2nd XV RUGBY

Played 12, Won 5, Lost 6, Drawn 1, Points for 108, Against
184.

v Sandbach School W 20-12
v Lymm High School L 7-14
v Cheadle Hulme School W 13-5
v Altrincham Grammar School L 6-32
v St Bede's College W 12-3
v Widnes Sixth Form College L 12-17
v King Edward VII School, Lytham W 17-9
v Manchester Grammar School L 5-25
v Bolton School W 11-8
v St Mary’s College, Crosby L, 5-13
v Stockport Grammar School L 0-50
v Bramhall High School D 0-0

After a very poor pre-season turnout of prospective
second team players, I was very apprehensive at the start of
the season. Our first game however, against Sandbach,
raised false hopes. The team, made up of largely 5th and
lower 6th formers, turned in a very accomplished
performance for the first game of the season and we ran out
easy winners.

Lymm High School has always been one of the
harder games of the season and it always has particular
significance for me as I actually live in Lymm. The team
was fairly confident, particularly after the first game at
Sandbach, and indeed in the first half we played very
capably against an under strength Lymm side. The second
half, however, was completely different. Our team, having
decided that it was going to be a walkover, were very rudely
awakened. Within minutes of the restart, Lymm had scored
two quick tries and thereafter they went from strength to
strength, steamrolling our pack, breaking the back line on
numerous occasions. Eventually, Lymm ran out easy
winners.

The first two games really summed up our season.
One week we would have a good turnout of the recognised
players, although some were never seen at training sessions.
The team would play in the right frame of mind and we
would win easily. The following week, half the team would
not turn up and people would be forced to play out of
position and inevitably we lost heavily. Altrincham
Grammar School told us that they would put out a
weakened team, which they did - it only had six County
trialists in at the end! Needless to say we were totally
outclassed, but the performance was not helped by half the
team not turning up and others turning up late, and even
those that did turn up seemed to leave most of their kit
behind!

King Edward VII, Lytham were another team

unfortunate enough to turn up on one of our good days. In
fact, this was one of the best displays that the second team
had produced in any of the last three seasons, and both the
pack and the backs played to the full capability and we
‘eventually ended up convincing winners. Unfortunately,
neither of the two top fixtures for the year produced the
same quality of performance. With Manchester Grammar
School’s game, I think that all T can say is that we did
actually have a full side, although I am not sure that
Manchester Grammar School noticed us at all.

In the past, Stockport Grammar School games have
always been very keenly fought, but I think this was without
doubt the most embarrassing performance of the season. A
number of players cried off before the game, some turned
up late, some did not turn up at all, and those that did turn
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up were somewhat demoralised before a ball had been
kicked. The Stockport game summed up all that was bad
about the second team performance throughout the season,
and I think the least said, soonest mended.

Despite the up and down season, we were indebted
to Dr Barnes, who never gave up on us and put in an
enormous amount of time and effort into both coaching
and refereeing. Mr Mallinder also put in a lot of effort at
training and we learnt a great deal about the basic
rudiments of the game. And finally, thanks to those
parents who turned out, some nearly every Saturday come
rain or shine, and our apologies to them for some of the
performances!

James Brocklehurst (UHNV)

Ul5 RUGBY

Played 13, Won 5, Lost 8, Points for 150, Against 255.

v Sandbach School W 0-29
v Lymm High School W 2722
v Cheadle Hulme School Ik 15-45
v Altrincham Grammar School L 12 - 22
v St Bede’s College L 14 -22
v Ashton-on-Mersey High School L 25-29
v Bury Grammar School W 16-0
v Audenshaw High School L 3-7
v King Edward VII School, Lytham L 0-27
v Manchester Grammar School L 14 - 29
v Bolton School W 17-6
v St Mary’s College, Crosby W 13-5
v Stockport Grammar School L 0-7

A mid-season run of defeats, a couple of which
could have been wins for School, gives a rather unbalanced
view of the season. The squad, overall, was lacking in the
number of quality players it possessed and it was obvious, at
the start of the season that it would have to be a team effort
rather than individual.

For the most part, the forwards won a reasonable
amount of ball but never really enough quality possession
within the opposition 22 m area. Again, for the most part,
the backs were able to handle the ball but were guilty of
running across the pitch rather than in a straight line.
These deficiences, against the better teams, meant that
scoring many times was always going to be difficult and so
it proved. The likes of Cheadle Hulme, Manchester G.S.
and Stockport were all too strong for us. Cheadle Hulme
were the biggest team we played against, Manchester G.S.
the most skilful and Stockport were better organised,
although we pushed them hard all the way to the final
whistle. However, the best performance by the School was
against a very good St Mary’s team who were both skillful
and very physical. Playing excellent tactical rugby, the
U15’s controlled the game and deserved their victory. I
suppose that it is true to say that the better teams play,
week in, week out, at a consistently high level. That game
was the highlight of the season but the team never, before
or after, played as well in any other match.

Of the forwards John Daniel, Tim Barraclough,
Hamza Anwar and Tim Edwards all made significant
contributions both in the set piece and loose play situations



with Daniel Ellis, Ben Veitch, Adam Goldsmith, Luke
Hassett, Brett Smith, Nicky Arthur and Paul Murphy
showing improvement. Once all these players develop the
skill and vision as individuals and the organisational
requirements of forward play they could do very well.

Behind the pack, David Hancock was our strongest
running back - often choosing to run the ball when a pass
might have been the best option. David, nevertheless, kept
the pack going forward for much of the time and our points
total would have been much less without his efforts. The
difficult position of fly half was occupied by Matthew
Naylor. Matthew had a strange season starting out quite
well but then, possibly as the better teams exerted more
pressure on him, playing badly until for the last few games
he regained his form. Ruddy Mensah and Robert Hanley
were our usual centre pairings. Both will need to develop
better attacking skills to enable either faster distribution of
the ball or a break to be made. Either of these options
would have given the other, outside players, more of a
chance to run in tries. At full back, Chris Johnstone began
to enter the attack line more and more, Saqib Arshad and
Zishan Anjum, our regular wingers, also looked for the ball
rather than waiting for it to be passed to them. However, all
the threequarters should endeavour to improve their own
attacking skills and distribution of the ball.

When called upon to do so, all the following players
gave of their best and fitted into the threequarter line easily:
Oliver Briggs, Craig Baker and Matthew Whyatt. Late on
in the season, Simon Connor was asked to deputise because
of injury to players and played at lock or number 8. Both
David Hancock (scrum half) and Hamza Anwar (lock)
gained representative honours with Cheshire U15.

C H Seddon

Ul4 RUGBY

Played 14, Won 4, Lost 10, Points for 200, Against 479.

v Sandbach School L, 10-51
v Lymm High School L 0-40
v Cheadle Hulme School L 7-57
v Altrincham Grammar School W  40-0

v St Bede’s College 1 5-44
v Ashton-on-Mersey High School W 41-29
v Bury Grammar School W 20-5

v Wright Robinson High School W 28-19
v Audenshaw High School L 12-46
v King Edward VII School, Lytham L 0-40
v Manchester Grammar School I: 5-45
v Bolton Grammar School L 7-31
v Stockport Grammar School L 0-40
v Bramhall High School L 16 -32

As the above results will clearly show, this is not
one of the strongest teams ever produced by the School.
However, there are a number of players who have
demonstrated good skill levels throughout the season. The
forwards worked well as a unit all season, maintaining good
control of the ball and greatly improving their handling
skills as the year progressed. Richard Nixon (captain), at
number 8, regularly displayed his determination and
strength both in set pieces and when running the ball. Good
support play usually came from Neil Matthews, Robert
Watson and Chris Lindley. The forward unit proved to be
the side’s main asset and they have a good supply of skill
and determination to take them through into future years.
However, most of them have yet to learn that rugby is a
hard game which demands total concentration and effort
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both during a match and throughout a season. By contrast,
the back division lacked cohesion, confidence and basic
skills, although there were glimpses of genuine potential
from different individuals, though unfortunately never in the
same game. Robert Richardson, at scrum half, has the
inherent ability required, but must learn to apply himself not
just in matches (where his level of commitment is good),
but also during training. In the centre, the pairing of David
Wynter and Marvin Daniel possessed both speed and
handling skills, however, they must put a great deal of work
into their defence for next season.

The team as a whole very rarely came together with
totally unified performances. All too often their morale
collapsed when under pressure, resulting in the opposition
running away with the game, yielding some very
unflattering scorelines. Without question, all of these
players would greatly benefit from a higher level of
participation in the game of rugby, through involvement
with one or more of the many local club sides. The
forwards included: R. Nixon, N. Matthews, C. Edwards, R.
Watson, C. Lindley, G. West, O. Ajaz, M. Norcliffe, C.
Grimshaw. M. Ghazi. The backs included: R. Richardson,
B.M. Green, D. Wynter, M. Daniel, J. Hancock, P.
Edisbury, A. Dignan, J. Ahmad, F. Ahmed. Finally, I
would like to thank Mr Seddon and Mr Mallinder for all
their help and advice during the season, and the parents who
regularly turned out to encourage and support the team.

A R Austen

Ul13 RUGBY

Played 15, Won 14, Lost 1, Points for 601, Against 63

v Sandbach School W 62-0
v Lymm High School w27 -0
v Cheadle Hulme School W 65-0
v Altrincham Grammar School W 51-0
v St Bede’s College W 56-0
v Ashton-on-Mersey High School W 57-5
v Bury Grammar School W 65-0
v Wright Robinson High School W 49-3
v Audenshaw High School W 18-5
v King Edward VII School, Lytham w o 17-5
v Manchester Grammar School L 12 -20
v Bolton School W 29-0
v Stockport Grammar School W 24-7
v Sale Grammar School W 42-0
v Bramhall High School W Z1-17

This team as Under 12’s were the talk of the School,
unbeaten and prolific scorers. I therefore looked forward to
the season with both anticipation and trepidation; how could
we as a team improve on a perfect record? The answer of
course was that we could not, and as everybody knows
unbeaten runs come to an end at some point. What is
important is how it effects the team. To this team’s great
credit they used the experience as a platform to go on and
play better rugby. At the start of the season I set myself the
targets of improving individual skill levels and producing a
team that played a 15 man style of game which has been
called “total rugby”, however this idealistic approach was
not easy to achieve.

As with many teams that enjoy high levels of
success very early in their development, it rather went to
their heads. The first game at Sandbach was dominated by
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our very strong, fast individuals, great for them, but not so
helpful for the rest. Sandbach’s defence was not good
enough to cope with these good players and so they ran
through; the trouble was that the rest of our team had come
to expect this to happen, so stood back and watched rather
than supporting. Also the individually strong players
sometimes tried to do too much on their own and ended up
running across the pitch, not passing to the others,
eventually getting isolated and losing the ball. The second
consequence of this style of play is that it creates discontent
and ill-discipline within the team. This showed in some
games were there was a lot of shouting and arguing with
cach other. What we needed was some stronger opposition
to make us play as a team.

Lymm High School provided this. We had to work
hard to beat them, particularly in the forwards but once the
front five won the ball our backs and the back-row did the
rest scoring five good tries. The next few games saw us
record some high scoring wins against rather weak
opposition, however we only played as a team in patches
but when we did it was very impressive. Throughout this
time Mr Mallinder and myself were working at the basics of
the game. Getting the forwards working together and
supporting each other and the backs to run straight, pass and
support. One thing I did not have to work too hard at to
improve was the team’s tackling, They all, to a man, loved
tackling and there were some big hitters in the Skinner and
Winterbottom mould amongst our number.

The second half of the season was much tougher
and as a result it brought the best out of the players. It
started with the game at Audenshaw and many of the star
players were missing thus giving the others a chance to
make an impact and they did just that. At last we came up
against a team that really made us work hard, as a result it
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was a good game which we were pleased to win. We
continued this good form against King Edward’s and again
ran out winners in a close contest. The first game back after
half term was at M.G.S. It was always going to be the
hardest of the season. This proved to be the case, M.G.S.
had a huge set of forwards and the game was played on
rather a small pitch, which did not help our cause. Though
we tried manfully for the whole game we could not match

their power and close control, finally going down. The end
of the winning run, but also a starting point. The final
games also provided some tough games however we played
much better and moved forward as a team. Highlights were
the games against Stockport and Bramhall, particularly the
latter, a game in which we played some first class rugby and
it was a fantastic way to end the season.

UNDER 13 SQUAD PLAYER PROFILES

Props - THOMAS CHUNG
ANDREW PICKFORD

Hooker - ‘IAIN GAGE
NICK SHARWIN

Locks - ANTHONY WARDLE
CHRIS WHITE

Flankers - DAVID FREEMAN
JOE HOLLAND
JAMES VEITCH

No8 - WILLIAM KENT

Scrum Half - LUKE COFFEY
DANIEL PETERS

Fly Half - DANIEL NAYLOR

Centres - IAN ALLISON
CHRISTOPHER HARWOOD
DAVID ROGERS

Wings - TOM GENT
RICHARD HOPKINSON
EMIKA NEWEGON
PHIL ROBINSON

Full Back - JONATHAN MURPHY

Very sirong, runs straight, tackles hard.
Good player, strong and getting fitter, best
game v Audenshaw.

Always gives 100%, tidies up loose ball well. Best
game v Audenshaw.

Very good at the technicals, hooking, throwing

in at line-out, works hard in loose play.

Good runner in loose play.
Technically good, works hard, always there - unsung
hero.

Works hard always gives 100%.

Great player, fast, hard tackler, links up with others.
Best game v St Bede’s

Most improved player - always in support, tackles
hard, runs straight. Best game v King Edwards

Very strong, athletic, great prospect. Best game
v M.G.S.

(Scully), excellent player, skill, pace, good
knowledge. Best games v King Edwards and
Stockport.

Good player, tenacious tackler. Best game v
Bolton.

Excellent player, skilful, good awareness. Best
game v Brambhall.

Very good player, skilful, hard tackler - R.L. Action.
Great hands, side step and tackling. Best game

v Brambhall - R.L. Action.

Good player, runs straight, tackles hard.

Tricky runner, good side step - also played full-back.
Great runner, finisher, tackles hard. Also played
well in the forwards. Best game v Stockport

Very elusive runs, tackles well.

Quick, good tackler.

Good last line of defence.

Other players that came onto the squad and made valuable contributions were:- Jon Byrom, Adam Harris, Ben
Hassan, Tom Hickman, Jack Leigh, Sefton Miller, Alex Russell and Neel Shah. This group of players have tremendous
potential. If they stick together, work hard at their skills and develop both knowledge and awareness of the game, they could
go on to be one of the best in W.H.G.S. history. Finally a few thanks - firstly to the players, I had a great time coaching
them, working at a very high level. Secondly to Mr Mallinder for his help in games lessons and coaching sessions. To Mr
Myers, Mr G H Jones and Mr Hewston for their help and travelling to away games. Last but not least to all the parents and

friends for their support.

N P Dunn



U12 RUGBY

Played 11, Won 5, Lost 3, Drawn 1, Points for 132, Against
160.

1

v St Bede’s College

v Ashton-on-Mersey High School
v Bury Grammar School

v Wright Robinson High School
v Audenshaw High School

v King Edward VII School, Lytham
v Manchester Grammar School

v Bolton School

v Stockport Grammar School

v Sale Grammar School

v Bramhall High School
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In terms of results on the field, the Ul2 team have
had a reasonable season. In terms of attitude, commitment
and enthusiasm, however, they have had an excellent one.
The squad consisted of 28 boys, some of whom, although
playing only once, never lost their desire to parlicipate and
learn. The season began successfully with a narrow victory
against St Bede’s. The only try of the game was scored by a
jubilant Dawkins who, throughout the course of the year,
proved himself to be a very competent centre. This was
followed by a very closely contested game against Ashton-
on-Mersey which ended in a draw. The team won
comfortably in the following two games against Bury and
Wright Robinson. Mr Myers’ tireless work with the
forwards was beginning to bear fruit as they began to play
as an effective unit rather than in ones and twos.
Wimbleton and Green were particularly impressive in the
front row. The backs were also impressive in these two
games, with Griffiths and Stonchouse, the scrum-half/fly-
half link, combining well to make good use of the
possession won by the forwards.

The following three fixtures were sobering
experiences, as the team lost to Audenshaw, Lytham and
MGS. After an encouraging and successful start to the
season the team seemed to run into a brick wall. The
opponents in these three games were generally quicker and
stronger. It was at this point that the mettle and spirit of the
team was put to the test. [ told the team at the start of the
MGS game that, “The strength of a ship’s mast is only truly
tested in the storm.” T think that they understood what I
meant! Even though they were defeated 0 - 22, they fought
admirably for each other and displayed tremendous team
spirit. This spirit was in evidence against Bolton and Sale
where the team recorded two victories. Against a very
strong Stockport side they showed perseverance, courage
and resilience. All these qualities were unfortunately absent
against Bramhall, where the team very disappointingly
ended the season with a whimper rather than a roar. They
must learn to play with more consistency next year.

Our front row of Anthony Green, James Wimbleton
and Puya Niroomand/Alex Kizir worked hard all year to
improve their scrummaging technique. The second row
pairing was chosen from Alick Hyde, Matthew Royle,
Ashley Eadsforth and the very versatile Robert Thompson.
The back row usually consisted of Daniel Robinson and the
potentially explosive Babajide Alafiatayo. John Fletcher,
Sam Higgins or William Shaw (who could also play in the
front row) made up the trio.

Scott Griffiths and Paul Stonehouse provided an
effective scrum-half/fly-half combination. Griffiths
confidently captained the team and led by example on many
occasions. His pace and aggression were often decisive
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factors in games. The most successful centre pairing was to
be found in Matthew Dewsnap and Warren Dawkins. Both
showed speed, courage and vision, although they should
look to improve their ball handling skills. Dewsnap also
kicked very competently all year. Julian Chapman, Brett
Ramsumair and one of Sam McClements, Zaid Nejim and
Daniel Gall completed the line-up. Chapman and
Ramsumair are both naturally athletic and quick. They
should , with dedication and hard work, mature into exciting
rugby players.

Working with this squad has been thoroughly
enjoyable. They have been keen to listen, learn and work
hard. Above all, they enjoyed playing the game. I would
like to sincerely thank all those colleagues and parents who
offered advice, help and support throughout the season. I
am particularly indebted to Mr Myers and Mr Thompson.
Their expertise and willingness to help proved invaluable.

The squad consisted of: S.J. Griffiths (captain), L.L.
Adams, B.O. Alafiatayo, H. Al-Bayati, R.J. Booker, J.L.
Chapman, D. Daly, W.N. Dawkins, M.A.S. Dewsnap, A.C.
Eadsforth, J.J. Fletcher, D.R. Gall. A.P. Green, S.J, Higgins,
A.J. Hyde, A.l. Johnstone, A. Kizir, S.A. McClements, A.G.
McLeod, Z. Nejim, P. Niroomand, B.M. Ramsumair, D.M.
Robinson, M.B. Royle, W.J. Shaw, P.M. Stonehouse, R.J.
Thompson and J.A. Wimbleton.

M C Gorman
LACROSSE
1ST X LACROSSE

Played 15, Won 13, Lost 2.
League North Division 5 fixtures:
v Wilmslow A (A) W 16-9
v Blackpool (A) W 12-9
v Manchester University (A) W o10-2
v Boardman B (H) W 9-3
v Sale B (H) W 10-0
v Mellor B (A) W 8-4
v Ashton B (A) W 15-3
v Manchester University (H) W 12-0
v Poynton B (H) W 10-9
U19 Sunday floodlit fixtures:
v Heaton Mersey T 3-6
v Sale W 5-4
v Wilmslow W 8-6
v Cheadle Hulme W 6-4
v Sale T 6-7
v Heaton Mersey W 6-4

The suspicion that Division 5 fixtures would be a
total failure for a School 1st lacrosse team was not finally
borne out by the facts. On two occasions, it is true, we were
let down by opposition teams’ failure to raise sides, but we
had Sunday fixtures to make up for these, and only the
weather actually forced us into a blank weekend. An effort
was made to raise sides for games in the rugby term, but we
always finished up just short of the required numbers and
strength as the players’ perfectly understandable



commitment to their rugby, their work and their personal
fitness made it impossible to fit everything into a crowded
week.

The team was a very well-balanced side at its best,
and it was outstandingly led by Chris Gleave who achieved
the ultimate accolade during the season of selection for the
full England Squad. This was largely on the strength of his
excellent technique at the face, and in taking such a large
proportion of the faces for the School side, he takes a huge
quantity of physical punishment. It does the other middies
great credit that they can fill in so effectively for such an
influential player. All of them have great skill and massive
running power and it was a special pleasure to introduce
new players over the season and see them fit in to the side
so well.

Jonathan Sills joined Gleave in the England U19
side, and the reason why was clear in the calm yet agressive
technique of his man-on-man defence. It was good to be
able to give White a well-deserved full season in the centre
of the defence - his goals were high points of the season -
and Vickers completed a School lacrosse career of great
commitment with his best season ever. England attracted
the attention of national squad selectors with some robust
and sensible performances; and the replacement of any of
the regulars with the up-and-coming Flood always kept the
unit looking sound and confident. Knowles, when he
eventually took over in goal, produced some inspired spells
of goalkeeping, especially his ‘shut-out’ against the
University and his four staggering saves with the score at 10
- 9 against Poynton.

The team’s main weakness, as often in recent years,
was in the settling of controlled attack plays in which
midfield and attack combine to hold the ball and patiently
make the sort of chance which is either scored or
immediately recycled into renewed control. Obviously the
mutual understanding of a settled side can achieve this, but
it proves difficult in a School season: the other problem is
how to accommodate the individual brilliance on the ball
which is the aim of most top young players. Quality breaks
from midfield by Flatman, Robinson and Brocklehurst
produced goals all too rarely this season, not because of the
player on the ball, but because other players could not fully
occupy their own men. The main individual goals, apart
from Gleave’s extravagant handling and shooting skills,
came from the ever-eccentric Warnes and from Stansfield
who finished his final, rather interrupted season with goals
which even he must count amongst the best of many. Any
player who relishes the successful feed as much as actually
scoring himself could find great satisfaction in picking out
Hope or Ghazi, the latter especially finding lots of space in
any defence.

This was quite a successful season on the whole.
My thanks are due to coach Tom Wenham, whose manner I
greatly admired, to colleagues Messrs Simkin and Wood for
helping me out on some Saturdays, and finally and most of
all to a mature and friendly group of players who provided
me with some enjoyable afternoons.

The team was usually selected from the following:
Goal: Mark Knowles, Jeff Pearson.

Defence: Jonathan Sills, James White, James Vickers,
Richard England, Stephen Flood.

Midfield: Chris Gleave (C), James Brocklehurst, Josh
Robinson, Jonathan Flatman, Morgan Parry, Daniel Taylor,
Daniel Gent.

Attack: Mark Warnes, lain Cooke, Dominic Stansfield, Carl
Hope, Nick Ghazi.

C P Langford
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2ND X LACROSSE

Played 3. Won 1, Lost 2, For 24, Against 27,

v Stockport C (H) I 7-9
v Sockport C (H) w X6
v Boardman & Eccles C (H) L 10-12

The 2nd team played in Division 6 of the League
North and, being the lowest division in the league, many
clubs found it difficult to raise their lowest team.
Consequently, we had many problems trying to get regular
fixtures. Only three matches were played, but the quality of
these games was very pleasing - all three matches were
closely fought with no more than two goals in them.

In the first game, against Stockport C, the School
started slowly and was 7-2 down at half-time, A second
half fightback narrowed the deficit but Stockport ran out
winners. The second match, also against Stockport C, was
played seven weeks later and hence it was like starting the
season again. However, the School started much better in
this game and, despite Stockport drawing level several
times, managed to win by the odd goal. The final game,
against Boardman C, saw the opposition establish a 5-2
half-time lead, which was extended to 10-4 by three-quarter
time. In a spirited last quarter the School came back
strongly but had left it too late.

Considering the lack of practice and the lack of
continuity in fixtures, the standard of lacrosse was very
reasonable and the team spirit excellent. I would like to
thank all the players for their tolerance of the fixtures
situation and for producing three worthwhile games.
Particular thanks go to Iain Cooke, the captain, who signed
off in style by scoring six goals in the final match.

The following players represented the School:

I.J Cooke (captain), P. Bagnall, T.M. Berkeley, M.J.
Birtwistle, G.R. Brocklehurst, J.LE. Crawshaw, A.J. Holden,
K.N. Khan, C.R. Ogden, J.H. Pearson, N.J. Reading, M.E.
Robinson, D.J. Rowlands, D.N. Slack, D.I. Taylor, A.M.
Watkins, M.A. Whiteley and A. Xydeas.

A Simkin

U16 LACROSSE

Played 11, Won 5, Drawn 1, Lost 5, For 76, Against 81.

O

v Timperley (A)

v Rochdale (A) - Juniors & Schools Cup
v Wilmslow (H)

v Wilmslow (A) - J & S Cup

v Ashton (A)

v Stockport (A)

v Wilmslow (H)

v Ashton (A)

v Timperley (H) - J & S Cup semi-final
v Cheadle (H)

v Wilmslow (H)
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The season did not start well with a heavy defeat at
Timperley. We then had a comfortable passage into the
second round of the Cup against a weak Rochdale team.
However, the next match brought the first of four meetings
with Wilmslow, which they won easily. By coincidence,
the very next match was against Wilmslow in the Cup and



was a turning point in the season. The School fought hard
to stay in touch with Wilmslow and then came back from 5-
8 down to win 9-8.

A comfortable win at Ashton in atrocious conditions
was followed by defeat against a strong Stockport team.
Wilmslow then gained some revenge for their Cup defeat
before the School beat Ashton convincingly again. Having
lost to Timperley 19-4 in the opening match of the season,
we were clearly underdogs in the semi-final of the Cup.
Our plan was to keep it very tight in defence and try to
frustrate Timperley. This very nearly worked, the School
leading 3-2 at half-time before Timperley’s midfield
strength helped them to win 6-4. A valiant effort. The
season ended with a win against Cheadle and a draw in our
fourth match against Wilmslow.

The squad is a small one and we had some major
defensive problems originally. Reading was press-ganged
into playing in defence but he never really put his heart into
it. Ogden was new to the game and hence pretty basic, but
he improved rapidly and his commitment was never in
doubt. Beales was his usual quiet effective self. Help came
from a surplus of defenders in the U15"s squad. First Jones
and then Gilmore became regulars. Both fitted in well, with
Gilmore imposing his experience to organise the rest of the
defence. Behind them, Robinson had an excellent season.
From time to time we tried man to man marking but lack of
determination to make it work led to the team reverting to a
zone defence for much of the season. This is very
frustrating for the opposition whe were often forced to shoot
from outside the zone. With Robinson capable of dealing
with most long shots, the defence ended the seaon being
very miserly.

We were short of one or two players in midfield.
Brocklehurst, Calderbank, Lambert, Partington and Xydeas
all worked well together but sometimes found themselves
overrun against bigger, stronger cpposition. We are a small
team and this showed up particularly against Timperley in
the semi-final. The usual attack of Jobling, Kellett and
Newton was supplemented by Ghazi. Jobling scored
regularly and created problems for most defences,
sometimes in the wrong way. Kellett showed ability in
flashes but did not get involved enough, while Newton has a
tendency to give the ball away too readily. Ghazi made a
big difference to the attack when he played and the other
attackers began to learn from his example.

Despite great difficulties trying to get players out for
practice - we never had thirteen out at any stage - the season
was a good one. This year group has always been a difficult
one to coach because of poor attitude to practice by a small
number in the squad. Hence, they have not developed, in
terms of knowledge of the game, as well as they should
have done. Basics such as ‘clearing’, ‘riding’, ‘fast breaks’
and ‘setting picks’ were still foreign to several players and it
is remarkable that the team could do so well with such
limited knowledge. If the attitude and willingness to
practice was lacking, the spirit on the field, particularly in
adversity, was not. I would like to thank the players for
their effort in making this a good season and Tom Wenham
for his help with the coaching.

The following players represented the School: J.S.
Jobling (captain), C.A. Baker, P.A. Beales, R.J. Bowie,
G.R. Brocklehurst, M.D. Buckley, J.T. Calderbank, N.B.
Ghazi, N. Gilmore, J.T. Higgins, R.S. Jones, S.J.C. Kellett,
J.R.M. Lambert, M.W. Newton, C.R. Ogden, J.A.D.
Partington, M.E. Robinson, C.C. Reading, R.M. Seddon
and A. Xydeas.

A. Simkin
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U15 LACROSSE
Played 10, Won 7, Lost 2, Drew 1.

After a pre-season practice during the Christmas
holidays, we began the season in earnest. Qur first match
against Rochdale was a morale boosting start to the season.
Against a weaker side, we were able to build our confidence
with a 16 - 4 win. The following week, we won our first
round cup match against Cheadle Hulme. We were to meet
Cheadle Hulme a further three times during the season.

In early February, our cup hopes were dashed in the
second round by a 10 - 0 defeat by a very strong Mellor
side. This defeat was only one of two defeats during a
successful season.

The team has, undoubtedly, improved this year and
functioned very well as a unit. One of the most impressive
aspects, as a team, has been the way a few members were
willing to be substitute goalkeepers for a game when
necessary. In defence, we had strength with Steven Flood,
Ben Veitch and John Daniels. At the attack end of the field,
Paul Murphy led the scoring, netting twenty-four goals over
the season.

Thanks go to Mr Welch and Mr Veitch for
organising and coaching the team during the season.

The team was selected from the following: Craig
Baker, Richard Bell, Richard Bowie, John Daniels, Steven
Flood, Nick Gilmore, David Hancock, Robert Hanley,
James Higgins, Russell Jones, Richard Longworth, Alex
Mal’ouf, Paul Murphy, Matthew Naylor, Robert Poll, Philip
Robinson and Ben Veitch.

James Higgins (4K)

Ul4 LACROSSE

Played 9, Won 2, Lost 7, Points for 52, Against 102.

v Heaton Mersey L 4-19
v Timperley Ko =15
v Wilmslow L 2=22
v Cheadle | -
v Sale W 16-1
v Wilmslow L. 422
v Old Waconians W 18-2
v Poynton L 0-8
v Cheadle L 3-6

As the above results suggest, this was not a good
season for the Ul4 Lacrosse Team. The problem was the
lack of basic skills in the players. Until all team members
can throw, catch and pick up a lacrosse ball at match speed,
it is fairly pointless to try to play a team game with any
expectation of success, for too few of the players worked
hard enough in practice at the basics of the game. As a
result, we would often lose the ball by failing to catch a pass
or pick up a loose ball. All this meant that the opposition
had far more possession than we had and, therefore, had far
more shots at goal. With such a real lack of possession, the
results were never really in doubt.

A second problem for the team was that too many
players never developed the right attitude to benefit fully
from practice sessions. Many were satisfied with low levels
of performance, believing, mistakenly, that they would get
better in the heat of the game. This never happened, in fact
the opposite is true - under pressure these less skilful



