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“Teachers have very strong subject knowledge and 
use it to ensure that students progress well.”

Ofsted, May 2019



Welcome to WHGS Sixth Form from the Principal - Mr P Mulholland
Thank you for your interest in William Hulme’s Grammar School (WHGS) Sixth Form.

At WHGS, we are committed to giving each and every student a fabulous experience which fully prepares them for life beyond school.  We are highly 
ambitious for our Sixth Form students and believe every single one has the potential to be exceptional.  We are committed to doing whatever we can to help 
our students achieve their goals – whatever they may be.

As well as high-quality and engaging lessons taught by well-qualified subject specialists, we make a promise to all 
Sixth Form students that they will have:

 � A designated, fully-equipped Sixth Form Centre with excellent study and social areas;
 � All lessons taught in small teaching groups allowing teachers to fully support students’ learning;
 � A subsidised laptop to enable students to study independently throughout their course;
 � The opportunity to follow a wide range of enrichment courses from the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme 

to the Bar Mock Trial and the Model United Nations;
 � Excellent careers advice and support with university or apprenticeship applications;
 � Visits to universities and lectures;
 � Specialist support for early applicant courses such as Law, Medicine and Oxbridge;
 � One week of high-quality work experience.

We also make a commitment to deliver an Education with Character.  This means that beyond 
the classroom we seek to help students develop their character and become confident, 
ambitious and articulate individuals ready to lead successful and rewarding adult 
lives.  WHGS Sixth Form is much more than a place to gain qualifications; it is a fun, 
challenging and exciting place which seeks to broaden students’ horizons and give 
them the confidence to believe anything is possible.

We are a high-achieving and inclusive Sixth Form and all applicants are 
welcome.  Our enthusiastic and dedicated staff take the time to get to know 
each student and support them throughout their time here enabling them 
to achieve superb results.  We hope that you will want to be part of our 
growing success and I look forward to welcoming you in September 2022. 
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Welcome from the Head of Sixth Form -     
Mr B A Howarth
We are delighted that you are considering continuing your education at the WHGS Sixth Form. 

Our aim is to provide a memorable Sixth Form experience that will help you achieve your 
goals – whatever your particular talents, interests or ambitions.  We offer a professional 
learning environment that combines traditional academic values with modern facilities and 
new opportunities, so you have all you need to thrive and excel. 

We value each and every one of our Sixth Form students and pride ourselves on getting to know 
all our students individually.  With over 200 students, we have the optimum numbers to offer 
a broad range of academic opportunities and provide a high-quality, ambitious curriculum. 
The Sixth Form is, nevertheless, small enough for every student to be known, respected and 
supported as an individual. Our students are a lively and diverse group of people – new students 
are all quickly welcomed into the school community and make strong, lasting friendships. 

Life here is about more than just academic success.  Alongside their studies, our students 
develop a range of skills and personal qualities through participation in our sporting and 
enrichment programmes.  There are always many exciting opportunities for Sixth Form students 
to be part of here and to help them extend their cultural, linguistic or artistic interests. 

We also recognise that the transition to Sixth Form life, then to university and beyond, can be a 
daunting and sometimes challenging time.  We therefore place great emphasis on developing 
trusted partnerships with students and their families so that all our Sixth Form students feel 
encouraged, supported and able to take up all the amazing opportunities that this time in life 
presents. 

We look forward to welcoming you to the Sixth Form next September and to working with you 
over the next two years to help you meet your ambitions.

Ben Howarth
Vice Principal and Head of Sixth Form
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“There is a tangible commitment to equality and diversity 
in the Sixth Form.  Students’ differences are accepted and 

celebrated.  This is a key strength.”
Ofsted, May 2019

The WHGS Sixth Form Centre
Following a huge expansion programme, our new Sixth Form Centre building opened in September 2017. 

This development has allowed us to establish a dedicated Sixth Form area, with the majority of lessons now taught in one building and 
ample private study areas for all our students.  Among the excellent new features are a bistro-style café, where 
students can buy refreshments, and a soft seating area for students to work in groups and relax between lessons. 

The Centre offers our Sixth Form students a comfortable and productive area of their own 
in which to study and socialise. Importantly, this means 

they can enjoy all the privileges we know young adults 
deserve while benefitting from an environment 

that emphasises hard work, enterprise and 
academic achievement.
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Positive relationships between Sixth Form students 
and staff, with individualised support



Curriculum - A-Levels
The curriculum in our Sixth Form is designed to allow you to choose from a 
wide range of subjects. This can promote diversity in terms of your subject 
selections or allow you to specialise. Flexibility is the great strength of our 
academic provision.

We expect the majority of our Sixth Form Students to follow a programme 
starting with three subjects in Year 12 and continuing with these subjects in 
Year 13. Sixth Form students will also have the opportunity to broaden their 
learning through the Extended Project Qualification.

“The Sixth Form curriculum is well planned and teachers 
sequence learning effectively.  Teachers have very strong 

subject knowledge and use it to ensure that students’ 
progress well.”

Ofsted, May 2019

How Do I Choose My Subjects?
We would usually expect you to choose three subjects. Occasionally a fourth 
subject may be chosen after discussion with the Head of Sixth Form. 

Details about the option blocks will be available with the application form.

For popular subjects, we are able to offer more than one set, which widens 
the range of combinations available.

If your ideal combination of subjects does not fit our option blocks, you 
will be able to discuss this with the Head of Sixth Form or a senior teacher 
when you come for your course discussion in February. If it is not possible to 
accommodate your particular combination of subjects we will make every 
effort to assist and advise you.

When Do I Choose My Subjects?
To help us plan for the next academic year we ask all applicants to make 
provisional subject choices on their application forms, which should be 
submitted by the closing date in January.  

Making the Right Choices
In selecting your subjects please remember that you should choose subjects 
which:

 � You are good at:

Every A-Level course has its own minimum GCSE grade (please see minimum 
grade page). 

 � You enjoy:

Subject enjoyment, interest, involvement and examination success go hand 
in hand. It is difficult to motivate yourself to do well if you do not enjoy the 
subjects you are studying. 

 � You may need for a certain career or 
university course:

Although certain subjects may be very ‘useful’, anything less than a C grade 
in even the most useful subject loses its value very rapidly.

At the provisional choices stage you are not making any final decisions, and 
you may change your mind later on. We cannot guarantee to accommodate 
changes of subject but we will always do our best to help and advise you.
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Student Support and Pastoral Care 
Pastoral care at WHGS is immediate, personalised and sustained.

We regard ensuring our students’ happiness and well-being as our most 
important responsibility. The role of the Sixth Form tutor is absolutely 
essential in this.  Students will see their tutor at least once a fortnight 
and will have the opportunity for individual interviews on a regular basis.  
Mr Howarth (Head of Sixth Form) and Miss Smith (Deputy Head of Sixth 
Form), both work closely with Tutors, the Director of Sixth Form Progress and 
Heads of Year, to ensure that students maximise the opportunities available 
to make the most of their talents and realise their ambitions.

A-Level Study
A-Levels are academic qualifications that require a rigorous approach no 
matter where they are taken. At WHGS, you will be expected to commit to 
your studies both in and out of the classroom.

Each subject in the Sixth Form is allocated 10 hours of teaching time over a 
two week period. In addition to contact time, you will be expected to work 
during private study periods in the Sixth Form Centre, the Learning Resource 
Centre or other free classrooms. 

Independent learning is a key ingredient to success at A-Level, and you will 
be set challenging homework tasks designed to supplement and extend the 
learning that takes place in the classroom. If you want to be a successful 
A-Level student, you should expect to complete one hour of private study 
for every hour spent in the classroom for each subject.

Academic Support
We provide a wide range of academic support to ensure that students are 
making the most of their time in the Sixth Form. At WHGS you can expect to 
be in classes that are smaller than Sixth Form colleges, thus receiving plenty 

of support from subject teachers. In addition to this, most subjects provide 
after school support sessions to enhance learning. 

Alongside support from teaching staff, we run an Academic Mentoring 
scheme that allows students to work with fellow Sixth Form students in a 
less formal setting.  

Academic Monitoring 
We take our responsibility of providing the best educational experience for 
our Sixth Form students very seriously, and part of that is monitoring the 
academic performance of individual students. This is done regularly and 
involves collaboration with teaching staff and, where necessary, parents 
or carers. 

As well as Form Tutors, there is a Director of Progress and two Heads of Year 
in the Sixth Form with specific responsibility for providing academic support 
for students.  This is available in an encouraging and supportive atmosphere 
that is designed to get the best out of our students.

In-Class Support 
As we are a 3 - 18 school, we are very lucky to have a Primary Phase on 
site that enables Sixth Form students to offer in-class support to primary 
teachers. Furthermore, we also run a reading support scheme, whereby Sixth 
Form students help develop the reading skills of Year 7 transition students.

“Students’ rates of attendance are good.  There is a three-
year upward trend because leaders effectively ensure that 
students are in school to learn.  Safeguarding procedures 
are highly effective.”

Ofsted, May 2019
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Access to a wide range of enrichment opportunities, 
including a place for every Sixth Form student on the 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award



Early Applicants Support 
A number of our Year 12 students decide that they would like to make 
an application in Year 13 through UCAS to study Medicine, Dentistry or 
Veterinary Science.  Some students who expect to achieve high A-Level 
grades also aspire to make an application to the Universities of Oxford 
or Cambridge.  As these applications are made before the usual UCAS 
closure dates, these students are known as Early Applicants.

At WHGS, we have a robust programme of support in place for these 
students who will require specialist knowledge and advice in order to make 
a competitive application.  Leading the programme, we have a dedicated 
member of staff who can provide individual support for each student.  This 
is a huge advantage, because this person will get to know you well over 
time and tailor the support you receive to your own personal requirements.

We are also part of the Cambridge HE+ Outreach Programme and can 
offer residential Oxbridge visits and academic connections.  In addition, 
we have  excellent connections with Nuffield Research Placements, Sutton 
Trust, Social Mobility Foundation, Manchester Medical School and with 
several other very useful organisations who offer fantastic development 
opportunities for our students to enable them to make the best possible 
application they can in a very competitive environment.

Curriculum Enrichment 
As well as taking A-Levels, Sixth Form students can opt for the Extended 
Project Qualification.  This is a guided learning qualification that is highly 
regarded by universities. Students complete a 5000 word project on a 
topic of their own choice. 

Prefects / Leadership
All Sixth Form students are invited to apply for the positions of Heads of 
School and Prefects. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop 
leadership and other essential skills. Heads of School and Prefects are 
given significant responsibility within the school.

Peer Mentoring 
Sixth Form students have the chance to develop and demonstrate so-called 
soft skills, such as empathy and patience through our peer mentoring 
programme. This enables Sixth Form students to give something back to 
the school and have a real impact on the lives of our younger students. 

Bar Mock Trial 
Every year, Sixth Form students from WHGS take part in the Bar Mock 
Trial. This is a competition held at the Crown Courts in central Manchester. 
During the competition, students take on a variety of roles in a mock trial 
performed in front of a real judge. In the weeks prior to the competition, 
practising barristers come in to school to offer support and advice to 
participants.  

Sport 
There are many sporting opportunities in the Sixth Form. Alongside House 
competitions in games, there are numerous sports teams that compete 
against other schools and colleges. 
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Enrichment and Extra-Curricular
Sixth Form students are role models for the rest of the school.  Our focus 
is on developing well-rounded individuals as well as achieving academic 
results, so we encourage all our students to take part in a range of activities 
which help them grow into confident, independent young adults.  We 
have an extensive volunteering programme that allows all our students to 
develop the skills required to meet their career needs.

Clubs and Societies
Below are some of the activities currently available that Sixth Form students 
can become involved with:

Amnesty International Maths Support
Athletics MFL Club
Badminton Music
Book Craft Club Muslim Prayers
Chess Open Sport

Combined Cadet Force (CCF) Peer Mentoring
Computing Poetry Society
Creative Writing Psychology Support
Cricket Science Support
Dance Sociology Support
Design and Technology Club Table Tennis
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Tennis
Fitness Sessions Ukulele Orchestra
Football Weights/Gym 

D of E
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award aims to provide for young people an 
enjoyable, challenging and rewarding programme of personal development, 
which is of the highest quality and challenges each enrolled student fully. 
We are able to offer students the opportunity to achieve their Bronze or 
Silver Awards. 

Charities
WHGS has played an important role in Manchester life for over 100 years 
and we are proud to continue this tradition through fundraising, work 
experience and welcoming community groups to the academy. Throughout 
the year, our students raise thousands of pounds for local charities.  

Sixth Form Centre / School Campus
The Sixth Form Centre, with its own café, is a friendly, welcoming place to 
be.  It is the focal point for social activity and is a place where students can 
either work or relax and chat to friends. The atmosphere is good humoured 
and dynamic. Sixth Form students also have access to the wider resources 
of the school. These include a well-stocked Learning Resource Centre and 
state-of-the-art ICT equipment, including an interactive whiteboard in every 
classroom, which is used to enhance teaching and learning.    

Students also have access to a vast amount of literature and relevant web 
sites to help them with their University applications. There is a great deal 
of information about Gap Year opportunities. Experienced tutors can offer 
advice and support through the University application process.

We encourage all students to stay fit while they are studying. On a weekly 
basis all students may take part in games and fitness activities. We have 
something to suit everyone, including a sports centre and the school’s well 
equipped gym. Furthermore, there are 10 acres of sports fields on site, 
including all weather pitches.  
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“The Sixth Form has amazing 
support from the teachers so 
I always felt I could ask for 
help in my subjects.”

Student Voice

Achievements
If you choose to come to WHGS, you will be working alongside a team of 
teachers and students who aspire to achieving the best. We are proud of the 
achievements of our young adults, which, as you can see below, compare 
favourably with many other Sixth Form schools and colleges.  

A-Level Results 2019

 � 99%     A* - E Grades 
 � 71%     A* - C Grades 
 � 44%     A* - B Grades

In addition to outstanding grades, the A-Level progress at WHGS in 2019 
was the highest in Manchester of the non-independent Sixth Form schools 
and colleges.

“Across all courses, current students make good progress 
from their starting points because of good-quality teaching.”

Ofsted, May 2019

Welcome to the Old Hulmeians 
The Old Hulmeians’ Association (OHA) is a committee of volunteers which 
helps all former pupils and staff of William Hulme’s Grammar School 
reconnect. They meet regularly to organise annual events including an Annual 
Dinner every June at the school.

The current annual fee is £15 and offers the following benefits:

 � An annual, high quality, printed newsletter
 � Sports sections such as golf and cross-country running (lacrosse is 

available at Brooklands Sports Club, Sale)
 � Use of the OH Memorial Ground playing fields in Whalley Range and the 

Whalley Range Cricket Club facilities
 � A lifelong connection with the school
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Institution Degree Subject
Edge Hill University Medicine
Imperial College London Civil Engineering
Leeds Beckett University Law

Sport and Exercise Nutrition
Liverpool John Moores University Accounting and Finance

Business with International 
Business Management
Law and Criminal Justice 
Psychology 

London School of Economics and 
Political Science, University of 
London

Accounting & Finance

Manchester Metropolitan 
University

Accounting and Finance 
Biomedical Science
Business Management
Mental Health Nursing
Pharmaceutical Chemistry
Psychology

St George's, University of London Biomedical Science
Staffordshire University Games Art
The University of Law Law with Criminology
University of Central Lancashire Biomedical Sciences 

Medical Sciences 
University of Chester Biology
University of Hull Law
University of Leeds Business Management

Human Resource Management

University of Leicester Law with Criminology
University of Manchester Adult Nursing

Chemical Engineering 
Dentistry (BDS first year entry)
English Literature
Management (Accounting 
and Finance) with Industrial/
Professional Experience
Medicine
Pharmacy

University of Nottingham Engineering and Physical Sciences
University of Oxford Philosophy, Politics and Economics
University of Salford Human Biology and Infectious 

Diseases
Mechanical Engineering
Pharmaceutical Science with a 
Foundation Year
Psychology 

University of Southampton Politics and International Relations
University of Warwick Chemistry

Economics

Destination of Leavers 2020
The vast majority of our Sixth Form students progress to Higher Education. The table below shows you where our 2020 Leavers went and the courses they chose:
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Lexie, Palvasha, Simardeep and Will were  our Heads of 
School in 2020/21.  Below are  their reflections on their 
Sixth Form experience.  

“WHGS Sixth Form offers a calm focused learning environment, 
which makes for more productive work during free periods. There 
are several free rooms provided to students who wish to do 
independent study in a silent environment and then there is the 
brilliant Flexible Learning Space that provides a more social setting 
for students who work best collaboratively. 

Computers and printers are also available for student-use during 
free lessons to aid learning. Taking breaks from study is, of 
course, acceptable and there is the Common Room and Café to 
spend these in, away from those who would like a quieter space. 
Everything is close by so it does not take long to become familiar 
with where all the facilities are and it is impossible to get lost in 
our school! 

The Head of Sixth Form, Deputy Head of Sixth Form and the Head 
of Year offices are close by too, in case of enquiries or support.  
From the consistent support of our teachers to the quiet learning 
environment and various resources available, WHGS offers a stable 
structure for students, which under the uncertainty of the past 
year, had proved to be a comfort.”

Simardeep

“Although much of our time at William Hulme’s Sixth Form was 
spent in lockdown due to the pandemic, the support offered by 
the staff ensured that our learning was not interrupted and we 
were still able to cover the content to a high standard. On top of 
this, our easy-to-reach Pastoral staff made sure that any student 
in need of help with coping with the stress of their studies, or any 
other issues, could receive the help they needed. 

When we arrived back at school to learn in person, a range of 
optional interventions were made available to us in order to 

reinforce our knowledge in any particularly challenging areas of 
the course. Due to this support, as well as opportunities such as 
HE+ and Early Applicants Programmes, we felt encouraged to aim 
higher and reach our full potential. 

These programmes were also beneficial when applying to UCAS, as 
they provided further insight into our A Level subjects and covered 
content outside of the specification, which we could discuss in our 
personal statements. Some of the staff made the UCAS application 
process so much easier with early deadlines, honesty and specific 
feedback. This level of support did not stop once the application 
was complete; they provided us with a quiet space for each 
interview and seemed to be as excited as we were. 

Our classes were quite small compared to the large colleges, 
allowing our teachers to communicate more effectively with us 
as students and tailor lessons to meet our individual needs, which 
was especially helpful when we were learning from home. As well 
as this, the class sizes and departments helped to create a real 
community feel around the Sixth Form, as students were able to 
get to know each other and their teachers better than they may 
be able to at a conventional college. Within this community, there 
are staff who want to see you succeed and are prepared to make 
support groups, such as the Pride Group, to make you feel more 
at home.”

Will and Lexie

“One thing that had drawn me towards staying at WHGS was the 
broad variety of extra curricular activities and support available 
for students to partake in; ranging from competitive PE sessions 
to Drama Club to the Bar Mock Trial and Combined Cadet Force. 
There is something for everyone and for me, being a person who 
enjoys something from every sector, there was no reason for me 
to leave. 

As well as all of this looking great on UCAS forms, it allows for 
bonds to strengthen between students and teachers, which adds 
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to the familial atmosphere which is omnipresent within our Sixth Form. 
Alongside this, there is a massive amount of extra academic support and 
endless amount of intervention sessions at hand, to aid in pushing us to 
obtain top grades. 

I can speak from personal experience when I say these have been more 
than helpful and have made an immense difference to my work and test 
results. This is the perfect place to prosper and be pushed to the best of your 
abilities.”

Palvasha 

Planning Beyond Sixth Form 
By the end of their studies, a very high proportion of our students progress 
onto university courses. The school has excellent links with professional 
bodies and Higher Education establishments to help students make the right 
choices for the future.

Our curriculum allows for flexibility in subject choice, and whilst some students 
may select complementary subjects (eg. Maths, Physics and Chemistry), 
others may wish to mix complementary and contrasting disciplines (eg. 
Physics, Maths and French). Selecting a contrasting subject can be beneficial 
in that it may demonstrate a wide range of skills and abilities to a potential 
university or employer.  It is worth thinking ahead to what you might want to 
study at university and ensure that your subject combination will enable you 
to meet the requirements of the degree courses in which you are interested.

We provide a full programme of support for students who apply to Higher 
Education institutions through UCAS, including specialist advice from staff 
within school and visiting speakers. We are able to provide interview practice 
for all students should this be required, but in particular those who are 
applying for courses such as medicine and dentistry. 

WHGS also enjoys strong links with Oxbridge colleges, and we are able to 
organise trips outside of formal open days, thus allowing students to see 
colleges in their true light.

As well as providing advice on the UCAS application process, we offer a 
range of activities and events to highlight employment opportunities and 
enhance employability skills, including an individual careers interview for 
each Sixth Form student. 

Entry Requirements
 
Entry into the Sixth Form requires six passes at GCSE Level (Grades 9-5) 
including English and at least a Grade 4 in Maths. A GCSE Grade 6 is required 
in a subject if you would like to continue it at A-Level, but a high Grade 5 will 
be considered (from Higher Tier examinations only if applicable). Please note 
that Mathematics requires a Grade 7 (a high Grade 6 will be considered) and 
Further Maths also requires a GCSE Grade 7.  Please refer to the list on page 
18 showing details of individual course requirements.

In September 2022, there will be 120 places available overall in Year 12.  

All students, both internal and external, are required to complete an 
application form, which can be collected from the school or downloaded 
from our website.

Internal Candidates 

Students who are already on roll at WHGS are entitled to transfer into the 
Sixth Form provided that they meet the minimum standards for entry.  All 
students will be offered a course discussion to help them to make the right 
choices. 

Internal transfer forms should be returned to the Sixth Form Secretary in the 
school office by 7 January 2022 in order to help us determine the number 
of places available for external candidates. Transfer forms received after this 
date will still be accepted, but subject choices may be more limited because 
some courses may already be full.  Offers of places will be conditional upon 
minimum entry requirements being achieved.  
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External Candidates 

Students who do not yet attend WHGS should submit an external application 
form as soon as possible. The closing date for receipt of these is 7 January 
2022.  However, late applications will be considered if places are still 
available, although subject choices may be limited because some courses 
may already be full.

Those candidates whose predicted GCSE grades meet the minimum level 
required will be made a provisional offer.  Offers of places will be conditional 
upon minimum entry requirements being achieved.  In the event that a 
particular course is oversubscribed, places will be allocated according to the 
admissions criteria agreed with the DfE.  Under the School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998, parents or students have the right to appeal to an 
independent appeals panel against the decision of an admissions authority 
not to offer a place at a particular school.

Late Applications 

A limited number of places may become available in late August 2022.  
Please contact the Sixth Form Secretary then if you are still looking for a 
place in the Sixth Form after 18 August 2022.

Important Dates
Options/Open Evening Thursday 21 October 2021

Closing Date for Forms to be Submitted Friday 7 January 2022

Course Discussions/Applicant Evening February/March 2022

Taster Day July 2022

Conditional Offer Letters Spring Term 2022

GCSE Results Day and Enrolment To be confirmed

Timetable for Sixth Form Provisional 
Offers 2022
Closing Date for Applications Friday 7 January 2022
Year 11 Course Discussions February/March 2022
External Students Applicant 
Evening March 2022

All Provisional Offers Sent April 2022
Deadline for Acceptance of 
Provisional Offers

This date will be provided on your 
Provisional Offer Letter

Changes to Course Choices This date will be provided on your 
Provisional Offer Letter

GCSE Results Published To be confirmed
Deadline for Notifying WHGS of 
GCSE Results To be confirmed

Term Begins - Year 12 September 2022



Art

Biology

Business

Chemistry

Computer Science

Design Technology

Economics

English Language

English Literature

Film Studies

French

Geography 

German

History

Law

Mathematics

Music

Photography

Physics

Politics

Psychology

Religious Studies

Sociology

Spanish

Course Index
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“The quality of teaching is high 
and the class sizes are small, 

which allows teachers to work 
closely with each student.”

Student Voice
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Art and 
Design

GCSE Grade 6 if taken (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

Biology GCSE Grades 6 - 6 required in Combined Science or GCSE 
Grades 6 and 6 in Biology and at least one other science. 
To do more than one science a GCSE Grade 7 is highly 
recommended in at least one science. A GCSE Grade 6 in 
Maths is required.

Business 
Studies

GCSE Grade 6 in Business Studies if taken (a high Grade 5 
will be considered) or Grade 5 in English.

Chemistry GCSE Grades 6 - 6 required in Combined Science or GCSE 
Grades 6 and 6 in Chemistry and at least one other science. 
To do more than one science a GCSE Grade 7 is highly 
recommended in at least one science. A GCSE Grade 6 in 
Maths is required.

Computer 
Science 

GCSE Grade 6 in Maths and Grade 6 in Computing if taken 
(a high Grade 5 in Computing will be considered)

Design and 
Technology

GCSE Grade 5 in one of the Design Technology subject 
areas 

Economics GCSE Grade 6 in Mathematics and Grade 5 in English 

English 
Language

GCSE Grade 6 required (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

English 
Literature

GCSE Grade 6 required (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

Film Studies GCSE Grade 6 required in English Language or Literature (a 
high Grade 5 will be considered)

French GCSE Grade 6 required (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

Further Maths GCSE Grade 7 required in Mathematics 

Geography GCSE Grade 6 required in Geography if taken (a high Grade 
5 will be considered) or Grade 5 in English 

German GCSE Grade 6 required (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

History GCSE Grade 6 required in History if taken (a high Grade 5 
will be considered) or Grade 5 in English 

Law GCSE Grade 5 in English or Grade 6 in History (a high 
Grade 5 in History will be considered)

Mathematics GCSE Grade 7 highly recommended, but a high Grade 6 will 
be considered

Music GCSE Grade 5 in Music or BTEC Music Technology. Grade 4 
or above on your principal instrument/voice

Photography GCSE Grade 5 or above in Art or Photography

Physics GCSE Grades 6 - 6 required in Combined Science or GCSE 
Grades 6 and 6 in Physics and at least one other science. 
To do more than one science a GCSE Grade 7 is highly 
recommended in at least one science. A GCSE Grade 6 in 
Maths is required.

Politics        GCSE Grade 5 required in English 

Psychology GCSE Grade 5 in a science or 5-5 in combined science and 
Grade 5 in English 

Religious 
Studies

GCSE Grade 6 required in Religious Studies if taken (a high 
Grade 5 will be considered) or Grade 5 in English 

Sociology   GCSE Grade 5 in English 

Spanish GCSE Grade 6 required (a high Grade 5 will be considered)

L3 Core 
Maths

GCSE Grade 5 in Mathematics

Subjects will be offered subject to demand.

List of A-Levels Available and Entry Requirements for Each Subject
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Art

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
The main purpose of any course in art, craft and design is to develop your 
ability to appreciate the visual world, respond in a personal and creative way 
and perhaps even contribute for the benefit of everyone.

The skills you develop will be varied.  Among them, you will develop a 
working knowledge of materials, practices and technology within art.  You 
will develop the skills to interpret and convey your ideas and feelings using 
art, craft and design.  You will develop your imaginative and creative powers 
and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills.  You will also 
develop a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of 
the place of art, craft and design in history and in contemporary society.

A broad-based course exploring practical and critical/contextual work through 
a range of 2D and/or 3D processes and media, including photography. There 
are two components including Component One 60%: Personal Investigation 
and Component Two 40%: 15 hour externally set practical exam. Students 
are required to conduct a practical investigation, into an idea, issue, concept 
or theme, supported by written material. The focus of the investigation must 
be identified independently by the student and must lead to a finished 
outcome or a series of related finished outcomes. In the 15 hour exam 
students must produce a finished outcome or a series of related finished 
outcomes, informed by their preparatory work.

Additional information
This course is suitable for:

 � Students who wish to undertake further studies in art, craft and design, 
usually at art college or further education.

 � Students who are looking to take up careers for which an art background 
is relevant.  These might include advertising, publishing, architecture, 
museums, theatre or art gallery work.

 � Students who have an interest in and aptitude for the subject, but who 
do not intend to take the subject beyond AS or A-Level.

 � Students who take this course will explore photography and use a dark 
room.
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Biology

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
Biology at WHGS is taught during ten one hour periods per two-week 
timetable cycle. The content is taught by five specialist Biology teachers in 
three fully equipped laboratories.

The A-Level in Biology at WHGS follows the two-year linear format. The 
course comprises eight topics; four in each year. There is also a series of 
twelve assessed practicals, in addition to other practicals, which take place 
throughout the two years. There will be questions about these practicals in the 
internal assessments and external examinations. The external examinations 
are sat at the end of Year 13, but internal assessments occur at the end of 
topics and at the end of Year 12.

 � Year 12 
Unit 1 – Biological molecules
Unit 2 – Cells
Unit 3 – Organisms and their environment
Unit 4 – Genetics and variation

 � Year 13
Unit 5 – Energy transfers within and between organisms
Unit 6 – Organisms and changes in environments
Unit 7 – Genetics, populations and ecosystems
Unit 8 – Control of gene expression

Additional information 
Students who wish to study courses such as medicine, dentistry, pharmacology, 
life sciences, environmental sciences and many others at university will find 
that A-Level Biology is often specified as a required subject at A-Level.

Business Studies

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
 � Year 1 Specification:

1. What is business?
2. Managers, leadership and decision making
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance
4. Decision making to improve operational performance
5. Decision making to improve financial performance
6. Decision making to improve human resource performance

 � Year 2 Specification:
1. Analysing the strategic position of a business
2. Choosing strategic direction
3. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies
4. Managing strategic change

Additional information
This course is very popular and will give you an insight into how businesses 
operate. It is excellent preparation for anyone seeking to pursue business 
related courses in Higher Education and those who may be aiming to run a 
business of their own.



“Students have access to a wide 
range of enrichment activities.”

Ofsted, May 2019
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Chemistry

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

How is the course structured?
The A-Level course is a linear qualification. This means you will sit all the 
exams at the end of your A-level course (2 years). 

What will I study?
In both years of study the subject content will be split into the traditional 
branches of physical, organic and inorganic chemistry and will expand 
on many topics you have covered at GCSE and then cover more complex 
chemistry which will prepare you for further study at university.

Who takes this course?
Students with a wide range of interests enjoy the chemistry course and it is 
seen by universities as a facilitating subject for many degree courses. Whether 
you want a job in chemistry itself, dentistry, medicine, the pharmaceutical 
industry or finance, chemistry is the solid platform upon which careers are 
built.

Where will success take me?
Over the past few years our chemistry students have gone on to study a 
variety of degrees at university such as pharmacy, dentistry, environmental 
health, biomedical science, veterinary medicine, chemical engineering and 
aerospace engineering.

Computer Science

Which exam board?
OCR (www.ocr.org.uk)

What will I study?
There are three strands to the course, Systems, Algorithms and the Project.

 � Component 01: Computer Systems
The foundations and implications of Computer Science including:
•	 Hardware: the CPU, input, output and storage devices
•	 Software and the “agile” development method
•	 Networks, compression, cybersecurity and encryption
•	 Data structures and data structures from binary to stacks, queues 

and graphs
•	 Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues such as Artificial 

Intelligence, eWaste and software piracy 
 � Component 02: Algorithms and Programming

This builds on component 01 to include computational thinking and 
problem-solving. It covers:
•	 Thinking abstractly, thinking ahead, thinking procedurally, logically 

and concurrently
•	 Solving problems with programs in Python, JavaScript and C#
•	 Modular programming, recursion and Object-Oriented 

Programming and GUIs
•	 Computational methods including data mining, backtracking and 

decision-making with heuristics
•	 Standard Algorithms including binary search, tree traversal, quick 

sort and Dijkstra’s shortest path
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 � Component 03: Programming Project
You will apply your skills to a practical programming project where you 
will analyse, design, develop, test, evaluate and document a program 
written in Python, or one of four other languages. Many students create 
games, others create practical applications for healthcare, education 
or the arts. Advanced programmers may use simple game engines like 
Defold. This unit is worth 20% of the overall grade.

Additional information
Links with the University of Manchester, Manchester Metropolitan University, 
Manchester Digital and the STEM organisation allow us to provide many 
enrichment experiences. Recent events have included an intensive full web 
stack development programme in 2021, and a robotics day at PwC’s offices 
in Spinningfields in 2019.

Many alumni have gone on to top jobs in the technology industry including 
positions with PwC and ARM. 

A GCSE in Computer Science would be helpful but not essential. Strong 
mathematical ability evidenced by a good GCSE or equivalent in Mathematics 
is essential.

Design Technology - Product Design

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
In Year 12 all lessons will be linked to exam theory with many practical mini 
projects done to top up practical skills.  3D software is taught and students get 
to use the laser cutter and 3D printer.  The Non-Exam Assessment (NEA) will be 
introduced around Easter time and you will develop a specific brief that meets 
the needs of a user, client or  market. The brief must be of an appropriate level of 
complexity and contain a degree of uncertainty of the outcome so that you can  
engage in an iterative process of designing, making, testing and evaluating.
You will produce a final prototype based on the design brief you have 
developed, along with a digital design portfolio, which needs to be; an 
individual project with genuine real life opportunities for a chosen client. 
 
In Year 13 work will continue on the NEA portfolio including research, 
design, modelling, prototyping, testing and evaluating. Exam theory will still 
continue throughout the year.

Additional information
The A-Level Design and Technology: Product Design specification has 
been designed to encourage you to take a broad view of design and 
technology, to develop your capacity to design and make products 
and to appreciate the complex relations between design, materials,  
manufacture and marketing.

In order to succeed in Design and Technology, students must be independent 
learners and be able to work on projects inside and outside of the classroom.
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Economics

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
Subject content:

 � Individuals, firms, markets and market failure
 � Economic methodology and the economic problem
 � Individual economic decision making
 � Price determination in a competitive market
 � Production, costs and revenue
 � Perfect competition, imperfectly competitive markets and monopoly
 � The labour market
 � The distribution of income and wealth: poverty and inequality
 � The market mechanism, market failure and government intervention in 

markets
 � The national and international economy
 � The measurement of macroeconomic performance
 � How the macroeconomy works : the circular flow of income, AD/AS 

analysis, and related concepts
 � Economic performance
 � Financial markets and monetary policy
 � Fiscal policy and supply-side policies
 � The international economy

Additional information
A-level Economics will give you an excellent understanding of how 
economies allocate their scarce resources to meet the needs and wants of 
people in the economy. You will develop an understanding of the economic 
problems which face  individuals, firms and governments on a local, national 
and global level and the alternative ways these problems can be resolved.  

Dania Abdulhamed

Staying at William Hulme’s was a well-informed decision I made due to 
many factors. For example, the rapport I had created with my teachers 
and classmates for five years helped to make the decision to stay a 
lot easier. The small class sizes would mean that I would receive much 
more support from teachers, which is something I feel is invaluable. 
Furthermore, receiving regular detailed reports are an incentive for 
me to work harder and improve my work ethic constantly.
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You will investigate microeconomic topics such as how individual decisions 
impact economic outcomes, the importance of competition,how markets 
operate and why they fail and how the distribution of income and wealth 
is affected. You will also learn about macroeconomics, looking at the ‘big 
picture’ of how our national economy fits into the global context, the global 
impact of financial markets and monetary policy and the operation of the 
international economy.

English Language

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
AQA  A-level English Language specification offers opportunities for students 
to develop their subject expertise by engaging creatively and critically with a 
wide range of texts and discourses. 

Students will create texts and reflect critically on their own processes of 
production, while analysing the texts produced by others. The specification 
explores the study of English language both as a medium of communication 
and as a topic in its own right, with an emphasis on the ability of students 
to pursue lines of enquiry, debate different views, and work independently 
to research aspects of language in use. 

Language is seen as a creative tool for expression and social connection, as 
well as for individual cognition. The study of language as a symbolic system 
used to assert power in society is also fundamental to the scope of this 
specification.

The topics and titles of the subject content reflect a possible trajectory 
through the course, with ‘Language, the individual and society’ focusing 
on individual and immediate social contexts for language, and ‘Language 
diversity and change’ working outwards to consider larger-scale public 
discourses about change and variety, drawing on regional, ethnic, national 
and global Englishes.
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English Literature

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk) 

What will I study?
This specification has a distinct philosophy which centres on different ways of 
reading and on the connections which exist between texts. Study of texts is 
enhanced by the study of critical theory in the non-exam assessment. In this 
way, students can gain a solid understanding of how texts can be connected 
and how they can be interpreted in multiple ways so that students can arrive 
at their own interpretations and become confident readers. Students are 
equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for both exams and non-
exam assessment.

The specification encourages the exploration of texts in a number of different 
ways:

 � the study of texts within specific genres
 � the study of texts through engagement with a range of theoretical ideas
 � writing about texts in a number of different ways.

Genre study is at the heart of English Literature B and the four broad genres 
available for study are tragedy, comedy, crime writing and political and 
social protest writing. The texts offered are not necessarily classic examples 
of established genres and this is reflected in the modifying words ‘aspects of’ 
and ‘elements of’. Indeed, the specification takes into account the fact that 
writers often subvert the genre in which they are writing.

Working with genre involves looking at ways in which authors shape 
meanings within their texts. It also involves thinking about a wide range of 
relevant contexts, some of them to do with the production of the text at the 
time of its writing, some (where possible) to do with how the text has been 

received over time and contexts to do with how the text can be interpreted 
by readers now. Looking at texts as generic works involves connecting 
individual texts with others, as the whole idea of genre is a connective one. 
Finally, because genres and their qualities are not fixed, this means that 
interpretation is not fixed, and that multiple interpretations are possible.

This specification reflects the belief that the assessment objectives (AOs) 
work best together, producing a rounded and holistic view of English 
literature. Thus all five AOs are assessed in each question. These are:

 � AO1: Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary 
texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, 
accurate written expression.

 � AO2: Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts.
 � AO3: Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of 

the contexts in which literary texts are written and received.
 � AO4: Explore connections across literary texts.
 � AO5: Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations



Isaam Akhtar 

I chose to stay at WHGS because I enjoyed my experience in the 
secondary school and found the teachers understanding and 
supportive. I was swayed by the small class sizes and the close knit 
atmosphere because it meant I would get that support more often 
and have better relationships with my teachers. 
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Film Studies

Which exam board?
Eduqas (www.eduqas.co.uk)

What will I study?
There are two separate Eduqas qualifications: AS and A level.  Whether you 
are studying AS or A Level Film, your first year will cover the same topic 
areas:

 � Hollywood 1930-1990
 � American Independent Film
 � British Film
 � European Film
 � Film Production

A Level students will also study:

 � Global Film
 � Documentary
 � Silent Film
 � Experimental Film
 � Short Film

At both levels you will study the key elements of film form including 
cinematography, mise en scène, editing, sound and performance. You will 
also study the contexts of your chosen films and what was happening 
when the film was made.

What can the film tell us about history and society at that time? You will 
study the films in terms of the representations they present or challenge. 
At AS students study the specialist film areas of Spectatorship & Narrative. 
At A Level you will engage in the study of Ideology, the Auteur and Critical 
Debates surrounding Film.



Dedicated Sixth Form Centre 
with café facilities
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Additional information
Studying Film: The Myths Versus the Facts

You just sit around watching films
There is so much more to Film Studies than simply watching films. When 
watching a film, we might regard it as relaxation or escapism. However, 
the in-depth study of film involves coming from a very different starting 
point. As well as gaining an appreciation of film as an art form in terms 
of its visual storytelling, studying film can enhance your understanding of 
the world in terms of competing values, attitudes and beliefs. Our course 
also incorporates a creative production element where you will be able to 
put what you have learnt into practice by making a short film or writing a 
screenplay.

Film Studies is easy
Film Studies is an extremely enjoyable and worthwhile subject to study, but 
expect to be constantly challenged and excited by the course. Not only will 
it change the way you watch film, but more importantly it will challenge you 
to think in new ways and question or change your perspective on a whole 
host of issues, for example, representation of race or gender. Studying film 
allows you to understand important issues and developments within history, 
society and culture, using film as the medium with which to gain a greater 
insight into these areas.

From Silent Cinema to Contemporary Hollywood, the films on our specification 
have great critical reputations. They are films of depth and substance which 
have been purposefully chosen to offer rich and interesting analysis.  They 
represent different time periods and different moments in history showing 
alternative representations of culture and people.

In addition, the development of deeper critical and creative thinking gained 
by studying film can enhance many different career paths and is a much 
sought after transferable skill in both employment and further study.

Universities don’t see Film as a viable entry qualification
The study of film is highly regarded. Film Studies has been an academic 
discipline within universities for over 50 years and is regarded as an academic 
subject in its own right. Oxford and Cambridge are now offering Masters 
and PHD courses in Film Studies and Screen Arts. Russell Group universities 
accept Film Studies as an appropriate A level qualification when prospective 
students apply to study a humanities or arts related discipline.

There are no jobs in Film
Film is one of the most relevant subjects today.

Did you know that every nine days, as much moving image is uploaded to 
YouTube as the BBC has broadcast in its entire history? Employment in the 
screen industries has grown by over 20% since 2009 and will substantially 
outpace the economy wide increase of 3% if the skills shortages in this 
area are fulfilled. Career paths for students of Film may, of course, include 
practical avenues such as Film-Making, Directing, Producing and Editing but 
a qualification in Film Studies also allows you to move into more theoretical 
pathways such as Film Criticism, Journalism, Teaching and Education.

How will I be assessed?

AS
There are two exams at AS, each worth 35% of the qualification with the 
remaining 30% assessed by production work. Each exam lasts 90 minutes 
and consists of four extended response questions over two sections.

A Level
Similarly, at A Level there are 2 exams, each worth 35%, and a 30% 
assessment of production work.

The exams at A Level are 150 minutes long and consist of answering 3 
extended response questions on Component 1 and 4 extended response 
questions on Component 2.
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Creative Production
On both AS and A Level courses there is a creative production element which 
allows you to showcase the film-making or screenwriting skills you have 
developed during the course:

AS:
 � Film Extract (video) or
 � Film Extract Screenplay (with storyboard)
 � Evaluative Analysis

A Level:
 � Short Film (video)
 � Short Film Screenplay (with storyboard)
 � Evaluative Analysis 

What skills will I develop?
Studying Film enables you to see the world in a different light and develop a 
wide range of transferable skills for further education, work and life:

 � Creative Thinking
 � Critical Thinking
 � Emotional Intelligence
 � Film Analysis
 � Textual Analysis
 � Communication
 � Research skills
 � Literacy
 � Technical competencies (i.e. film editing)

Students of Film Studies are the students of the future, gaining the skills 
needed to develop successful careers and great academic minds.

French

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
 � Social issues and trends 

•	 Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends
•	 Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues

 � Political and artistic culture
•	 Artistic culture in the French-speaking world
•	 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world

 � Literary texts and films
 � Individual research project 

•	 a topic of interest chosen by the student 
 � Grammar

Additional information
In Year 12 students are guided carefully through the transition from GCSE 
to A-level and they are encouraged to adopt a much more independent 
approach towards their studies. In Year 13 students develop critical insights 
into the contemporary society and culture of countries where French is 
spoken. The development of these skills, together with their knowledge 
and understanding of the structure of the language, lay foundations for the 
future study of French or of other languages at University.
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Geography

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
The core Physical Geography is built around two main topics, Physical 
Landscape Systems and the Water and Carbon cycles. Carbon and water 
cycles focus on the inter-relationships between the land, oceans and 
atmosphere. 

Students also explore one chosen landscape from three options: coastal 
landscapes, glaciated landscapes and hot desert landscapes - most likely 
to be glaciers - in a systems framework. The choice of a physical option lies 
between the study of hazards and ecosystems.

In Human Geography, compulsory core units on Global systems and Global 
Governance, and Changing Places are undertaken. The Human Options are 
urban environments, population and the environment and resource security. 
In each of the options we consider human-physical interactions. 

The Non Examined Assessment (NEA) of our studies refers to the completion 
of a 3000-4000 word long Fieldwork Enquiry in Y13. There must be an 
element of individuality within the work -all students will be involved in 
setting the plan for their work and own title. The work will be marked by 
teachers and moderated by exam boards, similar to the arrangements which 
existed for GCSE Controlled Assessment 

In year 12 two topics from each paper will be studied, and the remaining 
topic and NEA will be completed through Year 13. 

Physical Geography (paper 1) Human Geography (paper 2)
Year 12: Water and Carbon cycles; 
Hazards

Year 12: Contemporary Urban 
Environments, Changing Places

Year 13: Glacial Systems and 
Landscapes

Year 13: Global Systems and 
Governance 



Livingston Pathmanathan

I chose to stay at William Hulme’s Grammar School because I was 
familiar with the friendly teachers and the small classes, resulting 
in more effective learning. The teachers are helpful and are able to 
answer questions at any time. 

Although the Sixth Form is a very social place, it provides students 
with the professional workplace environment and the skills that 
are crucial for university and also for work. The support groups 
in place for the academic side are so supportive and the Early 
Applicant Help is amazing and ensures that the high achievers are 
accomplishing their goals.
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German

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
 � Social issues and trends 

•	 Aspects of German-speaking society
•	 Multiculturalism in German-speaking society

 � Political and artistic culture
•	 Artistic culture in the German-speaking world
•	 Aspects of political life in the German-speaking world

 � Literary texts and films
 � Individual research project 

•	 a topic of interest chosen by the student 
 � Grammar 

Additional information
In Year 12 students are guided carefully through the transition from GCSE 
to A-level and they are encouraged to adopt a much more independent 
approach towards their studies. In Year 13 students develop critical insights 
into the contemporary society and culture of countries where German is 
spoken. The development of these skills, together with their knowledge and 
understanding of the structure of the language, lay foundations for future 
study of German or of other languages at University.
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History

Which exam board?
Edexcel (www.edexcel.com)

What will I study? 
Year 12 - In the first year of A-Level you will study two broad topics that 
are linked by a period or a theme. You will look at broad developments 
and changes in the periods studied through a range of perspectives such as 
social, political and cultural.  

The topic that we study is Route H: Democracies in Change: Britain and the 
USA in the Twentieth Century.

 � Paper 1H: Britain Transformed 1918-97
 � Paper 2H.2: The USA 1955-92: Conformity and Challenge

Year 13 - During the second year of your A-Level, you will carry out a depth 
study of an extended period of history, and will gain a firm understanding of 
the key issues, problems and debates associated with it.

There will also be a requirement to carry out an in-depth historical enquiry, 
where you examine the significance of a chosen factor, taking into account 
and analysing and evaluating historical interpretations associated with your 
chosen enquiry.

 � Paper 3 34.2: Poverty, public health and the state in Britain, 1780-1939.
 � Paper 4: The Historical Enquiry

Additional information
An A-Level in History will give you a number of different skills relevant to 
many types of employment, such as the ability to seek information and to 
analyse it in order to identify facts and motives, and to present information 
clearly for others to understand.

The skills you will obtain through studying History will be useful in a number 
of careers, either directly related to history (e.g. working in museums, 
galleries, heritage sites, records offices, archives, teaching) or in areas such 
as journalism, libraries, national and local government, law and the civil 
service.
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Law

Which exam board?
OCR (www.ocr.org.uk)

What will I study? 
Component 1: The Legal System and Criminal Law

 � Section A: The legal system
This section focuses on the civil and criminal courts, the legal professions 
and access to justice. It will develop knowledge and understanding of 
the processes and people involved in the law and the changing nature 
of the legal system.

 � Section B: Criminal law
This section focuses on the rules and general elements of criminal law 
and provides an introduction to criminal liability through the study of 
offences against the person and offences against property, including 
analysing and evaluating scenario-based situations.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Component 2: Law Making and the Law of Tort

 � Section A: Law making
This section focuses on law making in England and Wales as well as 
the European Union. It involves the study of law making methods and 
their underpinning concepts. It will develop an understanding of legal 
method and reasoning as used by lawyers and the judiciary.

 � Section B: The law of tort
This section focuses on the rules of tort, liability in negligence, occupiers’ 
liability and remedies. It provides an introduction to civil liability,  
including analysing and evaluating scenario-based situations.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Component 3: Further Law

 � Section A: The nature of law
This section focuses on the nature of law. You will explore the nature of 
law in a wider context and develop your understanding of how the law 
interacts with morality, justice, society and technology, and consider the 
changing nature of law.

 � Section B Option 1: Human rights law
This option focuses on human rights, including their nature, protection 
and constitutional position under UK law. Specific rights are explored in 
detail as are the restrictions upon them and the process of enforcement 
through the courts, including analysing and evaluating scenario-based 
situations.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Additional information
Law is one of the most useful and interesting academic subjects that you 
can study.  Law students not only learn about different areas of law such 
as criminal law, liability and human rights law, but also how the legal 
system operates: how law is made, how the courts work and how judges 
interpret law. A-level law students also become well versed in analytical and 
evaluative skills, which are essential for university. 
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The skills from studying for a Law degree are highly sought after by 
employers, especially the skills of analysis, research and communication 
skills. Studying law opens up a whole area of career opportunities within 
the police, research, banking, journalism, teaching, as well as the more 
traditional legal professions of solicitor or barrister.

If you have ever wondered why Brexit is so important, what the impact of 
the EU has had and how your Rights are affected by Parliament, then this is 
the course for you.

Please be prepared to read newspapers, watch the news and access 
numerous legal-orientated websites to help you keep up-to-date with how 
the Law regularly changes.

Mathematics

Which exam board?
Edexcel (www.edexcel.com) and MEI (www.mei.org.uk for Further Maths)

What will I study?
A level Mathematics is a fascinating subject that develops analytical and 
creative problem solving skills. One of the main strengths of the subject 
is that it is such an important tool for so many other disciplines. For a 
student intending to be a physicist, engineer, programmer, designer, chemist, 
ecologist, zoologist, pharmacist, geographer, geologist, doctor, dentist or 
economist the more mathematics that they know the better. Mathematics is 
an essential tool in any technological subject, in business and in commerce 
primarily because it provides a means of communication which is powerful 
concise and unambiguous.     
  
The new A level is linear with exams at the end of the second year but all 
the AS content will be required knowledge for the A level course and all the 
AS content will be taught in year 12. The maths A level will consist of pure 
and applied mathematics. The pure maths at AS will introduce techniques 
for dealing with nonlinear equations such as calculus and logarithms as 
well as extending the GCSE work on coordinate geometry, trigonometry and 
vectors.

The applied maths will consist of Statistics and Mechanics. The focus in the 
AS statistics will be on interpreting data, samples and populations and will 
introduce hypothesis testing. The mechanics at AS will include motion under 
constant acceleration and Newton’s Laws. 

For all students aiming for an A or A* in maths we suggest doing our in 
house accelerated learning program and they should also consider further 
maths (see below).
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University courses such as medicine, pharmacy and biological sciences 
use statistics extensively and many business or finance degrees also 
contain modules of statistics. Mechanics is especially useful for physics and 
engineering courses.      

Further Maths (MEI)

In first half term of further maths in year 12 we cover some of the key pure 
and applied content from single maths (like calculus). As the first part of 
year 12 will be spent doing the single maths topics from the y13 maths 
syllabus students can give further maths a go even if they are unsure about 
it safe in the knowledge that what they are learning will help them with their 
single maths. Further maths students will then study further pure maths, 
mechanics and statistics which will build on and extend the work done in 
single maths. Most students would usually focus on Mechanics as their 
major applied option. However, there is some flexibility and it is possible to 
focus on Statistics or to combine Statistics, Mechanics and modelling with 
algorithms. Those considering the more mathematical subjects at university, 
mathematics, physics, engineering, financial maths, economics, etc. should 
consider Further Maths A level. 

A good grade at GCSE is an essential prerequisite for AS and A level studies 
in Mathematics due to the demands of the course, as such a Grade 7 or 
above is required. 

A grade 7 is also the minimum requirement for further maths however a 
grade 8 or 9 is advised. Students taking further maths must take A level 
maths as well.

Core Maths (AQA)

Students who are not taking A level maths are often surprised at the amount 
of mathematical knowledge that they need in their other A level subjects. 

To support them, we offer Level 3 core maths (equivalent to an AS). Core 
maths concentrates on key skills used in other A levels. We use examples 
from the other A levels so students can see how to apply the mathematics 
in those subjects and to give them skills that they will definitely require. 
Core maths is especially useful for students taking science or social science 
A levels. However due to its focus on real world applications of mathematics 
it would be beneficial to all students regardless of their choice of subjects.

The course runs over two years with examinations at the end of year 13. The 
content is based around the higher GCSE with about 20% taken from other 
qualifications (like A level maths). The course has some core topics taken by 
all students such as an introduction to using spreadsheets and maths for 
finance (loans savings and taxation), which are key to almost every career. 

There is also a choice of optional content. Our suggested options are either 
statistical techniques or graphical methods. Which option you do would 
depend on which A level subjects you are taking. Graphical methods very 
useful for the sciences and economics whereas the statistical techniques 
would be best for the social sciences (both options are useful for biology). 
The third option that AQA offers is critical path and risk analysis.          
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Music 

Which exam board? 
Eduqas (www.eduqas.co.uk)

What will I study?
Music at WHGS involves developing your performance, composition, 
appraising and listening skills. You will do this through a series of lessons 
which look at the three discreet areas (performance, composition and 
appraising) as a whole. 

You will explore composition techniques and look at a ways to explore and 
push you creative ideas by using the recording studio and iMacs (a choice 
of Sibelius or Logic Pro X), as guided by the classroom teacher and sound 
technician.

You will get the opportunity to access a suite of practice rooms during 
curriculum time to develop individual rehearsal practice techniques with the 
support of your classroom teacher and specialized peripatetics.

All sections of the course are supported throughout with musical theory, 
analysis and critical listening exercises in order to aid study throughout. 

Music follows a two year linear format building and embedding on your 
skills throughout. 

AS Content:
Component 1: Performing (30%)

 � A performance consisting of a minimum of two pieces either as a soloist 
or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both. 

 � Total duration of pieces 6-8 minutes
 � Grade 5 is the expected standard (it is acceptable to play graded pieces 

that are lower or higher)
 � Non-exam assessment (external moderator visit)

Component 2: Composing (AS 30%)
 � Two compositions. 1st:  in response to a brief set by the exam board) 

2nd: a free composition.
 � Total duration of compositions: 4½ -7 minutes
 � Non-exam assessment: (externally assessed) 

Component 3: Appraising (AS 40%)
 � Written / Listening examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
 � Area of study A: The Western Classical Tradition
 � A choice of one area of study from: B: Rock and Pop C: Musical Theatre 

D: Jazz

A Level Content:  
Component 1: Performing (35%)

 � A performance consisting of a minimum of three pieces either as a 
soloist or as part of an ensemble or a combination of both. 

 � Total duration of pieces 10-12 minutes
 � Grade 6 is the expected standard (it is acceptable to play graded pieces 

that are lower or higher)
 � Non-exam assessment (external moderator visit)

Component 2: Composing (25%)
 � Two compositions. 1st:  in response to a brief set by the exam board) 

2nd: a free composition.
 � Total duration of compositions: 4-6 minutes
 � Non-exam assessment: (externally assessed) 

Component 3: Appraising (40%)
 � Written / Listening examination: 2 hours 15 minutes
 � Area of study A: The Western Classical Tradition
 � A choice of one area of study from: B: Rock and Pop C: Musical Theatre 

D: Jazz
 � A choice of one area of study from: E: 20th Century Music F: 21st 

Century Music
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Assessment 
For both AS and A Level, Composition and Performance work needs to be 
ready for submission / performance by the end of April / beginning of May 
and an end of year linear exam will feature all listening and appraising work 
studied. 

Additional Information
Facilities

 � The Music Department is equipped with two main teaching spaces, one 
including a suite of iMacs (using Sibelius and Logic Pro X), five practice 
spaces, a control and live recording room

 � We also have a team of specialised instrumental staff in place as well as 
an expert sound / AV technician

 � 1:1 Instrumental and vocal lessons are heavily subsidized by the school 

Enrichment
 � Many concerts and events take place during the school year in school, 

in the local community and as part of United Learning National Events. 
 � Ensembles include a fusion band playing a mix of soul, Cuban styles 

among many more as well as a upper school vocal group. Both are run 
by specialist music staff. 

 � Close links have been formed with One Education, Brighter Sounds, 
Manchester Camerata, Hallé and Bridgewater Hall as well as Royal 
Northern College of Music, Access and Aspire Studios. 

Future Careers
This course is suitable for:

 � Students who wish to undertake further studies in music or music 
technology in further education.

 � Students who are looking to take up careers for which a music / creative 
background is relevant. These might include Performance, Recording 
and Technical roles, Management and promotion, Media or follow a 
pedagogical / teaching route.

 � Students who have an interest in and aptitude or the subject, but who 
do not intend to take the subject beyond AS or A level.

Photography

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences that explore a range 
of photographic media, techniques and processes. 

Students’ responses to these examples must be shown through practical and 
critical activities that demonstrate their understanding of different styles, 
genres and traditions. Students will use sketchbooks/workbooks/journals to 
underpin their work where appropriate. 

Students may use traditional methods and/or digital techniques to produce 
images. Students should be aware of the four assessment objectives.

Areas of study:
Students are required to work in one or more area(s) of photography, such 
as those listed below. They may explore overlapping areas and combinations 
of areas: 

 � portraiture
 � landscape photography (working from the urban, rural and/or coastal 

environment) 
 � still life photography (working from objects or from the natural world) 
 � documentary photography, photojournalism 
 � fashion photography 
 � experimental imagery 
 � multimedia 
 � photographic installation 
 � moving image (video, film, animation)



Anna Almasan

When initially deciding which college I wanted to attend, WHGS 
stood out due to the high percentage of successful Oxbridge 
applicants from the college. This indicated to me that the school 
would provide great support, both academically and pastorally. This 
turned out to be true once I arrived at the college. The teaching 
staff are incredibly helpful and knowledgeable in their subjects, and 
the small class sizes allow students to get any extra help they may 
need to reach their highest potential. The school environment is also 
incredibly welcoming and kind, even to students such as myself who 
joined William Hulme’s in Year 12.
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Additional information
Skills and Techniques
Students will be expected to demonstrate the following skills: 

 � the ability to explore elements of visual language, line, form, colour, 
pattern and texture in the context of photography 

 � awareness of intended audience or purpose for their chosen area(s) of 
photography 

 � the ability to respond to an issue, theme, concept or idea, or work to a 
brief or answer a need in photography 

 � appreciation of viewpoint, composition, aperture, depth of field, shutter 
speed and movement 

 � appropriate use of the camera, film, lenses, filters and lighting for work 
in their chosen area(s) of photography 

 � understanding of techniques related to the production of photographic 
images and, where appropriate, presentation and layout.

This course is suitable for:
 � Students who wish to undertake further studies in Photography. 
 � Students who are looking to take up careers for which a Photography 

background is relevant. These might include: 
•	 Advertising director.
•	 Film/video editor.
•	 Graphic designer.
•	 Magazine features editor.
•	 Medical illustrator.
•	 Photographer.
•	 Press photographer.
•	 Television camera operator.

 � Students who have an interest in and aptitude or the subject, but who 
do not intend to take the subject beyond AS or A Level.

 � Students who take this course will explore photography and use a dark 
room.
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Physics

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
A-level Physics lasts two years, with exams at the end of the second year. The 
table below shows the topics covered in each year of the A-level.
First Year of A-level Second Year of A-level 

Particles and radiation
Waves
Mechanics and energy
Electricity 
Measurements and their errors

Further mechanics and thermal physics
Fields
Nuclear physics 
Astrophysics

You will use higher tier GCSE mathematics skills, as well as some skills from 
A-level mathematics throughout the course.

Physics, like all sciences, is a practical subject. Throughout the course you will 
carry out practical activities including:

 � investigating interference and diffraction of laser light
 � measuring acceleration due to gravity
 � investigating systems that oscillate
 � investigation of the links between temperature, volume and pressure
 � safe use of ionising radiation
 � investigating magnetic fields.

These practicals will give you the skills and confidence needed to investigate 
the way things behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to 
study a Physics-based subject at university, you will have the practical skills 
needed to carry out successful experiments in your degree.

Additional information
 � There is no coursework on this course. However, your performance 

during practicals will be assessed.
 � There are three exams at the end of the two years for A-level, all of 

which are two hours long. At least 15% of the marks for A-level Physics 
are based on what you learnt in your practicals.

Who takes the course?
Physicists explore the fundamental nature of almost everything we know 
of. They probe the furthest reaches of the earth to study the smallest pieces 
of matter. Join them to enter a world deep beneath the surface of normal 
human experience. 

Where will success take me?
Studying A-level Physics offers an infinite number of amazing career 
opportunities including: 

Data scientist ~ Software designer ~ Mechanical engineer ~ Civil Engineer ~ 
Electrical Engineer ~ Geophysicist/field seismologist ~ Healthcare scientist, 
medical physics ~ Higher education lecturer  ~ Radiation protection 
practitioner ~ Research scientist (physical sciences) ~ Scientific laboratory 
technician ~ Secondary school teacher ~ Meteorologist ~ Structural 
engineer ~ Acoustic engineer ~ Product/process development scientist ~ 
Systems developer

Why at WHGS?
WHGS has an enthusiastic and experienced physics teaching team with 
three specialist physics teachers.  They will share their love of their subject 
and be there to support you during the two years of the course.  We offer 
extra support after school and always get to know our students. 
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“Across all courses, current students make 
good progress from their starting points 

because of good-quality teaching.”
Ofsted, May 2019
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Politics

Which exam board?
Pearson Edexcel (qualifications.pearson.com)

What will I study?
UK and USA Political systems. Who has power and why. Develop an 
understanding people, power and ideas and the impact they have on society.

Component 1: UK Politics
This component focuses on political participation in the UK.
Topics you will study include democracy and participation, rights in the UK, 
political parties, UK elections and voting behaviour and the media. 
You will also learn about the Core Political Ideas of Liberalism, Socialism and 
Conservatism.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Component 2: UK Government
This component focuses on how the UK is governed.
Topics you will study include the UK Constitution, Parliament, the Executive, 
devolution and the European Union, as well as relationships between the 
different parts of the UK government.
You will also learn about the Political Idea: Feminism.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Component 3: Comparative Politics
This component focuses on studying the politics and government of the 
USA, and requires students to directly compare politics in the USA to politics 
in the UK.
The topics you will study include US pressure groups, elections, civil liberties 

Refatul Chowdhury

I chose to stay at WHGS as I was already part of the secondary 
school, and I fully enjoyed my time being there. There are also 
many opportunities and extra-curricular activities to take part in. 
The staff here are very kind and will always help you. The class 
sizes are smaller, which will help to get to know your teacher. I 
always get constant support from my friends and teacher, which 
makes my Sixth Form life much easier. 
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and race relations, political parties, the US Constitution, Congress, the 
Presidency and the Supreme Court.

The 2-hour examination is at the end of the two-year course, and is worth 
33% of your overall A-Level.

Additional information
Advanced GCE in Government and Politics will give you adaptable skills 
which will enable you to understand and assess ideas and arguments, and 
to construct and communicate clear answers to problems based on well-
validated evidence.

With a GCE in Government and Politics, you can progress to higher education 
courses such as honours degrees in politics, international politics/relations 
and political science as well as to degrees in related subjects such as history, 
geography, economics and social policy.

The study of Politics can lead to a variety of careers within areas such as 
journalism and broadcasting, management, publishing, local government, 
public policy and policy research, interest groups, local government and the 
voluntary sector, as well as within politics itself.

If you have ever wondered: - what Brexit is all about? How or why Donald 
Trump became elected President? Could Boris Johnson handle the Covid 
19 Pandemic differently? Do politician act in our best interests? Could we 
do more to combat climate change? If you want to know more about why 
society is the way it is, who makes decisions and how you can change it - 
then Politics is the subject for you. 

“The Ultimate hidden truth of the world is that it is something we make. And 
could just as easily make differently” (David Graeber)

Please be prepared to read newspapers, watch the news and access 
numerous political-orientated websites to help you keep up-to-date with 
the current political system.

 Psychology

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
In the first year you will gain a broad understanding of introductory topics 
in psychology including:

 � Approaches in psychology (psychodynamic, humanistic behaviourism, 
biopsychology, cognitive) 

 � Social influence (conformity, obedience and minority influence)
 � Memory (short & long term memory, forgetting, eyewitness testimony)
 � Psychopathology - phobias, depression, OCD
 � Attachment (caregiver-infant interactions, types of attachment, orphan 

studies)
 � Research methods (how psychologists conduct experiments, 

observations etc)

In the second year you will develop your understanding of biopsychology, 
including the nervous system and functions of the brain. You will then 
advance to the study of several important areas within psychology such as 
Aggression, Schizophrenia and Gender.

Additional information
Studying an A-Level in Psychology is highly useful for a wide range of university 
courses and careers. It will help you understand why individuals in society 
behave as they do whilst enabling you to develop a broad skill set, including 
independent enquiry, evaluation, conducting research and analysing data. It 
is looked upon favourably by admissions tutors and employers. 
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Religious Studies

Which exam board?
Eduqas (www.eduqas.co.uk)

What will I study at AS? 
The course comprises three components which are taught and examined as 
separate units of study.

Philosophy of Religion deals with philosophical issues and questions 
raised by religion such as identifying evidence for the existence of God; 
evaluating scientific theories about the origins of the universe; explaining 
why a powerful, loving God would allow suffering and evil to exist, and 
is evil personified in a Satan figure? We examine the meaning of religious 
experience and explore whether these are nothing more than products of 
the human mind. 

The challenges to faith from both Psychology and Sociology as well as the 
debate between Creationism and the Big Bang. Candidates should be able 
to discuss critically their own views as well as analyse the views and claims 
of a variety of thinkers and philosophers.

Religious Ethics provides the opportunity for students to acquire and 
develop knowledge and a critical understanding of key ethical concepts and 
theories, ranging from moral absolutism to the Utilitarian principle of act for 
‘the greatest happiness for the greatest number’. Candidates will study a 
number of ethical theories and analyse how to apply key decision making to 
a variety of moral dilemmas. Ethical theories will be applied to areas such as 
animal experimentation for medical research; the use of nuclear weapons as 
a deterrent; abortion; voluntary euthanasia; and the nature of relationships.
Faith Study is a section which allows students to develop a more in depth 
understanding of a faith and the impact belief has on its followers’ daily 
lives.  We will study Islam as it is a religion of real interest and impact in 

the world today but also as it is a faith that can be more easily understood 
by those with little or no experience of it, so there is no disadvantage in 
not having studied it at GCSE.  The course covers key beliefs and teachings 
and analyses issues such as whether the Day of Judgement inspires fear or 
faith; the extent to which Muhammad was the ideal prophet and messenger; 
the extent to which the media influences Western perceptions of Islam; or 
whether or not Islam is accurately represented in Britain today.

Additional information
The course does not assume or require any previous study of Religious 
Studies. The course is open to candidates from any religious background and 
success in this subject will in no way depend upon a candidate’s religious 
beliefs or lack of them. In fact, of over two hundred and fifty pupils who have 
gained A-Level RS at WHGS, only about half would claim to hold religious 
beliefs themselves. 

Those who have completed the course have found it both interesting and 
rewarding, with a pass rate of 100% currently. 
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Sociology

Which exam board?
AQA Sociology (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
This interactive course will provide you with an engaging and effective 
introduction to Sociology.  You will explore a range of key themes, including; 
socialisation, culture and identity, social differentiation and power and 
stratification, through studying many aspects of social life.  You will develop 
skills valued by higher education (HE) and employers, including critical 
analysis, independent thinking and research.

In year 1 there is a compulsory element of study which includes ‘Education 
with Theory and Methods’, requiring you to study the impact of subcultures 
on educational attainment.  Additionally, you will develop an understanding 
of how research is conducted by sociologists.  Also, in year 1 you will study 
‘Culture and Identity’; including sub and mass cultures, identity such as 
ethnicity, gender, and sexuality.

The second year will include the study of ‘Crime and Deviance’; this will 
examine the role of the Criminal Justice System and its surveillance, prevention 
and punishment of criminals in contemporary society.  Additionally, the 
course will include the study of ‘the Mass Media’, including the role of the 
media in modern society.

Additional information
Sociology is the study of trends of behaviour in society.  Sociology is relevant 
to everyday life, this allows students to relate to and engage with the subject 
immediately with no requirement to have studied it before.  Throughout 
the course you will be given the opportunity to carry out your own small 
scale research studies.  This will encourage the development of critical and 
reflective skills and foster a respect of social diversity, which are valuable 
attributes to take to higher education and future employment. 

Spanish

Which exam board?
AQA (www.aqa.org.uk)

What will I study?
 � Social issues and trends

•	 Aspects of Hispanic society
•	 Multiculturalism in Hispanic society

 � Political and artistic culture
•	 Artistic culture in the Hispanic world
•	 Aspects of political life in the Hispanic world

 � Literary texts and films
 � Individual research project 

•	 a topic of interest chosen by the student 
 � Grammar

Additional information
In Year 12 students are guided carefully through the transition from GCSE 
to A-level and they are encouraged to adopt a much more independent 
approach towards their studies. In Year 13 students develop critical insights 
into the contemporary society and culture of countries where Spanish is 
spoken. The development of these skills, together with their knowledge and 
understanding of the structure of the language, lay foundations for future 
study of Spanish or of other languages at University.



Zaynah Rashid

I chose WHGS because it has many amazing opportunities, such 
as work experience available for students. While researching about 
it I found that the staff and teachers are all very supportive and 
caring, which was one of the main factors I was looking for in my 
college.  There is also a wide variety of courses offered, making it 
easier and broader for students to choose a career for their future. It 
was recommended by many family and friends, some who had also 
studied here in the past, making it easier for me to choose. 

WHGS is part of United Learning
United Learning Group Ethos and Values Statement 

United Learning is a group of schools committed to providing excellent 
education through which all pupils are able to progress, achieve and go on 
to succeed in life. Our approach is underpinned by a sense of moral purpose 
and commitment to doing what is right for children and young people, 
supporting colleagues to achieve excellence and acting with integrity in all 
our dealings within and beyond the organisation, in the interests of young 
people everywhere. We summarise this ethos as ‘The Best in Everyone’. 

This ethos underpins our core values 

 � Ambition – to achieve the best for ourselves and others; 
 � Confidence – to have the courage of our convictions and to take risks 

in the right cause; 
 � Creativity – to imagine possibilities and make them real; 
 � Respect – of ourselves and others in all that we do; 
 � Enthusiasm – to seek opportunity, find what is good and pursue talents 

and interests; 
 � Determination – to overcome obstacles and reach success. 

As a single organisation, we seek to bring together the best of independent 
and state sectors, respecting both traditions and learning from each. We 
believe that each of our schools is and should be distinctive – each is 
committed to developing its own distinctive strengths and identity while 
sharing our core values as institutions which promote service, compassion 
and generosity. 

This ethos is our expression of our Christian roots, in schools which are fully 
inclusive and both welcome and respect students and staff of all faiths and 
none. 

46



47

Governance
The WHGS Local Governing Body (LGB) supports the Principal in monitoring 
policies and operations such as admissions, behaviour, and discipline; the 
academy budget; the curriculum and its delivery: and maintaining the 
quality of the academy and its links with the community. It has special 
responsibility to monitor academic progress as it is reviewed year by year.

The LGB consists of a minimum of 5 and a maximum of 15 members.

 � The Chair
 � The Vice Chair
 � The Executive Principal (ex officio)
 � The Principal (ex officio)
 � The Headteacher of the Primary Phase (ex officio) 
 � Two elected parent members 
 � One elected teaching staff member 
 � One elected non teaching staff member
 � One person representing the Local Authority
 � Other such members as appointed by the Local Authority, LGB or 

Board of United Learning



William Hulme’s Grammar School
Spring Bridge Road
Manchester M16 8PR
Tel: 0161 226 2054
Email: enquiries@whgs-academy.org
www.whgs-academy.org

United Learning
Company number: 4439859


