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SCHOOL NOTES AND NEWS

We were all deeply saddened in July by the sudden, tragic death of Mrs Margaret Cruttenden. A full obituary appears in
this edition.

This summer saw the retirement of Mr Jackson and Mr Timm, who have given virtually a life-time’s service to the
School, as well as Mrs Treweek, here for eight years as the summit of a lifetime in the profession.

At Christmas Mr Grange, another legend in his lifetime who has been with us since 1967, retired too. Full tributes to
these departing colleagues appear in this edition.

We also said goodbye at Christmas to Mr Lord, and in the Summer to Miss McGuinn and Miss Priddle, all of whom
were with us for five years. They too are fully acknowledged in these pages.

Other departing colleagues were Miss Wendy Basket and Miss Angela Millington, who did sterling and dedicated work
in the English and Modern Languages Departments respectively during the Lent and Midsummer Terms, and Mlle Sylvie
Gervais, our excellent French Assistante 1994-95,

In January 1995, Mr C Cotton joined us to teach Physics. In September 1995 we welcome to the teaching staff Mr T P
Heavisides (Head of English), Miss P M Kelly and Miss L C Derby (English), Miss J C Knowles (Classics), Miss A Boothroyd
(Art), Mrs B M Beardwood (Mathematics), Mlle G Mermillod (French Assistante) and three new full-time Modern Linguists:
Mr A C Crane (who returns after being a former colleague in the late *70s), Mrs L Hampson (already familiar to us from her
teaching practice here last year), and Miss R J Minto. During Mrs Pollard’s maternity leave, she is replaced by Miss P J
Moorfield.

In September 1994 Mr Dunn became Deputy House Master of Gaskell. Apologies for this being incorrectly recorded in
last year’s “Hulmeian”. Miss De Vince was also appointed i/c Drama during this last year, and Mr Hewston i/c Economics and
Business Studies.

In September 1995 there are several internal appointments. Mr Hofton becomes Head of Modern Languages and Mr
MacLachlan Head of Classics. Within the Modern Languages Department Mrs Ballantyne becomes Head of French, Mr Bull
Head of Spanish and Mr Turner Head of German. Mr Austen is now Deputy House Master in Fraser, Mr Crane in Dalton; Miss
H P Kelly is the new Lady House Tutor in Byrom, Miss Matthews in Fraser.

Speech Day 1994 was held in the Free Trade Hall on the evening of Thursday, September 22nd. The Principal Guest
was Mr John Zochonis, DL, BA, then High Sheriff of Manchester and benefactor to the School. A report appears elsewhere in
this edition. The Founder’s Day Service was held on March 7th in Manchester Cathedral. The address was given by the
Venerable R Brian Harris, Archdeacon of Manchester and a former Governor of the School. The anthem was “For the Beauty
of the Earth” by John Rutter.

For the School year 1994/95 C.E. Reichl and J. K. White were joint Heads of School. School Prefects were:

K P Arran, S E Atkins, L M E Borg, ] A Brocklehurst, C M Brown, N R Clemetson, J L Colclough, IJ Cooke, D Daud,
J Ellis, E Gilmore, C Gleave, I M Graham, R Haroutunian, E H Keable, M A Knowles, A J Lole, B A Myddelton, S P Neary, R
K G Pimblott, S D Porter, D J Rowlands, S L. Sheldon, A M Soper, J A Vickers, S L Ward and M A Zeegers.

The biennial CCF Inspection took place on 5th October 1994. The Inspecting Officer was Group Captain A G Hopper,
RAF.

We congratulate the following students on their Oxford and Cambridge places: at Oxford Sarah Porter to read Physics at
Brasenose, and at Cambridge Mark Knowles to read Classics at Downing. Daniel Riste of our last year’s Upper Sixth is to read
English at St Catharine’s, Cambridge.

Charities Week this year raised £6,000 for Wythenshaw Hospital’s Special Baby Care Unit, and other enterprises for
charity were the Junior School Disco organised by Mr Sharp (£160 for Hope Hospital’s Magnetic Resonance Scanner), 3R’s
sponsored silence for the Wood St. Children’s Mission (£125), and the First Form sponsored swim in aid of the National Asthma
Campaign. Articles on all these activities can be found in this volume.

OBITUARIES
MRS MARGARET CRUTTENDEN

It is with deep regret that we record the sudden death of Margaret Cruttenden on July 13th in Greece.

She came to us in September 1979, from a career in graphic design and advertising, to teach part-time, filling a post
created by the expansion of the Department teaching load. She quickly made the ceramics section of the Department her own,
establishing a Sixth Form course as one of the most popular General Studies options. New to teaching, she brought fresh ideas
and enthusiasm, always welcoming new challenges such as computer graphics with open arms and attacking them

Students will have good cause to remember Art History trips to London and sketching weekends at Hardraw, all
meticulously organised. She never failed to motivate students to discover things for themselves and to improve their skills,
usually working alongside them with sketch pads and note book, always leading by example, fellow artist as much as tutor.

She gained respect from ‘difficult’ students for whom she worked tirelessly, insisting that they responded positively
which in the end they rarely failed to do. Her no-nonsense approach, coupled with a concern for the negative effects on fellow
students, usually won the day.

A member of the School publicity team from its inception in 1989, Margaret gave us the full benefit of her artistic
expertise, regularly producing hard copy of advertisements and publications on her own computer in her own time. She made a
positive dynamic contribution to our debates on every aspect of the School’s image and her influence will be felt for many years
to come.



She had a passionate concern for wildlife and environmental issues, making regional TV news with her ‘perching
protest’ in defence of her neighbourhood trees. The same trees benefited only recently with her construction and erection of owl
nesting boxes; teaching of such projects as a Junior School ‘Save our Wildlife’ poster also reflected green issues, her well-
trained dog Chip even acting as a life model on one notable occasion and Margaret as usual showing great concern for his
welfare.

She left us as she had joined us, far more youthful-looking and energetic than her sixty-three years would suggest,
eagerly looking forward to what would have been her last and busiest year of teaching after a holiday in Greece and sailing in
Scotland.

Margaret maintained that a part-time post suited her admirably, allowing time for the special responsibility for mounting
Departmental displays and organising extra-curricular activities, always in addition to her total commitment to mainstream
teaching. We in the Department never thought of her as a part-timer. Margaret’s dedication to and enthusiasm for teaching as
well as her caring cheerful dynamism will be sorely missed by students and staff alike. To her husband Alan and daughters Jane
and Lucy we extend our deepest sympathies.

G L Bennett, G N Grant

MRS LILY TURNER

The School learned with great sadness of the death of Mrs. Turner in October 1994, only a few months after her
retirement. She had been a member of the School’s cleaning staff for thirty years.

One of her duties was the daily cleaning of the main Common Room, and in this capacity she became not only a familiar
figure but also a friend to countless members of staff. She loved her job and the School, which became an essential part of her
life.

She was very fond of dolls in national costume and many colleagues helped her to extend her large collection by
bringing back a doll from their various foreign travels. Thus she always had around her reminders of friendships and past
acquaintance.

Mrs. Turner was warm-hearted and immensely kind. She will be remembered with great affection by all those who had
the good fortune to know her. To her family we extend our deepest symapthy in their loss.

H.W. Timm

MRS JOAN WHITE

We learned with great sadness that Mrs. Joan White, for many years on the Staff in the Chemistry Department, died
on Saturday, 9th September this year.

During the course of our lives, we are sometimes fortunate enough to meet a person whose very presence bestows
warmth and happiness. If we are extremely lucky, we have the privilege of working with such a person and we in the
Chemistry Department never took for granted the privilege of working with Joan. Joan didn’t just clean the glassware or tidy
the labs after lessons. No task was too much trouble, no request for assistance was left unanswered, no errand was put off
until later - and everything was done with a pride too often considered old fashioned today.

But Joan did far more than help the Chemistry Department run smoothly. She embraced everyone with her cheery
conversation and her genuine concerns for you and your family. Your problems were her problems and your joys were her
joys. She was the favourite aunt you knew would always listen without passing judgement, who could put a problem into
prospective with a few comforting words and who shared happiness when things went right. On the rare occasion Joan
missed work, the Department felt hollow, like a cuddle without a smile. When she retired, a hole was left in our lives that was
only partially filled by her welcomed visits “to see how we were getting on”. We cherished those visits, just as we cherish the

memory of knowing and working with her. She will be sadly missed.
A. Greenall

LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER L.F. POTTER, B.E.M., F.C.LS., R.N. (Retired)

We were saddened to hear of the death, on September 5th, of our former Bursar (1963-79), Lieutenant-Commander L.F.
Potter. It is appropriate to reproduce in full Mr. Lloyd Griffiths’ tribute to him in the “Hulmeian” when he retired in 1979.

At the end of August 1979, Commander Potter retired from the post of Bursar to the School, which office he had held
with distinction since September 1963. He had already had a distinguished career in the Navy when he came to us.

His business ability was apparent at once. From the start of his career he showed a skill in the performance of his duties
that earned him the immediate respect and trust of the Governors. He seemed to have every figure at his finger-tips and to be
prepared for every question. His budget predictions were almost uncannily accurate despite all the problems of severe and
fluctuating inflation, and the clarity of his presentation of the annual budgets and accounts will long be remembered.

His period of office involved him in a large amount of additional work which he undertook with enthusiasm and with his
usual remarkable accuracy. Quite early in his Bursarship he acted as Secretary and Treasurer of the Appeal that resulted in the
building of the Sixth Form Centre, but with the threat and ultimately the actuality of withdrawal of the Direct Grant his duties
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became increasingly heavy and complicated. As soon as the certainty of resumption of Independence became obvious, he was
given the post of Secretary to the re-constituted Finance Sub-Committee of the School and, after the initial launching of the
Appeal for Independence, he became Secretary and Treasurer of that Appeal as well, with the additional tasks involved in
administering the Governors’ Fee Remission Scheme.

In addition to his highly efficient handling of the School’s finances, he acted throughout as a most careful custodian of
the fabric of the buildings, and on many occasions drawn attention to potential mechanical or structural failures at a time when
they could be prevented or remedied with minimal disturbance and at minimal cost. He was very much involved in the
establishment of not only the Sixth Form Centre, but also the Swimming Pool, the reconstructed Language Laboratory, the
Dining Hall extension, a new Biology Laboratory, the Electronics Laboratory, the Sports Hall and the new Computer equipment.
He presided over the modernisation and extension of the office facilities, and undertook countless other tasks of the greatest
value to the School.

In 1973-74 his expertise and his standing in his profession were recognised by his appointment as Chairman of the
Direct Grant Committee of the Public Schools’ Bursars’ Assocation.

The characteristics for which he will be best remembered include his unfailing cheerfulness, good humour and loyalty to
the School in his demanding and by no means easy office.

D. Lloyd Griffiths
(Chairman of School Governors, 1969-79)

MR DAVID HEAP

With great sadness we record the death on 23rd February this year, at the age of 53, of David Heap, Headmaster of King

Edward VII School, Lytham in Lancashire, from 1982 to 1993. He had suffered from pancreatic cancer since October 1991. He
. was Head of History here at WHGS from 1967 until 1974.

He was educated at Haversham Grammar School, Cumbria from
where he went on to a distinguished career at Cambridge; he was a
Scholar at St Catharine’s College, gained a Double First in History, and
was awarded the Figgis Memorial Prize. From Cambridge, he went to
teach at Ermysted’s Grammar School, Skipton and after a brief spell as
lecturer ar the Flinders University of South Austrialia, Adelaide, returned
to Skipton before becoming Head of History at WHGS. At the early age
of 33 he moved to the Headship of Handsworth Grammar School,
Birmingham at a crucial stage in its history, and saw it as paramount to
offer educational opportunities to clever boys from the inner city and
ethnic minority groups. At Lytham he was equally keen that the Assisted
Places scheme should be used for the benefit of boys from modest
backgrounds.

His interests ranged from philately and cricket to hill walking and
sailing, but his greatest love was caving. He was President of the
Cambridge University Caving Club and a founder member of the Kendal
Potholing Club. He published “Potholing; Beneath the Northern
Pennines” in 1964 and with the support of the Royal Geographical
Society and a Winston Churchill Fellowship led several explorations to
Arctic Norway where he discovered and mapped over twenty miles of
caves. It was his great love of outdoor pursuits and his determination to
pass it on to his pupils which led him to buy a field centre in Wales for
Handsworth and The Stationmaster’s house at Ribblehead in the
Yorkshire Dales for King Edward’s, Lytham. His trips there were

legendary.
As a Headmaster, he had a genuine interest in all his pupils,
Mr. David Heap in 1974, as he left WHGS for teaching them from an early age, following their career through, writing
Handsworth. all their higher education references himself and urging the best to pursue
{photo: courtesy of Handsworth Grammar School, the glittering prizes at Oxford and Cambridge. At Lytham he oversaw

Hiimingfm) several major building projects and brought in specialists from Old

~Trafford to advise on arguably now the best school cricket squares in Northern England.

He was a private individual, undemonstrative and modest about his achievements and respected for a keen intellect and
power with words. He fought a brave battle against cancer and it was a measure of his physically and mentally tough
constitution that after two operations he should undertake a round-the-world trip via Malaysia and Australasia, and return tired
yet unscathed. His death is made all the sadder to his friends and colleagues through the knowledge that he left no surviving
relatives.

Ron Naylor (Deputy Head King Edward VII School,
Lytham)
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RETIRING COLLEAGUES

W. JACKSON

Warren Jackson joined the Staff of William Hulme’s Grammar School in 1958 and was appointed Head of the Classics
Department in 1972. He was educated at Northampton Grammar
School and was a Senior Scholar at Pembroke College, Oxford from
where he graduated in 1956. He taught Latin and English at
Lawrence Sheriff School in Rugby for two years before coming to
this School where he has spent 37 years of his teaching career. As a
member of F. J. Smith’s Classics Department he was largely
instrumental in changing the Latin course followed in the Junior
School. As Head of his own department he has gathered around him
a group of scholarly men and women who, under his guidance, have
maintained a level of academic teaching to be envied by others. Even
during this last year he has lost none of his enthusiasm for innovation
as he has once again overseen a change of Latin courses. Where the
teaching of Classics in some schools has been threatened or lost,
Warren Jackson has ensured his subject is strong.

His own expertise in Latin Prose Composition is widely
admired and he has been closely involved in the Manchester Branch
of the Classical Association, as its Chairman, Vice President and
Council Officer for 35 years. He has shown a keen interest in the
Departmental Library which he has created over the years, making it
the envy of many other schools.

Those pupils who have joined the Classical Sixth Form have
had every good reason to be grateful to him for the instruction they
have received and for the guidance given, leading them towards a
successful university education. He says himself that his most
satisfying achievement in his teaching as Head of Department was to
reach double figures of students who gained Oxford or Cambridge
Scholarships in Classics. We, and he, can be reminded with pride of
their achievements on the Honours Boards in the New Hall.

Warren Jackson contributed to many aspects of School life
during his long carcer. He involved himself with sport, coaching the First and Second Rugby XV’s for 15 years and was
involved more widely with the sporting and pastoral needs of the pupils as House Master of Heywood in the late 1960’s and
1970’s.

As Examinations Officer for 25 years he has served the School with distinction. This post required him to oversee the
GCE Public Examinations at ‘O’ level and ‘A’ level and in recent years the GCSE and Module examinations. The examination
period and the complexity of the arrangements have expanded in recent years to the point where in 1995 the examinations began
at the end of April and finished at the end of June. One hundred and thirty-five different examinations were taken by varying
numbers of 112 Fifth Form and 113 Sixth Form students. Papers have to be received; each student must be given the right paper
at the correct time; papers have to be despatched. It may sound straightforward but this complex and time-consuming task has
been undertaken by Warren Jackson with precision and good-humoured consideration for the candidates. These students are
probably unaware of the efforts made by him on their behalf to make the taking of their Public Examinations as easy as possible.
I have been closely involved with these examinations and am very aware of the debt owed to Warren Jackson by the School and
its students. Iam very grateful for his help and support.

To his students he has been a caring teacher and to his teaching colleagues he has shown serenity, wit, and good sense. I
wish him and Janet, on behalf of the Staff and pupils, many years of happy and healthy retirement. William Hulme’s Grammar
School is very grateful to him for all that he has done; he will be missed.

(Phato: Mr J H Thomson)

M Loveland

H.W. TIMM

Bill Timm joined William Hulme’s Grammar School in 1961 as a member of the Modern Languages Department and in
1975 was appointed Head of Department, a post he has held with distinction for 20 years.

He was educated at Spalding Grammar School in Lincolnshire and the University of Manchester from where he
graduated in 1959 in Modern Languages (French with Spanish). He gained his Certificate of Education in 1960 and began his
teaching career in Stockport before moving to William Hulme’s Grammar School. Bill Timm has devoted a teaching lifetime
of 34 years to this School and will be remembered with gratitude and affection by colleagues and pupils both past and present.
His work with the Modern Languages Department has mixed the best of traditional standards with a willingness to move with
the times. He pioneered the installation of the Language Laboratory, the introduction of the new GCSE Language courses, the
Satellite Television System and was inspirational in the planning of the Zochonis Centre, the new home of the Modern
Languages Department. The layout and design of the educational facilities of this new building owe much to him. When the
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