
TEACHING AND LEARNING
William Hulme’s Grammar School 

(Primary Phase)

The Geography curriculum at William Hulme’s Grammar School provides children with a relevant, coherent, 
progressive knowledge of the world, an ability to find their place in it and approach challenging, geographically valid 
questions. This is explored through the lenses of geographical ‘vertical concepts’ with a grounding in disciplinary skills. 
There are three vertical concepts that enable children to make connections between topics, developing their ability to 
work like a geographer. These concepts are: Location and Place, Geographical Scale and Interconnections. Within each 
topic, pupils will study a specific area in depth that relates to one of the vertical concepts. 

Learners are exposed to 
and analyse what 

‘Excellence’ looks like across 
the curriculum. 

Teachers model what is 
expected from children.

Children know what vertical 
concept and skills they are 

learning about and practising 
during lessons.

We use the United Learning 
curriculum to support the 

learning of Geography. This 
scheme helps to break down 
learning into small steps and 

lessons are planned 
sequentially with a clear 

rationale.
Previously 

taught skills are revisited 
regularly and applied in 

various learning contexts.
Teachers work to prevent, 

identify and correct common 
misconceptions through 

prior-knowledge checks and 
regular review of previously 

taught content.
Learners have 

a voice and ‘Talk Partners 
(whisper partners)’ are 

changed weekly.

Contextual tier 2 and 3 
vocabulary is embedded 
throughout Geography 

lessons, allowing children to 
explore their meaning and 

make links to their prior 
knowledge.

Tasks are scaffolded to ensure 
that the curriculum is 

ambitious for all.

Pupils study geographical 
topics, using a diverse range 

of locations, meaning 
students have a broad 

understanding of the world.

Geography

Outcome: Confident 
Geographers


