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NOTES AND NEWS

This summer, Mr A.M. Blight (O.H. 1942 - 1950) retired after 37 years on the Staff here, or more simply, a lifetime’s
dedicated service to the School. He is a legend in his lifetime; a full tribute appears below. We also say goodbye to Miss
J.A. De Vince and to Mr J.M. Haslam, both of whom have been here for eight years; their contribution is also fully
acknowledged in these pages. Revd Dr M.E. Weymont is leaving us after two years teaching Economics and Business
Studies, Miss P.M. Kelly after one year in the English Department, and so is our French Assistante, Mlle Ghislaine
Mermillod. We wish them all well, as we do Miss P.J. Moorfield who stood in during Mrs Pollard’s maternity leave.

In September 1996 we welcome Mr S.C Parkin and Mr J.R. Wise (English), Miss A.J. Raw (Geography), Mr B.S.
Swales (Teacher in charge of Religious Studies), Miss F.V. Collier (Business Studies and Economics) and Mlle Gaélle
Ginestet (French Assistante). Mr N.P. Dunn becomes the new House Master of Byrom, and Mr A.R. Austen Warden of
Hardraw. Mr M.C. Gorman is the new Assistant House Master in Gaskell.

Speech Day was held in the Free Trade Hall on Thursday, 14th September; the Principal Speaker was Mr Dudley
Wood, Past Secretary of the Rugby Football Union. The Founder’s Day Service was held on Tuesday, 5th March in
Manchester Cathedral. The address was given by the Very Reverend Ken Riley, Dean of Manchester, and the Anthem was
John Rutter’s “God be in my head”.

For the School year 1995/96 M.N.A. Bartlett and D.K. Mosley were Joint Heads of School. School Prefects were:
V.L. Ash, C.S. Babington, C.L. Barnes, M.I. Birtwistle, A. Caine, S. Dé, R. England, J.P. Flatman, D.J. Gent, B.N.
Ghazi, AJ. Holden, C.J. Hope, D.A. Hufton, A.F. Hyams, C.W-Y. Ip, S. Jaiswal, D.A. Johnson, S.P. McCarthy, B.
McCurrie, L.R. Owen, A. Patel, T. Rahman, J.M.E. Robinson, S. Stephenson, R.J.A. Strudwick and D.I. Taylor.

We congratulate the following students on their Oxford and Cambridge places: at Oxford S.B. Burney to read PPE at
Balliol, N.B. Ghazi to read Modern History at St. Catherine’s, D.A. Hufton to read Engineering Science at Merton and T.
Rahman to read Economics and Management at Exeter; and at Cambridge J. Inaba to read Mathematics at Trinity, K.N. Khan
to read Medical Sciences at Fitzwilliam, Q.M. Khan to read Law at Magdalene, and R.C. Lamb to read Computer Science,
also at Magdalene.

Charities Week this year raised £7,500 for Charnwood Nursery School. We raised and sent £350 to Dunblane. Just
before Christmas, 4J sent £150 plus useful goods in kind to Lifeshare, and two Third Year girls, Jennie Porter and Faye Todd,
took £130 in sales of Fairly Traded Goods to help the Third World. All these initiatives are fully described elsewhere in this
edition.

We congratulate Old Hulmeian James Hickman (left 1994) on his splendid swimming performances in the Olympic
Games in Atlanta, Georgia. Full details appear in this edition.

We congratulate Mrs Howling (née Knowles), Mr Dunn and Mr Welch on their respective marriages, and Mrs
Pollard on the birth of her son Joshua.

G J Turner

RETIREMENT
ALAN M. BLIGHT

In September 1942 Alan Blight joined William Hulme’s Grammar
School as a pupil and in July 1996 he retired from the teaching staff of the
School. All but 9 of this span of 54 years were spent at William Hulme’s:
this lifetime of service to the School is an achievement which is unlikely ever
to be repeated.

Alan’s schoolboy career was of academic and sporting success.
During his final year he was a member of the 1st Lacrosse X, Head of
Heywood House and Head Boy. He left William Hulme’s in 1950 and
served with the Royal Artillery for 2 years. Again sport came to the fore as
he played cricket for Western Command. He continued his education firstly
at Leicester University and then, following illness, at Culham College, where
he became Senior Student in the years 1956/57 and captained the cricket
team in 1957. In that year, qualified to teach English and History, he
embarked on his long career in the classroom. He learnt his craft of teaching
in three local Secondary Modern Schools and in 1959 joined the staff of
William Hulme’s Grammar School.

During Alan’s farewell speech to the staff at the end of the
Midsummer Term he said how grateful he was to have been a member of
William Hulme’s Grammar School. Surely we as pupils and teaching
colleagues must be grateful to him for all he has done for the School during
his long career. He taught within the History Department from 1959 - 1993,

i : In 1977 he side-stepped somewhat from teaching History full-time and took
Mr. A. M. Blight. over the responsibility for the teaching of Religious Studies, a post he held
(photo: J.H. Thomson) until his retirement. This brought him into contact with a very large number




of Junior School pupils. all of whem have a single Religious Studies lesson each week. During the past few years Alan
developed the GCSE and A’ level courses in Religious Studies.

Beyond the day to day teaching Alan was responsible for countless pupils in a pastoral capacity having been a
Form Master of children of every age level and House Master of Byrom House. He made this role a very special one as he
was in charge of Byrom for 25 years. At any one time 80 - 90 pupils in Byrom were organised, encouraged and supported by
Alan. Sporting, musical and dramatic competitions make up the year in, year out, outwardly visible activities of any House.
Alan spent many hours with his House preparing for these activities and it was fitting that on the last morning of his final day
in School, Byrom won the House Athletics Championship.

Alan also devoted many hours, particularly at weekends and during the holidays, introducing children to his
favourite places in the Lake District. Byrom House trips to the Lakes are legendary. Teaching and House activities could
well fill the working life of any School Master but Alan also found time for his special sporting love, cricket. He plaved as a
boy. as a soldier and as a School Master and passed on his skills to countless pupils. He tock charge of 1st XI Cricket from
1965 - 1976 and once again was prepared to spend time travelling to matches with his cricket teams. In 1968 he started the
now well remembered cricket tours to Somerset and Devon. Alan’s memory is known to be formidable; he can meet an Old
Hulmeian from many years ago and not only can he recall who he is, but can remember how many runs he scored in a
particular game and how he was out. In a way this typifies his involvement with pupils and their interests. All of these
activities have an end product; a cricket game, a stage play or a walking weekend. However, in a strange way all of these
visible signs of activity are not the most important part of Alan’s contact with children. What is important is the caring
concern Alan has given to pupils and the hours willingly given by him to guide them through their School careers. Many
young men and women will be very grateful for their contact with Alan Blight. A further example of his care and concern for
others was his organisation for many years of visits to take pupils to Waverley Old People’s Home.

School took up the majority of Alan’s time and I often wondered how he managed to find time to devote to his lay
preaching and teaching in the Methodist Church and to his work with the Unsworth and Sunnybank Youth Club which he ran
for 15 years. Where did he find the time and energy? '

I shall remember Alan Blight as a caring School Master who was totally devoted to his students. I express the
gratitude of William Hulme’s Grammar School for his work for so many years and wish him and his wife Penny many years
of happy retirement. I thank him for all he has done.

M Loveland
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OTHER STAFF DEPARTURES
MISS J A DE VINCE

Jane De Vince came to William Hulme’s Grammar School some nine years ago direct from PGCE training at
Manchester University. From the outset of her career, she has shown herself to be wholeheartedly dedicated to the craft of
teaching. Highly motivated and efficient, with a genuine concern for her pupils” well-being and progress, the English
Department was quickly aware that here was a young teacher who could be relied upon to cope enthusiastically and, indeed,
indomitably with classes of all levels and abilities.

As her career developed, her contributions to the Department became ever more varied and vital. She played the
most important part in the inception and teaching of English Language ‘A’ Level, in the organising of Junior School English
and in the developing use of Information Technology. She was especially influential in improving the overall presentation
and display of work. Her inheritance of the labours of mentor to PGCE students reflected the confidence she had engendered
in her exemplary teaching methods from Year 7 to A’ Level.

Significant as her departmental work has been, it was but one dimension of her activities in the School as a whole.
Passionately fond of theatre - and a formidable amateur actress in her own right - she made a real impact on School Drama.
Either as director or co-director, refreshing vitality in a series of clearly articulated, unstufly productions was the hallmark of
her work on the stage. A generation of students and staff will remember, with pleasure, their part in such works as ‘Oliver’,
‘Smike’, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”, ‘Seasons’ and the vibrant ‘Grease’. Miss De Vince can reflect also with
real satisfaction on her own performances as Miss Prism in ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ and, delightfully and
unforgettably, as Badger in her production of ‘Toad of Toad Hall’ for the Junior School. Her concern for catching the
enthusiasm for young actors and actresses early led to the formation of the Junior Drama Club, thus laying foundations for a
more sustained development of theatre in the School.

The organiser of, and eager participant in, numerous trips and visits both at home and abroad, her contributions
beyond the classroom were in the best Hulmeian manner. Sociable and loquacious, she will be missed in the Common Room
on whose Committee she served for some years.

She now goes on to lead her own English Department at Denstone College. Her new colleagues and pupils may be
confident that this principled, committed and energetic teacher will serve them well. Theirs is the good fortune, ours the
gratitude for her far from mis-spent youth!

/

/ A E Watson
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JOHN HASLAM

John Haslam joined the Geography Department in 1988 after careers in Outdoor Pursuits and the Oil Industry. After
a year studying for a PGCE at Bangor University, John put his energies into developing the Geography Department. His
patient approach and knowledge of the ‘Great Outdoors’ was appreciated by the pupils he taught. He has nurtured eight
separate second forms and done his best to develop in them the organisation and positive attitude necessary for success. He
has spent a great deal of time with the pupils out of school. He has been on countless Geography and Geology field courses
when inevitably his patience has been tested to the full. He has made a great contribution to the teaching of Geology in the
school and has imparted his interests and enquiring approach to study with great humour. This was never more tested than
when his minibus ran out of petrol two hundred feet below the summit of the Applecross Road in N.W. Scotland - the highest
pass in Britain. John organised the pupils to push the bus, through the snow, over the summit and coasted down the other
side. Surprisingly he continued to spend a great deal of time in the minibus, ferrying Duke of Edinburgh pupils all over the
country. He organised an unforgettable sailing trip around the Scottish Islands and this summer is taking a group to Norway.
His most lasting contribution however will be Harris House, Hardraw. Over several years as Warden he organised the
complete renovation of the Outdoor Pursuits centre into a comfortable, warm, well equipped, well used facility. The plans,
National Park Authority, Local Council, builders, all had to be co-ordinated - often from a distance.

For the past two years John has beed completing an MA course at the University of Keele. This has allowed him to
study the organisation and management of a school and will stand him in good stead for the future. We wish him well in the
further development of his career and thank him for the effort and time he has put in for the sake of the pupils of William
Hulme’s.

H. N. Veevers

OBITUARY
JOHN F. CHUDLEIGH

It was with great sadness that we heard of the death, on 9th July 1996, of John Chudleigh. John was a Member of
Staff at William Hulme’s Grammar School from 1972 - 1990. Before joining the School teaching staff his career in the army
had taken him to many parts of the world and had prepared him well for his role as Officer Commanding the Combined
Cadet Force. Many young men will remember him for introducing them to the wide variety of outdoor experiences available
through the CCF and for giving them the opportunity to assume responsibility within that organisation. Members of Staff
who became Officers within the CCF remember him with gratitude for the help and encouragement he gave them as they
learnt the new skills required of Forces Officers. Others will remember him for his teaching of Geography, for his work
within the Games Department, particularly on the Rugby field, and for his House Mastership of Gaskell.

John was unwell for a few years and I recall his fortitude in dealing with that illness. I was privileged to attend his
funeral at Narberth, South Wales, in the company of a very large number of his friends, and I extend to his wife and son the
School’s sincere condolences.

M Loveland



SPEECH DAY 1995

In his novel “Howard’s End”, writing in 1910 about London’s dreary Queen’s Hall, E.M. Forster declares that at
least it is “not as dreary as the Free Trade Hall, Manchester”! Well, this “dreary” venue for our annual Speech Day will soon
be no more, and we look forward this year to our new Speech Day location, the exciting Bridgewater Hall opposite G-Mex.
But in any case there was certainly nothing dreary about our last Free Trade Hall Speech Day, held on September 14th, 1995,
where the Guest Speaker was Mr. Dudley Wood, CB.E., Past Secretary of the Rugby Football Union.

After a fine performance by the School Concert Band, the Head Master gave his address. He first extolled the
virtues of common sense as shown by Mr. Wood in his professional judgements, a “sound and sane voice in the Rugby
Football Union for ten years”. Mr. Briggs went on to apply the same criterion to our attitudes towards competition and
academic league tables, before discussing the advantages of co-education, and the dialectic nature of each new generation
healthily challenging the values of its predecessors. He then proceeded to the usual review of the year and tributes to
departing colleagues. He concluded with a reference to our deep sadness at the sudden death of our late colleague Mrs.
Margaret Cruttenden, and a recollection of her great contribution to the School.

Mr. Dudley Wood presented the prizes and then addressed the School. He alluded to the present Government’s
policy that Rugby, and Sport in general, is to be encouraged in schools. 500 schools in the last two years have taken up
Rugby. He rejoiced that Rugby is no longer an exclusively male sport. He stressed its therapeutic value, and asserted that
“sport makes friends”. He then ended with a plea for valuing friendship as one of the most important blessings in life.

G J Turner

LEAVERS 1995

AHMED, Rizwan Manchester University Medicine
ALVI, Muhammad A Abbey Tutorial College A Levels
ANJUM, Kamran Stockport College of FE A Levels

* ARRAN, Kathryne P Wrexham College of HE Primary Education
ASLAM, Mohammed Yaseen London - Queen Mary & Westfield Medicine

* ATKINS, Sara E Abbey Tutorial College A Levels
BAKKIOUL Anwar Westminster University Biological Sciences

* BARON, Rebecca K Bristol University Soclgy&SocialPol/Adm
BARRACLOUGH., Geoffrey G Sheffield University Architecture
BERKELEY, Tyrone M Liverpool University Computer Sci(Foundn)
BHAKTA, Dipak Nottingham University Town & Country Plnng



