage 4 competed in a House competition, where one group discovered they had a
malfunctioning tap! A number of Year 11 students also attended a Chemistry Careers Event one
evening and won the competition being held that night. They won a day trip to the site of one of
the sponsoring industries, something they will be doing after the exam season.

Year 13 Biologists had the opportunity to venture to Manchester Museum to take part in an
exciting workshop, where they performed genetic cloning techniques using their own
DNA. Students were able to explore the additional practical applications of genetic
technologies, which form the basis of current scientific research.

At a whole school level, everyone completed a number of fun science-based quizzes and
activities as form groups.



KS3 ‘Languages XP’ Programme

During this term, a number of Gifted, Talented and Deserved Key Stage 3 Modern Foreign Language students
participated and attended after-school sessions of Ancient Greek.

The sessions were conducted by a MMU under-graduate student (specialising in Classical Studies) and students
enjoyed different activities based on Ancient Greece: language and grammar; art, pottery and collages and
theatre.

During the first two sessions, students had the chance to learn the alphabet, read and write their names in Greek
and identify words written in Greek. They then played interactive games, such as a treasure hunt, in which they
compete against each other, decoding the language.

The remaining two sessions were more cultural based, focusing on art and theatre. Students learnt about
different collages and vases in which mythology stories where represented, also learning about the different gods
and goddesses. They then studied how theatres were displayed and how plays were presented in Ancient
Greece.



Y9 Humanities Enrichment Day

On the Geography trip to Manchester University on
Wednesday, 22 March, we were given an insight into
what studying Geography at University would be like.

First, we learnt about the different types of Geography
and how to identify them. The Student Ambassadors split
us into groups and we were given a task to find an
example of each kind of Geography in newspapers;
Human Geography and Physical Geography. After that,
we had a chance to ask some of the University students
questions about studying Geography and what life was
like at university.

The Student Ambassadors then took us on a tour around
the campus and we had the opportunity to explore the
Geography Department and Labs. We learnt about how
the students study certain things, for example, the soil
samples from different time periods. After that, we
were lucky enough to visit their Graduation Hall (where
some of Harry Potter was filmed). The students then
took us to a place called the “Students’ Union”, where
students can seek advice, join societies, dine and
socialise.

Finally, after lunch, we were given a taster lecture on
sustainability by one of the Professors. It helped us
understand more about the areas studied in Geography
and also helped us understand the learning environment
in University and how lectures are delivered to students.

Sahil Qadir and Haaris Rathore (9GJG)



Baking for Blood Brothers



On Wednesday, 22 to Friday, 24 March, a
selection of our Year 8 – 13 pupils performed 3
fantastic nights of the famous tragicomedy play,
Blood Brothers.

Blood Brothers is a play written by Willy Russell,
set in 1960s Liverpool and revolving around the
story of twins Mickey and Edward, who are
separated at birth and brought up in completely
different environments in the city. Students Kai
(Mickey) and Daniel (Edward) portrayed the
contrasting characters brilliantly, using their
amazing acting talents to take Mickey and
Edwards from just seven years old, through to
men in their twenties.

Mickey is brought up with his seven older
siblings by his struggling single mother, Mrs
Johnstone, who was played by Kylie. Kylie
started the show with her fantastic rendition of
the song ‘Marilyn Monroe’ and portrayed the
hard-done-by, yet happy-go-lucky, mother of
nine brilliantly.

Mickey’s twin brother, Edward, however, is
brought up as the only child of the wealthy
Lyons family, who live nearby, after Mrs Lyons
persuaded Mrs Johnstone to hand over one of
her twins at birth. Serena did an impressive
performance as the increasingly paranoid and

panicked character of Mrs Lyons and created
some very tense and emotional scenes for the
audience.

Mickey and Edward don’t meet each other until
they’re seven years old, but immediately
become best friends and “blood brothers”. The
bond continues when the boys are teenagers
and both live in the countryside, despite them
both being in love with Mickey’s neighbour
Linda. Lauren did a fantastic performance of the
7-year-old ‘tomboy’ Linda, through to the girly
teenager and ultimately the down-trodden
working class wife of Mickey in her twenties;
mirroring the life of Mrs Johnstone.

Hannah, Nathaniel, Sara and Siobhan created a
brilliant, eerie atmosphere as the narrators,
telling the story of the characters and the
impact of consequences and superstition
throughout the performance.

Written during a period of huge change in
society and politics, Blood Brothers draws the
audience’s attention to the detrimental effect
that social inequality can have on people’s lives,
and certainly drew in the audiences here at
WHGS. Various audience members said it was
“the best school show they had seen” and many
left in tears at the emotional ending of the play.

Well done to, not only the main roles
mentioned above, but also the other performers
in the play who created characters such as the
milkman, the policeman and the kids of Mrs
Johnstone. Also a big well done to the students
who were part of the technical team and the
stage crew, and the fantastic staff who gave up
so much of their time to make sure this was a
show to remember.

Watch this space for the next school show…

Blood Brothers
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Primary Girls’ Football

On Tuesday, 28 March, eight of our Primary
children represented WHGS in a girls' football
tournament at Whalley Range High School. It
was a tough competition but the girls showed
great resilience and kept fighting to do their
best during every game. The girls had great fun
and smiled from beginning to end, well done
girls! Miss Stuart.



Y12 University Residential

Five of our Year 12 students were in Cambridge
for the HE+ residential visit on 28 and 29
March. Staying in Murray Edwards College,
students took an active part in subject master
classes and workshops to help them with their
UCAS personal statements and also with
interview techniques.

During the visit, university students answered
their questions about all aspects of student life,
encouraging them to make an application. They
were welcomed on visits to several other
Cambridge Colleges including Clare, Corpus
Christi and Downing.

These Y12 students will be visiting Oxford later
in the year, before making their final decisions
on their Oxbridge applications.

Well done all of you and good luck with your
application for a world class degree!



Y11 Visit to Tameside College






