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Y7 Introductory
Parents Evening
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Ms Bretherton
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First Impressions
Y7 have made a fantastic start to the
year and are incredibly positive about all
aspects of school.
Ms Bretherton
Head of Year 7

A brilliant group of young people you
have settled into Year 7 really well. It is
great working with them.
Mr Fewtrell – Assistant Head of Year 7

Amazingly engaging, talented and fun to
be around 😀
Mr Khalique
Vice Principal

Excellent effort and enthusiasm shown
so far!
Mr Choudhury - Assistant Head of Year 7

So far they've been very enthusiastic
and on task.
Mr Evans- MFL

First Impressions
As a form tutor also I'm so impressed by
Year 7. They show resilience and
determination to do their best. One of
the most polite and helpful year groups.
Mrs Cooper – 7EJC Form Tutor

They truly are a fantastic year group. On
the best we have had in a long time. They
line up well, they are dressed smartly, they
are polite and kind to one another. I am
excited to see what the rest of the year
brings for them. Although they could work
on ensuring they respect the school
environment by picking up all their litter.
Mrs Likissa – Director of Pastoral Care

7X4 are a lovely group of
students who are a pleasure to
teach
Mr McMenamin - Maths

The 7T class are group of really pleasant and happy
individuals, who try their hardest every lesson. Always
polite and friendly to both staff and peers.
Mr Karami - Maths

The Year 7s I have taught so far have been inquisitive, full of
humour and creative.
Miss Dawson – Art/Design

First Impressions
Really wonderful year group so far - I have X1
and Y1 and there are some wonderful
students in there.

Academic , ambitious , determined.
Seem like a great year group.
Mr Zucchelli - Science

Miss McGuinn- History

a happy group of keen polite students

Mr Harrison - Maths

Year 7 students are settling well and overall
keen to do their Homework on Sparx with an
average Completion rate at hand in date, of
84%!
Mr Hadjipavlou- Maths

Hi I teach 7X1 and they are amazing.
Behaviour, work ethic, handing in of
homework, they are great. Many put
hands up to contribute as well. The
work they are producing is also very
impressive.
Mr Pieri- Design

First Impressions
My general impression
of Year 7 is that despite
a challenging transition
period, they've mostly
adapted well and are
very keen to learn.
Some, however, need
firm boundaries to be
enforced to help them
adjust to the behaviour
standards expected of
secondary school.
Dr Rodgers - English

Very polite students , always eager to participate and
share their thoughts!
looking forward to teaching them each week!
Ms Bauer
It's great to see so many year 7s involved in our
musical extra-curricular clubs including, Percussion,
Ukulele, Choir, Steel Band and Cuban Band. Well
done!
Mrs Goodier- Music
The Year 7's have started their practical lessons well,
everyone is really excited to be cooking. They listen
carefully and have made great progress so far.
Mrs Smith- Food and Nutrition

Home-School Communication
• Assessment Dates:
15/10/21
10/12/21
18/2/22
7/7/22
• Parents Evening:
9/6/22
• All sent out via InTouch - please make sure that
we have your email address

Assessment Manager Reports

Assessment Manager Reports

1: Outstanding ; 2: Good; 3: Requires Improvement; 4: Inadequate

Attendance

Approach to Learning

Teaching Groups
X Band
7X1
7X2
7X3

Y Band
7Y1
7Y2
7Y3
7T

Tuesday, 12
October 2021
Literacy at William
Hulme’s Grammar
School
Joanne Turan

Joanne.turan@whgsacademy.org

The Importance of Literacy Skills…
• ‘Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their
life. As a child they won't be able to succeed at school, as a young
adult they will be locked out of the job market, and as a parent they
won't be able to support their own child's learning. This
intergenerational cycle makes social mobility and a fairer society
more difficult.’
National Literacy Trust

Overview of Literacy at WHGS
EAL Link to Resources
and tasks to improve a
wide range of literacy
skills. EAL Headway
Course books.
Every pupil in Year 7, 8 & 9 has
a Catapult & Kerboodle
account, also accessible from
home.

WHGS’ Online Literacy
Folder and resources

Whole school
marking codes
for Literacy
Ruth Miskin’s Fresh Start Phonics
Reading Programme
Years 7-8

Planners &
WHGS’ Reading
Log

Visiting Authors

Reading Challenges &
Quizzes!
Spelling Bee
World Book Day

All KS3 pupils will
have access to
Literacy Planet (six
month trial)

Functional Skills
Years 9-11

Year 7 Reading Age Tests
• All Y7 pupils will complete a reading test at the beginning and end of
the academic year.
• The tests will then give a reading age, which will determine whether
an intervention is required – this could be a phonics or
comprehension programme, or both.
• Reading ages and intervention programmes are closely monitored
throughout the year, with the most appropriate form of intervention
put in place for pupils with a reading age below their chronological
age.

KS3 Literacy Lesson: Catapult & Kerboodle
• Year 7 pupils are timetabled to have Literacy Lessons in addition to their
English Lessons.
• This will happen once every two weeks.
• Pupils are currently following the Oxford University Press Catapult course.
• The course is accessible online through Kerboodle, a subscription service
which works alongside the Catapult course to create a blended learning
approach.
• Parents & Carers will receive details via InTouch of their child’s Kerboodle
username and password. Your child can access the course at any time from
home, listening to audio reading of the extracts, completing quizzes and
comprehension tasks.

Intervention Programmes for KS3:
Boosting Literacy Skills
Catapult (Kerboodle)
• All KS3 pupils will be given a
username and password to access
the online programme in class and
at home.
• A plethora of resources
• Vocabulary – Target Word lists &
definitions
• www.Kerboodle.com

Literacy Planet
• Six - month trial
• All KS3 pupils will be given a username
and password to access the literacy
platform in school and at home.
• Promotes independent learning.
• Differentiated tasks
• Tracks pupil engagement
• www.literacyplanet.com

Pupil Planners
• Your child’s planner has a plethora of information to support and
boost existing literacy skills.
• Please encourage your child to refer to their planner when
completing all homework – it includes useful spellings, writing tips
and punctuation rules.

Useful Literacy Links and Resources to
Promote Independent Learning
• https://www.whgs-academy.org/learning-from-home/literacyresources
• Remote Learning Literacy Resources
• EAL Resources ( Headway)
• Improve your Writing (Bristol University)
• Reading Lists

Literacy Booklet & Answers
Independent Learning

Boosting Literacy Skills!

Over the summer pupils were given
the opportunity to complete a
Summer Literacy Booklet.
The link to both the Summer
Literacy Booklet and Answer Booklet
are available on the WHGS website
for all pupils & parents to access.

Summer
Literacy Booklet
2021

Summer
Literacy Booklet
Answers

Name:

Name:

Form:

Form:

‘Knowledge is Power’ Francis Bacon
But what if language is the main barrier to that knowledge?
• With over fifty languages spoken at WHGS, we do all we can to
provide the right support for EAL pupils.

• Along with EAL resources online and useful websites, we also offer
Oxford University’s Headway course for pupils who are struggling to
access the curriculum.
• www.oup.com/elt

WHGS’ Whole School Literacy Marking Codes

Top Tips for Improving Literacy Skills!
•

Encourage your child to refer to the literacy resources in their school planners and online.

• Echo Reading – read a passage or extract to your child and them to read the same passage back to you.
(David Didau).
• Encourage your child to read a wide range of texts.

• WHGS' Reading Log – check your child's Reading Log
• The Reading Log has useful prompts at the beginning of the booklet for you to refer to when discussing the book
your child is reading.
• Encourage your child to use a wide range of punctuation, sentence types and vocabulary in all written work.

• Daily reading - 30 minutes or more!

• If you are watching a movie or television programme then, where possible, put subtitles on.

The Best from Everyone
• ‘Once barriers to literacy have
been removed, prior attainment
can become irrelevant, as
children are finally able to access
the academic world that was
previously closed to them.’
Katherine Mortimer (2020)

If you have any questions regarding literacy, please don’t
hesitate to contact me on the email address below:

Mrs. J M Turan
Literacy Lead
Joanne.turan@whgs-academy.org

Welcome to the LRC
Miss C Daly – LRC Manager
claire.daly@whgs-academy.org

What is a Library?

all of this and much more!

Welcome to the LRC
• Located next to the English Department, the Library and LRC (Learning
Resource Centre) is the focal point for all reading activity.
• We provide support for students in the areas of independent learning and
reading for pleasure

• Read Manchester School Champion school - strong partnership with
Manchester Libraries and Read Manchester which offers our students access
to a range of literary opportunities.

Welcome to the LRC
• Open each day 8.45am—4.30pm, students can access the Library at break, lunch
and after school for homework, private study and choosing books.
• Varied and constantly updated range of fiction and non-fiction titles – there will
always be something of interest.

• Recommendations and suggestions for items to add to the library shelves are
always
welcome!

LRC House Competitions
• We deliver a range of competitions throughout the year, including Book of the
Month and Poem of the Week
• All details about the competitions can be found on the Learning from Home
section of the school website.

• Students can enter via school email, or through social media – the LRC has
accounts on Twitter and Instagram (@WHGSLibrary)

Year 7 Library Lessons
• All Year 7 classes receive a programme of Library Induction lessons, delivered
during English time.
• Library lessons are designed to introduce basic skills of information retrieval
and encourage students to become independent learners.
• The lessons also provide time for taking out books and reading for pleasure.

Borrowing Books
• Students in Year 7 can take up to 5 books at a time, for a 3 week period.
• We don’t charge fines, but do charge if a book is lost or damaged.
• Books can be borrowed and returned daily.
• Now operating a ‘click and collect’ service using our new ‘Accessit’ online library
catalogue.
• Students have received training on Accessit and further information will be sent
home for parents/carers.

Accessit Library Catalogue
• Interactive system that allows online access to a ‘virtual library’

• Students can search for books, view items held in the library, request titles
they wish to read and write reviews.
• Can be accessed in school and from home through the LRC page of the
WHGS website.

WHGS Learning Resource Centre - Accessit Homepage

Quick Lists: Year 7 Recommended Reading List

Accessit Library Catalogue
• Students log into their account on Accessit using their school
email address and password.
• They can view their current loans and renew overdue items.
• Accessit is a library portal – students have to request items or
find them
on the shelves

ePlatform eBooks
• Should your child wish to read books online, they can access our new eBook
system, ePlatform, which offers 1500+ fiction and non-fiction titles.
• There is a link to ePlatform on the LRC page of the WHGS website.
• https://whgs.eplatform.co
• All students have an account and sign in with their school email and
password.

Virtual Library Access
• eBooks are provided free of charge by Manchester Libraries, through a
service called ‘BorrowBox’
• Visit the Manchester Libraries website for more information. You can join
online if not already a member.
• Borrowbox also offers access to audio books and is available as an app on
your phone or tablet.

Bookbuzz
• Bookbuzz is a scheme run by BookTrust, a charity that aims to develop a
love of reading in children, young people and families.
• Every student in Year 7 is given access to a free book.
• 17 different titles to choose from – can be viewed as an Accessit Quick
List.

• Students will spend time in library lesson selecting their preferred book.

Tips to Support Your Child’s Reading
• Monitor what is being read and how much time per day your child spends reading.
• Listen to your child read aloud and read to them.
• Join a local library online.
• Talk about books yourself and let them see you read.
• Encourage any sort of reading and have a range of reading material available at home –
magazines and comics are a great start.
• Try to set aside 20 minutes a day for your child to read – either on their own, or with you.

Y7-Y8-Y9 Maths
Homework Platform
Sparx

https://sparxmaths.uk/

https://sparxmaths.uk/

WILLIAM HULME’S WAY

Maths is at the heart of everything we do.
➢ Numeracy
➢ Using money
➢ Personal finance
➢ Recipes
➢ Time Calculations
➢ Understanding and translating data
➢ Decision Making

Maths is in everything. Students won’t
use everything they learn but different
people will find different things invaluable.

https://sparxmaths.uk/

➢ Set weekly
➢ Students should attempt
it before the due date

➢ Students can reset a
password reset when
needed on the website

https://sparxmaths.uk/

➢ Sparx Video
➢ https://f.hubspotusercon
tent30.net/hubfs/55308
80/KB%20Resources%20
Summer%202021/Parent
%20video_v2.mp4

https://sparxmaths.uk/

➢ XP Rewards: 1 HoF sticker to 2
students in each Y7-Y9 set, based on
the highest XP gained that week.

➢ Weekly Leader boards for Y7,
Y8 & Y9 posted on Teams
➢ Student achieving the Highest Weekly
XP in each Year group overall receives
a Principal Stamp!

Wellbeing at William
Hulme’s

What we offer
• Tiered support (journals, check in sessions, break passes, EMHP and onsite
counsellors)
• Whole school approach
• Wellbeing awareness days

• Weekly information emails
• Wellbeing ambassadors
• Student voice opportunities
• Drop in sessions
• Manchester Bee Well survey
• Wellbeing Workshops

Wellbeing Days at William Hulme’s

Year 7 Pastoral Team
• Ms Ceri Hewitt – Director of Pastoral Care
ceri.hewitt@whgs-academy.org

• Ms Milaina Bretherton - Head of Year 7
Milaina.bretherton@whgs-academy.org
• Mr Chris Fewtrell - Assistant Head of Year 7
christopher.fewtrell@whgs-academy.org
• Mr Nyeem Choudhury - Assistant Head of Year 7
abdul.choudhury@whgs-academy.org

The William Hulme’s Way

Rewards
• Stamps in the planner
• Postcards
• Phone calls home
• Certificates
• Pin badges
• End of term reward events/trips

Enrichment Timetable
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Before School
Music - Steel Band
Years 7 to 9
8.15am - 8.45am

Lunchtime
Music - Percussion Group
Years 7 to 9
12.25pm – 12.45pm
Music - Senior Vocals
Years 9 to 13
12.35pm – 1.00pm

Music - Ukulele & Guitar
Group
Years 7 to 11
12.25pm – 12.45pm
Film Club
Year 7 to 9 (Invite Only)
(Miss F Khan)

Music – Grace Notes Choir
Years 7 to 11
12.25pm - 12.45pm

Table Tennis
Years 7 to 9 (PE Team)

Psychology
Year 11
(Miss C N Butler)

The Tower Club
Year 8 (Invite Only)
(Mr G I Alderman)

Friday Prayers
Year 11 to 13

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

After School – 3.00pm to 4.00pm unless otherwise stated
Code Club
Music - All Stars Cuban
Music - Keyboard Club
Years 7 to 9
Band
Years 7 and 8
(Mr A J Harrison)
Years 10 to 13
2.45pm - 3.30pm
Eco Club
Drama
Aspire Talks
Drama
Years 7 to 9 (Wk B Only)
Year 10 and 11
Year 11
Years 7 to 9
(Mrs L A Peeing / Mrs S K Oldfield)
(Miss L J Edwards / Miss E B Rhead)
(Ms R A Dawson)
(Mrs A M Purcell)
CAD Drawing Club
Wellbeing Club
Geography Club
Badminton
Year 8 (Invite Only)
Year 11
Years 7 to 9
Years 10 to 13
(Mr A J Richardson / Mr M R Hughes)
(Mr G I Alderman)
(Miss H K McGuinn)
(Mr J M Wilkinson)
Homework Club
Pride Team
Science Club
Art Club
(Invite Only)
Years 9 to 13
Year 7
Year 10 to 11 (Wk A Only)
(Mrs E J Cooper / Mrs S E McGlasson) (Miss K Webb / Miss L J Cookson)
(Learning Support Team)
(Miss R J Leather)
Film Club
Fitness Suite
Photography Club
Science Club
Year 7 to 9
Years 10 to 13
Year 10 to 11 (Wk A Only)
Year 8
(Mr A J Richardson / Mr M R Hughes)
(Mrs E J Cooper / Mrs S E McGlasson) (Miss L M Loughlan / Mr C J Rothwell)
(Ms C L Daly)
Puzzle Club
Homework Club
Maths Club
Table Tennis
Years 7 to 9
(Invite Only)
Sixth Form
Yrs 10 to 13
(Mr A K Lemord / Mr G L Oliver)
(MFL Team)
(Learning Support Team)
(Mr A T Rodgers)
MasterChef Competitions
Reading Club
Football
Years 7 to 11 (Invite Only)
Year 7 to 9
Year 10 and 11
(Food and Nutrition Team) (Mr M R Hughes / Mr G L Oliver)
(Ms C L Daly)
CCF
Year 8 to 11

Film Club
Year 10 to 11
(Ms C L Daly)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

After School – 3.00pm to 4.00pm unless otherwise stated
Homework Club
(Invite Only)
(Learning Support Team)
Football
Year 7 to 9
(PE Team)
Netball
Year 7 to 9
(Miss M S Bretherton)
Hockey
Year 7 to 9
(Miss D N Bettany)

Girls Football
Year 10 and 11
(Mr R Lindley)
Netball / Hockey
Year 10 to 11
(Miss D N Bettany)
Senior Maths
Sixth Form
(Mr S D Kalaher)

Homework Club
(Invite Only)
(Learning Support Team)
Rugby
Years 7 to 9
(UL Rugby Lead / Miss M S Bretherton)

Badminton
Years 7 to 9
(Mr B Winster)
Table Tennis
Years 7 to 9
(Mr A J Richardson)

Friday

Thank you for coming!

