UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 2020
Students at William Hulme’s Grammar School in Manchester are
celebrating after achieving excellent results in the national Senior
Maths Challenge.
The school’s budding Year 11, 12 and 13 mathematicians competed
against over 80,000 students from across the country in the 90minute, multiple-choice competition. The challenge tested their
mathematical reasoning, precision of thought and fluency in using
basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.
The WHGS students performed extremely well with a significant
number achieving Bronze and Silver Certificates. 19 students
achieved a Bronze Certificate which is given to the top 30% of
entrants whilst 7 achieved Silver – given to the top 20% of entrants.
One student, however, excelled and was given the coveted Gold
Award which is awarded to the top 10% of entrants. Year 12 student
Ali Alizadeh, who only joined WHGS in Year 11 with very little English,
was then invited to compete in the British Maths Olympiad which is
only open to 1,000 elite students. Ali achieved a Merit placing him in
the top 600 entries in the country.
Congratulating students, Andrew Harrison, Head of Maths Faculty at
WHGS, said:
“These are superb results which demonstrate the high standard of
maths at WHGS and the impressive ability of our students. The Maths
Challenge is a difficult challenge and we are thrilled that so many
were awarded certificates.

“The whole school community is thrilled for Ali. Whilst he could barely
speak English when he joined us just over a year ago, he has worked
incredibly hard and has excelled across a wide range of subjects. He is an
inspiration to us all and we are very proud of what he has achieved.”
Ali Alizadeh said:
“I am so glad that I achieved this grade and I really appreciate the
support from Mr Harrison, and all the other teachers that helped me a
lot. I will try my best to achieve even better results next year.”
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Primary Growth Mindset Day
As part of Growth Mindset Day, the Primary Phase had an
exciting visit from UK BMX champion, Mike Mullen.
To start the day, he delivered an inspiring assembly, where he
shared his journey of becoming a BMX champion and the
setbacks that he had faced. The importance of having a growth
mindset and challenging yourself beyond your comfort zone
was at the heart of the presentation - particularly during the
tricks display, where he jumped over a number of nervous
teachers!
Following this, Upper KS2 took part in BMX resilience
workshops. Due to their perseverance and determination, they
were all able to learn a number of BMX tricks and most
importantly, developed their confidence whilst trying
something new.
Across the school, all classes took part in a range of practical
resilience challenges with a key focus on 'team work'.
Reflection time was also a significant part of the day, as this
allowed all children to reflect on their mindsets and set
themselves a focus for the term ahead.
The day left both children and staff feeling thoroughly inspired
and truly highlighted the power of the mindset.
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Y9 Viva Languages Event
Last Wednesday, 8 January 2020, eighteen Year 9 students were invited to
take part in a popular linguistic event at the University of Manchester
called Viva! Languages.
¡Viva languages! is a fun, motivational event to raise awareness of the
value of languages. It is specifically aimed at students who are about to
choose their GCSE options.
At the beginning of the day we shared a presentation, with other 3
schools, about the importance of studying languages generally at
University level and what different paths are available for students
interested in studying, not solely a Language Degree, but also a “combined
Degree”. For example, Spanish and Business is a popular option nowadays
at the University of Manchester and also the possibility of studying a
language “ab initio”, that is from scratch. For example, students are opting
for taking a course on a specific language they did at A-Level (French,
German or Spanish), but they can also opt to take up another language
from scratch, for example Italian, Portuguese and even Japanese.

extra mile in creativity and film production.
The last session of the day allowed students to have a taster session in a
new language - Japanese. A presentation was delivered by a Student
Ambassador and it was very energetic. We practiced phonetics and basic
conversation and we saw the 3 different Japanese alphabets. We learnt a
bit about the culture and also practised Japanese writing.
The event was well organised, motivational and our students really
enjoyed the day; above all performing their role plays and then watching
them. The Japanese session was also a real challenge.

They explained the possibility of spending a whole year abroad, as part of
the course and language immersion, for that the Student Ambassadors
from the University of Manchester gave an insight testimonial about their
own experiences, taking up a new language and even travelling abroad for
one year.

Later in the day, students were divided into groups, according to the
languages they are studying - German and Spanish. They enjoyed
preparing a role play activity lead by the Students Ambassadors in which
they had to present a quick role play in a restaurant and an accident on a
plane. The role plays were filmed and watched at the end of the day. It
was a very fun, positive and motivational experience, as students went the
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Secondary Sports Leaders –
Primary Dodgeball Competition
We rely heavily on our Secondary Phase Sports Leaders to run
events throughout the school year that engage Primary Phase
pupils in physical education. The following students led a
Primary Dodgeball Tournament on Wednesday evening at
WHGS. We had 12 primary schools all turn up to participate in
the competition, which was a great success. Our Sports Leaders
were in charge of welcoming teams to the school, running the
competition and then promoting the school games values
throughout the tournament. They gave awards to primary
pupils at the tournament who showed the following values:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Respect
Passion
Self-Belief
Respect
Honesty
Determination
Teamwork

All staff who attended commented on our Sports Leaders’
excellent attitude, friendliness and patience towards their
pupils during this tournament. Our fantastic Sports Leaders
were:
Esmay, Missy, Niomi, Ismail, Zavier, Charley, Zaine S, Zaine E,
Esther, Tamara, Prishni, Carol and Marsha.
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Primary Success at Dodgeball
Competition
We took part in the Manchester Schools Primary Dodgeball
Tournament on Wednesday, 15 January.

There were 12 schools competing in the competition and we
played amazingly! We managed to win 3 and draw 1 of the
group matches, which put us into the top 4 teams overall.
We then won both of our final matches, resulting in us coming
first overall!
Each member of the team played fantastically, showing real
determination, resilience and teamwork skills.
We will now look forward to playing in the Citywide finals in
Summer.
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Y9 Languages Motivational Talk
Last Thursday, 16 January, all our Year 9
students were invited to take part in a
Languages Motivational Talk.
Two students from the University of
Manchester, who are currently working and
studying languages, delivered a talk about the
importance of languages in the world today;
not only to be chosen as a degree, but also
how languages are essential for work and
business.
Their presentation gave an insight into the
different paths that can be taken with

languages, both at the University of
Manchester and for future careers/jobs. For
example, in the social sciences, recruitment,
leisure, academic and commercial business.
One of the speakers was a Student
Ambassador who had spent the last year of his
degree in Japan. He explained how he got
totally shocked by the culture over there and
how his Japanese had improved considerably
since living, studying and working over there.
He also highlighted the possibility of doing a
"Combined Degree" of Business and Japanese
and how it helped him to find his dream job in

the social care business in Japan.
The other student spoke about the possibility
of working in different places all over the
world and the importance of being able to
speak different languages, in order to access a
very competitive pool of jobs in Europe.
At the end of the presentation, our students
were invited to ask relevant questions. It was a
really positive experience for them.
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Manchester Climate Change Summit

A select group of students from both our Primary and
Secondary Phases attended the Youth Climate Change Action
Summit on Friday, 17 January.
They attended workshops and heard from other schools
pioneering ecological thinking and reform in their communities.
They also asked questions to a panel of experts, making sure
their concerns were heard.
They are excited to put their new ideas into action!
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U13s Table Tennis Championships
On Wednesday, 22 January,
WHGS entered two boys teams
in the U13's Manchester
Schools Team Table Tennis
Championships, held at Our
Lady's High School.
As always, there was a high
standard of play, with a variety
of Manchester Schools
entering. The boys played in
teams of four and played both
singles and doubles matches.

WHGS A team finished a very
respectable fourth, only just
missing out on a medal. The
team was Ismael, Romain,
Nevin and Mo. The WHGS B
team was Hao, Ashar, Josh Eme
and Abubaker.
A big thanks to all the boys for
competing and giving their time
to represent the school.
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Y10/Y11 Orchestra through the Ages
On Friday, 24 January, a group of GCSE Music students,
along with Gifted and Talented (G&T) students from other
year groups, went to listen to the Hallé Orchestra at the
Bridgewater Hall.
Entitled, the 'Orchestra through the Ages', students learnt
about the Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 20th Century
orchestra and heard pieces from all these eras. A great
experience and insight into the history of classical music,
finishing off with the theme from Star Wars and the music
of John Williams.
All students acted as fantastic role models for the school.
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Y7 Holocaust Memorial Day
On Monday, 27 January 2020, a group of our
Year 7 students attended Manchester’s
Holocaust Memorial Day at the British Muslim
Heritage Centre.
On Holocaust Memorial Day, we remember the
six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust, and
the millions of people killed under Nazi
Persecution, and in the genocides which
followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and
Darfur.
At the event, there were screenings of three
very powerful and moving short films about the
Holocaust and a presentation about the
partisans by facilitators from UK Jewish Film,
Rachel Burns and Mike Levy.

The Year 7s participated in a workshop, with
discussion and questions about the short films.
Feedback was given in group sessions with Mike
Levy asking and receiving questions about the
Holocaust.
Mike Levy, historian and researcher, helped to
publish ‘The 51st Brigade’ – an account of
Jewish partisans fighting the Nazis in Eastern
Poland (now Belarus). He has uncovered stories
of amazing heroism including in 1943 the only
known liberation of a Nazi-held ghetto by
Jewish fighters who lived precarious lives in the
forest. Here they made their home in bunkers,
foraging food and desperately hiding from SS
units who were seeking them out. Their families
had been murdered by the Nazis and their

collaborators. One of the Jewish partisans, it
turns out, was a long-lost cousin of Mike’s
mother-in-law.
Rachel Burns is UK Jewish Film’s Education
Manager. After graduating, she taught English
and Media for over fifteen years in inner
London schools before becoming Head of
Education at the Holocaust Educational Trust.
After a career break to have children, Rachel
joined Film Education in 2009 as Secondary
Education Advisor, and is now UK Jewish Film’s
Education Manager developing a range of
highly acclaimed education projects.
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Young Carers' Awareness Day
Three of our Young Carers attended an 'Awareness Day
Celebration Event' held at UKFast on Friday, 31 January.
There were presentations from a range of organisations who
support Young Carers across the city of Manchester, and some
performances from Young Carers themselves, sharing their
experiences and explaining how their caring role affects their
lives.
The day was very positive and helped Young Carers to see how
vital their support is to loved ones, and to know they are not
alone.
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Young Voices
Wednesday, 29 January saw 30 members of the WHGS KS2
Choir sing as part of an 8,625 strong choir of young people in
the 47th Young Voices performance at the MEN Arena. This
was a record breaking night, as it makes Young Voices the most
frequent performer at the Arena - pushing Take That off the
top spot!
The night itself was magical. The programme not only featured
14 fabulous and specially arranged pieces - including Country,
Pop and Queen Medleys - but we also got the chance to sing
alongside Ruti - the 2018 Voice winner, The Shires - the most
popular British country duo and, most amazingly, Tony Hadley,
former Spandau Ballet front man and now star in the West End.
As if this wasn't enough, we also performed with Urban Strides,
the street dance collective, had our own routines and moves
and enjoyed the prowess of a full live band.
The WHGS pupils were an absolute credit to their parents and
the school. They sang, danced, cheered and performed with
gusto - even though some could barely stand up with tiredness
by the time we got back to school! This is definitely one of the
musical highlights of the calendar!
What an experience!

View this news article on the website…

Chinese New Year Celebrations in
Primary Phase

The Primary Phase celebrated Chinese New
Year this half term.

commemorate the day and to bring luck and
fortune to all, as is the Chinese tradition.

They were visited by two Lion Dancers, who
talked to them about Chinese culture and
demonstrated a traditional dance. The children
were then taught how to use the costumes.

EYFS and Year 1 were lucky to receive a
traditional Chinese Money Pocket, containing
chocolate coins, kindly donated by Mr and Mrs
Wu who have children in school.

Lots of the children and staff wore red to

Lots of other activities took place during the

day, such as painting dragons, puppet making,
tasting Chinese food and having a go at using
chopsticks!
Year 4 parents were invited in at the end of the
day to watch an assembly about the Chinese
New Year story and witness some traditional
lion dancing.
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Learn With Me Sessions – Encouraging
Parental Engagement (EYFS)
At the beginning of the Spring term, Nursery and
Reception launched their first ‘Learn With Me’
Sessions. These take place on Monday mornings
at the beginning of the school day. Parents are
invited to sit with their child whilst the teacher
leads a lesson. This term the focus has been
handwriting.
Nursery parents were invited to participate in
fine motor activities, dough gym, and the
beginnings of letter formation. Reception
parents supported their children whilst they tried
hard to form their letters correctly. These
sessions have rolled out across the school and
have been very popular, with classes brimming
with interested parents, eager to support their
children.
Each time, an information sheet has been
provided to parents to help them further support
their child and hopefully, those parents who
have not been able to attend, have received it
too.
We will continue these sessions throughout the
year, but the focus will continue to change to
cover other areas of the curriculum, so that
parents can further support their child at home.
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Little Lions Club in Primary Phase

The Little Lions Club has been launched in
Nursery and is run by Mrs Fletcher Orr;
Nursery Teacher and Parental Engagement
Lead.

Every Friday morning, ten parents attend a
session where they receive information about
how to support their child at home. They are
encouraged to share their ideas and opinions
and ask questions. After about 20 minutes,
their children join them and engage in fun
activities that emulate what is happening in the
classroom, which are adaptable to home. For
example, one session involved making
playdough from scratch and exploring all the
learning that can evolve from it. Another
session was about the importance of imaginary
play and the parents really got stuck in and

made dens on the floor and made up stories
using toys and puppets.
There has been positive feedback from the
parents:
"I have learnt how to make reading interesting
for my child."
"We loved making the playdough and we will
use the recipe at home."
The session will be open up to 10 more parents
each half term.
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Think Before You Flush Campaign
On Friday, 7 February, we had a fantastic
performance from the Think Before You Flush
campaign organised by Gibber Theatre Company,
who have been working with United Utilities.
All of our Year 7 and our Eco Group watched and
took part in the performance that educated us all
on the impact of flushing wet wipes down the
toilet. Every day, thousands of wet wipes, cotton
buds, sanitary products and other unsuitable
items are flushed down toilets instead of being
put in the bin.
We learnt that this causes costly blockages in our
homes, businesses and wastewater systems,
ultimately leading to sewer overflows in our
communities and plastic pollution in rivers, on
beaches and in the ocean. It was very
informative and enjoyable.
There was also an opportunity to enter a
Vlogstar competition educating people on the
issue. We all need to remember to Think Before
You Flush!
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Learn With Me Sessions – Encouraging
Parental Engagement (Year 2)
At the beginning of the Spring Term, Year 2 launched their first
Learn With Me Session.
Parents were invited into class to join in with a handwriting
lesson. They supported their children with forming the joins
correctly. It was a great turn out and hopefully, very
informative for all parents who attended.
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Henshaws Visit
Tuesday, 11 February saw our first visit of 2020 from the
Henshaws Society.
Our guests enjoyed the usual wonderful hospitality, buffet
lunch and conversation from the Sixth Form students
before being entertained by students from Key Stage 3.
To start the programme, the Grace Notes Choir sung a new
United Learning arrangement of the Bill Withers classic
"Lovely Day" - once again in three parts, maintaining the
excellent standard set by the Christmas Concert!

To follow this, we got our bins, pots, pans and drums out
and performed the Junk Orchestra's latest magnum opus,
to resounding cheers.
Following this, the school Gospel Choir started a rousing
sing along with our Gospel medley and then performed
"Something Inside So Strong" - the Labi Siffre.
Finally, the Ukulele Orchestra perfromed two numbers:
"Counting Stars" by One Republic and "Let it Be" by the
Beatles.
I feel the whole performance and effort that goes in to it
was summed up by Morris Loveland, the Henshaws Group
co-ordinator:
"I appreciate a lot of time had been spent in preparing the
musical items and the Henshaws members really enjoyed
listening to and joining in with the choirs and band".
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Y9 Gateways
On Wednesday, 12 February, a group of Year 9
students went on the Gateways visit at The
University of Manchester.
This particular programme was called Build My
Future. It gave students an opportunity to
explore their own potential and personal
motivations in order to succeed, both during
and after their career.
Students attended a “Me and My Future”
session in the morning. This involved being part
of a group and participating in activities,

exploring the role of a career and investigating
the required transferrable skills. This helped
students to realise that they should play to
their key strengths.
Students attended three workshops focusing
on:
• Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths
• Biology, Medicine and Health
• Arts & Humanities

postgraduate students and helped learners
explore different career areas and the skills
needed to succeed in each of these areas. All
the students enjoyed the day and found the
activities engaging and informative. One
student commented, "It was fantastic, it really
made me think about my future and the skills I
currently have. The main thing I realised was
that I need to improve myself, and keep
learning new skills, as this would give me the
best chance of going into many different
professions."

These interactive sessions, were led by
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Y8 Cooking Competition

The Year 8 Cooking Competition which took place
on Tuesday, 11 February, displayed a wide range of
skills from everyone who took part.
The final decision on a winner was tough, but
flavour and skill put Christina and Chandan in first
place for their amazing entries.
Well done all!
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Y10 Netball League Win

Our Year 10 Netball Team have done amazingly well and
absolutely stormed their league, winning by a staggering 12
points clear of the next team - securing promotion for next
year. They have all been amazing throughout the season and it
is well deserved.
Congratulations to Niomi (Captain), Missy, Esmay, Blessing,
Aaliyah, Anna, Edi, Muminah, Sarah, Bouchra and Haya
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Football Beyond Borders Showcase
On Wednesday, 12 February, Miss Clayden (Head of PE) and Mr Green
(Head of Year 9) accompanied by eight of our Year 9 students made
their way down to London.
The group were representing WHGS at the Football Beyond Borders
(FBB) Showcase being held at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. Students
from WHGS, Sedgehill and Totteridge took part in workshops and spoke
on stage to around 1,000 people. In the workshops, they repeated some
of the sessions which they had done themselves on the programme,
with the adult guests. These workshops focussed on “what makes a
man” and “how do you react”. They were powerful to hear about and
witness.
On stage, girls from WHGS read out very powerful poems that they had
written on the course; the Totteridge boys spoke about the impact that
the programme had had on them, including the incredibly moving story
from Gui, which moved us all to tears. And Michael from Sedgehill, who
got to sit beside Ian Wright on stage during his interview and ask him the
last question of the session. In doing so, and with such confidence and
feeling, they brought great credit upon our schools and the United
Learning group.
Mahmoud was also involved in the most recent Gillette advert with
Raheem Sterling:
www.footballbeyondborders.org/footballbeyondborders-launchesmadeofwhatmatters-campaign-with-gillette/
If you want to know any more about the programme, please visit:
www.footballbeyondborders.org
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WHGS Ski Trip 2020
Over the February half term, over 30 students and staff visited the
South Tyrol area of Italy for the annual WHGS Ski Trip.
After an arduous journey, we arrived in the beautiful town of Gisse in
the Ahrn Valley, at the Hotel Obermair. We had six full days skiing in
the resorts of Speikboden (for four days) and Klausberg (for two days).
Both resorts offered skiing for beginners and for those more advanced.
The weather was glorious the whole week, with blue skies and
amazing views.
We had a wide variety of skiers; from students who had never been on
skis before, to a number of good skiers. They were split into three
groups, with different instructors, who were fantastic with the
students.
By the end of the week the good skiers were experts and the
beginners were absolutely 'smashing it' down the red and black slopes.
Everyone had fun on the snow and in the hotel, and a fantastic week
was had by all.
Thanks goes to Armin who was unanimously voted the 'Tourist of the
Week.' It is hard to single one student out, as they were all a credit to
WHGS, but Armin was great company all week and kept everyone on
their toes with his good conversation and funny remarks.
Lastly, thanks go to Miss Bretherton, Mr MacCallum and Mr Jones,
who went above and beyond to make sure all the students had a
wonderful week in Italy. It was most definitely my pleasure to be
there with them.
Mr R Lindley
PE Teacher / Head of Year 11
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Y11 Aspire Talks
During the course of this academic year, we have held a
number of Aspire Talks for our Year 11 students. Our Aspire
Talks are designed to open students' minds to learning about
subjects and topics outside the curriculum, to get them
thinking, questioning and to help stimulate their intellectual
curiosity.
This year the programme has included 7 talks:
• Rene Brenton, Head of Research in the Physics & Astronomy
Faculty at The University of Manchester, talking to us about
the link between astrophysics, agriculture and cancer
research.
• Miss Leather, WHGS teacher, talking to us about the brain.
• Alexander's Martin-Geary from The University of
Manchester talking to us about Bioinformatics
• Mr Harrison, WHGS teacher, talking to us about Artificial
Intelligence and the future of computer science.
• Professor Hannah Barker from The University of
Manchester, talking to us about why ordinary people in
history matter.
• Professor Anthony Heagerty from The University of
Manchester, who talked to us about careers in Medicine and
gave us the best advice "do something you enjoy and if you
get paid for it that's a bonus."
• Daniel Belton from The University of Huddersfield, who
talked to our students about Chemical Engineering.
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'Boys 2 Men' Intervention Programme
'Boys 2 Men' was an exclusive intervention programme in
which students explored ideas around masculinity and what it
means to be a young man in our modern age. The aim was to
educate the boys through interactions with inspirational figures
and charities, all of whom had a strong focus on positive ideas
around masculinity in the 21st century.
The students participated in many fun activities including: a rap
workshop, MIND mental health sessions and kickboxing.

The course culminated in a Presentation Evening in which the
boys cooked food for their loved ones and celebrated all of
their achievements over the course. B2M has set the
precedent for many future interventions we will host in and
outside of the school.
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GCSE Design Worshop:
A Visit From Orsted
Our GCSE Design Technology students had an exciting visit from Susie Kenyon of
Orsted Energy company on Wednesday, 26 February. Their interactive workshop
covered all things 'renewable energy' and even had a model of one of Orsted's wind
turbines, to demonstrate how wind power is converted into electricity through
electromagnetic generators. Students got to generate their own energy and received
a hands-on understanding of how green energy is harvested.
Students also got to hear about exciting career opportunities with Orsted and the
apprenticeships available to them. Lots of our students are motivated to go in to
Design careers in future and Susie gave them some great tips on how to access these
pathways and the skills needed to get there.
A huge focus for William Hulme's Grammar School is sustainability and Design
Technology students are passionate about becoming responsible and green designers
for the future generation.

View this news article on the website…

Manchester Primary Dodgeball Finals
On Thursday, 27 February, we had amazing success in the
Manchester Schools Dodgeball Finals!
We had previously played in the Central Manchester heats and
qualified to play in the finals - a huge achievement in itself! Our
team of Year 6 children played absolutely brilliantly, showing
teamwork, respect and determination. Their skill and effort led
to them coming in first place and bringing back medals and a
trophy for the school! We will now be invited to play in the
Regional Finals, along with the winners from other areas.
Well done team, you did us proud!
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UKMT Intermediate Challenge 2020
WHGS Maths Department are celebrating incredible results in this year’s
UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Intermediate Challenge.
The UKMT Individual Maths Challenges are lively, intriguing multiplechoice question papers, which are designed to stimulate interest in maths
in large numbers of students. The intermediate competition covers Years
9, 10 and 11, over 220,000 of the best maths students in the UK are
entered for it, with the top 10% receiving gold awards, the next 15%
receiving silver awards and the next 15% receiving bronze awards. Fewer
than 2% of the students gained entry to the further rounds.
Out of the 120 entries across Years 8, 9, 10 and 11, the achievements
were very impressive, with 48% of our highest attaining students
receiving awards, which is around 10% higher than other schools
nationally:
Year 11:
6 Silvers: Adeola A, Diallo O, Diana A, Maisie P, Isabel M and Amelia B.
13 Bronzes: Ahmed D, Ali J, Livingston P, Kian D, Rithika S, Ayomide O,
Bryan R, Amal K, Komal A, Adam A, Luqman A, Mahima C and Tuba M.
Year 10:
2 Gold: Saif S and Sabeeh A.
6 Silvers: Dexter E, Ahmed A, Mohammad O, Muhammad H, Sami M,
Inayah Q and Suhaib A.
7 Bronzes: Victor M, Anying L, Sarah Z, Zayd A, Shariq K, Edi E and
Rajvinder K.
Year 9:
4 Silvers: Haadi S, Laraib A, Sawman J and Dana A.
16 Bronzes: Yahya H, Rachael M, Mahdia M, Zohaib S, Samiya A, Prshni B,
Maham R, Hamza S, Zahra R, Bilal S, Aamina A, Marsha P, Mohamed S,
Fatima A, Mohammed R and Jamiha S.

This year, we entered four Year 8 students and achieved:
1 Gold: Romain T.
1 Silver: Reema A.
1 Bronze: Chandan C.
Special congratulations also go to:
Saif S and Sabeeh A from Year 10, who gained entry to the next
round, for results that are in the top 2% nationally.
Haadi S and Laraib A from Year 9, who gained entry to the next
round, for results that are in the top 2% nationally.
Romain T from Year 8, who gained entry to the next round, for
results that are in the top 2% nationally.
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WHGS Film Club
Students from Years 7, 8 and 9 who regularly contribute to WHGS Film
Club, were invited to attend a special educational screening of the film
Lion at The Savoy Theatre in Heaton Moor on Thursday, 27 February.

Student Reviews of Lion:

Film Club allows students from across the year groups to meet, watch and
review a diverse range of content, within an interactive environment that
encourages discussion and promotes a sense of unity through a shared
appreciation of film. We have previously watched such films as The
Truman Show, Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, Life of Pi,
Spirited Away and Hugo.

“The movie was great… [it] was moving and I did cry through it.”
Year 8

Our club is delivered every Monday after school, in association with Into
Film, a charity that runs film-based educational programmes for children
and young people aged 5 to 19. They regularly provide resources and
access to events that allow our students to connect with cinema in an
inspiring and creative way. As such, we were delighted to be offered the
opportunity to participate in this special event.
Lion is an Australian biographical drama, featuring Dev Patel and Nicole
Kidman, that tells the true story of a young Indian boy - Saroo - who is
separated from his family at the age of five, adopted by a couple
thousands of miles from home, before retracing his steps to be reunited,
25 years later, with his biological mother.
A powerful adaptation of the memoir, A Long Way Home, written by Saroo
Brierley, Lion captivated our students and made them think deeply about
the reality of life for children living on the inner-city streets of India. An
inspiring, heartbreaking, but ultimately uplifting story, containing themes
of family, loss, courage, identity and belonging, the impact of Lion will
remain with our students for a long time to come.

“I loved the movie, it was beautiful and I cried so much…”

Sara, Year 8

Hira,

Dhanya, Year 7 told us that “Lion is a very dramatic and emotional film.
Something I really liked about this film was that it was very realistic” and
although she felt certain scenes needed a little more explanation in order
to be fully understood, she acknowledged that “as a group, we all really
enjoyed this movie!!!”
“When I went to go and see this film in the cinema, I had been warned
beforehand by my parents that it was a sad film. However, nothing could
have prepared me for this. As an older and younger sister, I understood
the emotions that Saroo and his older brother felt. This meant that I was
emotionally affected more than others. This film was cleverly crafted and I
thought it was amazing. Everyone should watch this film.” Aaliyah, Year 8
Miss C L Daly
LRC Manager
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World Book Day
Another wonderful World Book Day was held at
WHGS on Thursday, 5 March, to mark the
national celebration of books and reading that
takes place each year. Our chosen theme for
2020 was 'Shakespeare Stories'.
In recognition of the significant contribution
made by Shakespeare to English Literature and
the study of the English language, as well as his
impact on popular culture and sociology, each
department selected a specific play around
which to plan their lessons. Students were then
engaged for the whole day in topic learning and
literacy activities, as well as taking part in
quizzes and competitions in the LRC at break
and lunch time.
Inspirational ideas from the day:
• In MFL, a translation of the play titles of
several Shakespearean comedies into French,
German and Spanish took place. Students
were then asked to translate them back into
English;
• Poet and writer, Zahid Hussain, popped in to
deliver his next ‘Shakespeare Shorts’ session
to Year 10;
• Mr Rodgers taught the chain rule of nested
functions to Year 12, linking it to the ‘play
within a play’ concept of A Midsummer
Night’s Dream (whilst dressed as Oberon!);

• Students in Computing found out about
codes and ciphers, before writing a program
to encrypt and decrypt messages - to
acknowledge
Julius
Caesar’s
alleged
involvement with the creation of a secret
cipher;
• A demonstration of the leadership lessons
that can be identified within Shakespeare for
Year 9 and Year 10 Business Studies students
and;
• Year 7 and Year 8 examined the role of victim
and villain in English, using the idea of
evidence provided during a court case to
identify how certain characters from
Shakespeare would be perceived.
• Secondary staff embodied the topics they
were teaching, by coming to school dressed
as a character from their chosen
Shakespeare play. This really brought the
plays to life and allowed students to connect
on a visual as well as theoretical level.

outstanding entries for the bake off included
cakes inspired by Harry Potter, Matilda and The
Hunger Games. Students and staff really raised
the bar this year with the quality of their bakes
– they were astonshing and almost too good to
eat! With huge thanks to Mrs Thomas, Mrs
Smith and Mrs Cowell, for their support with the
bake off. Winners can be found at the end of
this article.

In Primary Phase, children spent a full day
immersed in writing, filming and sharing their
own vlog-style book reviews in conjunction with
Reading Rocks, an organisation dedicated to
making reading more accessible.
The day before World Book Day, we judged our
annual Bake-a-Book bake off, in readiness for
the charity cake sale on the day itself. The

Cont’d…

World Book Day
Proceeds from the cake sale and raffle
go to our nominated World Book Day
charity, Roald Dahl’s Marvellous
Children’s Charity, who aim to improve
the lives of children with serious and
life-limiting illnesses in the UK by
providing assistance to the children and
their families, offering access to
specialist nurses in hospitals around the
country.
We’re delighted to have
collected another £128.67 for the
charity, taking the grand total of funds
raised over the last two years to an
amazing £1,503.33! A lovely letter of
thanks has been received, sent to us
from the charity in acknowledgment of
our support – and it’s all down to our
fabulous students.
As always, the activities that took place
on the day would not have been
possible without the continued hard
work of our superb staff and students.
Miss Daly would like to say a massive
thank you to all who dressed in
costume, planned creative and thoughtprovoking lessons, baked and sold cakes
and raffle tickets, counted quiz sheets
and book tokens and ran round form
rooms to ensure World Book Day was a
huge success.

World Book Day Winners
Aban, Andrew, Ghaith, Muhammad,
Timi (all Year 7) and Hooriya (Year 8)
were drawn out as winners of the Guess
the Character quiz.
Five entries were selected as winners of
the Bake-a-Book bake off this year:
• Aliyyah and Hooria (Y7) for their
Alice in Wonderland/Cheshire Cat
cake
• Dillan (Y9) for his Harry Potter cake;
• Tubah (Y7) for her Matilda-inspired
sponge;
• Izma (Y7) for her Coraline diorama
and;
• Christina (Y8) who received a special
mention for her high level of skill in
chocolate-work with her mini Hunger
Games: Mockingjay cakes
Mrs Ali, Mrs Bauer, Mr Bell, Ms
Boustead and Miss McGuinn were the
lucky raffle winners, who each took
home a beautiful book-themed cake
made by our talented students.
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Y8 British Red Cross First Aid Training
On Thursday, 28 February and Tuesday, 10 March, our entire Year 8
students had First Aid training from British Red Cross. Students enjoyed a
hands-on and engaging workshop with an expert in emergency first aid.
Some of the skills covered included responding to incidents of knife crime,
supporting unconscious patients and how to administer CPR.
After watching a video, students discussed the theory of the 'bystander
effect' and the reasons why people do not always feel that they can
support people in need. Students said that they now feel equipped with
enough knowledge to be able to respond to someone in need, and how to
identify what help they can give out.

Everyone in Year 8 received a certificate for completing the course and
they have taken home some valuable life-saving skills.
Well done Year 8!
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Y9/Y10 UKFast Digital Careers
Masterclass

For the second year running, the Computing Department took 30 students to
UKFast for their Digital Careers Masterclass and they had a superb time
learning about careers in technology.
After a quick game of giant chess in the lobby, we were treated to a tour of
the office, seeing first-hand the work of the sales, technical support and
cybersecurity operations teams. UKFast's office is an exciting place to work
with an emphasis on energy and fun, so the students also experienced the
gym, games room and slide before hearing about the opportunities for school
leavers and graduates. There was even a chance to play some retro games of
Pac-Man and Mario Kart before heading back to school. Everyone was
buzzing, and our hosts were complimentary on the students' behaviour and
enthusiasm. I'm sure we will be back next year.
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Resourced Provision's Whitworth Art
Gallery Project
Over the last two months, five pupils in our
Resourced Provision have had the wonderful
opportunity to be involved in a project with
Whitworth Art Gallery, along with pupils from
Manchester Academy and St Peter's Catholic
High School.
This project was to promote Autism Awareness
and the boys have been involved in Art
workshops with a professional artist at the
Gallery.
In the last two weeks of the project, the boys
have created their own Art piece to illustrate
what Autism means to them. The artwork they
have created is due to be displayed in an
expedition at the Art Gallery, for family, visitors
and members of the community. I am very
impressed with their dedication and bravery to
discuss openly what having Autism means to
them.
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Y7-Y10 First Aid Training
On Wednesday, 4 March, student volunteers from
Heartstart, run by the University of Manchester,
came into school to deliver a free hour of training
to pupils across Years 7 to 10.
Seventeen of our pupils joined in with the training
that took place after school. Pupils learnt how to
deliver basic first aid and also about heart attacks
and how the defibrillator could be used.
Feedback from the University of Manchester
students was that our pupils were all very
enthusiastic and engaged, and pupils felt that they
learnt a lot of invaluable skills from the training.
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Y7 Portuguese Language Taster
Sessions
A small group of Year 7 students took part in
Languages XP during February, which is a
University of Manchester programme that
enables Key Stage 3 students to participate in
learning an extra language after school – this
year it was Portuguese Language Taster
Sessions.

• To meet an undergraduate language student
and gain an insight into studying at university
and where languages can take you.
• To learn a new language and culture.
• To gain motivation for language study.
• To find out about the range of languages that
can be picked up from scratch at university.

There were three 45 minute sessions run by
Miss Middleton, a student from the University of
Manchester, commencing at the beginning of
February for 3 weeks. The purpose of these
sessions were:

The students were very enthusiastic and
motivated, they participated actively in every
session, including doing a role play about basic
conversation in Portuguese - learning about the
alphabet and how many countries Portuguese is

spoken, as well as reading texts in Portuguese to
see how similar Romance languages are.
Our Year 7 students are currently studying
French, so they could relate similar vocabulary
and grammar use between both languages,
despite being very different languages at the
same time. Also, in the last session, students
could see the differences in spoken Portuguese
by people in Portugal and Brazil, through
conversational videos and written activities.
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Reception Visit to Alexandra Park
On Wednesday, 11 March, Reception enjoyed a trip to Alexandra Park where we searched for
birds, hunted for minibeasts and enjoyed some time in the playground.

Thank you to all the wonderful parents who offered their support.
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Y10 Shakespeare Shorts
Since the beginning of term, 25 students from Year 10 have
been working with local poet and writer, Zahid Hussain,
participating in a range of activities to help them refine their
approach to the study of English Language. The project,
entitled ‘Shakespeare Shorts’ is designed to remove barriers to
language acquisition by focusing on what words mean, where
they come from and the different ways in which they can be
used. Engagement in competitive word games has enabled
students to lay the foundation for what will progress to allow a
deeper understanding of Shakespearean language.

For many, the language used in Shakespeare’s plays can seem
tricky, unfamiliar and overly complicated. By guiding students
through the construction of language, Zahid has begun to take
away the confusion associated with studying Shakespeare and
in the words of Rose in Year 10, has made English fun again: “I
really like the lessons and wish all English lessons could be like
this, I'd enjoy it more then."
"They [the sessions] are actually a lot of fun. It [taking part] has
really helped me with my writing as now I think about what I'm
putting down and feel more confident selecting different
words. Before I used the same words in my writing, but now
I'm considering alternatives and realising that language isn't
scary... Shakespeare seemed so difficult, but it's more
approachable now." Maream, Year 10
"I'm really enjoying the sessions. Zahid is great and makes it
fun." Yousaf, Year 10
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Y12-Y13 University Challenge
As part of the William Hulme’s Way House Championship, we hosted the
inaugural Sixth Form University Challenge Competition.
Following the same rules as the television quiz, each House entered a team
consisting of 3 students and 1 teacher and the competition was run in a
knockout format. Ms Boustead took the role of Paxman, with Miss Smith having
the tricky ‘Roger Tilling’ role and Mr Howarth keeping score.
The first round was between Byrom v Gaskell, Gaskell being the only house
without a teacher (who had to go into self-isolation). It was a well fought round,
and Byrom – with the adult advantage - ending up the victors. Round 2,
between Dalton and Heywood, was the closest battle and went to a nail biting
tie-breaker question: Which title of a novel by John Steinbeck was translated
into Japanese as ‘Angry Raisins’? The question was interrupted by a member of
Heywood who shouted, ‘Of Mice and Men’…. and so, with 5 points deducted
for an interruption and a wrong answer, Dalton won the round. The answer,
which was also offered up afterwards, by a member of Heywood, was ‘The
Grapes of Wrath’.
The final between Byrom and Dalton, was a well fought affair, with both teams
gaining the advantage but ultimately, Dalton put on a spurt and were
convincing overall winners. They hold the title with what looks to be a termly
fixture from now on. Really well done to all of those who took part.
Taking place on Thursday, 19 March, the day before the school closed, it was a
poignant event, as it was the final time Year 13 would get together, in school at
least.
We are still hoping that the Year 13 end of year social event may be able to go
ahead later this summer, and looking forward to the next round of University
Challenge in the Autumn Term. Look out also for House Championship
Mastermind.
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