
WHGS

We are delighted to publish a

comprehensive account of the school’s

present activities by the Principal, Mr.

Mullholland. The school is now a

well-established, successful academy.

Inevitably with the changing profile of

Manchester’s population, the

curriculum, particularly sport, has changed. Lacrosse and rugby

are now both rare events. This account is complemented with an

edited article entitled News from School. This is taken from the

WHGS web site that describes the school life in detail.

CCF Centenary

The CCF is a strong part of school life and we report on its

activities including the laying of a wreath for the OHs who gave

their lives in the service of their country, the CCF’s Centenary

celebrations and OHA funded activities.

OHA Golf

This active club is ably lead by Mr. Iain Shaw and it goes from

strength to strength; we report on four meetings and dates for 2017.

London Dinner 2015 

We have a report of the much enjoyed and very well attended,

biennial London dinner held at the Naval Club in 2015.

Manchester Dinner 2016

Unfortunately, due to the overrunning of building work at

school, this event scheduled for September 16th 2016, had to be

cancelled at short notice. Your committee is hoping to rearrange

it for early 2017.

London Dinner 2017

Please reserve the evening of Saturday, November 4th for this

event. We will return to the grand surroundings of the East

India Club in St James’s. Details will be sent out in mid 2017.

People

We have reports of an OH exercising his right as a Freeman of

the City of London to take his sheep across London Bridge and

of others on a classic car rally in Brittany. We also report on a

1960s combined Oxford/Cambridge Universities lacrosse trip to

the USA. The usual snippets in News of Old Hulmeians are also

featured. We even go back to 1958’s leavers to report a reunion

in Macclesfield.  Dave Walsh reports on his career in the NHS

and retirement in Scotland and we publish another gripping,

true short story by D.L. Worthing.
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Editorial
Former Staff

We have discovered that a book that must have been used by

many students at WHGS entitled ‘Usage and Abusage, A Guide

to Good English’, was written by a member of the teaching

staff. All is revealed in an article featuring the fascinating history

of its author, Mr. Eric Partridge.

Survey

Many readers responded to a survey that was sent out with last

year’s Newsletter. We have published the results and these are

now being used to improve and change the way your committee

communicates and responds to OH’s needs and changing habits.

Articles

Please, dear readers, do send us your news about what you did at

at school, what you are doing now, your job, your hobbies your

family, your ambitions and please include photos. If you do so,

you will not need to be bored with so many words about what

the editor is up to.

Thanks

Our thanks to the School Treasurer, Mr. Chris Bayliss for passing

on numerous news items that seem to end up with him and also

for the monumental task of distributing this publication.

Late Publication

Finally, the editor would like to apologise to readers for the later

than normal publication of this Newsletter. This was due to him

taking too many holidays and then not applying himself with

due diligence on his return. This feeble excuse sounds very like

his school reports. 

Ian Case, Editor.

W.H.G.S. 1948-1960

Format for all Articles and Pictures

When sending copy and pictures electronically, please use

Microsoft Word and send photos separately in JPEG

format. Please do not attempt to place photos in the copy;

attach them to your e-mail separately. Please do not use

publishing programmes. Word is just fine. 

They can be sent to:

Ian Case, Editor, O.H. Newsletter.

The Old Vicarage, Ampfield, Hampshire, SO519BQ

T: 01794 368486 E: ian.case@medical-focus.com
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News of Old Hulmeians

As a Freeman of the City of London and a Liveryman of

the Worshipful Company of Pattenmakers, I exercised

xmy right to take (my) sheep over London Bridge into

the City of London.

Fancy dress was allowed but only if you were entitled to wear

it. I chose my best impersonation as a gentlemen farmer

together with my Livery Medallion and tie.

The attached  photographs are of me with the sheep, the sheep

with accompanying paparazzi  and me with the Master

Pattenmaker  and Master Woolman – whose company

organised it.

The sheep were last seen in the Baarbican.

Ian Balcombe OH 1970 -77

Ian is a regular attendee at the OHA biennual London

dinners and is the Technical Manager of Harris Balcome LLP,

insurance claims managers with offices all over the UK.

Sheep and an OH in London

Master Woolman

Master Pattenmaker
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OHA – New Mexico chapter 
2016 General Meeting

This year’s meeting of the New Mexico chapter of the

Old Hulmeians Association was held at La Fonda

Hotel, Santa Fe. Members attending included Dudley

Harrop (started school 1947) and David Woodcock (1948).

Apologies were received from John Burgess (1946), who was

required to stay in Europe for important Council duties at

Romsey, Hampshire, where he has served two periods as Town

Mayor. 

Dudley, with wife Ann, travelled from the UK to Albuquerque

for 2 nights before linking up with David and wife Valerie,

who flew in from Houston. David has taught for many years at

Texas A&M University at College Station, north of Houston,

and is currently Professor Emeritus of Architecture and

Director Emeritus of the Center for Heritage Conservation.

OHA business was conducted mainly over breakfast at La

Fonda, while an ambitious Cultural Program featured visits to

the local church of San Miguel, reputed to be the oldest

church in the USA, to the Benedictine Monastery of Christ in

the Desert (approached by a 13 mile dirt road across arid

scrubland set against a dramatic mountain backcloth), to the

Georgia O’Keefe art gallery (recent exhibition of her work at

Tate Modern) and to a Navajo Native American pueblo.

Following the meeting, Dudley and Ann enjoyed a few days

with David and Valerie at College Station – a chance to admire

their new and very ‘contemporary’ house, to meet Charlie the

dog, to attend their Episcopalian church, to wander around

the vast college campus and to visit the George Bush

Presidential Library and Museum – quite amazing (must

avoid calling it awesome!), including a fully furnished replica

of the Oval office. We tried the swivel chair and the white

telephone. “Launch!”

Arrangements for next year’s meeting are being drawn up as

we write. 

Dudley Harrop - Hale, Cheshire - September 2016  

News of Old Hulmeians

Dudley Harrop and David Woodcock

San Miguel Church by David Woodcock
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News of Old Hulmeians

In last year’s OHA

Newsletter we reported

that Matt Davies had been

appointed CEO UK and

Ireland at the ailing Tesco

supermarket chain. As we go

to press, reports indicate that,

in conjunction with the new

Group CEO, Dave Lewis, their

appointments have started to

turn the company round.

We invited Matt to speak at the 2017 OHA London dinner but

he explained, apologetically, that his time was fully taken in

his new role; very understandable!

Matt says there is “no silver bullet” for empowering the

grocer's staff to be energised to offer the required customer

service, but it can be achieved through "lots of little helps".

Commenting on the Tesco Talking Shop Blog, Matt said that

the business's new purpose – to serve Britain's shoppers a little

better every day – is used as a guide and filter on all of the

organisation's actions.

“This starts with our colleagues in stores – they're best placed to

make our customers feel special,” he noted.

“I think of our colleagues as an army of advocates for Tesco.

We have to engage and inspire them to champion Tesco because

they are proud of the business they work for.”

Matt left his position as Halfords CEO last year to

join a new Tesco senior team led by group CEO

Dave Lewis, who arrived at the supermarket at the

end of 2014.

The new team were put in place amid a Serious

Fraud Office investigation into the manipulation of

profit reporting under previous management and

against the backdrop of an increasingly competitive

grocery market often defined by lower margins, cost

cutting and a drive towards operational efficiencies

that has seen a reduction in the number of head office

jobs at each of the UK’s largest grocers.

Matt feels that there are three key ways the business hopes to

achieve this target are through listening to staff and

customers, shifting the culture of the organisation and

offering “great service at scale”.

Promotions have helped stem the flow of shoppers leaving

Tesco despite the closure of around 50 stores in the last year.

“One of the biggest assets we have is that our colleagues are so

reflective of the United Kingdom,” said Matt.

"300,000 people from every corner of the country and every

kind of background. So if we get better at listening to our

colleagues, we'll be better at serving customers."

Some of the insight Tesco has generated to date includes the

fact people are time poor, that households are getting older

and smaller – with half of all grocery spend by 45-year-olds

who don't have dependent children – and that consumers

want simple value for money where they understand the best

deal for them.

"The question I've been asked most over the past year is, “Why

did I leave Halfords to join Tesco? The answer is simple. I was

fascinated by the challenge Tesco faces. It's a challenge that

involves every single one of Tesco's colleagues. And it's this: How

do we turn Tesco from a company that runs shops, into a

company that serves people?”

Matt Davies OH 1981-88 CEO at Tesco
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News of Old Hulmeians

In March 2016, Robert Heath (1959) and his wife Linda were

exploring the Far East. At the same time as Ian Case (1960),

his wife, Susie and elder daughter, Olivia were visiting their

other daughter, Romily, in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Two OHs in Cambodia

Angor Wat Temple near Siem Reap

This was too good an opportunity to miss for a knees-up and

they met at a local restaurant. The temperature was 30° (86° in

English) and despite this Robert maintained full dress code

with his bow tie, that he often wore when not in school

uniform, and a jacket. He told us that he was trying to

improve the standard of dress of the party he was with. This

comprised of East Coast Americans; Robert has lived in New

York State for most of his working life.

L to r: Olivia Case, Susie Case, Linda Heath, Ian Case, Robert Heath, Romily Case

Reflecting of

Cambodia’s

history, the

restaurant was

run by a

Frenchman so

the food was

excellent. Robert treated everyone to a bottle of fine French

champagne and after excellent food and much more alcohol

(it is not expensive in Cambodia so why not?) they all jumped

into their respective tuc-tucs for the journey to their hotels.

Ian Case and Robert Heath

Robert Heath an
d Romily Case



So time win UK

was restricted. We

have a small

retirement flat in

Macclesfield,

where we stay

when we come

“home”. This year it will be September, and it would be great to

meet up and chat. Once again, thanks for your e note.

Warmest wishes, John.

I.B. replied:

Great to hear from you . You have obviously lived a fascinating

and varied life with lots of travel. In contrast Liz and I still live in

the same house after 50 years and I still live in Stretford my

home for 76 yrs. I ended up as a local GP and Occupational

Health physician to the Trafford Group of Hospital + Medical

politics over 35 years.

We had a holiday home in Wales for over 37 years which we sold

a year ago as we went less and less due to travels to Oz and other

places after I retired in 2000.

We have 2 married daughters and 5 grandchildren. 2

granddaughters in Sale M/c and 3 grandsons in OZ who play a

mixture of football and OZ rules!

David Marsden says that the OHA are hoping to arrange a

dinner at WHGS in September and will try and get a group of

our years together. We will see how it works out. Will keep in

touch. I have let Terry Craven see your e-mail as he lives in

Tasmania and was a GP in Hobart.

Best wishes, Ian.

News of Old Hulmeians

Agroup that left WHGS in 1958/59 met for the first time

since leaving school at the King’s Head, Macclesfield in

September 2016.

Howard Stockwell, Ian Birtwistle, Jonny Wright, David

Marsden and Peter Geddes shared a meal, a few pints and

many memories.

The e-mails prior to their meeting indicate the very varied

paths they took after they left WHGS.

Ian Birtwistle to Jonny Wright:

I received an e-mail from David Marsden asking if I knew John

Wright from WHGS. I am presuming that you are the Jonny

Wright who I spent 2 years in 1957-1958 holding up in the front

row of the WHGS XV when I was loose head prop and you were

hooker?

Delighted to hear of your existence in South Africa and that you

will be in UK in September. We like travel very much but have not

been to SA. We know Australia very well where we have family.

Perhaps you could confirm you are our famous “hooker Jonny”

for identification!

A reply from J.W:

Dear Ian,

Great to hear from you and yes you have the ID correct, it is

indeed I whom you propped up!!

Don’t know why such a long time has passed without contacting

any “old Boys”, but have lived mostly outside the UK since

school.

I completed 25 years in the colonial police, mainly in West

Africa, but with a short spell in Papua, after which I spent a year

in Oz on a sabbatical!

I was married in Sierra Leone and my wife, Suad, is Lebanese.

We bought a house in Macclesfield and my son, Rick went to

King’s school, carrying on the tradition and playing for north of

England schools.

After retiring from the police I worked for Beecham in Nigeria

and later Invergordon Distillers in Edinburgh during which time

we lived in west, south and central Africa, India and Lebanon!

The Class of 1958/59

Dave Marsden and Peter Geddes

Jonny Wright and Howard Stockwell
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Dear Ian,

Thanks for your e note, really good to catch up!

You will have to work hard to catch me up!! We have 14

grandchildren and 15 great grand children! scattered across

Africa and the Middle East! All the girls went to American

University during the good old days in Beirut, Now we have

grandchildren working in Kenya, Ghana, guinea Bissau Angola,

Lebanon, Jordan, and Dubai, so when we travel we get spoilt!!

The only other compatriot I remember in Stretford was one Don

Price, he lived somewhere between the station and Longford

Park. I do also hear infrequently from Michael Hemmerdinger,

he was a pharmacist and rose to the higher echelons of Boots

(before they were taken over!!!!!!) he is still on one of the

Cheshire hospital boards and lives in Chester.

I do hope the September gathering materializes but either way

we will make contact when I am over, Go well and keep in touch.

Warmest

John

P.S. Very pleased you passed our notes to Terry Craven. I

remember him very well and in fact my father was at school with

his father!! Trust more money in the medical profession than a

magnate in the soft drinks trade!!!!

John

Howard Stockwell then wrote to David Marsden:

Hi David,

Many thanks for

the e-mails, I

remember Jonny

very well. Strange

thing is I was

looking through

all my old

rubbish this

morning, looking for an old primary school photo and I came

across the Hulme rugby XV photo of 1958, and there was Jonny.

The thought crossed my mind, 'where are you now?' And I've

just opened your e-mail. 

I will certainly get in touch with him.

Howard

Howard Stockwell

Jonny Wright, Dave Marsden, Ian Birtwistle, Peter Geddes, Howard Stockwell
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W. David Cheadle 
W. David Cheadle wrote to the Headmaster in November 2016

and in subsequent correspondence with us he has offered to

write an article about his time at WHGS. 

Good Morning, Headmaster.

Seventy years ago I 'graduated' from your school without

distinction of any kind!

These were the difficult war years. The Masters were called to

serve the King, and those who tried to maintain the teaching had

been brought out of retirement!

Unfortunately, I was in the 'A' stream with all the brightest and

best who would achieve distinction through University. Being a

late starter, and with health issues, I was quite unable to keep up

with the syllabus, failing my first attempt at the Northern

Universities School Certificate Examinations which required

passes in six subjects. We studied nine subjects.

On leaving, I went into the Surveying and Valuation Profession,

eventually qualifying with an external degree equivalent. 

Twenty years after leaving I carried out a valuation of the

School.

For all my inadequacy, I gained much from my education,

including a growing appreciation of our language. The poverty of

both so much written and spoken English in these days is

regrettable.

In my gratitude, I feel sure that this Academy will grow in

eminence under your leadership.

W David Cheadle

News of Old Hulmeians



News of Old Hulmeians

Neil Tattersall (1959) sent in this photo of the 1st XI circa 1959. Back row: Mr. ‘Toddy’ Haynes, Mark, Welsby, Gallagher, Kay,
Burlington, Rule, Hayes, Mr. ‘Chas’ Morley.  Front row: Tattersall, Mitchell, Yale, Paton, Billcliffe.

Tony’s father* was the Deputy Headmaster and Head of

Mathematics at WHGS. He left in 1953 to become the

Headmaster of Ranelagh School in Bracknell, Berkshire:

the post he held until his death in 1970.

Tony only attended the Preparatory Department between 1948-

53 at which time his father moved south so he did not move on

to the main school. In 1962 he went up to Cambridge University.

The national reputation for WHGS and their excellence at

lacrosse went ahead of him. These are his recollections of how

he came to play lacrosse at university, a game that he had

never played in the Prep.

I may have told you about my lacrosse wake-up call in 1962/3.

The wind and snow came into eastern England from Siberia and

did not go away until the end of the following March.  Having

been dragged south by my Father's move, I took up hockey but

during this winter there was no hockey; no rugby etc etc.  

One night there was a knock on the door and this person said "We

have been told you played lacrosse at WHGS." to which I replied,

"I was only in the Prep".  "Exactly - so you played lacrosse.  You

are in in the College Lacrosse Team". Wot?  "The College doesn't

have a lacrosse team", I replied.  "Yes it does and you are in it."

Anyway, as a result of all this I ended up playing once - to be

forgotten - playing for Cambridge Univ. Eagles but had a settled

place in the Third Team which as it had neither existed before

(or I think since) was called the Ospreys and for some reason was

given the right to wear the Half Blues shirt.  I kept this proudly

after our defeat of Oxford 3rds 24-0 until someone nicked it.  

Sometime after that I phoned Ryder and Amies (the CU outfitters)

and asked if I could buy another Ospreys shirt.  There was a sort of

strange pause and the man asked if there was some mistake.  He

then went on to say that he didn't think such a shirt would be

likely to fit me.  Further explanation was that the CU Ladies

Lacrosse Team had taken over the name Ospreys .... not fair.�

* Tony’s father was Mr. Martin aka Beakey, Head of

Mathematics and Deputy Headmaster in 1953.

Tony Martin’s Unfounded Reputation
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Neil Tattersall recalls the 1959 1st XI



From Patrick Haynes 
Patrick Haynes was, when his work in Scandinavia allowed, a

regular attender at our London dinners. He is also known as

the son of the much admired Mr. ‘Toddy’ Haynes, Head of

Biology in the 1950-60 era,.

We lost contact with Patrick but we are pleased to report that

he recently wrote to enquire about the date of the next dinner.

A number of readers have asked of his whereabouts; we wish

him well and look forward to seeing him at the next function.

News of Old Hulmeians

As the years roll by I find I become increasingly

nostalgic. During dinner one summer evening, and

fuelled by a decent bottle of red wine, I decided I

would like to spend time in Manchester and re-trace my steps

having lived in Firswood and Chorlton-cum Hardy until 1960

at which time my father’s work brought the family to

Yorkshire. I told my son of my wishes and in October,

accompanied by him, we embarked on our day in Manchester.

It was only as we drove along the M62 that he told me he had

arranged a visit to WHGS. Having spent the morning visiting

old haunts we entered Spring Bridge Road with great

anticipation. I was not disappointed as the old building was,

on the outside, much as I remembered it. Obviously the new

structure was unfamiliar.

Having checked in we were warmly greeted by Chris Baylis. In

the foyer I found the pictorial history of the School very

interesting and was surprised to see the School had acquired

Amberleigh Preparatory School in the 1990’s. It did, however,

strengthen my link as I attended Amberleigh before starting at

WHGS in 1956.  If anybody remembers Amberleigh the

headmaster was Fred Ashcroft who eventually sold the school

to Peter Hayden and bought a hotel in Denbigh, North Wales.

On visiting Amberleigh I see the premises are now occupied

by a veterinary practice. 

Memories came flooding back as Chris showed us around the

School. I could see Mr Haynes, pipe in hand, in the Science

block, Messrs Renny and Jack Peat in the gym and Mr Faulds,

the woodwork teacher with the obligatory half finger missing,

outside what used to be the workshop. The offer of a look at

the CCF premises was declined as recollections of camp at

Kimnel Park near Rhyl still give me nightmares!

Inside, the nostalgia trip continued as we visited the classrooms

and School Hall. Form masters were Messrs Clews, Watkins and

the unforgettable Dr Jekny, who persevered for so long to give

me a good grounding in French.  The Head was the great Mr

Bird and during our visit to the Hall I related to Chris how, as a

pupil, I much enjoyed Founder’s Day held in Manchester

Cathedral. The highlight was the free afternoon which on one

occasion involved a visit to the Cinefone Cinema on Market

Street. This establishment was famed in the 1950/60’s for

showing foreign films of a certain genre although they would be

considered very tame by today’s standards. The cinema did,

however, prove to be the venue of choice for a significant

number of WHGS pupils, including myself, whose enjoyment of

the pleasures on screen was rudely interrupted when the screen

went blank, the house lights came on and the manager urged

anyone under 18 years of age to leave immediately as the local

constabulary were on their way. The place emptied rapidly

except for a few old gents on the front row who were totally

bemused by the goings on!   

Time does, of course, dull the memory although I do recall a

number of good school friends particularly the Swift brothers,

Peter and Brian, Marsland, Rubin, Radcliffe, Dakin and Nick

Appleyard. If you are still around – my best regards to you. My

years at William Hulme’s between 1956 and 1960 were inspiring

and the memories evoked by my visit in 2015 truly precious.

Stewart Sunman

s.sunman@btinternet.com  

WHGS Revisited
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From Dennis Pollard
Denis Pollard has written asking for any news of his

contemporaries such as Johnny Ireland and Roger Vernon

Nichols. He has managed to make contact with Barry Berkan.

Dennis was also looking for David McGlue but was saddened

to find that he had died. A brief notice appears in the

obituaries.



News of Old Hulmeians

Rodney Linford
Rodney Linford writes from Florida

I have just received the Old Hulmeian’s Newsletter for 2015.

It is a tour de force!

There were many articles and photographs that attracted my

interest, not the least the hirsute Editor.  

The Prep School picture of 1947/48 was of special interest; I am

less sure about the 1946/7 year.   I was born in 1942 and may not

have been there yet.   I believe I was the one standing on the first

step at the left with a pudding-basin haircut, with Alan

Chesworth and Christopher Mark just below and left on the

ground.   Richard “Dicky” Bird is in the front row. In the lighter

shorts and sandals.  Is that Colin Beattie to his right?   I think I

can see Rogers and one or two others of my age group.

The article about “Pecker” Williams brought back memories of

tedious music programmes in the basement listening to long

dreary symphonies on a record player.  Curiously I learned to

love classical music at the Hallé Orchestra, the St Louis

Symphony and now the Sarasota Orchestra.   What was most

memorable were the Gilbert and Sullivan operas he directed.

I was a soprano, tenor and baritone in Princess Ida, Ruddigore

and The Gondoliers, as I remember.   I was also stage manager

for The Gondoliers and had to duck off the stage to roll in the

gondola!   I also have a recollection of performing a tremulous

solo of the Boar’s Head Carol in St Anne’s Church one

Christmas!

Pictures of tennis teams and lacrosse teams also bring back

memories.    The star of our tennis VI was my friend Maurice

Kay who may be sitting lower left in the upper picture of page 37.

He ascended to the UK Court of Appeals, has a knighthood and

is on the Privy Council.   Christopher Cook was another member

and I filled the last place (I am not in the picture which might be

the 1960 VI).   A physics teacher, Mr. Arthur Kirkham was our

staff manager.    I only made the second lacrosse team, but that

was enough to play for Oxford and captain the team in my final

year.   That brings me to the picture of Alistair Pitty who was a

couple of years ahead of me at Oxford, but we both played on the

Oxford/Cambridge Lacrosse team that toured the eastern US

universities in 1961, winning 3 (or 5?) of 8 matches, as I

remember.   Please give Alistair my regards.   Does he remember

the night at Morrey’s with the Wiffenpooks, the Yale Glee Club.

(Please see the article about this lacrosse tour –Editor)

Living in Western Florida as I do will likely keep me away from

the golf and social events you organize in 2015/16, but please

give my regards to that amazing group of WHGS men who left

school in 1959/60/61.    It was a great group.   I have fond

memories of Graham Geary, Maurice Kay and Mike Kerr who

were my closest friends in school, and with whom I am loosely in

touch. 

Keep up the good work.

Rodney Linford Ph.D.

1947-1960

Robert Dick 
From Robert Dick 1963

Robert Dick, aged 71, has written to ask about his fellow

pupils who left WHGS in the early 1960s. In particular he

asked about Michael Homer but we had to inform him that,

sadly, he died at the time of Robert’s letter. He also asked

about Duncan Murray who was also a member of the Ist XV.

Please contact the editor if you have an information about

either of these OH’s. Robert would like to contact Mike

Homer’s family.
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The 2015 London OHA biennial dinner was held at The

Naval Club on November 13th.  Fifty seven OHs

attended and this was a record turnout for London.

There was a good representation of O.H.s from Manchester

and environs which is always appreciated and Anthony (aka

Keith) Burling came from Yorkshire, Syd and Gerda Fewster

from North Wales and Keith Lodge from Illinois

Many OHs took advantage of the rooms at the Naval Club

some staying overnight and others made a long weekend

break staying three nights. This contributed to what many said

was one of the best London dinners for some years because

the Naval Club is in the heart of Mayfair and so much of the

West End, Piccadilly, St James and other London offerings are

within walking distance.

Our introduction to the club was Captain Victor Lucas RN DL

(1960) and he was our guest speaker. He was accompanied by

his wife, Diana. When Victor left WHGS he went to Britannia

Royal Naval College, Dartmouth.

Diana also has connections with the school in that her

grandfather was Aci Barber, the school bursar during the mid

1900s. Mr. Barber was a formidable influence in national

lacrosse circles and also in shaping the life of the school. Diana

is a former pupil of Withington Girls’ School with whom

W.H.G.S. had joint orchestral and debating evenings during

her time.

Strictly speaking, Diana and Victor were not our guests

because as High Sherriff of Cambridgeshire, neither Victor

nor Diana is allowed to accept any gifts so they insisted on

paying for themselves! Victor looked resplendent, if a little

warm, in his High Sheriff’s Court Dress.

After drinks in the downstairs bar, the OHs all climbed the

impressive staircase and assembled in the magnificent, heavily

draped dining room. Claire Venables started off the formal

evening by saying grace and during dinner we had our usual

toasts.  John Boardman explored the ‘Pious Memory of

William Hulme’. Was it Hulme’s memory that is pious or the

man himself, he asked? Ken Rivett proposed a toast to ‘The

Queen, the Duke of Lancaster’, explaining why H.M. was

termed a Duke in Lancashire and we all stood to drink to her.

Victor Lucas later suggested that because we were in what was

in effect a Naval Wardroom, the proper form would have been

to remain seated!

2015 London OHA Biennial Dinner  
November 13th, The Naval Club

On a more poignant note, Guy Cowan preceded his toast to

‘Absent Friends’ with a touching eulogy to his school friend

and frequent attender at the London dinners, Jeremy

McMullen, who died all too young. He described Jeremy’s

determination in all that he did, from rugby to lacrosse and

especially in his academic work that took him to Brasenose

College, Oxford and then into the legal profession. (An

obituary for Jeremy appears elsewhere). 

The tables were named after five OHs: Colin Stansfield Smith,

Mike Lord, Phil Brown, Alan Godson and Peter Coslett.

During a light hearted break in the meal, a bottle of Berry

Brothers and Rudd wine was offered to the first answer to

each of two questions:

What do these OH’s have in common?

Answer: They all participated in sport to at least county level.

Which one of these OHs won the most senior honours, at what

level and in what sport?

Answer: Phil Brown who won three world dinghy sailing

championships.

The person who suggested Phil Brown admitted it was a guess;

he couldn’t say in what sport or to what level. The MC

generously awarded the prize anyway only to, even more

generously, have it returned; the person who won it was going

out on the town after the dinner and couldn’t carry it round

London!

Caroline Munro and Alan Barker

11Old Hulmeians 2016
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Colin Stansfield Smith Cricket

Cambridge University and Lancashire

Mike Lord Rugby

Cambridge University and England Schools

Alan Godson Rugby

Manchester RUFC and Lancashire 

Peter Coslett Rugby

Broughton Park RUFC and Lancashire

Phil Brown Sailing

World Dinghy Championships 

Victor Lucas spoke about his time at school

when he was RSM in the cadets. He went on

to the Royal Naval College at Dartmouth.

He observed that while some of the boarding school entrants

dropped out, not one of the grammar school entrants failed.

He speculated that this may have been because “we valued our

education more highly.”

The Navy then sent Victor to Cambridge where he didn’t play

lacrosse, as was expected of every Old Hulmeian, but he rowed

because that was expected of the naval undergraduates, and

when he went to visit Diana’s lacrosse keen family, he had

some explaining to do before he won her hand.

Victor specialised in submarines and stood by HMS Renown,

a Polaris S/M building in Birkenhead.  A few months later

Renown was undertaking her missile training and test firing at

Cape Kennedy at the same time as Apollo 11, the first landing

on the moon, was launched only two miles away..  A few days

later HMS Renown was dived close off shore and prepared to

launch her (unarmed) missile.  With less than a minute to go

before the missile launch the firing was delayed by half an

hour.  An operator on a radar monitoring station in the Pacific

had realised that HMS Renown’s missile going up would be

within a square mile of Apollo 11 returning to earth.  You

cannot rely totally on technology to give you all the answers.

During the cold war the RN submarines used their state of the

art, anti-detection equipment to creep up behind the Russian

submarines and take photos of the enemy’s

latest technology. Although the British

submarines were only ten feet away and had

floodlights illuminating the underside of the

Soviet submarine, the Russians were unaware.

Some years later, when Victor was in Command of

HMS Collingwood the major naval training

establishment, he met the Russian Naval Attache

who was a senior submariner. On enquiring about

his rôle, Victor was told that he too had been in

submarines and he proceeded to tell Victor much more than

he should have known about Victor’s naval career and some of

the submarine operations in which he had been involved.

“What makes you think this information is correct?” asked

Victor. “Simple,” replied the Russian, “We had our men sitting

quietly, just listening, in the pubs in Plymouth!”

Victor finished his speech by proposing a toast the Old

Hulmeians’ Association and the MC thanked him on their

behalf and concluded the formal part of the evening. 

The bar remained open for quite some time thereafter.

Thanks to Alan and Zoe Barker (nee Bryans) for the

photographs.

Victor Lucas

'Phil Brown' table
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Gareth Morgan Graham Steinsberg

Jack Edwards, Geoff Bingham

Keith Lodge, Chrs Bryans Ken Rivett
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Chris Hammond, Dave Higginson, Mike Kerr and Ken Rivett Colin Beattie, Victor Lucas, John Vose

David Hulme and Alan Barker

Geoff Bingham, Jack Edwards, Alan Barker.

Diana Lucas, Chris and Pam Bryans

Chris Bryans, Jack Edwards, Richard Cowan, Geoff Bingham

Claire Venables, Vernon Lord, Paul Hope, Nicola Cross,
Mr Chris Bryans, Matthew Hargreaves

Michael Burns, Jenny Bennet, John Bennet, Keith Lodge
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'Alan Godson' table

'Colin Stansfield Smith' table

'Mike Lord' table

‘Peter Coslett' table



Tennis at WHGS

Back row: Anon, D Smithson, J.Hill, Mr S.A. Kirkham (coach).

Front row: D. Sugden, J.C Wright, M.Kay, D Moore.

This would have been one of the first seasons at WHGS for

tennis, the courts having recently been built in the grounds of

the Headmaster’s old Victorian house on Wilbraham Road.

1983 Tennis 1st 
VI

1979 Tennis Ist VI
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Hulmeian’s Cross Country
Season 2014-2015

We have had our normal monthly meets from Lyme

Westpark Gate on the second Sunday of each

month at 11 am.  The route has remained basically

the same for almost 20 years.  Variations occur due to weather

conditions and personal fitness.  Lyme Park is a lovely place

and route variations are easily made.  We always round things

off with refreshment in The Boar’s Head, Higher Poynton.

Our numbers have reduced and only 4 or 5 people are coming

regularly.Realistically, it is now difficult to consider the cross-

country group as a section of the Old Hulmeians Association.

Attendees during the year have been John Wright, Mavis and

Bryan England, Malcolm Booker, Chris and Pam Bryans, Zoe

Barker and Paul Marlton.

There is no doubt that our monthly meets will continue, but it

would be good if some new Hulmeians came along.  We need

a new person or persons to take things over in its present form

or a new one.

You may have read in the OHA Newsletter 2015 that Hardraw

Old Schoolhouse (as it is now named) is still available as a

bunkhouse.  Could there be a surge of interest to recreate

some of the many wonderful weekends we have had there

from years 2000 to 2013 ?  As things stand at present, I am

unable to take a leading role in this. Suggestions are welcome.

Paul Marlton Tel: 01625 441700

Email:marlton.p.k@btinternet.com

Chris Wright (WHGS 1948-60) sent this photograph of the

1960 tennis team.

We have also received two photographs of the 1979 and 1983

tennis teams. Our apologies for the lack of names.
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OHAGS
SEASON 2016
Ascension Day
Davyhulme Park Golf Club
Thursday 5th May 2016
For a second year, our traditional Ascension Day meeting was

held at Davyhulme Park G C, once again in glorious sunshine,

with the course in marvellous condition. Whilst it is sad in

some ways to have left whatever spiritual home the OHAGS

might have had at Chorlton GC, at least the tradition of

playing on Ascension Day has been honoured again, and

certainly DPGC looked after us in fine style, as the Captaincy

was handed over by David Marsden to our new skipper,

former teacher, Head of Maths and Heywood Housemaster at

the School, Malcolm Booker.

Captain’s Putter proudly accepted by Mr Malcolm Booker

Twenty four members made up a field with handicaps ranging

from single figures to the high twenties. All three competitions

were fiercely and closely contested with a three way tie for the

best gross (Vlies Cup) and a two way tie in the Merchant Cup,

having to be settled by card play-offs. 

Ed Mellor prevailed in the Vlies Cup with a commendable

gross 80, having played the back nine in 38 shots and put his

name on the premier trophy once more.

Andy Veitch was second, and Andy Daley was the unluckiest

of the top three with this score, finishing with no silverware at

all, as he was beaten into third place in the Vlies Cup, but also

into fourth place in the best net competition. 

Ed Mellor, winner of the Vlies Cup

Andy McLaren wandering through the cherry blossom, making a sortie onto
an adjoining fairway to join Andy Veitch, briefly.

The Merchant Cup, for the best Stableford score for players

with handicaps of 16 and above, was also decided by a card

play-off. Tony McGlue, who  came second in the Bradbury,

was also pipped in the Merchant, this time by Trevor Picken

who had a slightly better back nine, both of them carding an

excellent 43 points. 

But Andy Veitch managed the consolation of achieving the

best net score, to make up for narrowly missing out on the

Vlies Cup, and his net 62, playing off a handicap of 18, not

only won him the Bradbury Cup but also a letter to the

Handicaps Chairman at Hale Golf Club !! Tony McGlue,

Trevor Picken, Tony Rodgers and Andy Daley also had

commendable under-par net scores.
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Merchant Cup winner, Trevor Picken

Ed Mellor (standing) comes to join Trevor Picken, Brian Collier and Tony
Martin, to see if they could beat his gross 80. (They couldn’t.)

However, it must be noted, however, that none of the winners

could match Denis Mallalieu’s back nine score of 22 points -

but then nobody else managed to get below his front nine

score either !!

Gavin Cleary and Nathan Ridings stop to pose between looking for balls.

Other competitors, this year, not already mentioned were,

Andrew MaBernard Kumeta, Brian Collier, David Schofield,

Gavin Cleary, Malcolm Davies, Mark Holland, Nat Ridings,

Paul Hunt, Peter Grossman, Peter Veitch, and Tony Martin.

New Captain, Malcolm Booker wonders how long he can sit in front of an
empty glass before Tony Rodgers, Denis Mallalieu, or David Homer will buy
him a beer.

Next year’s Ascension Day event will indeed be on Ascension

Day, on Thursday May 25th, and will once again be at

Davyhulme Park Golf Club. Hopefully, if (as usual) he is in

the prizes again, Andy Veitch’s jacket will be back from the dry

cleaners by then.

Andy Veitch, Bradbury Cup winner, tries to explain why he has not brought
his jacket.

OHAGS SEASON 2016
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OHAGS SEASON 2016

North v South Match
The Cotswolds Club
Wednesday 22nd June 2016
Numbers were slightly down this year after 2015’s turn-out

when we had 20 players making up the teams competing for

the Mather Shield.  And the weather looked less than

promising as 15 players assembled for a light lunch (too many

chips !!!)

However, although the drizzle that accompanied us as we

began our round, gradually abated, it had left the fairways

without their usual run, and the greens far from the slick

putting surfaces that have become accustomed to finding at

Chipping.

We welcomed five debutants to the North/South fixture, as

former PE Teacher, Gary Moss, and Graham Steinsberg, Rod

Paley and Neil Withington, swelled Neil Watson’s  Southern

ranks. The Northern hardcore of Barnes, Swann, Marsden,

Shaw, and Booker arrived a day early to sample the Hooky

Bitter and arborial delights of the Wychwood Golf Club on

the Tuesday, along with our final debutante, Brian Collier, and

Ian Jordan.

Bernard Kumeta had a terrific back 9, scoring 20 points, to

come in with a total of 36, but this was only good enough to

claim second spot. And it was Ian Jordan playing off 10, who

went round in 78, collecting 39 Stableford points on the way,

who came first.

L to R; Gary Moss, Phil Hallworth, Bernard Kumeta and Malcolm Booker.

The golf proved testing and tee shots on the fairway were

rewarded, as the rough, though not as deep as in some years,

was wet and clinging (and costly).

There were some commendable scores with Neil Withington

and David Marsden carding 33 points each to tie in third

place, in the individual competition. 

L to R: Individual prize winner, Ian Jordan (39 points), with Paul Swann,
Dave Barnes and OHAGS debutant Neil Withington.

The Team Competition was close, as usual. The South had 8

players and with an aggregate points total of 222, had a Team

Average Score (calculated by the Duckworth-Mather method,)

of 27.75. However, the North’s magnificent seven had a total

of 200 points giving them an Average of 28.57 to retain the

Mather Shield by a margin of less than one point. If seven of

the South Team could have managed just one more point

each, they would have done enough to take the honours !!

The re-branded Cotswolds Club, with its hotel and corporate

feel, looked after us well, and were very accommodating in the

face of an unfortunate late cry-off. The shaky transition

period after it went bust and was re-launched, seems to be

over, and they have things well-organised again, although the

bar prices are not quite what they used to be…… Unless

members feel strongly about moving we will be looking to

play the fixture there again next year. Please do let me know

your thoughts on this (and on any other OHAGS matters that

might be exercising you).
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Hopefully if some of the regulars who could not make it this

year, are available in 2017, we can look forward to an even

better turn-out, - hopefully with the more traditional June

weather that we have come to expect in the Cotswolds !!  I

anticipate that the 2017 N v S Match will be on Wednesday June

21st, the actual summer solstice and longest day of the year.

Please put the date in your diary now, to save disappointment.

Captain’s Day
Romiley Golf Club
Friday 9th September 2016
Malcolm Booker’s first Captains Day saw the OHAGS

competing at the lovely Romiley course for the first time, and

a lovely September afternoon. A decent turn-out of 25

members was treated to well-defined fairway and lovely greens

on the course, and most hospitable staff and members in the

clubhouse. And, we were delighted to welcome two more

debutants to the OHAGS ranks in Paul Rudkin and Craig

Willett, both of whom contributed to bringing the average

Society age down a little !! 

The Skipper decided to enliven proceedings with a Yellow Ball

team competition, with three man teams, two to score on each

hole, one of which had to be the eponymous primrose pill.

Each player took in turns to play a hole with the gilded orb, in

strict rotation, attempting to nurse a yellow ball round the

course, as losing it meant only one player scoring on each

hole, subsequently.

The lowish team scores was thus reflected in the lack of yellow

balls returned afterwards, Paul Rudkin, Andy Daley and Gary

Moss managed to avoid the wooden spoon on a card play-off,

leaving last year’s skipper, David Marsden and his team mates

Malcolm Davies and Ian Birtwistle with that dubious

honour…… , with Iain Shaw, Paul Swann (playing again for

the first time after his new-knee surgery) and Tony McGlue

edging ahead of them, but behind Team McLaren with Steve

and Andy McLaren joined by Gwyn Jones, and ahead of them

Craig Willett, Bernard Kumeta and Ian Jordan.

In third place Tony Bradley, Peter Grossman and Tony Martin

lost out narrowly on a card play-off to Brian Collier, Jim

Wilde and Mark Holland, but the winning team, one point

ahead of them, comprised Cam McDiarmid, Paul Hunt and

Hector Bickerton.

OHAGS SEASON 2016

The assembled company were both delighted and surprised to

find that the Individual Winner of the Captains Cup with an

excellent 36 points, after a blistering back nine, on a very

testing course, was Jim Wilde. 

Craig Willet won the Longest Drive with a cracking effort on

the 17th, but the testing 10th hole proved too much for the

Nearest the Pin efforts of the OHAGS members. Not one

player managed to hold the green on this 200 yard downhill

par three and the prize will be carried over to the 17th green at

Davyhulme next Ascension Day.

We were delighted to have the company of Terry Corfield,

presently hors de combat, who not only encouraged us all as

we teed off the 10th, but generously paid for the wine for the

evening. We, naturally, used it to drink his health and wish

him a good recovery

Our thanks are due to our Captain, Malc Booker for his

generosity in providing all the prizes, and for the excellent

entertainment afterwards when played his concertina. This

encouraged Arthur Collier to provide some Lancashire folk

memories with a rendition of “Down Behind the Gasworks”,

and Messrs Wilde and Shaw managed a near perfect rendition

of “Albert and the Lion” between them. If Mr Collier has his

way, he will convince Mr Booker that some sort of

entertainment of this kind ought to bea part of next year’s

Captains Day post-golf presentation fun.

Dates for the OHAGS
2017 SEASON
Thursday 25th May 2017: Ascension Day
Davyhulme Park Golf Club

Wednesday 21st June 2017: North v South
The Cotswolds Club

Wednesday 5th July 2017: Inter Old Boys
Bramhall Golf Club

Friday 8th September 2017: Captains Day
Romiley Golf Club

To play in any of the above events please contact the Hon. Secretary:

Iain J Shaw

32 Park Avenue, Sale, Cheshire, M33 6HE

Tel: 07970 981735  Email: ian.shaw@hotmail.com
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2015 Survey of OHA Members
Rick Shotton did a huge amount of work in compiling the survey
of OH’s. The questionnaire was enclosed in the 2015 OHA
Newsletter.
Rick and the OHA Committee would like to thank all those who
completed and returned it.
Bisi Adeniji is the Data Assistant at WHGS and he analysed the
survey. Here are the results:
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On Monday 20 June 2016, Ian Case (Byrom 1961)

Gareth Morgan (Byrom 1962) and Mike Kerr

(Byrom 1960) together with their wives Susie, Marie

and Liz, assembled at Ian and Susie’s, Old Vicarage in

Ampfield, Hampshire, to set off for the overnight crossing from

Portsmouth to St Malo.

The spur was to take part in the two-day Tour de Bretagne for

older cars of an interesting nature and to make a holiday

around it. Pride of place went to Ian and Susie’s 1952 MG YB

saloon resplendent in black coachwork. Mike and Liz’s blue

TVR Chimaera was given age dispensation as it was deemed

“interesting”. Unfortunately Gareth and Marie’s beautiful

copper metallic Mazda MX5 was too modern to make the entry

list but they came for the holiday anyway.

Gareth’s motor consultancy “Disley Dodgy Deals” was

instrumental in helping Ian get his MG in full running order

(not mentioning the cost and we thought it was the wind

making Ian’s eyes water). Proof was, it made it to France,

completed the rally, and many more miles , without incident. It

also opened the door for Ian to engage many a French person

with his delightful version of the French language. The rest of

us merely gurgled into our beer or wine.

As well as a car expert Gareth proved to have a good turn in

unwitting double entendres (well we were in France). The first

was to reassure Ian about wheel removal by saying “I’ve got a

wheel brace but...my nuts are bigger than yours” (It’s not a male

ego competition Gareth!). One evening in France with a sunny

following day forecast for the two sports cars, he came out with

“It’s tops off tomorrow girls”. There were more but of a less

printable nature. 

Mr Toads in France
The adventures of OHs on the
“Tour de Bretagne”

Embarkation at Portsmouth was easy but we were outshone on

the quayside by a fleet of 30 vintage Rolls Royces on a similar

venture. The overnight crossing by Brittany Ferries was

excellent and to a high standard, especially the fine dining on

board. Highly recommended.

Our base around the Tour was the Hotel de L’Abbaye at Le

Tronchet, 20 miles or so south of St Malo. Some meals were

taken here but we also explored the  culinary delights of

waterside villages such as St Suliac and Preudihen by the

charming estuary of the River Rance. The wines were mainly

from the Loire region, which suited the ladies.

The first day of the Tour on 24 June began at Cancale to the

east of St Malo. Among the 32 vehicles were some superb old

British sports cars, notably Jaguar XK 140s, a 150, several MGs,

Austin Healeys and even an early Triumph Herald, complete

with rubber bumpers (Mike’s first car as it happens). 

Off we went at one-minute intervals, oldest car first, to cover

133 miles following a “Tulip” route guide. It wasn’t a

competition and coffee, lunch, and tea breaks were taken at

various interesting spots. We headed east towards Mont St

Michel and then inland, enjoying the coastal scenery and

rolling countryside. The granite stone buildings are

reminiscent of Cornwall.

Leaving the Old Vicarage
Left: Ian Case, Susie and MGYB
Centre: Mike Kerr, Liz and TVR
Right: Gareth Morgan, Marie and Mazda MX5
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Having completed a very interesting and sociable Tour, Cases

and Kerrs rejoined Morgans at L’Abbaye to enjoy three more

days of Breton hospitality before taking the daytime ferry back

to Portsmouth. Was it a divided country that awaited us?

What now for old Blighty?

Prior to the Tour we had received many an appreciative wave

from the locals. That morning however the Brexit result had

been announced. From then on we got a few rude hand

gestures. Not sure if the café prices didn’t shoot up too.

We rendezvoued at our two-night stop-over hotel in Dinan,

faces aglow from open top motoring. Dinan is a fabulous

medieaval walled town high above the gorge of the Rance.

Well worth a visit. Dinner that evening with fellow “Tourists”

was a convivial affair. The oldest participant was a seasoned 92

year old and a most interesting and lively character.

Hotel de L’Abbaye at Le Tronchet

Mike and Liz Kerr arrive at Pontorson near Mont St Michel for a coffee break.

Chateau de Caradeuc

The following morning we set off to cover 116 miles to the

north and west of St Malo. During the two days of the Tour

Gareth and Marie took themselves off in a westerly direction,

finding some beautiful coastal scenery and chateau

accommodation. Mazda owners do themselves well.

Following the Case’s MG down the quiet side roads of France at

35mph was like looking at an old film and bygone times; very

relaxing and quite charming. The TVR is a noisy beast and felt

somewhat intrusive amongst this calm, unhurried way of life.

And it doesn’t like speed bumps (every French town tries to

outdo its neighbours in the cliff-like severity  of its traffic

calming) and it bottomed out a few times – too fast Kerr!

Whatever, it was stirring to sail up the approaches and past the

HMS Victory, flagship of the British fleet. A nice end to a fine

holiday in very good company

Mike Kerr (1960)

Portsmouth June 20th. Ian's MG dwarfed by 1920s Rollers

Susie Case was given this bunch of roses by a Frenchman.

"I wonder if will start?" It did.

A well earned dinner at Pointe du Grouin near St Malo
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Oxford/Cambridge USA
Lacrosse Tour circa 1960
Rodney Lindford (1959) has written to us about his experiences

at school (News from OHs) and then at Oxford University and

in particular a Combined Universities lacrosse tour to North

America. Alistair Pitty (1951-59) was prompted to add his

account. What follows is a compilation of their memories. The

one armed goalkeeper referred to on their team was, despite his

disability, also a fine prop forward who played for Cheadle

Hulme School in many matches against WHGS.

We tried to obtain some photos from the estate of one of the

team, but these were not forthcoming. If anyone has any, or any

other stories of the trip, then please send them to the editor.

R.L.  I only made the second lacrosse team at WHGS, but that

was enough to play for Oxford and captain the team in my

final year.   That brings me to the picture of Alistair Pitty in

last year’s magazine; he was a couple of years ahead of me at

Oxford, but we both played on the Oxford/Cambridge

Lacrosse team that toured the eastern U.S. universities in 1961,

winning 3 (or 5?) of 8 matches, as I remember.  Does Alistair

remember the night at Morrey’s with the Wiffenpooks, the

Yale Glee Club?

A.P.  We sang songs with the Wiffenpoofs, an exclusive

drinking school at Yale, whose harmonised theme song was

"We're poor little lambs who've lost their way", in a bar

subdivided into alcoves. Dave Wilkinson, ex MGS, keep

shouting, “Sing us another song, ‘Poofs’ ”. 

R.L.  That night at Morey’s was my nineteenth birthday and

the Green Cup stalled on my lips to an extended chorus of

“It’s love, it’s love, it’s love that makes the world go round”.

They were determined to get me drunk….and they succeeded.   

A.P.  Although it is a minor sport in the US, lacrosse was quite

well supported in the north-eastern States. 

After refuelling at Reykjavik and Goose Bay (Newfoundland),

we were greeted on landing in the US by an Indian Chief, in

full-feathered regalia. Later, in Washington, the then Vice-

President Lyndon Johnson shook us all by the hand. Possibly

we were the first European team to visit the US in post-war

years?  

One highlight of the Combined Universities tour - about

which I don't recall too much, as 'Finals' were only a few

weeks away - was that cricket was only played in summer.

Therefore, Mike Brearley (Cambridge and Middlesex wicket 

keeper) had taken up lacrosse to keep his eye in over

winter. He was so intrigued by the helmets we had to wear

that he brought a couple back to the UK, and cricket has

never been the same since. (Mike Brearley went on to

captain the England cricket team and was one of the great

cricket tacticians of his day – Editor)

The backbone of the team was the Rhodes scholars from

the US military, so we played the US Army at West Point,

and certainly lost 10 - 4 in a match in Baltimore, with a

crowd of over 10,000. A WHGS feature was that the

"Combined" team included Doug Hague from Leicester,

and also a couple of experienced guests.

The top team we played in Baltimore was "John Hopkins".

Think we beat Harvard or Yale or MIT, but can't remember

which.

The tour party also included, from Cambridge, WHGS

Kevin 'KS' Williams, Head Prefect 57-58. His mother

donated blue 'Seercraft' shirts to us all, from her factory in

Clitheroe, and might have included cash, too. I think it was

she who compiled a comprehensive scrapbook of the tour,

of which KS was very proud. I don't know if his widow (or

daughter) might have kept it. 

I recall the US football match as I was intrigued that one of

the players was called Park Plank. We visited a sorority too,

where girls could only sit on knees with a telephone

directory in place.

I have one B&W action photo from John Hopkins,

scoreboard in the background and somewhere one at West

Point. I have dozens of 35 mm slides, again somewhere,

including one of our coach (bus), with Doug in the

foreground. 

Goalie Terry's surname was Allsop, from Cheadle Hulme.

He was stopped at customs at the NY airport. "Hi guy,

where's your arm?" 

Our team coach was called Dickie Zimmerman. There was

a fourth OH, former OULC captain in my first year, Jack

Robertson. His comments at Goose Bay were hilarious. A

key social event was afternoon tea at Thomas Jefferson's

Place, Montevideo, in Virginia. The hosts assumed we'd like

a cup of tea, served from a giant silver teapot. 
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I have one B&W action photo from John Hopkins, scoreboard

in the background and somewhere one at West Point. I have

dozens of 35 mm slides, again somewhere, including one of

our coach (bus), with Doug in the foreground. 

R.L. The trip was largely paid for by private funds, including

the players and free lodging at US colleges.   I was the last

player selected as a freshman mid-fielder, probably because I

was such an active fundraiser!

I don’t remember playing John Hopkins, but we used their

field as a base in Baltimore.    I think they were probably too

good!   My list of the eight fixtures is Washington and Lee,

William and Mary, University of Virginia, Holy Cross,

Harvard, Yale, MIT, West Point, but I could be wrong.   I no

longer have any pictures.

Given that this tour was over 50 years ago, I don’t have many

other memories, except that we were a squad of 15 and by the

He writes, “I think that this was taken on the top of Ingleborough during a junior school camp. These early colour photos are not as

crisp as old b&w. The staff at the front are myself, Ian Boustead, Brian Proudlove, ?, and Chris Bryans.

I am sorry that I cannot remember any of the names of pupils. Perhaps your readers may remember.”

We are happy to pass on any readers’ recollections to Mr. Phillips.

Yorkshire Dales School Trip 1964

end of the three-week tour of several states, we had only about

a dozen players fit enough to take the field.   When we played

at West Point they had a squad in excess of 50 and fresh

players kept pouring onto the field.   I also recollect that we

watched an American Football spring game at Virginia (my

first such experience) and we toured the fraternity houses on

campus on yet another alcoholic night.

I think Alistair’s account is accurate in that he, Doug and I

were the only OHA players on the team.   There were several

MGS men too, and the one-armed goalkeeper, Terry.   

After the notorious night at Moreys someone got me onto an

Icelandic Air DC-6B, four-engine turboprop aircraft for a trip

to Prestwick via Reykjavik for the trip home.

Sometime later, in London, we fielded an English University to

play the Australians and some of the US squad played in that

game. 

Former master, Mr. Geoff Phillips, has been having a sort out during his retirement and he came across this photo of a school

camp in the Yorkshire Dales.  
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Drifting Happily to the Less
by Dave Walsh, 1952 -1960. Gaskell. Born 1941 Isle of Man.

Well, I did hang about Manchester for a while after leaving

school in 1960.  Just long enough to survive the course in

medicine at the University of Manchester.  During this I spent

some time in the 9th Manchester Regiment at Ashton-under-

Lyme and kept in touch with folk like John Temple, Colin

Bond, Pete Brisbourne and Pete Headey and supplementing

my student grant  with the Queen’s shillings.  However, I found

the most novel entertainment to be meeting girls (largely

denied to me during our sheltered days at school). So by 1964 I

was married to Mo, who caught my eye during fresher’s week

and turned out to be a medical student too. By 1965, when we

qualified, we both agreed that anywhere but Manchester would

be good and we did our house jobs in Newport, South Wales,

where we had a little

spare time to further

our explorations of

the UK countryside.

During that time I

was persuaded to

further my interest

in Pathology by

taking an SHO

post at the

London Hospital

(before it was

Royal).  There I saw some of the worst medicine I had

experienced so far and felt thoroughly abused by the poor

treatment of junior doctors in the metropolis, mostly by

people in prestigious positions, who lacked humanity in my

humble opinion.  So I quickly left for Cardiff, where I was able

Mo and Dave Walsh

Prefects 1959. Dave Walsh back row 2nd from right

Do you fancy penning a few lines about life in

northern Scotland for the OH Newsletter  that I

edit? So began Ian Case’s  overture to an ex-

Hulmeian, who thought he had migrated far enough to  lose

all contact with his now very old classmates.

to further my studies with more humane colleagues and develop

my interest in biochemistry and its application to medicine.

The next stop was back to Manchester to a position in the

Stopford building at the University, where I was to greet Tom

Venables’ father every morning.  I was mainly doing post-

mortems and histopathology at this time and was intrigued by the

developing techniques of staining living cells to reveal

biochemistry actually happening at microscopic level.   I also

spent time down at Manchester Royal Infirmary brushing up my

general and specialist pathological knowledge in preparation for

the membership of the College of Pathologists first part exam.

Once that was conquered I switched to a senior registrar post in

the Clinical Chemistry department in MRI and after a few very

enjoyable years became a fully paid up member of the College.

During that time I became better acquainted with computer

capture of data, which was a useful skill to learn so early and also

did quite a lot of work in toxicology and drug monitoring.

From then on I was a relatively rare bird and in increasing

demand because of the shortage of chemical pathologists.  We

were also pretty tired of Manchester again and determined to go

somewhere with a challenging atmosphere and some decent

scenery nearby.   So, most industrial cities in England were off

my list and after a short period of prospecting I transported my

wife and two daughters to Dundee, where they were just about to

open Ninewells hospital,  a brand new Teaching hospital. 
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Then I retired properly and we both went off for a long

holiday exploring New Zealand and then began to learn new

skills, such as local history research and archaeology, writing

books , badger surveying and photographing Scotland and

anywhere else the whim took us.  I noticed a lot of reference in

the OH magazine to the oft quoted belief that school was the

best time of one’s life.  Don’t you believe it; they are just

trying to prevent you from

knowing about the pleasure of

retirement.

To finally return to the subject of

the frozen North, I have never

found Nanouk or Eskimo Nell

yet, but it’s by far the best bit of

the UK, but don’t tell everyone

or they will all be up here.  I

have met very few Mancunians

since I came up here to live

and even less old Hulmeians.  But I

occasionally correspond with Roger

Brian, John Vose, Pete Headey and Pete Brisbourne, though

quite a lot of that is laced with smutty jokes.  It seems to be

common in OHs of my vintage to enjoy a laugh at the expense

of the rest of the world and I value the cynical scepticism I

learnt at the old school.

Frozen North

We like it up here so much that we are about to move even

further north, to the Black Isle near Inverness.   I know there is

less smoke around down there nowadays, but we now feel as if

our souls shrivel whenever we go south.  The air here is worth

breathing and I hope we get the chance for a few years yet.

The Black Isle

One of my first tasks was to educate my clinician colleagues

about  SI units and ensure that they made no clinical mistakes

when the familiar assay results changed their values and units.

This was a high profile campaign and had to involve

clinicians, GPs, nurses , dieticians, laboratory staff etc.   It

turned out to be an excellent way to get to know everyone in

Tayside and we were so successful that our expertise was

sought from all over Scotland and even in a few places in

England.

A few years later I took advantage of a staff

interchange with the University of Alberta and

shipped the whole family over to Edmonton for a

year.  We made lots of friends over there and,  once

my teaching duties in the two University semesters

were completed, even managed to see a swathe of

Canada and the USA.  Were we tempted to stay?  No,

but I loved the folk I worked with and enjoyed their

refreshing lack of stuffiness and their “can do”

attitude to problems, however,  I was wedded to the

ethos of the NHS and didn’t like the market forces

driving the North American health service.

So back to Dundee, without my tie and suit, which I rejected

long before the custom of dressing down was discovered in

the southern counties.  Within two years the Thatcher

government was trying to liken the NHS to a grocery chain

and we were suffering pressure to provide services along the

so- called Sainsbury model.  From then on I watched the

service suffer death by a thousand financial cuts, be forced to

adopt all sorts of useless quasi-business techniques and to

reach such a state of professional impediment that I decided

that early retirement was the best option.  I  went back to

work  next day then spent  five years back working on various

task-oriented  jobs, such as the medical research ethics

committee, managing a resource management project in Perth

and, most enjoyable of all, helping develop a new medical

course in Dundee, where problem-based learning became

more important than didactic teaching and the students  were

encouraged to find out whatever they  needed to solve the

medical problem.

I had some experience of this approach because I had gone

over to McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario while I had

been in Canada, to absorb the details of course they were

using for medicine. 

Dave Walsh enjoying the
 local view
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Sennybridge …
A short story by D.L Worthing 1965 

In 1961 and again in 1962 the annual camp for the school

C.C.F. was held at Sennybridge in South Wales, which was

then and remains now a fully operational training camp for

the regular army.  It is situated in the valley of the river Usk and

the camp entrance is via a bridge from the main roadway out of

the village.  The camp proper occupies the rising ground

beyond a vehicle compound and guard house to which any

visitor has to report before going about his or her business

within the camp.  

At the start of 1961 I knew none of this and had never even

heard of Sennybridge.  For me Sennybridge was the place

where annual camp would be held that summer and the

question I had to consider was whether I wanted to go.  And as

a feckless fourteen year old that consideration did not exactly

weigh heavily.  Going to army camp in South Wales would

certainly be a novelty; it promised (hopefully) to be a bit of a

lark as well; and, on the face of it, it wasn’t going to cost much

either.  On this last point my memory tells me it was no more

than one pound which now seems scarcely credible, and which,

if true, will have prompted a very positive response from my

parents who would have had to foot the bill.  In the end, and

for whatever reason, I decided to go, and a hint of what we

were in for came from the commanding officer just before the

end of term when he briefed us on what to take with us, where

to meet etc.  If memory serves, the commanding officer in

question was Major McCullough “Taffy” Evans having recently

retired, with Captain F.J. Smith, T.D., soon to succeed to the

commandant’s job in 1962.  

And so the first tentative moves in the planned mobilisation of

W.H.G.S. C.C.F. (and my part in it) were put safely in hand.

But there was nothing tentative about the next phase, at least

not about the theory of it anyway, which went something like

this: 

09.30 hours: troop assembly, platform nine, Manchester

Piccadilly railway station (recently renamed from Manchester

London Road)

09.40 hours: parade and board awaiting train

10.00 hours: departure.  Manchester Piccadilly railway station

for Sennybridge army camp, South Wales.  

I have no precise recollection of whether the facts matched this

theory, though we did meet at Manchester Piccadilly railway

station, we did set off at a particular time and we did arrive

safely in Sennybridge.  It would be nice to think that the

mobilisation, concentration and deployment of W.H.G.S.

C.C.F. went precisely according to plan, since every military

planner appreciates the value of the railway timetable in

getting his forces to the key point of engagement with the

enemy and in sufficient numbers to ensure success – or at least

they did when Mr Morley was teaching ‘A’ level history.  But

the image I have of milling about and kindly chaos suggests a

more relaxed approach and a less apocalyptic objective.  Not

that the scene at Piccadilly Station that day was unimpressive.

We seemed to have the exclusive use of an entire platform;

khaki uniforms and kit bags were all over the place; order and

instructions were being barked out and crates and packages

were being loaded into the guard’s van; and for any civilians

who witnessed all this I’m sure it prompted some wry smiles

and raised eyebrows.

The railway journey was long and slow and uneventful.  It was

punctuated by lengthy stops at unusual places like Sandbach

and Wem so that fellow cadets from other schools could join

us.  This was my first realisation that we were not “alone” and

that other contingents from other parts of the country were on

their way to the same destination as us.  In the event we never

came across these fellow travellers except at meal times, in the

NAAFI and watching TV in the communal TV room, the latter

activity creating a good bit of wrangling about which channel

to watch.  I remember Johnny Shorter causing a stir on one

occasion by changing channels against the wishes of almost

everyone in the room.  More on this character later.

Being only a tiny village Sennybridge is dwarfed by the big

army camp on its doorstep.  And this was clearly apparent back

then even to my undiscerning eye.  As I mentioned earlier the

camp was situated on the side of  hill.  The accommodation

comprised large huts housing twenty plus with N.C.O.s billeted

at one end and an entrance mid-way down one side.  The more

experienced among us remarked on how lucky we were to have

a roof and four walls, previous camps having been under

canvas with all that that implied.  As I remember it camp life

was quick to impose itself: up at some unearthly hour for

ablutions and breakfast parade: into our platoons and off to

the vehicle compound: onto the ubiquitous Bedford army

trucks and up into the hills.  Then it was exercises till lunch, 
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which comprised potato, stew, tea and pudding, all slopping

about in mess tins, ten minutes to let it go down and off again

into the field for more exercises.  Fortunately it didn’t rain

much while we were on exercise, but there always seemed to be

a kind of permanent dampness clinging to us, probably a result

of all that camouflage and scrambling about in the

undergrowth.  As for the exercises themselves it was always

better to be defending than attacking, and not to be the one

giving the orders, which invariably resulted in a fair degree of

confusion and a large amount of ridicule: “What did he say …?

Which farmhouse …?  How many yards …?”  Questions of

this sort at the time would be followed by much teasing and

plenty of guffaws later in the day.

In all this 1962 was very similar to 1961.  As was the time we

had off for recreation, which meant Saturday afternoon and

evening (provided all our kit was spot on for next day’s church

parade) and Sunday afternoon and evening once church

parade was over.  At this point I ought to mention who the

“we” in the narrative that follows comprised of and that this

wide cabal didn’t materialise until 1962.  Joe Street and I only

really got to know each other in form three when we had the

great good fortune to be part of 3A, the bottom stream of our

year with Mr Renny as our form master.  Joe and I and Mr

Renny got on famously.  I suppose it must have been all that

Classical Reading our form master introduced us to, and by the

year’s end, Joe and I were burgeoning classicists and thick as

thieves.  Dave Merriman was the third member of our

triumvirate, twin brother of Peter, and master of the

mysterious world of W.H.G.S. C.C.F. Signals Platoon upon

which so much of our activity as an effective fighting unit

depended.  The three of us would operate independently

during exercises and meet up afterwards in our leisure time to

analyse the day’s proceedings, a kind of war games debriefing

team.  

And like almost everyone else in our contingent the three of us

felt that the obvious place to spend Saturday afternoon and

evening was Brecon, the only town of any note for miles

around.  This meant using the local bus service which linked

Sennybridge with Llandovery to the west and Brecon itself,

nine miles distant to the east along the main A40.  Brecon is a

delightful little town with plenty of attractions.  However, we

didn’t get round to seeing the Castle, or the Cathedral, or the

Guildhall, or even the South Wales Borderers’ regimental

museum all of which we felt obliged to leave for later visits.  

For us time was of the essence and it was already mid

afternoon by the time our old fashioned bus had managed to

get us into the town centre.  So we had to concentrate on the

things that mattered: a quick look around, a quick bite to eat

and a slow easy pint in a pub.

Saturdays in small country towns tend to be busy and Brecon

that day in 1962 was very busy indeed: it seemed as if half the

county was there crammed into a haphazard jumble of

ancient buildings and narrow streets.  Our own quite sizeable

group of W.H.G.S. C.C.F. sightseers was absorbed without

difficulty into the heaving throng.  But as the thee of us made

our way towards the river, we detected a rising clamour of

familiar northern accents.  It soon became apparent what all

the fuss was about.  It turned out to be the same Johnny

Shorter who had delighted in stirring things up in the camp

TV room.  On this occasion he was causing a different kind of

stir padding in the river Usk, trousers rolled up, shoes and

socks somewhere on shore, doing goodness knows what,

under the influence of goodness knows what.

After several minutes of this river based entertainment

courtesy of Corporal Shorter we continued our little tour of

Brecon and then had something to eat.  It was at

approximately this stage in proceedings that Dave and I were

deserted by Joe who, depending on your point of view, either

trapped off with some local scrubber, or, by the suave use of

his well known charm and ready wit had attracted to his side a

pretty young local girl called Blodwyn.  So for Dave and I

there was nothing for it but to pop in somewhere for a quiet

pint.  And in the place we chose we immediately came across

Johnny Shorter and Min Morgan.  Both looked well set and

extremely comfortable; or, judging from the conversation, had

gone through the serene and jovial phases of alcoholic

consumption, and were now entering the phase of careless

abandon.  Morgan’s glass seemed never to be out of his

mouth, and Shorter was knocking back the vodka and tonics

like there was no tomorrow.  So when Joe and his girl friend of

two hours standing happened along to join us, the innuendo

and ribaldry came thick and fast.

What happened after that is not at all clear.  But I do

remember that we all managed to catch the bus back to camp

and that we all survived what can only be described as the

Johnny Shorter (yes, it’s that man again) egg inspection.

Somehow, somewhere, Shorter had acquired some eggs.

1961, 1962 and…1967?
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And for reasons but known to himself, he went round everyone

on the top deck of the bus – bottom deck too for all I know –

holding an egg to their face and asking if they were good,

making clear as he did as to what was likely to happen if they

said they weren’t.  Now this was what today’s youngsters would

call a “no-brainer”.  So you can imagine my concern when Dave

Merriman said no he wasn’t good and in so doing raised the

stakes by calling Johnny’s bluff, and leaving me anxious to avoid

any collateral damage, seated as I was within inches of the two

protagonists.  Happily the to-ing and fro-ing which followed –

reminiscent in many ways of the NATO flexible response

strategy then much talked about in military circles and which

kept Armageddon at bay in central Europe – didn’t escalate

beyond every day banter and everyone’s face was saved by our

arrival back at Sennybridge.  The sequel seemed somehow

appropriate given the previous evening’s eggy encounter: next

day Shorter discovered a sticky mess in his sports jacket pocket.

The “next day” of course was Sunday which meant church

parade in the morning and a trip to Mumbles, a well known

holiday resort just beyond Swansea in the afternoon.  I say “well

known”, but at the time I’d never heard of the place, though not

long after I got to know it well, since on leaving school I was to

spend the next four years of my life at the local University

College.  The weather was glorious.  I suppose we reached

Mumbles about mid afternoon and returned to camp in the

early evening.  In between we wandered about a bit before

coming across Langland Bay just beyond the Mumbles light

house.  Given the weather and the time of year, there were

plenty of people about.  I remember ogling some fine looking

females playing tennis before the three of us settled down to a

daft game of three card brag where the stakes were beach

pebbles and Joe seemed to win every hand.  Down on the sand

meanwhile, the more energetic among our contingent stripped

off and started a game of touch rugby with some of the locals.

Sam Wood and Alan Jackson were prominent for us, as you

might expect, but we kept clear and chose ice cream instead.

And with our return from Mumbles our week’s army camp

drew to a close.  I remember very little of the final day and our

railway journey home, or of what went on when we got off at

Piccadilly.  But with the rest of the summer holiday to look

forward to and no more early morning and no more boot

polishing, belt cleaning etc etc, it was very much a case of hello

to soft civilian life and goodbye to all that hard nosed military

discipline.

And it also meant for us, in the here and now, goodbye to

Sennybridge ’61 and Sennybridge ’62.  But before moving on

five years to Sennybridge ’67 it’s as well to mention that Joe,

Dave and myself attended two further annual camps before the

school C.C.F. link that brought us together (in khaki at least)

was broken.  The first was in 1963 when we went to Pirbright,

in Surrey, and where we showed the Guards’ division a thing or

two; the second was in 1964, when, in the manner of King

George’s redcoats, we went over the sea and far away, to

Ramsey on the Isle of Man.  After that Dave left school and I

left the corps.  This meant Joe was left to soldier on alone, as it

were, to maintain the highest traditions of the service … so to

speak.  And by 1967 our school days and our C.C.F. days were

well and truly behind us.  I was an undergraduate at University

College Swansea: Joe was on his way to becoming a millionaire

and Dave was eyeing up a senior position in the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office.  And you’ll have guessed that what

follows concerning Sennybridge in 1967 was nothing to do

with Joe and Dave or with the school C.C.F. which on balance

is probably just as well. 

The hall of residence I attended in the academic year ’66-’67 was

a converted castle with two annexes situated in its own grounds

a mile or so from the site of the main university campus.  There

was more formality to College life, I think, in those days and we

had to wear a collar and tie under an academic gown for the four

formal meals we had to attend every week.  And it was during

one of these formal meals that someone mentioned Sennybridge

army camp.  And once I’d said I knew the place a general

conversation started along the lines of camping, army, army

cadets etc.  It was all very relaxed and inconsequential.  And I

thought no more of it: until, that is, a little later on I had a visit

from two third year students, one of whom had raised the topic

of Sennybridge army camp earlier in the evening.  Over the next

half hour or so an interesting little wheeze was put to me about

an attempt to win the barrel of beer which was the prize for that

year’s best rag stunt.  The idea in the first place was to get

someone to drive four of us up to Sennybridge in the early hours

later that month; then for the four in question to get into the

camp and to “borrow” two army Land Rovers from the vehicle

compound; to drive them back to Swansea that night and hide

them; to inform the Students’ Union the next day and get them

to phone the camp commandant at Sennybridge and to tell him

that if he wanted his Land Rovers back he’s have to cough up a

decent wedge of cash for the Student Union rag fund.

Sennybridge … 1961, 1962 and…1967?
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To say I was amused and intrigued by all of this is to put it

mildly.  My presence, so I was told, as one of the four to

participate in this venture was partly because of my inside

knowledge – I hesitate to say intelligence – but also because of

my ability to help push the Land Rovers off the vehicle

compound, no easy task since the distance involved was at least

a hundred yards and included a short but demanding incline

to get us to where we needed to be.  During our conversation

I’d provided details of the camp layout and of how vehicles

might be got out of the camp by pushing them off the

compound, then round behind the guard house to a point

beyond the front gate and out over the bridge onto the road: all

this on the assumption i) that the vehicles in question could be

pushed off the compound and round behind the guard house

where it would be safe to start them; ii) that two of us at least

had the ability to drive the vehicles in the first place: iii) that

these two drivers could get us and the vehicles away from the

camp and back safely to Swansea to a suitable hiding place.  

In the event, believe it or not, all of the above went like

clockwork.  But the rest of our jolly little wheeze began to

unravel almost immediately when the army could not be

persuaded to do as required or to see the situation from our

point of view.  The camp commandant demanded his vehicles

back and threatened to bring in the police, to which ultimatum

our Students Union had no effective reply except to capitulate

in humiliating fashion.  So the army got its Land Rovers back

and the barrel of beer for best rag stunt went to someone else.

And looking back on it the whole thing seems barmy beyond

belief.  Did we really believe that the army would take kindly to

being made fun of, and on top of that pay for the privilege of

getting its own property back?  Well maybe, maybe not.  But

for the four of us in this situation discretion became the better

part valour, retreat became the order of the day and as low a

profile as possible was to be maintained.  Naturally there was

talk and there were rumours: but we four couldn’t possibly

comment.

And so you might say it ended as a bit of a damp squib: except

for one final flourish.  The two third years, whose idea it was all

along, decided to make the return of the Land Rovers into a

kind of anonymous statement of undergraduate defiance.

How they intended to do this became plain one bright and

sunny morning as everyone arrived for a normal College day.

At the top of the steps into the main University building,

predominantly displayed and locked together front bumper to

front bumper were the two army Land Rovers, returned to

duty you might say and ready for instruction.  And inspected

they certainly were by a great throng of curious

undergraduates as well as the College authorities.  Later in the

day the army came to pick up their Land Rovers and that was

that.

And as time went by the whole episode was forgotten.  The

normal patterns of College life reasserted themselves.  And the

four of us went on to get our degrees, join noble professions

and become model citizens.  As for me, whenever some of my

mates get a bit heated in the pub over some undergraduate

jape, I permit myself a wry smile and say, “It’s funny you

should mention that …”

Sennybridge … 1961, 1962 and…1967?
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Editor: During WW2 all trips abroad (effectively to Europe)

were clearly impractical and this is an account of the first trip

to take place after the cessation of fighting. It was a skiing

holiday to Switzerland.

Dr Jecny was a member of staff who taught French, German

and Russian. His wife was a teacher in the Preparatory

Department. He was Austrian and had seen some unpleasant

situations between local people and Russian soldiers for who

he had little respect. He recounted many stories about this to

WHGS classes.

Peter Charnely writes:

I remember I was one of the youngest and Terry Child and

myself who had just played for the under 15s, were so thrilled to

be in the company of our big heroes who played for the 1st team.

This was the first trip to be made abroad by the school after the

war. We left the school about 10pm by coach and arrived in

London early morning. There were no motorways then.

We had breakfast at Lyons Corner House, then went on to

Victoria station, where we were joined by Doc Jecny, who rolled

up in white skiiing clothes of that era. 

What a trip it was. After a 4 hour sail from Dover to Ostend, we

made a 16 hour train journey on wooden seats to Basle, and at

9.00am we had breakfast. Then we went by another train from

Basle to Lucerne. It was a lovely day, but there was no snow; we

went on to Hergiswil; again there was no snow, however we

then went by alpine bus up to Melchtal, where there was plenty

of the stuff.

We stayed at the AlpenhofPost Hotel, Melchtal, Bernese

Oberland, Switzerland.

In the photograph the two masters in charge were Dr Jecny and

Mr Morgan, and in between them, on the front row, is a friend of

Mr Morgan’s.

The two fraulines were two waitresses and the huge guy behind

them was Sep, a great character, who was porter, boots, hang

man etc.

This group photo was taken before we left for home , hence the

jackets, ties etc.

What we wore to go skiing was a little more relaxed, though I

don't think Lycra had been invented by then.

Now the hard bit; what on earth were thei pupils’ names. On the

right hand side of the front row, the five on the right are, I think,

myself, Evans, Burgess, Humphries and Reeves.

On the back left hand side, Pete Walker, Bob Sutton, Terry Child,

Jack Fleming and interspersed, I see Beaumont (I think), Don

Heffer, Doug Archer and Ian Hattrick.

There was also a school from Birmingham in the hotel and there

was a long corridor running the length of the hotel on the first

floor, on which there were old wardrobes, with apples stored in

them. Naturally, one day we had a super apple fight,

Some things never change.

WHGS’s First trip Abroad after WW2
By Peter Charnley
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Eric Newton O.H.
1893-1965 in 2015

In last year’s OHA Newsletter, there was an article on page

12 about the O.H. art critic, Eric Newton, remembering

him on the 50th anniversary of his death.

He was the Manchester Guardian’s art critic; he lectured

internationally; he wrote for the New York Times; he was the

author of many books on art and was the Slade Professor of

Fine Art at Oxford University in 1959-60.

In October 2015, the Pallant House Gallery in Chichester,

West Sussex held an exhibition of the ‘lost works’ of the most

famous of the WWII female artists, Evelyn Dunbar.  

Accompanying one of Dunbar’s oils of 1943 entitled ‘Singling

Turnips’ was a quote from Eric Newton who clearly found her

work very pleasing.

Many of the works in the exhibition had been stored in an attic

in Dunbar’s Kent home and forgotten about until 500

paintings, drawings and studies were discovered there in 2013.

Luckily no damage had occurred to them. Newton must have

seen her work before they had been secreted away.

Incidentally, another OH, Peter Headey (1954-60) was

instrumental, as a trustee of the Pallant House Gallery, in

creating a £7 million extension to the beautiful original Queen

Anne building.

It is widely recognised as having the best collection of 20th

century British modern art in the UK.

www. pallant.org

Newton’s crit of 
Evelyn Dunbar’s

 work

Singling Turnips. Evelyn Dunbar. Oil on canvas. 1943
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Your correspondent has also come across another crit. by Eric

Newton in a book about the work of the English born,

Scottish artist, Joan Eardley.

Eardley painted in the notorious Gorbals slums of Glasgow

during the 1950/60s. She had an empathy with the teeming,

poverty stricken people of the area. Violence and criminality

were never far away but she maintained a studio there. She

painted the buildings and the people. The ones of the children

in their tatty clothes, standing outside their graffiti clad,

crumbling tenements are very poignant.

She later moved to the Aberdeenshire, east coast fishing village

of Catterline where she would paint on the cliff top in all

weathers. Her style changed from the mixed media and oils to,

ostensibly just oils but her wet oil paint would inadvertently

pick up wind and wave carried debris such as sand and leaves

and she incorporated these into her canvases. 

Joan Eardley. Salmon Net Posts. 1962.Oil on board. 43"x 70"

She died in 1963 aged 42 and just before she died she would

have derived great pleasure from Newton’s unaccustomed

‘rave review’ in the Manchester Guardian. He was reviewing

her first solo London show at Roland, Browse and Delbanco

of Cork Street in May 1963.

He wrote of her Glasgow studies, “Only in an occasional Goya

or an occasional Renoir do I remember the translation of small

children into paint mixed so inseparably with warm-hearted

self-identification with the inner life of the child.“

Of her Catterline canvases he wrote, “Only in Turner’s sea

pieces does one find oneself so involved with the cold and sinister

skies and winds that hang over the tumult of the waves.”

“Joan Eardley is one of the very few artists today about whom

one can honestly say that her heart is the core of her experience

and the nature of her experience is vastly more important to her

than the way in which she paints it. And yet the texture of her

paint, the impetuous brush strokes, the gradation of colour and

the sudden explosion of dramatic light are exactly what they

ought to be. Like Turner, she paints as though the brush were an

integral part of her personality that found no difficulty in

expressing, in a kind of shorthand of its own devising, the way to

say “cloud” or “tangle of grass” or “mop of hair”. No slickness,

no tricks, no elegance. Just a trial and error attempt to invent the

painterly equivalent of what she so intently wants to paint.”

Eardley’s painting are in great demand today fetching tens of

thousand pounds.

Further reading:

The Women’s Land Army. A Portrait. Gill Clarke. ISBN 978 1

904537 87 8

Joan Earldey RSA. Cordelia Oliver ISBN  1 85158 167 7Joan Eardley. Little Girl with a Squint, 1962, Oil on canvas. 30" x 20"
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Eric Honeywood Partridge was briefly, in 1925, a

teacher of English and French at WHGS but was more

famously known as a lexographer of the English

language, particularly of its slang and, among many other

books, the author of ‘Usage and Abusage. A Guide to Good

English.’ It remains a well-regarded reference book or the

English language to the present day.

Eric Honeywood Partridge

Mr. Partridge was born on 6 February 1894 in the Waimata

Valley near Gisborne, North Island, New Zealand. 

His father was a successful farmer and, fortunately for his son,

a literate one. According to Eric Partridge, “He introduced me

to books as soon as I could read and at seven he showed me how

to use a dictionary.”

In 1907 the family moved to Queensland, Australia where he

was educated at the Toowoomba Grammar School. He then

studied first classics and then French and English at the at the

University of Queensland During this time Partridge also

worked for three years as a school teacher before enrolling in

the Australian Imperial Force in April 1915 and serving in the

Australian infantry during WW1 serving in Egypt, in the 

“The influence of those war years is a subject upon which I could

expatiate until I lost every friend and estranged every acquaintance.

I hated that war.  Yet it benefited me more than I can tell.”

He returned to university between 1919 and 1921, when he

received his BA.

He then became Queensland Travelling Fellow at Balliol

College, Oxford where he worked on eighteenth century

English romantic poetry. It was in 1925, after gaining his MA

and B.Litt. at Balliol that he went to Manchester and taught at

WHGS..

Gallipoli campaign, the Western Front and then wounded at

the battle of Pozières before being wounded by a bullet in the

thigh and contracting jaundice. His interest in slang and the

"underside" of language is said to date from his wartime

experience. 

A few times he narrowly escaped death and his nerves gave

way. He was open about this and wrote movingly of it in the

third person in the novel ‘Frank Honeywood, Private’. (Note

the name, Honeywood.)
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The Hulmeian, December 1924

From the novel ‘Frank Honeywood, Private’.

“His nerves, raw and sensitive, would be raked as by a metal

comb when he heard a shell approaching and when it burst his

whole body shook; he wanted to shriek loud, throw down his rifle

and run madly out of the trench. Yet by an effort of will he kept

his lips shut, he stood or crouched as still as he could for that

others should notice his fear would be worse than fear itself.”

At the end of May 1917 Eric Partridge was transferred to the

7th Brigade Observers from which after twelve months he was

invalided to England with tonsillitis and trench fever. He

remained in England as an orderly clerk before being sent

home in December 1918. 

Despite being ‘officer material’ Mr. Partridge preferred to

remain at the rank of a  private.

“As a private I learned much more about Australian speech,

about Australian English, than I could possibly have done as an

officer. I was meeting all the roughs and toughs, as well as many

decent fellows coming from trades and professions of which I

knew nothing. Having a quick ear, a comparative mind, a

retentive memory, I naturally acquired a considerable store of

technical and semi-technical standard Australian English, as

well as a not inconsiderable stock of slangy and colloquial and

other unconventional words and phrases and senses and idioms.”

Eric Partridge had gone through the whole gamut of the

front-line infantry man’s experience: the horrors of trench

warfare, witnessing death and mutilation at first hand, going

over the top, being wounded, losing his nerve, spending long

periods in hospital as well as experiencing the camaraderie

and bonds of friendship formed under adversity.

In 1923 he married. On arriving in England in 1924 he had a

brief period tutoring English at Oxford and from January

1925 he took a position 'for seven pleasant months' as Master

in French and English at WHGS. Thereafter he lectured at the

Universities of Manchester and London.

Mr. Partridge wrote over forty books on the English language

including, You Have A Point There, Name This Child, What Is

The Meaning? A First Book Of Quotations, Comic Alphabets, A

Dictionary Of Slang and Unconventional English, A Dictionary

Of The Underworld, Adventure Among Words and Swift’s Polite

Conversation.

He wrote novels under the pseudonym Corrie Denison and

books on tennis which he played well. He wrote and published

poems and during his WW1 career he edited and contributed

to a humorous magazine called the Baraka Bulletin.

His most famous book and the one still used by schoolboys,

students and writers is Usage and Abusage. Simon Heffer, the

Daily Telegraph journalist, has recently published a similar book

on the correct use of English. It is entitled  ‘Strictly English. The

Correct Way to Write and Why it Matters.’ He quotes from Usage

and Abusage eighteen times and regards it as, “one of the more

important books ever written on English by Eric Partridge, the

distinguished grammarian and expert on slang.”

Eric Partridge died on June 1st 1979 in Mortonhamstead,

Devon, aged 85.

We would like to thank Professor John Arnold of the National

Centre for Australian Studies, Monash University, Australia for

much of the research in this article. He is currently writing a

study of Eric Partridge's publishing career.
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School Report
by the Principal, Mr Mullholland

WHGS became a city academy in 2007 and admits pupils

from 3-18 from a wide range of backgrounds across the city.

We have now got nearly 450 pupils in the Primary Phase (3-

11) and they have a brand new building next to the Zochonis

Centre.  The Secondary Phase has 700 pupils in Years 7 to 11

and there are a further 160 in the Sixth Form.  This makes a

total of nearly 1,300 pupils and over the next five years that

figure will rise to 1,500 pupils enjoying the benefits of a

William Hulme’s education.  Our ambition is to be the most

popular and successful state school in the country.  Indeed, we

are currently the 6th most popular secondary school in the

country with over 1,300 applications for 150 places!  We have

tried to retain the best of the independent sector such as the

house system, subject enrichment and a wide range of extra-

curricular activities with the best of the state sector such as

state of the art classrooms and teaching and learning and

rigorous tracking and monitoring of the progress of every

child.  Our aim is to get the very best out of everyone

whatever their background or starting point.  Our academic

results can be compared with the best schools in the region

and we ensure that every child has a great education and can

progress to the best careers and professions, confident in their

ability to be successful.

Admissions policy

We are open to everyone to apply and ‘fair banding’ means

that we admit students of all abilities.  We are oversubscribed

throughout the school and we are confident that our plans for

a new Sixth Form Centre in the old building will make us even

more popular.

House structure

We have always instilled pride in our house system and we are

currently making the house system one of our main priorities.

We have returned to the original four houses of Byrom,

Dalton Gaskell and Heywood to emphasise our tradition and

rich history as a school.  We are also introducing a wide range

of competitions that will include every subject area as well as

traditional sports, public speaking and drama competitions.

The highlight of the year is the school’s annual Sports Day at

Longford Park where competition is always fierce but friendly!

Every child and adult in the school belongs to a house – nearly

1,500 people. I am trying to remain neutral!

CCF

We had a very successful centenary in December 2015 which

was attended by the Lord Lieutenant as well as some eminent 

old Hulmeians.  Our next Biennial Review is in October and the

CCF remains strong under the leadership of Lieutenant Colonel

Matthew Jones.  

Sports 

We have a wide range of sporting activities throughout the

school.  We continue to offer mainstream sports such as

Football, Cricket, Hockey, Rugby, Athletics, Badminton and

Netball.  However, we are seeing students taking part in more

and more varied sports, including Handball, Table Tennis,

Dodgeball, Futsal, Softball, Lacrosse and Floorball.  In addition,

we also offer enrichment activities which seek to promote key

qualities and virtues in young people attending WHGS, such as

Paralympic Sports, Sports Leadership, Team-building activities,

Sports from around the World (e.g. Kabbadi, American

Football).  All our activities are designed to develop competition

and develop pupils’ health, well-being and self-confidence.

Fixture lists and results 

As well as some impressive football successes in the Manchester

league (especially our U14 team who were runners up) we have

also enjoyed success in a range of sports.  We are U13 Boys

Champions in Dodgeball, our Year 7s were finalists in the Indoor

Athletics championships and our table tennis teams were

finalists in all age groups.   As part of the building programme,

we now have some of the best cricket outside Old Trafford

cricket ground and we are looking forward to cricket success in

the future!  We also had a very successful Football Trip to

Barcelona during the Whitsun holiday that was thoroughly

enjoyed by all.

Extra-curricular activities

We continue to have an enviable range of extra-curricular

activities with something for everyone.  Pupils can do everything

from playing chess to learning ancient Greek!  Years 4, 5 and 6 in

the Primary Phase all go on a residential trip while Year 7 go to

Bushcraft at Cholmondsley castle.  We have had two trips to

Barcelona and our Activity Week gives every child an

opportunity to ty something new and become immersed in an

activity for a week with visits all around the Manchester region!

Hercules production was the school production in March and

we had very successful Musical evenings at Christmas and in the

summer term.  We continue to be a Duke of Edinburgh Award

centre with students involved in the Bronze, Silver and Gold

awards this year with a trip to Buckingham Palace for two Gold

Award winners! 
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There are numerous careers and speed-dating events and our

pupils can experience university visits throughout their school

career.

We are very grateful to the WHGS Foundation for their

support in funding these activities throughout the year.

Expansion

The new Primary building is very impressive and the Primary

Phase has now doubled in size.  The facilities are first class and

we are just waiting for the external play areas to be completed.

The 1st Phase of our Expansion project also included

refurbishment in the Secondary Phase.   We have a new Food

Tech room, 3 additional classrooms in Zochonis, improved

facilities in the Library, a new Humanities classroom and

improved staff workrooms. 

We have also enhanced the space in the Forum and Dining

Room in the Donner building.

Phase 2 is the re-development of Reception and office spaces

in the Donner building and that is due for completion in

December 2016;

The 3rd Phase concerns the new Sixth Form Centre in the old

building.  This is being planned with state of the art,

classrooms, study and café facilities. There will also be a new

Music room, Graphics room and Art room for September

2017.

What are leavers doing?

90% of students are going to university in 2016 or 2017.

About 20% of students are going to Russell Group

universities.  Some highlights include:

Mairead Fitzpatrick achieved an A* in mathematics and A

grades in biology and further mathematics.  She is going on to

study Statistics at St Andrew’s University.

Amina Habib achieved an A* in psychology and A grades in

business studies and economics.  She is going on to study

Accounting and Business Studies at a prestigious university

sponsored by a leading accountancy firm.

Rashaad Khalil achieved A grades in biology, chemistry and

mathematics.  He is going on to study medicine at the

University of Liverpool.

Laveeza Mahmood achieved A grades in psychology,

government and politics and history.  She is going on to study

Law at the University of York.

School Report
by the Principal, Mr Mullholland
continued

Jack Sun achieved an A* in mathematics an A grade in physics

and a B grade in German.  He is going on to study Civil

Engineering with a Modern Language at the University of

Sheffield.

Nora Muhsin achieved an A* in sociology and B grades in

drama and religious studies.  She is going on to study Human

Resource Management at the University of Leeds.

How the Academy system operates and the relationship of the

school to United Learning 

WHGS is part of the United Learning Multi Academy Trust

(MAT).  United Learning is responsible for over 50 academies

and independent schools and we are one of its highest

performing schools.  We enjoy a positive relationship with

them and they assist us with the expansion programme, HR,

finance and technology. 

OHA involvement in various school activities 

The OHA retains a close connection with the school.  A

number of Old Hulmeians have attended career events at the

school and support some students who require grants or

additional money to support their education.

Conclusion

It has been a very busy but successful year.  We have set very

high standards for our pupils and insist upon excellent

behaviour at all times.  We continue to emphasise the

importance of achieving the best possible academic

qualifications whilst developing the whole child through the

House system and our extra-curricular programme.  More

and more pupils are now benefiting from a William Hulme’s

education that harks back to the earliest traditions of the

school whilst preparing each pupil for the challenges of the

modern world.  We believe that William Hulme himself would

be proud of what our school provides for the children of

Manchester.
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News from School

Open Evening

Over 500 families attended the 2015
Open Evening when the school
welcomed prospective Y7 students to
look at the facilities.

Geography
Miss K E Fletcher,Head of Geography,
took the Year 11 Geographers to the
River Bollin, near Macclesfield, to
investigate the river channel and its
characteristics. They worked in small
groups under the supervision of two
members of staff from the Department,
measuring velocity, bed load, width and
depth of stream.
The data and skills acquired would be
used in the write-up of the Controlled
Assessment; a compulsory element of the
GCSE course. Students needed to work
efficiently in order to gather the
information required and take advantage
of the case study.

Mathematics

Mrs Swatland, Mathematics Teacher and
STEM Co-ordinator organised a group of
Year 8 students to put their science,
technology, engineering and maths skills to
the test in a one-day challenge set by
educational charity, The Smallpeice Trust
and sponsored by KYOCERA Document
Solutions UK Ltd, one of the world’s
leading document solutions companies.

The students had to design and solder a
water sensor circuit, wire a pump and
design pipework, make a water tight box,
attach a filter, market and cost the project
then present it after rigorous testing.

The winning group, who got nearly full
marks in all disciplines, comprised Donne
Mugabo, Alim Zaib, Aiman Hussain,
Temweka Shonga and Shahaan Soni.

Physics

In March 2016, thirty Y8 students
attended a University Physics Day at the
University of Manchester.

Oceanography

Mrs M J Church, Teacher of Physics,
organised a lecture at school by Professor
Judith Wolf on her career in
Oceanography. The students learned
about the wide variety of career
opportunities available in marine science
and engineering, as well as the potential
for working all over the world and the vital
importance of sustainable exploitation of
the oceans.

Languages

Congratulations go to students in Y9 who
gained A* at GCSE

Daniel He achieved top marks in
Mandarin. Ahmed and Mohammed
Abdul- Majeed were equally successful in
their Arabic exams.

Year 11 students, Betool Al-Jumaily,
Tanseen Farouk and Sakeen Reham
achieved A* in Arabic and Asra Ali Fakron
obtained an A in Arabic.

Science of the Mind Conference

Hosted at Bolton School, the event saw
staff and PhD students from University
College London (UCL) give the WHGS
year 10 students an insight into
neuroscience. A series of short
experiments included the ‘stopped clock
illusion,’ which showed how the brain can
change the perception of time. The
lecturers explained why these changes in
perception happen and why time can
therefore seem to slow down during
intense moments – like life-threatening
events. 

Students learnt how studying the brain can
help scientists understand more about
human behaviour. They also heard about
some of the amazing medical advances
that have helped people with paralysis
communicate; for example by controlling
cursors on a computer screen or using
robotic arms. 

As part of the day, students divided into
smaller groups for a series of workshops
run by the neuroscientists. Topics included
the ethics around neuroscience, visual
illusions, drugs, common myths and facts
and the anatomy and structure of the
brain. There was also a workshop on
memory, with UCL’s neuroscientists
giving students handy tips for improving
memory and recall to help them with
their revision. 

Finally, students got the chance to quiz the
neuroscientists about their studies at A
Level and university, what an ‘average’ day
looks like to them and where technology
and science might lead. 
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News from School

Young Persons Poster Competition

Osawaru Garrick (11B) entered the
Institute of Physics Young Persons Physics
Poster Competition at Manchester
Metropolitan University. Osawaru
produced a fascinating piece of work on
the search for extra-terrestrial life, and
was able to talk confidently and
knowledgably about the subject to the
judges, fellow entrants and University
students. 

Although he didn’t win this time, the
judges were very impressed with the high
standard of Osawaru’s entry, and hope he
will be back next year!

Latin Reading Competitiion

Five pupils from the Y11 Latin group
attended the Latin Reading Competition at
Bolton School. WHGS Latin teacher, Mr.
Gracey, accompanied them and, before
the competition, he displayed his talent by
identifying all the different Russian football
teams’ flags displayed on the walls.

A nerve racking re-reading  from four
students including WHGS’s Fareema
Fasshi was called for by the judges.
Everyone retired for cakes and pastries
while the judges deliberated. Eventually
Fareema was declared the winner. The
pupils said they could not have done it
without Mr Gracey. “Thank you, sir!”

Music Clubs

These colourful adverts indicate the
variety of extra mural musical activities
available at WHGS. (Lucky lot. We
weren’t allowed to have a jazz club, just
Beethoven, G&S and a few madrigals –
Editor).

All of these groups and many classicists
and soloists played and sang in the School
Christmas Concert organised by the Head
of Music, Mrs G J Goodier.

National Recognition

WHGS has won the national 2016 Good
Schools Award for girls taking Biology at
GCSE AS levels and for girls taking
Mathematics at GCSE level.

These awards are based on a detailed
analysis of the exam results. The school
out performed all other English based
schools in these categories.

Tuesday Club

This is open to all students and presents
them with an opportunity to talk about
books old and new and get involved in
book related activities. The group follow
the Carnegie Book Award each year and
shares ideas for Word Book Day.

The Librarian, Miss Daly, runs a Book of
the Month competition. In September
Salma Adenhersi won a copy of Wild Boy
by Rob Lloyd Jones. The Graveyard by
Neil Gaiman and Daughter of Smoke and
Bones by Laini Taylor are two prizes to be
won by pupils later in the year.

Careers

WHGS pupils have attended school leaver
programmes with the accountants, Grant
Thornton, in Manchester.

Mr. Veevers, the Director of Careers at
WHGS, attended the Access Accountancy
conference in London. The firms in
attendance were Grant Thornton, Ernst
Young, KPMG, Deloitte, Black Rotheberg
and BPP.

They all like to be in contact with schools
like WHGS because they are passionate
about widening the social mix in their
profession. They encourage Y13 pupils to

go straight into the accountancy profession
and gain qualifications as they learn. In this
way they can be earning £20,00 at the
age of 21. Another route would be a
degree in any subject and a graduate
training programme.

National Careers Week in March 216 saw
the school host an event entitled Inspiring
Women Careers” Naomi Timperly, a
Dragon’s Den participant and one of the
UK’s most successful business women.
Her opening presentation was followed
by talks on Leadership and Management
in a construction company where
examples of the difference between the
two concepts was explored.

Emma Fernado from the Brown Bag Film
Company talked about how to get into
animation and the media.

The psychological aspects of the
workplace were discussed by Jane Brown
who is an Educational Psychologist. Mr.
Nigel Veevers, Director of Careers,
organized the event.

Mr. Veevers also organised for a group of
Y10 students to go to the Skills North
West event at Event City where pupils
spoke with employers, colleges and
training providers about a variety of
careers. There were representatives from
BT, BAE, accountancy companies, the
NHS, the Army and RAF..

The Sixth form A level Food Technology
students were taken by Mrs. Cowell
(Food Technology HLTA) to Martins
Bakery in Newton Heath and McVitie’s
Stockport factory to look at product
development, costing, manufacturing,
marketing, stock control and health and
safety. They came back with a good
supply of Eccles Cakes from Martins and
biscuits and Jaffa Cakes courtesy of
McVitie’s.
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News from School

Cambridge University Visit

The English Pocket Opera Company
attended the school in March 2016. Year
7 students were introduced to the three
basic ingredients of opera – action, words
and music – and were taught the more
technical side of the music, for example
the use of libretto, arias and choruses.
Even staff, including Mr Hughes and Mrs
Lloyd Williams starred in their very own
drama to the delight of the group. The
day was organised by the Head of Music,
Mrs J Goodier.

Egyptians at Manchester Museum

Y3 students had an Egyptian day and they
dressed up as ancient Egyptians and wore
death masks. Later they went to
Manchester Museum (not in their masks
but in school uniform) where the curators
allowed them to handle real Egyptian
artefacts.  Mrs. Shah organised the day.

Four Y12 students who are part of the HE
+ programme visited Cambridge
University in March this year. They were
welcomed by Murray Edwards College
and over their two-day stay they visited
Christ’s College and Corpus Christie
College. They attended some lectures
and were familiarised with the university’s
application process. The event was
arranged by the WHGS Registrar, Mrs V.
M. Lees.

Work Experience

The Head of Careers Mr. Veevers has
advice for students on work experience.
He says, “The simple aim is to help the
students experience a week of genuine
work. It does not have to be associated with
future careers, but it does help develop the
skills that are so essential in the work place.
Punctuality, initiative, determination,
problem solving and getting on with other
people are all-vital if a successful career is
to be followed. One year one student
managed to arrange a week in Hong Kong.
I enjoyed many visits, including two students
who gave me the full tour of Hulme Garden
Centre to offices in Manchester, where one
student was designing a block of flats!” 

Speakers for Schools Scheme

Wendy Hallett MBE spoke to Y13
students about developing skills for a
career. She stressed the importance of
work experience and Graduate Training
Schemes and the challenge of setting up
your own business. 

Wendy Hallett MBE

She spoke of her own company Hallett
Retail Services that creates opportunities
for companies to market their brands in
major high street retailers such as
Debenhams and House of Fraser.

Opera at WHGS

Bones and Fossils

Mr. Carr brought in some fossils for Y4
and they made a life size T-Rex and hung
it in the Old Hall.

WHGS Skiing Champion

Year 7 student, Oliver Pollitt, is a very
talented skier and has been splitting his
time this year between WHGS and
training in Austria. He came first in his year
group and third overall in the English
Championships that were held in Italy.

School Play

The school play this year was Hercules
and it was performed over three evenings
in March.



42 Old Hulmeians 2016

Hercules stage staff

Rugby Football

Although rugby is not the main winter
sport at WHGS, Mr R D McaCallum,
Teacher of PE and Games, assembled a
team of Y8/9 boys to play Manchester
Academy to test the skills they have been
practicing for three months. Neither team
had a full complement of 15 but it was an
opportunity to communicate, tackle and
handle the ball under pressure.

An RFU schools’ tournament beckons
where the school will face some tough
competition.

Soccer

A team of Y7/8 girls travelled
with Mr. Lindley, Teacher of
PE and Games, to the Ethiad
Campus to play in the
Manchester City
Premiership Under 13s
Girls’ Football Tournament.
There were thirty eight
teams but unfortunately
WHGS were knocked out
in the group stage. 

Fundraising

In September 2015 the Primary
Department raised £2,346.55p for
UNICEF to give the money to Syrian
children. They did this through a
sponsored bounce ably helped by some
sixth form students and Mrs Overton, a
Teaching Assistant.

In 2016, £186.63 was raised for
Henshaws to help them in their support
for people living with sight loss and other
disabilities. A visit to Henshaws was also
arranged by Mr. Loveland.

In an attempt to get every student
involved in some form of extra sport, an
event was held that collected £875.28 for
Sport Relief.

The Editor would like to thank Mrs Gina
Murphy, Communications Officer, for
creating these 2015 and 2016 reports for
the WHGS web site where they can be seen
in full on: www.whgs-academy.org

The above is an edited version. Y7/8 AT Ethiad STAtadium

News from School
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William Hulme’s Grammar School  C.C.F.
by 2Lt Chris Denholm

Many OHs have very happy memories of the CCF and

we are pleased to report that under the C.O., Lt Col

Matthew Jones, it remains a vibrant part of the

school curriculum.

In their third year, pupils elect to join the CCF. (We were

conscripted by force - Editor) Cadets either join the Army

(Duke of Lancaster’s Regiment) or the RAF section. A

minimum of five terms is expected. They may then choose to

continue as NCOs in the Sixth Form during which time they

undergo more training and assist in training the junior cadets.

The CCF meets weekly and has a Field Day each term.

Activities include residential courses offered by the services

including leadership, gliding, first aid and adventure training.

This year the CCF was invited to Manchester Cathedral, as well

as their usual attendance at Salford Cenotaph, to lay wreaths.

2Lt Chris Denholm asked if they could lay one on behalf of

the OHA.  This is his report:

Remembrance Service 2015
November brings with it the annual services of Remembrance

for those that have taken the ultimate sacrifice during conflicts

around the world and within our Centenary Year another

chance to commemorate our fallen pupils. 

Each year as a cadet force we take a delegation of staff & cadets

to Salford Cenotaph, a quieter more intimate venue compared

with the city centre.  Each year on behalf of the OHA, School &

Cadet Force Lt Col M P Jones lays a wreath, however this year

that honour was bestowed to me and it was a great privilege to

represent and pay tribute to these great men.

In addition to our usual

service we were invited by

the Regimental Secretary of

our parent Regiment to

attend the Service of

Remembrance at Manchester

Cathedral, this was held in

the Regiment’s Chapel and

with Veterans of all the

antecedent Regiments and

current serving members of

2nd Battalion Duke of

Lancaster’s. 

2Lt Chris Denholm at Salford Cenotaph

Cadets Caddick, Ali and Boyd with the OH wreath outside Manchester Cathedral

Cadets laying the OH wreath in Manchester Cathedral

Due to educational commitments we were only able to take

our Senior Cadets, namely the three sixth formers that laid a

wreath on behalf of the OHA. 

Cadet Francesca Anstee, 2Lt Chris
Denholm, Cadet Max Caddick,
Cadet Zak Ali and Cadet Mark Boyd
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The service itself was very moving but also positive, with a

member of the old Manchester Regiment reading the Act of

Remembrance followed by a very uplifting story from 2LANCS

Padre about a young officer that was his mentor that had been

awarded the M.C during the Battle of Passchendaele. 

The cadets & staff that attended were honoured to do so and

would like to thank the OHA for contributing to the wreath

that we laid. 

The Regimental Secretary and his Deputy also thanked the

cadets for attending and the school for their support.

‘Lest we Forget’
In next year's issue we will publish an article about one of

those men whom the CCF was remembering. 2Lt John Fox,

OH. who was at school from 1907 to 1914. Shortly afterwards

he volunteered for the Army, transferred to the RAF, only to be

killed a few weeks from the end of WW1 when flying over

German lines.

OHA wreath

HM Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester, Warren Smith presents awards.
CO WHGS CCF Lt Col Matthew Jones, with sword, in attendance.

Also in attendance

was Old Hulmeian,

Brigadier Rob

Jefferies of the 51

Brigade who left

WHGS in 1984. The

Lord Lieutenant and

the Brigadier both

presented

achievement awards

to the cadets. Lt Col Matthew Jones

Brigadier Rob Jefferies (1984) presents achievement awards to the cadets.

William Hulme’s Grammar School
C.C.F. continued

CCF Centenary
The CCF also celebrated their centenary at school on Saturday

12th December 2015.

There was a Colours Presentation Parade in front of HM Lord

Lieutenant of Greater Manchester. Warren Smith. 
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Centenary Year Visit
During the CCF’s centenary year the OHA funded a CCF visit

to the prestigious Menin Gate parade in Ypres, Belgium,

where they laid a wreath on behalf of the OH’s who have

given their lives in conflicts for their country.  Every evening at

8.00pm the Last Post is sounded by six buglers in memory of

those who defended the town of Ypres. The gate is also

symbolic for those who lost their lives in WW1. The ceremony

started in 1928 and, at the time of writing, it has taken place

over 30,500 times since.

The cadets also laid

wreaths on the

graves of eleven Old

Hulmeians.

The OHA funded a

new flagpole for the

CCF and Lt Col

Jones expressed his

grateful thanks to

the OHA on behalf

of the CCF.

HM The Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester,
Warren Smith presents achievement awards.

William Hulme’s Grammar School
C.C.F. continued

Field Trip 2015
Over the weekend of 10-11 October, WHGS CCF took to

Altcar Training Area for our Field Weekend.

The weekend had two very different elements to it; a

Collaborative Recruit Training Package with two other CCF’s,

Calday Grange and Merchant Taylors, to introduce all Year 9

Cadets to the basics of looking after yourself in the field

(cooking, personal care, basha building, and harbour area

routine) first aid, command tasks, archery and skill at arms.

After the ‘looking after yourself in the field lessons’, the cadets

were broken down into syndicates and integrated with the

other units, and went through a‘Round Robin’ of events

throughout the afternoon. They all had worked extremely

hard and by lights out you could tell what impact the day’s

training had taken as not a peep was heard by anyone! This

was much appreciated by the staff. Sunday was a continuation

and completion of the stands followed by a debrief by the

Directing Staff on a very successful weekend.

The other side of the weekend took the senior cadets further

into the advanced elements of fieldcraft, including casualty

evacuation and TIBUA (Training in a built up urban area).

Saturday began a tactical occupation of a harbour area; the

cadets were required to show what they had learnt on annual

camp and put these drills and skills to the test. Moving into the

afternoon, the cadets were shown the different techniques in

how to extract a casualty using various items of kit as

makeshift aids. This led into a night patrol where the senior

cadets and Year 9’s came together for the only combined

contingent training of the weekend. 

The Sunday training for the seniors took place on the sand

dunes of Altcar in the TIBUA Village. After demonstrations

and practices, the cadets were split into 3 sections and tasked

with clearing various buildings simultaneously, very fast paced

and lots of concentration required. I think the cadets would

agree that it was a highlight of the weekend and something that

they would like to repeat!

All in all, a very productive weekend for both cadets and staff.

Cadet Skill at Arms
WHGS CCF Shooting teams went away the weekend of 26/27

September, to compete in the North West CSAAM (Cadet Skill

at Arms Meeting) at Altcar Ranges in Hightown, nr Formby.

The competition brings cadets from all of the North West

Counties plus Cheshire and the Isle of Man. There were in

excess of 350 cadets competing and in support roles, and our

cadets held their own against CCFs and ACF Counties that

have specific and dedicated shooting units. This caused a few

upsets in the knockout rounds, leading to lots of positive

comments and feedback about our cadets from other units’

staff and instructors.

For some of our cadets this was the first time competing and

they delivered better results across the board than we could

have hoped for.

Our thanks to 2Lt Chris Denholm and Lt Col Matthew Jones for

the above news and photographs.
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WHGS -
a history of the buildings

WHGS was founded on 26th January 1887 as a Grammar

School. The original part of the school was designed by A H

Davies-Colley in 1886-1887 as a large, high (up to four

stories) building of red brick and yellow terracotta. There is a

hall of c.1910 in the same style. Both buildings are strictly

symmetrical. The building lies on top of a large tunnel

network. In the original building, there is a ground floor hall

surrounded by balconies on many levels. The main staircase is

ornamented by large stained glass windows. The basement

level was refurbished on one side in 2007 in order to allow

lessons to be held in two small classrooms. The tunnels,

archives and stores still remain. 

The stage of the main hall lies opposite the hall entrance,

above which are a number of magnificent oil paintings of

previous headmasters, some near to 6' in length. Around the

oak-panelled walls of the hall are boards bearing the names of

old boys who have been awarded Scholarships or Exhibitions

to Oxford or Cambridge, long-serving teachers and all past

headmasters. Above these are numerous house flags and

shields. On the west wall is the stage staff balcony. Beneath the

balcony is the organ. There is also a grand piano which is

frequently used for public concerts and recitals. Beneath the

main hall were originally the changing rooms but this is now

the music department which is equipped with an older grand

piano in the rehearsal studio, along with several upright

pianos and a number of computers and keyboards.

Science Block

Leaving the old building from the back, one enters the north

quad. Opposite is the science block, which was built in 1927. It

houses approximately 10 physics, chemistry and biology

laboratories and also classrooms for business studies and

economics. There are darkroom facilities within the physics

department. The first extension, in the 1940s, added 4 labs at
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the north end of the building. Its purpose, according to the

Headmaster at the time, was to "prosecute study and further the

development of truth; if that can't be done, what else is there?" The

second extension was in January 1985. The gap at the back

between the then Donner library and the 'old' biology laboratory

was filled to give a new biology lab and a multi-purpose large lab.

The latter of these was refurbished in 2002 as the Dr. Barnes

Laboratory, in memory of Dr. Barnes, head of chemistry. 

Donner Block

On the other side of the north quad is the Donner building,

named after Sir Edward Donner, a benefactor of the school. It

was built as an extension to the technology building in the mid

20th century. It was this building which was radically altered

through funding from the United Learning Trust in 2007 to give

the school the new modern academy building. The new Donner

Centre opened in September 2008. It is now home to the

refectory style dining hall, the school administration offices, the

Principal's suite together with new classrooms for Mathematics,

History, Geography and Religious Studies. In addition, the

school's new Art, Design Technology and Food Technology

departments are also accommodated in the Donner building.

South Quad

On the other side of the Donner Block is the south quad. This is

surrounded by the Performing Arts Centre, the Learning

Resource Centre and the Zochonis Centre. The Zochonis

building is home to Modern Foreign Languages, IT and English.

Library

The Donner Library moved to its current home in the south

quad in 2007 and is now known as the Learning Resource Centre.

Sports Facilities

Behind the academic buildings, and backing onto Princess

Road are the sports facilities. There is a sports hall with full

cricket nets, gymnasium and changing rooms as well as a

more modern pavilion/changing room suite. A full-size

AstroTurf pitch with adjacent netball courts was built in 2002-

2003. In winter the playing fields are used for hockey, rugby

and soccer pitches, and in summer for rounders and cricket

pitches with high quality wickets. Badminton, basketball and

tennis are also played.

The CCF also has an indoor rifle range on the campus.
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Grammar Schools –
the debate
It is not the place of this publication to opine political views. 

However, the current debate about grammar schools by

Parliament, by educationalists, by parents and those who care

for education is sometimes ill informed.

It would, therefore, be interesting to publish the views of those

of us who went through the grammar school system, namely

our readers, on the desirability or otherwise of grammar

schools both when we experienced it and now. Hopefully, it

will add some balance to the debate.

Some points you may wish to address include: 

� Did the Direct Grant System* provide opportunities for

bright pupils who would otherwise have been denied a

private education?  

� You may want, anonymously, to give examples of those

who benefited and those who failed from being placed in

schools as a result of the selection process of the eleven

plus; whether it was WHGS or a similar grammar, a

secondary modern or a technical school. 

� Did you feel that the eleven plus was a relevant process to

choose the best route through education or was it a

pass/fail scenario? 

� Did the secondary system provide a suitable education for

those who did not ‘pass’ their 11+? If not, has this been

rectified today?

� Given that children develop at different speeds, should

there be a way in which a pupil could move into or out of

the grammar school system post eleven plus?

� Did you feel your education was at the expense of others

If so, where did the fault lie?

� Does the mixing of pupils of all abilities and different skill

sets interfere with the teaching of those pupils?

� Is streaming good or otherwise?

� Would the argument in favour of more grammar schools

be stronger if other schools were available that taught skill

sets that were more suited to those not suited to an

academic, grammar school education?

� At WHGS did you feel there was a cross section of pupils

from all backgrounds?

� At WHGS did you experience any prejudice because of

your ability, ethnicity, religion or background?

� Is competition in school sport good or bad?

� Does the removal of bright children from the state

secondary system disadvantage those schools?

� Was the six-day school week beneficial? (Not all readers

would have experienced this at WHGS).

� Should private schools, such as grammar schools, be

obliged to support state schools?

� All parents pay their taxes for a state education but some

choose to pay to educate their children privately; some

argue that they are paying twice for education. Does this

change your observations about grammar schools?

� Has the system of Academies or Comprehensives made

grammar schools redundant?

� At present there are 164 state grammar schools and the

government may increase their number. Is this desirable?

Please give your reasons.

� If you agree to an increase in grammar schools, should they

be based on the WHGS structure – a house system, a CCF,

competitive sport, morning assemblies, a preparatory

department, a sixth form, prefects, an extensive

programme of extra curricular activities and so forth?

* One quarter of the places in direct grant grammar schools

(such as WHGS until 1974) were directly funded by central

government, while the remainder attracted fees, some paid by the

Local Education Authority and some by private pupils. No child

would be admitted unless they had achieved the required

standard in the eleven plus. On average, these schools received

just over half of their income from the state. 

We propose to quote your replies anonymously (unless

otherwise instructed) in next year’s Newsletter. Most certainly,

any reference to third parties will be anonymous unless we

receive specific, written permission from that third party.

Please reply to the editor – details on page 1.



49Old Hulmeians 2016

George William Battersby
WHGS 1933-39 - Died Dec 23rd 2015

Sally Battersby from Tetbury,
Gloucestershire has kindly written to

the school:

It is with sadness that I am writing to tell
you of the death of my father, George
William Battersby. He was a lifelong
member of the OHA and was an unfailing
supporter of your school.

I believe he was a pupil at The Hulme
Grammar School between 1922-29 and
his main distinction was that he captained
the rugby, lacrosse and cricket teams in his
final years. He was also a member of the
cadet force and hence was eager to join
the fight in WW2 as soon as he could. He
spent his war years as a Lieutenant RNVR
in charge of a landing craft mainly in the
Mediterranean.

On being demobed he continued his
education at Nottingham University and
Sutton Bonnington Agricultural College.
He than farmed in Lincolnshire but spent
most of his working life on his own farm in
North Buckinghamshire.

He never lost his love of sport achieving
success with the Notts, Lincs and Derby
rugby team and then playing both cricket
and rugby with the local Buckingham sides.

He died peacefully at the grand old age of
93, still married to his beloved wife Erica
of 66 years, on 23rd December 2015.
She, sadly for us, joined him on 20th
October 2016.

Obituaries

George Eric Barnes
11 May 1939 - 18 March 2016

George Eric,
known as Eric

or Eric Junior, was
born with his twin
John in Walton-on-
Thames Surrey to
Eric and Irene
Barnes. 

Immediately after
the war they
moved with their older sister Rosemary to
Gatley, Cheshire and soon after another
brother, Anthony, arrived.

After being at Gatley Primary then
Broadway schools the twins arrived at
William Hulme's and were in Dalton
House following their Father's footsteps. 

Eric joined in school life to the full.

After leaving School Eric joined the
Caledonian Insurance Company and
remained with them in their various guises
all his working life. Initially working in their
Manchester office, then Blackburn and
finally Preston.

After School Eric joined the O.H.A. and as
well as being on the general committee
he joined the Lacrosse club. After his
playing days were over he joined the
N.E.L.A. Referees Association until his
move to Blackburn. He was Hon
Secretary of the O.H.A. for a number of
years and President in 1988/9.

In the early 1970's he met his future wife
Margaret and were married in 1972 and
lived in Coupe Green Preston all their
married life.

Prior to and in retirement Eric involved
himself in many walks of life. He was
always a very keen gardener both for
himself, family and friends alike. He was
very green fingered. 

From early days he was involved with the
Y.M.C.A. and then he ran the local
rambling club organising many walks
across the Lakes and more locally and was
secretary for the local cancer charity.
Additionally he assisted in the background
for his and Margaret's church and often
played parts in their theatre group's
productions.

As he grew less mobile along came great
nephews and nieces who were a great joy
to him. He passed away after a short
illness.

Eric left a legacy in favour of the OHA.

He is survived by his wife Margaret.

George W Barrow
WHGS 1948-1955 - Died May 13th 2014

George Barrow died at his home in
Milan on 13th May 2014. He was 79.

He was a contemporary of Mr. Chris
Bryans and at school he was a very
accomplished linguist speaking French,
German, Spanish and Latin. He was also an
accomplished piano player. Chris Bryans
tells of how his playing kept their group of
pupils mesmerised during lunch breaks in
the Dining Hall which was then below the
Old Hall. Numbers by George Shearing
were some of his favourites. This room
later became the music room.

George Barrow and Pam Bryans

George acted in many G&S operettas
singing as a counter tenor. The Hulmeian
of March 1995 contains an account of the
school’s production of Princess Ida in
which “G.W. Barrow was a bright-eyed,
aristocratic Prince Hilarion.“

Because of his linguistic talents, he was
recruited into the Intelligence Corps
during his national Service and quickly
became fluent in Russian.

On leaving the army, he joined the British
Bank of the Middle East.

Chris recalls how George enjoyed Pam
Bryans’s freshly baked Victoria Sponge
cakes in their drawing room.

George leaves a wife Ludo and two sons,
Paul and Andrew.

Donald Booth
Died February 2014

Ann Booth has written to say that Donald
Booth died in February 2014. He lived in
Rustington, West Sussex and he left school
in 1950.
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Obituaries

William (Bill) Hong Choi
WHGS 1979-86
Died March 28th 2016

Bill Choi was
killed in an off

piste skiing accident
at La Plagne, France
on March 28th
2016. He was 48.

Bill was born in
Hong Kong in1968,
the youngest of
three and the son of a Naval Officer. He
was a Consultant Urologist.

At the age of four the family moved to
Manchester and Bill was a pupil at WHGS
from 1979 to 1986.

Friends at WHGS recall him videoing the
school plays and being a keen member of
the Photography Club under Mr. John
Thompson. He was a keen chess player,
an occasional member of the 2nd XV and
enjoyed being a computer room
supervisor. His Housemaster was Mr. Alan
Simkin. One friend remembers them
driving through a hedge in Tatton Park.
Robert Nieri, a fellow pupil at WHGS,
stayed in touch with Bill after school and
remembers his personal kindness and
described him as a loyal friend and a
wonderful person.

His medical training was at St. George’s
Hospital Medical School, London where
he qualified in 1991.

He showed an early interest in urology
and from Kings College Hospital where
he gained his fellowship, he moved in
2004 to become Consultant  Urologist at
the William Harvey Hospital, (now East
Kent Hospitals Trust). He specialised in
renal cancer surgery and his unit had one
of the highest volume centres for this
procedure in the UK. 

In his early years as a consultant he also
obtained a degree in law.

In newspaper reports of this tragedy, his
colleagues spoke very warmly about his
sense of humour, his refusal to take
himself too seriously and his willingness to
help others. He would rather be in the
coffee room chatting with the theatre staff
than doing his admin in the office.

He lived in Littlebourne, Kent. He leaves a
partner Abbey, her daughter and two sons
from his marriage to Debbie who died
seven years ago.

A  biology prize in memory of Bill is to be
given to WHGS.

Keith Stewart Lysons
Died on April 26th 2016 aged 95

Keith survived his wife Muriel and is
survived by his children Sara, Ruth

and Richard along with grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

His funeral took place at St Peter’s
Church, Edensor Bakewell on May 10th
2106

Peter Thompson
Feb 13th 1937 - June 19th 2016

Peter Gough
Thompson left

WHGS in 1955.
When at school he
was in Heywood
House and took a
full part in the
activities offered by
the school, some of
which he carried on in his adult life.

He was a sergeant in the CCF and sang in
the school operas. He played for the
OHRUFC teams until he moved away
from Manchester in 1964.

He was employed by Salters, the
weighing machine manufacturers. His
hobby was pheasant shooting and he ran
a local shoot in Shropshire. In retirement
Peter was secretary of the Much Wenlock
Olympian Society and they supported
career of the Olympic athlete, Jonathan
Edwards.

Peter’s thanksgiving and internment took
place at the parish church of The Holy
Trinity at Much Wenlock on July 7th 2016. 

Peter’s wife Lynette and family survive
him.

Our thanks for the above details go to
Robert Williams O.H. who was the best
man at Lynette and Peters’ wedding.

David McGlue
Died December 2015 aged 68

David was a
director of the

Directorate
General for
Economic and
Financial Affairs. The
purpose of this
organisation is to
report to the EU
commissioner for Economic and Financial
Affairs, Taxation and Customs. It strives to
improve the economic well being of the
citizens of the EU.

We have no more information about David.

Michael H. Homer
Died July 17th 2015
WHGS 1955-63

Michael Homer died in 2015. He
lived in Darley Daley, Matlock. We

understand he was 71 years old but we
have no other information

George William Battersby  
WHGS 1933-39

Sally Battersby from Tetbury,
Gloucestershire has kindly written to

the school:

It is with sadness that I am writing to tell
you of the death of my father, George
William Battersby. He was a lifelong
member of the OHA and was an unfailing
supporter of your school.

I believe he was a pupil at The Hulme
Grammar School between 1933-39 and
his main distinction was that he captained
the rugby, lacrosse and cricket teams in his
final years. He was also a member of the
cadet force and hence was eager to join
the fight in WW2 as soon as he could. He
spent his war years as a Lieutenant RNVR
in charge of a landing craft mainly in the
Mediterranean.

On being demobed he continued his
education at Nottingham University and
Sutton Bonnington Agricultural College.
He than farmed in Lincolnshire but spent 
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Obituaries

Jeremy McMullen 
14 Sept 1948 - 10 Feb 2015

Jeremy McMullen,
who has died

aged 66, was the
leading expert of his
generation on
employment law,
which he elevated
to a new status as
one of the
permanent judges of the employment
appeal tribunal (EAT) and as the founding
chairman in 1994 of the Employment Law
Bar Association. He used every
opportunity to encourage and train others
in the practice of employment law in
pursuit of a lifetime’s ambition to secure
fair treatment for the underprivileged. In
his last months, he established a charity in
the Middle Temple to help disadvantaged
female students become barristers.

The most remarkable characteristic of his
career was that his considerable expertise
in this chosen subject did not derive solely
from the dry study of legal casework, but
from 11 years as a trade union official with
what was then the General Municipal and
Boilermakers’ Union. He saw the GMB as
a union with new ideas about industrial
organisation and an enlightened research
department, became its legal officer in
1973 and, four years later, the London
area representative. He was involved with
the long-running Grunwick dispute and the
successful eight-month fight at the factory
in Slough, both in pursuit of trade union
recognition for the primarily Asian female
workers.

“I wanted to join the trade union movement
because I wanted to advance the conditions

of the working classes,” he would explain
simply. He remained a Labour-voting
socialist throughout his adult life, having
joined the party as a student at the London
School of Economics in 1970. He resigned
from membership when he became a
judge, but his views remained unchanged.

He was a man of immense fun and
considerable scholarship, lightly carried
who loved opera, rowing, the study of
Greek and
any sort of
challenge.
The
diagnosis of
an
inoperable
cancer of the
oesophagus
on the day of
his retirement
in 2013 proved more than normally
challenging, yet he nevertheless attended
the party given in his honour that night and
performed with considerable aplomb. He
had been told to expect to live for six
months and set about compressing his
retirement for maximum benefit, enjoying
the company of his family and friends,
travelling in Europe, attending concerts,
rowing on the Thames outside his home
in Chiswick and going to weekly classes in
the classics. 

He was a member of the Leander Club
and an enthusiast for Wallingford Head of
the River. He had rowed in the Vogalonga,
the annual row around Venice, and the
hallway wall of his home boasted a proud
photograph of him rowing in the Thames
Diamond Jubilee pageant.

Jeremy was born in Blackpool, the elder of
two children of John, a businessman, and
Irene, a teacher. He went to William
Hulme’s Grammar school, Manchester,
before studying law at Brasenose College,
Oxford, under Sir Otto Kahn-Freund, a
scholar of labour law who is credited with
establishing the subject as an independent
area of legal study. After graduating,
McMullen went to the LSE and was taught
by Lord Wedderburn who had taken over
the school of industrial law earlier
established there by Kahn-Freund. It was
these years and the miners’ strikes of the
early 1970s that aroused McMullen’s
compassionate concern in employment
rights.

He was called to the bar as a member of
the Middle Temple in 1971, but worked
as an associate attorney in New York until
1973. He had met an American student,
Deborah (Debbie) Cristman, who was
studying town planning at University
College London, and they returned
together to work in the US, where they
married in Connecticut in 1973.

most of his working life on his own farm in
North Buckinghamshire.

He never lost his love of sport achieving
success with the Notts, Lincs and Derby
rugby team and then playing both cricket
and rugby with the local Buckingham
sides.

He died peacefully at the grand old age of
93, still married to his beloved wife Erica
of 66 years, on 23rd December 2015.
She, sadly for us, joined him on 20th
October 2016.

In 1985, he left the GMB to practise at the
bar and acted in a number of high-profile
cases, notably for the officers of
Westminster City Council caught up in the
gerrymandering scandal, securing them an
acquittal. He also subsequently
represented Dame Shirley Porter and on
several occasions the mineworkers’ leader
Arthur Scargill. He took silk in 1994, was
appointed a circuit judge in 2001, joined
the EAT in 2002, and became a senior
circuit judge in 2006 and a deputy high
court judge in the Queen’s Bench division
in 2007.

He chaired the Industrial Law Society for
four years until 1993 and was vice-
president of that organisation and the
Employment Law Bar Association, both of
which bodies he used to help. Promote
advocacy training.

He inspired many students with his cheery
can-do optimism. He also published
widely on the subject: his guide Rights at
Work, originally published in 1978, but
reprinted for a decade, became a
bestseller in the field. In addition, he was
hugely supportive in a practical way of
many who have followed in his footsteps.
One of his former pupils, now herself a
judge, said of him: “He didn’t see barriers.
He saw opportunities.” He left £25,000
to the Jeremy McMullen Access to the Bar
awards.

His father, his wife Debbie, their son and
daughter and two grandchildren survive
him.
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Obituaries

John Screen 
5 June 1939 - 24 Sept 2009

John Screen died
in 2009 but we

have only just
received this
obituary from his
son, Thomas
Screen.

John was born in
Southgate but grew
up in Manchester, attending William
Hulme’s Grammar School, before going
up to Cambridge to read history at
Peterhouse in 1957.  Upon graduating, he
trained as a librarian at the University of
London, spending 26 years as Librarian of
the School of Slavonic and East European
Studies in London from 1972.  Alongside
his full time work as a librarian, John was a
military historian, and he published a
steady stream of well-regarded books and
articles on military history, especially the
history of Finland.

As a sixth-former, John had read Field
Marshall Gustav Mannerheim’s memoirs
in translation, and his interest in this
remarkable man set him on the path
towards his lifelong study of Finnish
military history.  Field Marshall
Mannerheim today is recognised as the
most important Finn of all time, who was
instrumental in securing Finnish
independence in 1918, and subsequently
led Finland in the Second World War.
John’s first and best known work is his
biography of Mannerheim’s early life
(published in 1970), but he also published
extensively on the Finnish army in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries,
especially after taking early retirement in
1998, when he was able to focus on his
research full time.  As John himself said,
his books were never blockbusters, but in
Finland he was recognised as the leading
expert in his field, who pioneered the
study of military history of this period.
John’s work was recognised by the Finnish
government when he was awarded a
Finnish decoration in 1988.  He had an
enormous delight in his academic work,
and incredible diligence in surmounting
the obstacles his chosen subject posed,
which meant learning Finnish, Swedish
and Russian to undertake his PhD on

Finnish officers in the imperial Russian
army (completed in 1976).  

Mannerheim brought Finland into John’s
personal life, too: he met his wife Leena
on one of his visits to Finland, marrying in
1970, and having two children, Elina and
Thomas, who were brought up bilingual.
Friends and friendship were extremely
important to John and another key theme
in his life.  Having been an only child, he
enjoyed Leena’s large extended family in
Finland. His oldest friend, Michael, knew
John from primary school days, when
they shared war games and adventures in
Stretford.  John was quietly sociable, and
enjoyed returning to his old college each
summer to catch up with his
contemporaries.  

John was extremely precise and
meticulous: as a schoolboy, he kept a log
of the local weather.  When once given a
model figure of Mannerheim by friends,
he refused to paint it, because he was not
certain which horse Mannerheim was
riding, and therefore could not be sure to
get the colour right.  Although mostly
enjoying and insisting upon the comforts
of routine, occasionally he could break out
and do something downright unexpected.
Most people would not consider the
independence day parade in Paraguay the
perfect post-retirement holiday
destination… but John and Thomas went
to South America, shared a great many
beef steaks, and several unusual
experiences including a tour of the
country’s largest milk factory.  John
appreciated wit and had a strong sense of
humour, sometimes wearing family jokes a
bit thin in his enjoyment of them.  John
was emphatically NOT a lover of the
great outdoors, although his interest in
military history did lead him to spend eight
years in the Territorial Army in the 1960s.
His ideal holiday was spent in an archive in
Helsinki.  

Although as a professional historian John
worked on the past, he was always
looking to the future and his next project.
He had just completed one book and
once again was in Helsinki, enthusiastically
starting a new project in September 2009,
when the unexpected and untimely end
came. 

Roger B Pilling 
WHGS 1945-52 - Died June 26th 2014

Mrs. Connie Pilling from Sale, Cheshire, has
kindly written to the OHA:

I am writing to inform you that my late
husband Roger B Pilling died on June

26th 2014. I apologise for not informing
you of this.

He enjoyed his time as a pupil of WHGS
from 1945-52 and made life long friends
from his school days.

He kept the Old Hulmeians’ Newsletter
dated 2002-2003 where, on page 23 he is
on the centre row of a group photograph.

Roger Pilling and Friends May 2002
Back: Sid Beckett, Alan Wilson, Mr. Mat Jones.
Centre: Roger Pilling, Tony Shields, Bob Dale,
Lindsay Logue, Tony Wildman.  Front: John Douglas,
Malcolm Pott, Bob Hall, Peter Robinson.

This visit by Roger Pilling and his friends
was reported in the OH Newsletter of
2002/3 by Sid Beckett. He says they were
treated to a tour of the school by the
Deputy Head, Mr Mat Jones, followed by
a visit to the Head’s Study and then a
much finer lunch than they were used to
when at school. In the evening they dined
at the Normanhusrt Hotel on Brooklands
Road, Sale where they were joined by Mr
Arthur Kirkham who taught many of them
physics. A Latin grace preceded the meal.
To commemorate the visit they raised
£1,350 for the school. 

Alistair Stone

We had a phone call from a neighbour
of Alistair in 2015 to say that he had

died. We can only surmise that this was in
response to a London Dinner mailing. He
lived in Brockham Green, Surrey. We have
no more information
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Norman Yerbury-Hodgson
August 4th 1932 - Died 2015 
WHGS 1943-48

Obituaries

Norman
Yerbury-

Hodgson  was born
on August 4th 1932
and brought up in
Heaton Chapel near
Stockport, the
youngest of three
children.

He started off life in a house with meadows
behind (which later became a barrage
balloon station in the war) then later on his
family moved to a house with tall pine trees
which he  used to climb so that he could
see the cotton mills. At the age of three his
mother died and it was decided that he, as
the youngest, would go to live with his
uncle and aunt and their two children.

He started at  WHGS  in 1932 where was
a keen lacrosse player. Norman already
had siblings and when his father remarried
three half siblings were added to the family
giving six children in total.

He was introduced to Scouting by his older
brother and was a member of the Heaton
Chapel Scouts who were still in contact
with him as late as 2011. 

On leaving WHGS he did National Service
and then qualified as a Chartered
Accountant. This was not a surprising
career choice because he had two
brothers and a father who were also
Chartered Accountants. He carried on
playing lacrosse and also took up tennis. 

An accountancy post came up in Liverpool
and he started lodging in Heswall. 

One day Norman was in a Young
Conservatives' tennis tournament with a
young lady called Marcia: they didn't get the
chance to play as partners on that occasion,
but as he and some friends were driving
home he spotted her waiting for a bus and
offered her a lift. They went to a coffee
shop and never stopped talking and they
were married in 1961. 

Following their marriage daughter Fleur and
son Mark were born.

Gardening woodwork and walking were
added to his interests. 

Apart from building a tree house for Fleur
and Mark, many essential DIY projects and
more advanced projects were attempted
such as when he decided to build a couch.
This had a wooden base painted bright
orange with matching cushions. The
cushions were so soft and squidgy that all
visitors had to be told to sit down slowly
to avoid damaging their backs on the solid
wood underneath and also told not to rest
their arms on the arm rests. If they did rest
their arms they would fall off to the side.
He later changed it into a toy-box and the
toys went underneath the seats.

Both children were introdced to the cubs
and scouting movements and Fleur still
remembers the  map reading course run
by her father. He later progressed to a
senior position in the scouting movement.

When he retired he set up a small
company called Mayday Caring which he
continued for twelve years: its aim was to
help elderly people get to appointments or
tend their gardens for a small contribution.
The profits from this went back to the
church and he enjoyed knowing that he
was helping older people to stay
independent in their own homes for
longer.

In his later years Norman wanted to
return to his Church of England roots and
took up a post as Verger at St Peter’s,
Heswall. (Please confirm) He loved
meeting all the different people arriving for
christenings, weddings and funerals.

He always had plenty of funny tales to tell.
One occasion was when a bridegroom
chose the music “What If You Are Not
The One” for his wedding. He checked
with him three times if he was sure that he
really wanted that song to be played.

On another occasion a bride, who wasn’t
particularly slim, got stuck going through an
archway.  The bridegroom had to
unceremoniously push her through it so
the service could continue.

Norman was a meticulous record
keeper and kept accounts, receipts
and all his daily diaries going back to
the early 1960’s. 

Norman leaves his wife Marcia,
daughter Fleur and son Mark.

Our thanks to Fleur Yerbury-Hodgson
for the above. 

Ron Heywood  
Oct 28th 1930 - March 20th 2016

Geoff Bingham OH
and friend of Ron
Heywood for most of
their lives writes:

From the very
beginning of our

friendship at the age
of 6 years, Ron
became not only
one of the funniest but also one of the
friendliest characters around. His parents
had a greengrocery business in
Manchester's Smithfield Market.

We were together in the same class at the
Acacias (Burnage Municipal) School in
1937 and WHGS where he was in
Heywood House. During this time, Ron
spent some of the holiday periods assisting
his parents before going into the banking
world prior to spending his required
National Service period in the Royal Navy
(initially 18 months but increased to 2
years by the P.M. Clement Attlee).  

Following his demobilisation, he gave up
his banking career and took over his
parents’ business.

Following his retirement, he continued to
maintain regular contact with his friends
both at home and abroad. In fact, it was
only some 10 or 12 days ago that we
were on the phone chatting about our
lifetime activities, namely Manchester City
A.F.C. when, during and after the wartime
days, several of us used to sprint off the
school playing fields, quickly shower and
change before dashing off across Princess
Road to the then Main Road football
ground. During the blitz on Manchester,
the Germans bombarded the Manchester
United's ground out of existence.
Manchester City came to their rescue by
offering the use of Main Road on
alternative Saturdays. It was on one of
these Saturdays that Ron, Peter Swales & I
were approaching the ground that Peter
said to me that, and I quote, "I would love
to have something to do with this club."
This story describing Peter Swales
Chairmanship of MCFC was published in
the OHA Newsletter last year.

Ron died at Stepping Hill Hospital,
Stockport on March 30th 2016.

continued
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Ron will remain in
the hearts & minds
of many Old
Hulmeians, of that
there is no doubt!

Ron Heywood’s sons
are Steve and Mike.
Steve attended
WHGS between
1976 to 1983 and
like his  father, he was
in Heywood House. His brother Mike
preferred to go to school locally with his
friends and went to Bramhall High School.

They read eulogies at his funeral. What
follows is an edited version plus some notes
and photographs that Steve has kindly
forwarded.

We all feel ourselves fortunate to have
been brought up in a fantastic
environment, and Dad has obviously
played a key role in that. 

Dad worked very hard. When running his
own business at Smithfield market, it was
6 nights a week, a few hours sleep in the
afternoon, then he’d be doing his books in
the evening, a couple hours more kip, and
then start again. We both tried this lifestyle
during some of our holidays from
university, and we both came to the same
conclusion that there was going to be no
3rd generation of Heywood market
traders. It was just too exhausting.

Dad would get away early on a Saturday
to watch us play football or lacrosse, and
he would frequently make time to take us
to Maine Road on a Saturday afternoon.
He was a fanatical City fan, a true blue,
and he liked nothing more than a bit of
banter with his friends of a red persuasion.

The best memories are of family holidays
in Norfolk. It was in that environment that
I think we really started to understand
Dad’s personality. His competitive edge
was frequently evident, be it boules on
the beach, or a round of pitch and putt.
He would always show his good humour
at the regular family crabbing and
fairground trips, and caravan site BBQs.

Sport was also a key part of Dad’s life. He
was a member of Hazel Grove Golf Club
and would also have his regular golfing
trips to Spain with the boys from both the
Golf Club & Market Golf society.

Obituaries

Some of my earliest, clearest memories
are of watching Dad play lacrosse down at
Whalley Range for Old Hulmeians.

One key area of interest was performing
on the stage. He got a taste when he
started in his youth and performed at
plays at his schools at Acacias Primary
School in Burnage and William Hulme’s
Grammar School.  He was also actively
involved in choir at St Agnes church in
Levenshulme, and would later also teach
at the Sunday school there.

Once he’d retired he spent many years
singing and performing in the Andante
choir, also performing on stage as part of

2nd XII Lacrosse 1928. Ron Heywood – front row sitting middle

Ron Heywood shortly
after leaving WHGS

School Prefects 1947-8. Ron Heywood  - standing 3rd left

6th Form Class 1947-8.  Ron Heywood - sitting 3rd from left

Dramatics section.

William Hulme’s Grammar School and the
Old Hulmeians’ Association played a huge
part in his life and the life long friendships
that he maintained say so much about his
effortless passion for staying in touch. He
was at WHGS from 1942 to 1948 and he
kept all his school reports so we know
that he was in forms 1C, 2A, 3A, 5A, 6CL
and 6CU. You’ll note he wasn’t in the 4th
year, he always claimed that because he
was doing so well he was allowed to skip
that...whether that’s the real reason we
can only guess!
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Constitution of the Old Hulmeians Association
Adopted at the Annual General Meeting of September 2010, amended at the AGMs on 14th September
2011 and 12th September 2012.

Name

1. The name of the association is “The
Old Hulmeians Association” and
referred to in the clauses below as
“the Association”.

Objects

2.1 To bring together past students and
past and present members of staff of
William Hulme’s Grammar School,
for the furtherance of personal
friendships and the maintenance of
support and loyalty to the school and
its traditions.

2.2 To support within the Association the
formation of sections or clubs.

2.3 To inform members of the activities
of its members, sections or clubs, or
of items of interest, through the Old
Hulmeians Association Newsletter,
which is the official publication of the
Association.

Membership

3.1 All past students and past and
present members of staff of William
Hulme’s Grammar School are
eligible for membership of the
Association.

3.2 Application for membership shall be
made to the Hon. Treasurer, who
shall submit such application to the
General Committee, whose decision
on the suitability or otherwise of the
applicant for election as a member of
the Association shall be final.

3.3 There are four categories of
membership, namely:
Honorary Life Members
Life Members
Ordinary Members
Past and Present School Staff Members

3.4 Honorary Life Membership is
awarded only at an Annual General
Meeting for special service to the
Association.

3.5 Life Membership is not now available
for purchase.

3.6 Ordinary Members shall be allowed
to vote at General Meetings when
their subscription for the previous
year has been paid.

3.7 All members shall be entitled to vote
at General Meetings, and have equal
voting rights.

3.8 Membership of the Association shall
be terminated by notice of
resignation sent to the Hon
Treasurer not later than 1st
September to avoid liability for
subscription for the immediate year.

President and Deputy President

4.1 At each Annual General Meeting the
General Committee shall propose
the names of any persons for
election as President and Deputy
President.

4.2 The President and Deputy President
shall be elected for one year only,
but shall be eligible for re-election at
each Annual General Meeting.

Presidents and Deputy Presidents
usually hold office on the
understanding of a two year term,
but this is not a rule.

4.3 The President and Deputy President
shall have the same voting power as
other members except for the
casting vote at an Annual General
Meeting.

General Committee

5.1 The General Committee shall
include the President, the Deputy
President, the immediate Past
President, and the following :– Hon
General Secretary, Hon Treasurer,
Hon Assistant Secretary, Hon
Assistant Treasurer, Hon Editor of
the Newsletter and up to eight other
members.  The General Committee
shall also include the Principal or
representative and a representative
of Staff of William Hulme’s Grammar
School, a representative of Old
Hulmeians Playing Fields Limited and
a representative of each Section or
Club of the Association.

5.2 The General Committee shall have
power to fill any vacancy.

5.3 Members of the General
Committee, excluding
representatives, shall normally retire
at each Annual General Meeting, but
may be eligible for re-election.

5.4 A quorum for meetings of the
General Committee shall consist of 5
persons, two of whom should be
permanent office holders, including
either the President or Deputy
President’

Subscriptions

6.1 The annual subscription for Ordinary
Members shall be £15 as from the
1st September 2009, or, as agreed
by a simple majority vote at
subsequent General Meetings.

6.2 Students leaving school shall be given
a reduced membership rate for five
years, determined at an Annual
General Meeting.

6.3 Honorary Life Members, Life
Members and Past and Present
Members of the School Staff are
exempt from the payment of annual
subscriptions.

6.4 Subscriptions are due on the 1st
September in advance for the
immediate academic year.

6.5 Members whose subscriptions are in
arrear for one year shall normally
lose their membership, without
prejudice to the right to recover
overdue subscriptions.

Finance

7.1 The President, Hon General
Secretary and the Hon Treasurer
shall be the only people authorised
to incur liability on behalf of the
Association. No member shall
pledge any credit or make any
payment on behalf of the Association
without the express consent of the
President, Hon General Secretary or
Hon Treasurer.

7.2 The Hon Treasurer shall be the only
person authorised to make
payments on behalf of the
Association.

7.3 The financial year shall end on the
30th April.

7.4 Accounts of the Association shall be
kept, and from which a duly audited
and certified Income and
Expenditure Account and Balance
Sheet for each financial year shall be
prepared and submitted for approval
to the next Annual General Meeting.

Annual General Meeting

8.1 The Annual General Meeting shall, if
possible, be held in September at
the School or such other venue in or
near Manchester as may be deemed
suitable by the General Committee,
for which notice should be sent out.
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8.2 The purpose of the Annual General
Meeting shall be:

1. To receive the President’s report.

2. To receive the Hon Treasurer’s
report and consider for approval the
annual accounts of the Association
and Auditor’s report.

3. To receive the Hon General
Secretary’s report.

4. To receive reports from Sections or
Clubs of the Association.

5. To elect the President, and handover
presidential insignia if there is to be a
change of presidency.

6. To elect the Deputy President.

7. To elect all the other elective
members of the General
Committee: Hon General Secretary,
Hon Treasurer, Hon Assistant
Secretary, Hon Assistant Treasurer,
Hon Editor of the Newsletter, and
up to eight other members.

8. To elect the Auditors.

9. To agree by a simple majority, the
subscriptions to come into force at
the next 1st September.

10. Any Other Business arising from
members.

Extraordinary General Meetings

9. An Extraordinary General Meeting
may be convened at any time upon
either a resolution of the General
Committee or a requisition setting
out the resolution or resolutions to
be proposed. The requisition must
be signed by the lesser of 15
members and one tenth of the
members and sent to the Hon
General Secretary. The Hon General
Secretary should give notice of the
meeting pursuant to the requisition
on or before the expiry of thirty days
after receiving the requisition.

Proceedings at General Meetings

10.1 For Annual and Extraordinary
General Meetings, not less than 21
days’ notice in writing setting out any
major resolutions to be proposed,
and particularly resolutions relating to
Alteration of Constitution (clause 12)
and Dissolution of the Association

(clause 14.1) shall be sent to every
member at his or her last known
address.

10.2 Resolutions at Annual General
Meetings shall be passed by a simple
majority of the votes cast by the
members at the meeting, except for
Alteration of Constitution (clause 12)
and Dissolution of the Association
(clause 14.1).

10.3 Resolutions at Extraordinary General
Meetings shall be passed by a
majority of not less than two-thirds
of the votes cast by the members at
the meeting.

10.4 Members shall have one vote on
each resolution. In the event of
equality in voting at an Annual
General Meeting the President (or
Deputy President or whoever is
presiding at the meeting) shall have a
second or casting vote.

Management of Sections and Clubs

11.1 Each Section or Club shall be entitled
to make its own rules, subject to the
approval of the General Committee.

11.2 The Hon General Secretary and
Hon Treasurer shall be ex officio
members of all Section or Club
committees but without the power
to vote at their meetings.

Alteration of Constitution of the
Association

12. This Constitution may be amended
only by a resolution or resolutions at
an Annual or Extraordinary General
Meeting.  They must be passed by a
majority of not less than two-thirds
of the votes cast by the members at
the meeting.

Colours of the Association

13. The official colours of the Association
shall be straw, navy and claret.

Dissolution of the Association

14.1 The Association may be dissolved
only at an Annual or Extraordinary
General Meeting following a
resolution and passed by a majority
of not less than two-thirds of the
votes cast by the members at the
meeting.

14.2 After payment of all liabilities, the
remaining assets of the Association
shall pass to William Hulme’s
Grammar School Foundation
(registered charity number 510668)
provided always that if William
Hulme’s Grammar School
Foundation has amalgamated or
merged with another charity the
remaining assets of the Association
shall pass to that amalgamated or
merged charity.

Property

15.1 The land on Kingsbrook Road,
Whalley Range, known as the Old
Hulmeians Memorial Ground, is held
in trust for the Old Hulmeians
Association by a Company called
Old Hulmeians Playing Fields
Limited. The following Resolution
was approved by the Board of Old
Hulmeians Playing Fields Limited on
29th April 1929: ‘It was resolved:
That the War Memorial Ground is
held by the Company in trust for the
Old Hulmeians Association to be
used as playing fields by Old
Hulmeians and to constitute a
permanent memorial to Old
Hulmeians who fell in the Great War
and that the passing of this
Resolution be intimated to the Old
Hulmeians Association and their
acquiescence invited.’  1. On 14th
September 2011 the Annual General 

Meeting of the Association agreed its
aquiescence to this resolution.

15.2 If the Old Hulmeians Memorial
Ground is sold the net proceeds of
sale shall, in accordance with
operative provision 2.2 of the
Declaration of Trust, automatically
pass to the Old Hulmeians
Association which will use them to
establish an appropriate permanent
memorial to Old Hulmeians who fell
in the Great War, thus honouring the
wishes of the original founders of
Old Hulmeians Playing Fields
Limited.

15.3 Use of the Old Hulmeians Memorial
Ground by William Hulme’s
Grammar School for specific periods
is to be encouraged provided it does
not prevent present and future likely
use by Old Hulmeians.
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O L D  H U L M E I A N S  A S S O C I A T I O N

Report & Accounts
30 April 2015

Honorary Treasurer's Report

The accounts presented here are for the year ending 30th April
2015.

During this financial year the OHA accounts show a surplus of
£218 (2014 deficit of £444), and net assets as at 30th April 2015
of £24,615.

Income and Expenditure:

The majority of the Association’s income was generated from
subscriptions. 

Subscriptions income was £3,903 (2014 £4,139).

Of 343 Members on the mailing list:

24 are Honorary Members

35 are Life Members

4 are 2008 and 2009 School Leavers

280 are Subscribing Members

This year the Golf Society ran a surplus of £65 (deficit of £421 in
2014).

There have been no Annual Dinners held during this financial
year. The next dinner will be the London Dinner to be held in
November ’15.

The Memorial Grounds, generated further income of £100 and
there was other income of £329 (2014 £401) relating to interest
and commission from the Scottish Widows investment accounts.

The 2014 Newsletter was published at a cost of £2,299
(previous year £3,329). The lower costs reflected the fact that
fewer copies were printed and sent out.

Postage costs of £247 were incurred during the year in relation
to the 2014 AGM Notice (£177 for previous year).

As in previous years, the school sponsorship fund was funded to
the value of £1,200 during the year.

General expenses are £177 covering £50 fees for an online
membership service which it is hoped to be able to implement
shortly, £25 re AROPS subscription, £13 re OHPF Ltd
Companies House Fees, and £89 for memento and other
sundry costs. In 2014, these costs totalled £101.

During the year the book value of the centenary tankards/goblets
of £257 has been written off.

However we still hold the stock (9 tankards and 9 goblets).

Net Assets:

The Association has net assets of £24,615 (2014 £24,397), an
increase in the year of £218 relating to the surplus.

Stock has reduced by £303 mainly due to the previously
mentioned write-off of the centenary tankards/goblets.

The balance held with Scottish Widows represents two separate
3yr investment accounts.

During the year one of these accounts reached its maturity date.
The balance has been reinvested in a similar Scottish Widows 3
yr product. As part of this renewal a top-up of £61 from the bank
current account was required to meet the minimum level of
investment. 

A further £29 re interest rec’d has been reinvested giving a total
movement on the Scottish Widow investments of £90 from last
year.

The Bank Balances figure is made up as follows:

Barclays Community (Current) Account £4,875

Barclays Business Saver Account £138

Natwest Golf Society Account £1,936

Rifle Section Account £288

Total Bank Balances £7,237

The creditor balance of £1,425 (2014 £525) relates to accruals
at year end for amounts owing to the school for franking and
stationery costs during the year £225, and school sponsorship
fund £1,200.

Chris Baylis

Reports of the Auditors
To the members of the Old Hulmeians Association

We have examined the balance sheet and income and
expenditure account of the Old Hulmeians Association for the
year ended 30 April 2014 and confirm that they are in
accordance with the books and records provided to us

Beever and Struthers
Chartered Accountants
St George’s House, 215-219 Chester Road
Manchester M15 4JE



O L D  H U L M E I A N S  A S S O C I A T I O N

Report & Accounts
30 April 2015

Income and Expenditure Account
For the year ended 30 April 2015

2015 2014

Income £ £

Ordinary member’s subscriptions received 3,903 4,139

Interest on investments – -

Profit/(Loss) on Dinners  – -

Memorial Ground income; licence fee  100 100

Golf Society  65 -

Profit/(Loss) on London Section – 394

Sale of Colours & Kit – -

Other Income 386 427

4,397 5,034

Expenditure

Print, post, stationery and telephone 247 177

Rent, rates, taxes and insurance  – -

Newsletter 2,299 3,329

Memorial Ground costs  – -

Donations  1,200 1,450

General Expenses 434 101

Golf Society – 421

Legal expenses  – -

4,180 5,478

Surplus of Income over Expenditure for the year 218 (444)

Legacies

Balance at 1 May  5,515 5,515

Received in the year  – -

Balance at 30 April  5,515 5,515
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O L D  H U L M E I A N S  A S S O C I A T I O N

Report & Accounts
30 April 2015

Balance Sheet
As at 30 April 2015

2015 2014

£ £ £ £

Fixed Assets –

Current Assets

Stocks of colours and kit 122 425

Debtors  – –

Scottish Widows 18,681 18,591

Building Society Accounts  – –

Bank Balances 7,237 5,906

Cash  – –

26,040 24,922

Current Liabilities

Amounts owing 1,425 525

1,425 525

Net Current Assets 24,615 24,397

Net Assets 24,615 24,397

Represented by

Accumulated Fund

Balance at 1 May 18,382 19,826

Surplus/(Deficit) for the year 218 (444)

Balance at 30 April 18,600 18,8382

London Association Reserve 500 500

Legacies 5,515 5,515

Balance at 30 April 24,615 24,397
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O.H.A. MEMBERSHIP
Renewal of Subscriptions and New Members

The preferred method of payment is by Standing Order and a form is below, you can also pay by cheque.

METHOD 1 - Pay by Cheque

Enclose a cheque payable to Old Hulmeians Association and complete the details below:

I enclose my subscription of £15 for 2016-2017.

Name ..........................................................................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................... Post code  .....................................................................

METHOD 2 - Pay by Standing Order

BANKER'S ORDER FORM

To: ................................................................................................................................................................. Bank plc

Date ..............................................................................

Full Branch Address .....................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................... Post code  .....................................................................

Please pay to BARCLAYS BANK plc, 51 Mosley Street, Manchester, M60 2AU (20-55-34)

for credit of OLD HULMEIANS ASSOCIATION (A/C 30689335) the sum of £15 (in words Fifteen Pounds)

the first payment to be made on:

......................................................................................................................  and similar payments on 1st September

in every year until further orders from me in writing, and debit the amount so paid to my account.

Signed: ........................................................................................................................................................................

Sort Code: ..................................................................... Account No: ..................................................................

Name ..........................................................................................................................................................................

Address .......................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................... Post code  .....................................................................

Date: .............................................................................

Please return this entire form with either METHOD 1 OR METHOD 2 completed to: 

C.Baylis, William Hulme’s Grammar School, Springbridge Road, Manchester, M16 8PR


